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Lady G U I O N, 

Written by herfelf in French^ 



Now ABRIDGED, 



And tranflated into ENGLISH, 

Exhibiting her eminent Piety, Charity, Meekncfs, Re- 
fignation, Fortitude and Stability ; her Labours, 
Travels, Sufferings and Services, for the Converfion 
of Souls to God -, and her great Succefs, in fomc 
Places, in that beft of all Employments on the Earth. 

TO WHJCH ARE ADDED, 

REMARKABLE ACCOUNTS 

O F T H E 

LIVES of worthy Perfons, 

"Whofe Memories were dear to Lady Guion. 
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BRISTOL: 

Printed by S. FARLEY, in CASTLE-^GREEN. 
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vir/s ERRATA, 

G*"23-SaPagc xiii. Line 8. For fecond r^jJ third. 
iRdOO xviii, . 27. -F(?r Almighryrf^^ Almighty. 

XX, 25. F<?r churches r^/? J church. 

If any other inaccuracies pafs through the prefs, 
which may fometimes poflibly happen after care has 
been employed to prevent it, the reader may exped 
to fee them ducly npted, for amendment, at the end 
of the volume. • 

j^ JV. J9. Since the following work began to be printed, 
(^ I have met with feveral objeftors to the vfery front of 
7 it, declaring, M. Guion was no' Lady, 

Now for the better information of all fuch, as well 
as in vindication of the deceafed Author of an account 
of her life and writings (publiflied by him in Englijb^ 
with fome valuable extrafts from them, above thirty 
years ago) who has all along given her the fame title, * 
I think It neceiTary here, to obferve, that tho' fhe her- 
felf, through the whole hiftory of her life, has paft it 
over inTilence, as being entirely diverted of all regard 
to worldly titles -, yet the French editor of her fpiritual 
works, in a note at the beginning of his preface, has 
acquainted the public, that fhe gained this title from 
her marriage, her hulband being One of the Lords of 
the canal of Briare, which fupplies a communication 
between two of the fineft rivers in France, viz. the 
Seyne which runs by Paris, Rouen, &c. into the Englijh 
channel; and the Loire which runs by the cities of 
Nivers, Orleans, Blots, Tours, Angers and Nantz into 
the bay of Bifctry. The title thus obtained Ihe conti- 
BuecJ to bear to the end of her days. In regard to her 
father, (he does not tell us his name, nor give any 
other account of him than that of his piety and virtues. 

• Viz. JosiAff Martin of London^ whofe memory I cfteem, as 
I bcljeve generally do fuch as were acquainted ^ith him, being 
^ man of learning, humility and fervent piety. 
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T H E 



Tranflator's PREFACE. 



Ttt E reidcr Will. View, in the courfe o( 
this tranflation, the pr&grcfs of a holy pil- 
grim, not fiiftitious but real ; a life bf no com* 
mon fort j from its birth upward attended with 
remarkabld events^ aflaulted with troubles and 
inured to oppoiitions ; a foul filled with the love 
of God 3 from him deriving, and inftrumen tally 
diiFufing, a happinefs undefiled^ incorruptible^ 
unhurt by ftortfts, and growing firmer in perfe- 
cutions } epfuring on high its everlaflifig dura^ 
tion, in a flate of boundlefs perfection and purity« 

Op the fundry other fpccies of biography, i» 
there any worthy to be put in the ballance 
againft this } What are all the adventured of 
the curious, or acquifitions of the covetous^ 
but the trivial blaze of a monient, when com^- 
pared with eternity ? What the fplendor of 
military atchievcments, but the deteftable ha^-- 
vock of the deftroyers of mankind ? What the 
dark intrigues of rivals, or profound politicks 
of ftatefmen, however fuccefsful ? Arc they not 
generally incompatible with our Lord's golden 
rule, of^ doing unto all men as we would defire 
them to do unto us ? What the inventions of art^ 
effufions of wit, or elaborate productions of 
human indaftry ? They have their reward i 
But in A qarrOw limit. Their encomiums may 

A z fpread 
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fpread around this globe^ and that, is their 
wideft circk. • What the highcft elevations on 
earth, but tottering, or flippery, pinnacles ? 

Such are the fubjeds, and the lives, which 
engrols the greedy attention of a great part of 
mankind. * Faffing by the principil point' un- 
regarded, as it prefents no pleafing entertain- 
ment to a viciated tafte, they therefore prefer 
lying vanitieSy tho* at the conftant hazard of 
being fatally deluded, and drawn down by them 
to the habitations of their miferable viftiriis* 
No attainment is fafe and happy, but that of 
the foul which, thro' every obftacle, arifes to 
the obedience of the laws and didlates of its 
Creator, to be fitted thereby for endlefs com- 
munion with him, and with all that arc his> 
•in his blifsful and glorious kingdom. 

The following narrative affords a fhining in- 
ftance of pne who attained it. Tho' her lot, in 
a dark iand arbitrary country, fubjedtcd her to 
many great difadvantages ; Yet, thro' faithful- 
nefs to what it pleafed God to difcover to her, 
fhe appears at length, in purity of heart, to 
have I'urmounted them. This gives room to 
hope that her memoirs may prpvc of valuable 
fervice to many, an inflrudor, to the ignorant, 
a monitor to the negligent, a confirmation to 
the pious, and a confolation to the afHidled. 

Especially fuch as, either in a fingle or a 
married flate, meet with heavy crofTes and dif- 
appointments, may be likely to relieve their 
dejeftion, and receive frefh encouragement, of 
the befl kind, by tracing her flcps in life; 

wherein 



' (V ) 

wherein they will fee, that {he Wifely applied 
her whole heart to * layajide every weighty and 
the Jins which had eajtly befet her, to run with 
patience the race Jet before her, looking unto jefus 
the author and finlper of her faith ; whoy for the 
ioy that was Jet before him, endured the crofs, 
defpifing the fhame, and is Jet down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

Hence the trioft unreafonablc hardfhips with 
her took the heft turn ; as, under the dire<fting 
hand of her redeemer, they became the means 
of her greater fanftification. 

An abridgment appeared more proper for 
publication than her whole account, becaufe 
£hc feems to have defigned it at. firft for private 
rather than public iife. The fame thihgs, from 
her earneft defire to inculcate them, are rather 
too often repeated. Often alfo occur little in- 
cidents not fo rtiaterial 5 and fuch as peculiarly 
belong to that church of which {he was a mern- 
ber. Often fhe makes long digreflions. I have 
placed fome of them at the foot of their feverai 
pages, in a fmaller type. Some other remarks 
are alfo in like manner inferted, as in the courfc 
of the work, they occurred to 

The TRANSLATOR. 



Extrad 



* Hcb. 12. I, 2< 



• ( Vi .) 

Extraia from the EDITOR'S PRfipACE 

in French. 

THIS preface is long* It begins with 
obfcrvations on peffons.fent of God, to 
communicate to men his eternal truth « and 
how the devil oppofes them with all his forces, 
raifing a terrible outcry againft them, with per- 
fecution on every fide. 

It reprefents lady Guion a perfop fo fent 
of God ; as he had rendered her foul pure from 
every interefted view, every felfifh aim i her 
fole objeds being his honour and the falvation 
of mankind % the many fouls converted to a life 
of holinefs, through her efficacious labourSf 
being the feals of her miniftry. 

It intimates what torrents of abufe were 
poured out againft her, not only from the cor* 
rupt part of the people,, but from the violent 
prejudices even of fome of the better fort; like 
thdfe of the Apoftle Paul, who, in the days of 
his mifguided zeal, exerted his utmoft efforts 
in perfecuting the chriftians, and thought he 
was ferving the caufe of God therein ; then 
adds, ** No fooner had the author's writings 
*' made their, appearance, than fuch as candidly 
*' perufed them were fully convinced that they 
** came from God, and tended to the falvation 
*' of fouls. They could have no doubt of it, fo 
*^ long as they regarded nothing but God and 
** his glory : But when the enemy, by his temp- 
** tations, or the artifices of his agents, turned 

their 
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'* their view from that pointy to other objefts^ 
** feveral fdl off j fotne of whom have been 
^' recovered, while others have remained fo 
*• deeply rivetted in their alienation, as to oppofc 
^* with all their might the very truth which 
** before they had reliihedv and to ufe their 
** endeavours to caufe tq be univerfally decried 
" whatever could come from that fource, as 
*' poifon which every body ought to be on their 
^* guard againft. 

<* By fuch means the writings and labours of 
^* Madam Quian^ for a pretty long tirne, had 
** been thought to be entirely extingui£hed. But 
*« God made the very perfons, who defigned their 
" fupprcilioR, inftrumental to their revival. For 
** beiide foroe of her papers, which they com-; 
<* municated to particular friends, the works 
^* which they publifhed, occafionally, having 
" paffed into fordgn countries, excited the curi- 
f ^ ofitty of feveral, even among perfons of high 
^* rank, to penetrate farther into an affair which 
«* had lately made fo great a noife. 

**' This engaged them to enquire for her 
" writings, and to read \vithout prejudice fuph 
f as they could find. They were touched with 
^* them in fuch a manner, as to endeavour to 
^' discover, and to publifh for the glory of Go(i 
f^ and the good of fouls, as many of them as they 
^* could meet with. Some German and Englijh 
^^ Lords and others, not content with bare read- 
** ing, having heard that this Lady, fince the 
f* dc*th of her greateft advcrfary, had been dif- 
" charged from her hard imprifonment, wer« 
^? refolve4 to make her g vifit- To them fhc 

confided' 
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* confided the hiftory of her life, writ and rcr 
' viewed by herfclf, acquainting them that it 
f was her intention that it (hould, after her 
^ deccafe, be publiihed. She even gave her 

* manufcript to a Nobleman amongft them, 
f who was returning to England^ and who has 
' it at this time in his pofTcfiion. She died 
^ at Blois. the 9th of June ijij^ in the 70th 

* year of her age. 

•' * It was judged requifite no longer to delay 
^* this publication, being a copy taken, and care- 
** fuljyreviewed with her own original manufcript, 
^' in order to draw out that light which had not 
^* only been put under a bujhely but hid under 
** heaps of horrible flanders, fcandalous fables, 
** ridiculous ftories, and all forts of malicious 
f* artifices, to ftrike into every one the utmoft 
** averfion thereto. Even the very -f religious, 
** who ought to have better governed their ton- 
** gues, far from uttering calumnies, feem to 
•* have joined in them with pleafure, as we J fee 
*' in thp anonymous author of the life of a late 
** bifhop, who has filled almoft a whole chapter 
** of bis work with feveral fuch falfe and fcan* 
** dalous fables. 

• 

*' Here it will be feen that the words and 
** writings of this chofen foul, far from being 
** of the number of ideal productions, the ftudies 
^* of human wit, which generally give nothing 
'^ but barren fpeculations aad lifelefs images, 

are 

• Her own hiftory of her life was printed three years after her 
death, viz. in 1720, at Cglogne^ in Germany. 

t By the religious is meant friars, nuns, &c. 

X Book in. Chap. 4, of the life of the Biihop of Genivaf 
printed at Lj;ons, 1697. 
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** arc lively and experimental realities, and divine 
" truths, coflfiing from ^ foul who, dead to itfelf, 
^* and to every thing elfe, had paffed into God ; 
*' and had been furnifhed by him with extraordi-* 
'^ navy^ g^^^s, for the communication of them to 
*' other fquls for whofe fklvation he was pleafed 
** to emplby her, after having prepared her for 
** it, and confecrated her to himfelf, by the 
:** purifying trials and the daily croffcs which 
" attended her life.*' 

N. B. Thus much of the Editor's preface in 
French^ which contains about thirty pages in 
Odtavo, appeared to the Tranflator to be fuffiqi- 
ent ; except one piece^ which will be duely noted 
farther on^ in a place which feems to be the 
moft proper for it* 
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The FfiHch edititm is divided info three Parts (comprized 
in three OUcfvo volumeSy Containing each near 300 pages) 
the ^ranflation therefore is likewifefo divided. 

PART 

I. From her birth 'till her leaving France* 
IL What befell her while out of France^ and *till ihc 

got back to Paris. 
IIL Her life and occurrences after her Return, 
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C O N T E N T S 

Of The FlkST PART, 



C H A P. I. ' 

INTRODUCTION, fetting forth that God 
builds his great works on NOTHING. And 
that men muft be fo reduced, to be fit for the gracious 

defigns of . their Creator, - - 

* . » . 

II. Her birth, and moft dangerous miladies after 
it. At four Years of Age fhe goes with th^ Dutchefe 
of Monthafm to the BenediHims^ where flie wiiheB for 
martyrdonr.. A digreflion of Advice to mothers. \ 

III. Good education under the care of an elder 
fitter. Her interview, at her father's houfe, with the 
Queen o{, England^ confort to King James II. She 
daily offers her breakfaft, hiding it behind an image of 
the child Jefus. She falls into a fink, in great danger 
of perifhing in it. She goes with a mm of the order 
of St. Dominick into her convent, wJiere Ibe fares 
hardly,^ and from thence after fometime returns 
home. 

IV. Her elder brother being her mother's darling, 
fhe, little regarded, undergoes great hardfliips. She 
^rows tall and beautiful. Several fuitors, alking her 
father's confent for her, are 'refuted. A report given 
her of a relation, going on a 6iiffion to the IndieSy 
affefts her muchu The. turn, of her heart to God, 
and diligent application to every dutV. She conceives 
an eager defire to be a nun. 

V. She attends her father in his ficknefs with a 
dutiful zeil. A good coufin is of fervice to her. Cha- 
rafter of her mother. An excurfion into the country 

revives 
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revives her youthftil "Canity, -It alfo gives her a fond- 
ncfs for romances. Advantages of inward prayer,; and 
the fatal barm fiiftSined through its negleft. 

. y L . In obedience to her father, fhe enters with a 
heavy heart iiito a married ftate, in the fixteenth year 
of her age. She meets with great and daily mortifi; 
cations, from the temper of her hufband (who was 
twetoty-two years older than- flie) of his mother, and 
dn unrej^nahle waiting mald.impdfed on her by them^ 
She lays afide 'romances, iand returns to her duties. 

VII. She difcourfes on the ufefulnefs and neceflity of 
her fufibrings. Her firft pregnancy. Death of her 
good.fifter. She writes down her flips and faults in 
order to avoid them. Sprne great lofles oc'cafion her 
hufband to. go to Paris. After fome time ftic goes to 
Tiimi and fans dangerbufly rfl there. ' "^ \ 

VIII. Death of her mother. Firft a great Lady, 
afterwards a kinfman of hers, fpeaks to her of prayer 
and the prefence of God : After which a reKgious man, 
irom a five years folitude, is inftrunien'tal to make her 
find God within herfelf, with wonderful effcft -, being 
th? beginning of her lifting converfion. 

IX. Remarks On fpiritual ej^tafics^ raptures and 
'^fions: ;: ...^ 

.X. She drefles wounds, apd gives femcdies to the 
fitk. The' word of Gdd has itfe efFfeft-k her heart, 
withotit'the' mfediation of wdrds. Gomg* to embrace 
ah opportunity of gettitt^* indulgences, flie ifin'ds a (lop 
in her own mifi<;i thereto.* , She bids farev^ell to plays, 
dancing, dfvcrfions, &c. 
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XL When going to confefs, divine love in her foul 
renders her unabl? to do it, by drawing her into a pro- 
found fifehce.- What p?fi^Hoh (he had to pafs throiighf 
A view ofthc'doftriheof pureatorv. ' 
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pui^tory. 
B 2 XII. 
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XIL Unreafonable and outrageous behfivkHir of her 

waiting maid, and of her huiband. She makes her 
waiting maid a prefent for it. Miraculous condud of 
providence m her favour. Her firft acquaintance with 
Genevieve Granger ; who proved of good (ervice to her. 
Her continual inward attention to God in the fpirit of 
praycn 

XIII. She becomes unable to fay her cuftomary 
vocal prayers, A journey to Paris. Her regak at Sfc 
Cloud ends in remorfe. Her difcourfe with ofte who 
had been a beggar^ on a bridge, 

XIV. She accompanies her hu(band in a journey m 
Touraine and Orleans^ meets with 4 vilo coofeflbn 
C. Granger encourages her in piety, 

XV. A very afFeftinff chapter. She and her three 
children are dangeroufly feized with the fmall pox. 
her huiband at the fame time confined in the R^ut 
Death of her younger fon. Barbarous crudty of her 
mother-in-law. Violent conteft betwixt her and a good 
natur'd rurgeon> who wanted CO fave M* Gv ion's lific^ 
by timely bleeding ber. 

XVI. Her waiting maid endeavours to hinder hep 
from going to her worfbip. Her mother-in-law oon* 
tinues to thwart her. Her prudent anfwer to her father 
thereupon. Her inattention to fights and founds.' 

XVIL Her huib^d bqilding in the country, Ihe 
attends him. How ihe was favoured of God in her 
endeavours to gpt to places of woHhip, as alfo to fee 
or hear frooi G. Granger.^ Her fon, encouraged by 
her huiband and mother-in-law, treats her ii^ith a rebeU 
Kous infolenc^. More of troubles from her hufband 
9r4 mother-in-law, .' ' 

XVIII. Her firft acquaintance with Father ia Cpmbe, 
Convcrfion of hin^ and of three of his orden Hef 

croffes 



cmflfes ^ hone cohumie^ 1^ ^tesr charity to the 

poor. - • ^ ' • • • .;.'.•.;"! 
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XIX. A grievous malady* A journey to PitriSi 
t)eath of her father. Early piety of her daughter, and 
hen fikdded dektb.^ : . . . / . 

XX, Converrion^]*p4#abjHty of .tjb«i gpvtmeft i^^ 
lowp^ ; whp.lw4 wanmi ier to go tp |h? pfey, A.jouc^ 
i\ey ^ith h?r Huifba«Ar ^ ^ ; Birth .of a fe(;0p^ ipn, JDo^th 
of G. Grangerl Marriage of her brother at Orleans^ 
fttteodcd Hby her dnd her hsiibatid* She, thro' divine 
dire^bioo and affiftance,: feaibnabiy defeats a maticious 
assd'deep4atd iplot; defi^ned to fiiin her huiband, ^ 

XXII. Birth of a daughter. D.eath.t^ feci! huibi^nd; 
after they had been married twelve years and four 
months. She regulates all aflFairs; which, thro' his 
Jong Hidifpoficion, had been left m great cenfufkm, 
She finiflies a complicated affair, which is referred to 
her, to the fatisfaAion of ^11 parties. She determine$ 
not to leave , her. ipother-in*law^ iior to part !wkh her 
ill-temper'd waiting maid. 

XXl 7 • • -* 

XXlil r A^^^i^^^ber invtrdcondit9Pn abridged, 

XXIV. Infqlence 6f her waiting maid. Pcrlccutioa 
from'i dh^uftcd ccdefiaftic. 

XXV. Confidcrable fuitor« oflfer to her, but in vain* 
£he fal}$ iU to the h& extremity. 

XXVI. She is b^fely and unworthily treated by fom« 
pf her mother-in-law- s relations. She and her mother* 
in-law re-united. In her abfence her mother-in-law turn« 
the waiting maid out of dpors* 

XXVII. The benefits of the pbfcvire path of priva- 

ficin. .<5fiiEVA prefented to her, as the place to which 

Ihe muft remove, to attend on, and to fervc the divine 

command$. 

XXVIII 
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... XXVIIL- The intppy ;chang^v tboth in her inward 
condition, and in her pcrfecutors who now acknov^^ 
>ledge their paft errors, and teftify their , high efteem 
fi>rh«r.v " "■ ' 
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XX IX. Remarkable occurrence at Paris. A- D^ 
minicany defiring to. go on a milfion to Siam^ is tiirqed 
from it to afllft her. He firft, andlhe after him^fpeaks 
to the Bifhop of Geneva at Paris, Peing confirmed 
in its being her duty, fiie refigns herfelf to go^ to Geneva. 

XXXi. Her mother-in-law's gneat affeflion for her : 
Alfo the waiting maid's, who after her departure dies 
of grief. Her great char]t]d9iewediafuadr]r inftances, 
while fhc is waiting for the right time ot fetting off on 
Kermtended journey. ^ 
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APPENDIX to thie firsV Part, 

Containing memoirs of the lives of two Rmijb Saiots^ 

kofteured by M. Gyipff, viz. 
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|. St; Terefa^ written by herfelfi by order of her di^ 

reftor : Tranflatcd from the High Dutch 
%. St. Francis de Sales^ Bifhop and Prince of Geneva^ 

from the French. 

I 

3. A comparative view of the lives of St. Teresa and 



r 



PreKminarJr 
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ations, 



By the TRANSLATOR. 
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Aftl^JlSStlO TO 



BRITONS and PROTESTANTS. 



' < < * 



Dt£||[ned to obviate fuch Mirappreheniions>.asotlierwiie might 

be too readily conceived. 



SOME, perhaps at the very firft, may be forward to 
"of 



KJ cry out, '" What a P^pift ! — Represented a fervant 
' Chrift, aftiiig under his cdftimiflioh !^A Pbpilh 



** woman too !-- — Away with it/* 

I would rcqueft thefe, if I could interpofc a few words 
timely, not to be haftyin judgment j not to condemn 
without deliberation, . It was a fiery zeal in the Jews 
againft Chrift himfclf, which caufed him to be fo haftily 
condemned to die. 

"As I would gladly remove every ftumbfing block 
from the threihold, and open the way to a profitable 
perufal of the following excellent life, I fhall give due 
cbnfkiefation to ^he two objeftions here ftarted. 



V ^ » — ^ 



I: As to the firil, let it, be remembred, that, the apolllcj 
pf Chrift, after they had fo often' Heard the dodrinci 
'of hi? kingdom from hiis owil lips, andbeheld his Won- 
*derfuTwbrks'i''aftrr they'had beeri; fdit forth by hiin, 
ah^ wrought Wonders under "his commHTion ; had beeo 
t^ithcffcs of his refurreftion from the dead, and afcen- 
fioir into glory ; had been favoured at the feaft of Pen- 
tecoft with the miraculous efFufion of the Holy Ghoft, 
and. in confequence thereof raifed up into eminent fer- 
vice in the converfion of thoulands; yet by all this did 

V .., . not 
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not lofe their Jewljh prgudices, refufitig to eat what the 
law had prohibited, as coaunon or unclean. How carc^ 
ftst then Ihould we btf tq (odge ibrpegrailis of albwan^e 
for the prejudices of other fen^nts of Chn(f, who have 
been alike fincere and devout in his fervice ! 

4 

The apoftles retained a veneration for the ordinances 
and precepts of Mof^^ *till an extraordinary vifion was 
feen neceflary to wean them from it. By this Peter wzs 
prepared to vifit Cornelius and his houfehold ; -whtch 
to the others appeared a heinous offence, 'till the ac- 
count he gave reconciled them to it» and made them 
rejbicc on behalf pf the Gentiles : So ought every true 
chriftian to rejoice on behalf of fuch of the Papifts, as 
have faithfully followed Chrift, ivhat way foever be 
was pleated to lead them. Even fuch as, through liis 
great , favour, arc more enlightened wquld do well, 
in a moderate frame . of mind, to refpeft them : For 
tho* they don't fee fo far, or fo clearly, tney are truely 
valvJ^ble -. if faithful to what they fee. 

In fome things it pleafes God to reveal wliat, when, 
anci to whoni he fpes meet: And, when revealed, fide- 
lity is required. Probably France might not yet be 
duely prepared for fuch a reformation as England has 
beenbleft withj and not worthy of it. L^t Britons 
then, who love the chriftian religion, from readinjg the 
following life, learn the more to prize the privileges 
which kind providence has rendered their birth-right. 

We are aflured by divine authority, " that God is 
** no refp?6Eer of perfons -, but in every nation he that 
" feareth him and work^th righteoufnefs is\,acceptf4 
*' With him." * .Tho' papifts in general are dark,fupcf- 
ftitious and cruel ; yet fome few there have been even 
among them, deftitute^ qffliUedy tormented for righte- 
oufnefs fake, of whom the ivsrld was not v^Qjrtiiy : f And 
fuch undoubtedly was M Guion. 

What 

* A^ X. 34* 35* f Heb. xi. 37. 38. 
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What boQJc of divinity, aftec the bible> js now more 
in ufe among chriftians of all denominations', than that 
id Thomas a Kempis^ who was adrift member of the 
church of Rome? And what is the ^reafpn thereof, but 
that his lines are found to be lively and experimental, 
edifying, and fuiting the inward concern of every true- 
chriftiaa ? But on this fubjeft I forbear to eqlarge^.as 
in the following flieets we fhall meet with others of the 
like good fp^rit witfe hipi, \ ' i- ... ; 

. . ^ , * ■ -^ •» y . . '- - r • 

Jt is true indeed that this l^y rejtaioed a . yeneration, 
for the rites and inftitutions of that which (^nder the 
deep iippxeflions of a ftrid education in it) flip ^^eemed 
t;o be the only tri,ie patholip apoftolic churcl^ : She there- 
fore thought it her duty to be exemplary, zealous and. 
conftant, in the pious* obfervance of them; Yet Ihe. 
both faw and fuffered by the corruptions and abiifes in 
them, f nd in thjeir minifters, priefls and confeffors^ 
liVhat renders her mempry honourable, is the dedica-, 
t ion of herielf to ferve God in purity of heart and life, 
during a courie of fifty years, viz. from the twentieth 
of her age- to the end of her days/ The reader ma/ 
find, for his own encouragement, that her devotion to 
fier Creator became fixed, and continued immoveable. 
He may dbferve a progrcflive advancement m chriftian 
(tx{)erience, in the, fimplicity and fpirituality of the^ 
gofpclV, a growth of ftature and ftrength in the divine' 
fife ; an exemption from human or flaviih fears, in the^ 
midft of imminent dangers, both by fea and land; far ^ 
from flirinking when the fwdling floods of perfecution 
rdfelilgb, ancfbeat vehemently againft he^, a.readinefs^ 
10 meet th^m,. a fcoly ^ruft in the regard and all-fuffi- 
ciency of her God, a willingnefs to fufifer in and for 
kis eaufe ; ^and therein ^patience, peace, and joy, which 
brought the fure eyidence . of the divine fpring from 
whence they flowed. . 

1 would not therefore have any to make fo light of 
thefe moft weighty matters, as, merely becaufe ftie was 
born and lived a papift, to treat her life and memory^ 

C • . . . 'with 
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vith contempt, as this is whaf the worft of |>aptfts vio- 
lently, ^nd tne generality of papift? igndrantly» have 
done, why (hould any proteftants think it bcft. to ins- 
tate their prjiftice herein ? * So much fpr the firft pb* 

j,e,6tioi:i. 

IL As to the fecpnd, allow me to oblerve, th*t far too. 
inany have entertained an unreafbnable prejudice againft 
the female fex. As proteftants profefs to form their 
judgment of divine things, by what is laid down in jhe 
facrcd records v if >ye iiifoeft them, in the old tefta^ 
jpcht Wi? find fome of the females honourable, and pro- 
jjpfed for patterns in their conduft to future genera^ 
tions 'y fame of them elefted of God for prophete^ i 
^4 pnp of them,' yjz, Uteborfihi both fof a jjudgc anq 
a mothq* in Ifrael. 

Again the prophet 7&</ was favoured from Heaveii 
with ^ certain forefight, tt^at God would pour oiif of his 
JilirU on allfte/b, young and old, male and ftmale •, that 
from hence both fons and daughters Jbotdd prophtfy^ &c.+ 
Sqijic ii^deed are far coqfinipg the accomplifliment of 

' r" ■' '■■'■-- ' ' • • ■ ' thii 

* A ftlcnd p(f m^tf m a ktl^r to |9ie on this fobj^d^ wrkcf 
t&tts» ** |t i^ really attended with edification, to obferve how true 
** pietjr ti)^y. flourifl^^ tho' growing up with tares of fuperftitiODf 
** $c. I own, my mind is, /et themgroio to^eiberi% \i^, whilft th« 
*^ tares are plucked up, the corn fhoHld h^ damaged $ anddivtaft 
'fproirideAce is well able to prefenre ikQ £ii9^r9 hearted from i9^^ 
*^t^j\\fi% aivy ]w)rai. I- have often thought the Alnii^luy mi^ht 
^' pje;ri|ii|t Lacly Cuiqk to be blinded in fome things, noteflentuli 
** it\ order tfiat ili^e might be the more ufeful amongftherbwo com* 
*f munity; if ib, the fame good efid might bolanfwered ia^on^^ 
<f nation, as w^ as another. 

Ml have mapy years been In pofTeffioiv ot^ and well acquainted 
<f withy all that Lady's works ; and hai^ eariieftly deircdi»np 
*f heart they might wear an En^lifh drefs. t I dvMlbt a9t bolrdivm^ 




* " " " ' ■ ■ ' — ' 1 1 I r 



^ That iS| let thom not be thro|W|i out. In f}M4ging the Work. 
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this predidion to the liiemorablc diy of penteceft, 
unmediately aiter our. Lord^s afcenfion: But, topre«> 
vent fuch a limitacion of ic^ the eminent apoftle Pef€r 
at that time, exprcffed himfelf to the people in thcfe 
term«i ^'Theprbmife 15 unto you, and to your chil- 
*^ dfeo, and td all that are afar off) even a^ many as 
<^ the LoFd otir God SnM call/'* 



* 



Purfuant hereto, it pleafed the iuOtAi both amcAg 
the converted Jews and Gefttiles, to dignify fome df 
the female fex^ and ta authorise them to dft ttndfcr his 
cdmmiffion. Piilif tbeetar^lid siifd deacoh had four 
daughters who were propHctc^eSit The a^ftle Paul 
in his laft chapcj^r to the R^inansi namres feverai wonfien 
"^o^ were feints, . a6d laboiured in the Lord« as Ptifdlltt^ 
y^ma^ Itrypbenoy Tfypbofa^ Per'Jisi JuHa^ In his firft 
t|>iftle to the Corinthians^ chap. xi. 5. 6. he direfts how 
women, '^ho prqjf or propbefyj jfhould conduft themfelves 
in the ciercife' bf thdftf gifts;.. Wh« htf iflfeafti in this 
cpiftle, by fr&pl^^fng ht i^pliitis, cfhap. xiv* $. to be 
fpeaking unto men to edification^ and epcBortationy and cont^ 
fm\ in Ms c^ftle to- the Gtiiatians he writes diaf). iii« 
4S. that maltaMifMOie artone in CMft yt^^ In his 
cpiftle to the Pbilifpians^ chap. iv. 3. he fpeaks vtty af- 
fc6lionatcly of women -^ho' hhtirid '[jbttb' htmintli g(ff^ 
pd. . All this vcrjr evidently ihews tbat^ far from de- 
gtaidm^ and dtfpifing thdr km^ we ought higbly- to 
ifteem fiich of them as have, with an' av deflC; e)t«m- 
plaiy, unlhaken fidelity, dtvbted thtmfeiytt to diie;feN 
vice of .tiieir Creator. Such an one doubtlefs was the 
daft ladyy to whom the ^kfo^Axi y$lm vft\t his fecond 
eplftle. And as the celebrated Abbe p€fkkm'i Ai«fi- 
bilHop' of' CarnkfOffi wh<^ \^ith fine talents joined a^ deep 
hudliDty; and a fervency of love t6 God and mankind, 
honoured both the life and the doAtines of Lady OtJioH^ 
fe&f as to fuSer di^race for it; at leaCl; it laid the 
fbt^dation of that charge aga^nft him, on which was 
gtounded'the ofdd* of the King' of Prance f6rf his b4- 

C2* niflaniWC 

•A&tii. 39. fAAsxxi. S. 9. 



nifhmenf from the Court;* this, I hope, will add fome 
weight in her favour, as they were fcllbw^fcrvams of 
God, and fellow- fufFerers in his caufcf ♦ 

All thefe obfervatioiis I think, if duly attended ta^ 
will be a -full anfwer to every hafty zealot, of the kind 
above hinted at; and I hope may fufficc to remove, or 
at lead help in' feme degree toward removing, the two 
aforefaid prejudices. 

III. As this is a religious traft, an account of a re* 
fined chriftian, led by Chrift herLord in«a fingular path, 
and faithful to his guidance in it, it had been more 
agreeable to me if writ in Latin (like ^Tbetnas a Kempis^s 
book) than in French \ for this reafon, that the Latin 
•with the -other ancient languages retain, the uncorrapteji 

fimplicity 

J. _ . • . . . 

* I intend in an appendix to the third part to give a brief ac- 
count o^ the life of the faid Afchbifhop of Cambrayj a^ the latter 
part of it was fo much connefled with that of Lady Guion. 

f. In otder to. degrade worthy women, fome iadfance twoexprei^ 
fions of the apoftle Fauly by him de%ned as caucioos tp the an- 
-worthy, . ' - \ 

The. ift is in i. CorinthJ x\lr^ 34. 35. *• Let your women keep 
** filence in the churches — and" if they will Ifearn any thing, let 
<< ^hem aflc their hufbands at hotne.'' It tnanife^fliy appears in . this 
^very chapter, that contentions atid' confafion had enticed intp thie 
Corinthian 'Xhurches ; to which diforder fome forward loquacious 
women had contributed not a little. He never i^ea^t it to oppofe 
what in the fame epiftle he advifes^ of women praying or prophefy- 
ingjviz. I Cor. xi. 5. nor to difcburagfe thofe excellent women 
whom he fo much efteemed, who,. ia the right- or^er ^nd unilyy 
had laboured with him in the %o(pt\% Rom. xyi. and Philip. iv» 3 « 

Thc! ?d isiin i. Tim, Ji.. 12^ *< I fufier no^ a.won^an to teach, 
*• nor to ufurp authority over the. man, but to be in fijence." .1 
think every impartial coniiderate .perfon muft unanimoufly alloW 
this to be good counfel. Modefty and a proper regard ifb the Aibor- 

•^dinattonof the fex are true and foiid ornadients of the female^: 
Aird all ufurpation of amhcrttyjn them, over the men, carries 

. with it a very difagreeable afpcft ; as it is evidently not right: 
But it is undeniable that Chri& (whofe fpirit is not to be liiftited 

■ by the creature) may preach to'uS ' by ' fuch whom he has prepared 
for it ; whether males or females, as they are both one in him* 
Gal. iii. 28. 
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fimplicity of addrefs ; whereas a fervile adulation, often 
tinaured with falfehood, hath. flowed into the Frenchy 
with the other modern languages of Europe i, the dif- 
tinftion of Angular number to one and of plural to 
more is hereby partly loft. She, writing in Frenchy 
ufes thefe alterati9ns: Yet let not any readers think 
amifs of her for it, but charitably confider the preju- 
dices inherent to her, from her education, fituation 
and connexions in Ufe. And further, that (he had 
not found it required of her to defift from, and endea- 
vour to break through, that impropriety*, to reft ore the 
ufe of fpeech among men to its original fincerity and 
purity. Where fhe accofts her fellow-creatures, her 
own ftyle, or manner of addrefs, is given; a tranfla- 
tion being properly the turning of her own language 
into Englijh. But as ftie in this refpeft goes on further 
to addrefs the Moft High in the fame ftyle and man- 
ner ; and as that is what has not yet been admitted in 
Englijhy (and I hope never will) I have thought beft 
to render it conformable to the propriety and folemnity 
of the Englijh manner of addrefs, in prayers and thankf- 
givings to God. Where Ihe expofes her own faults, 
as often ftie does, I Ihall think it my duty to expofc 
them alfo, for that caution to others which Ihe intended 
thereby. 

IV. In the church of Rome perfons are obliged to - 
have, or to chufe, feme e<:clefiaftic for a director, or 
fpiritual guide, in relation to matters of faith and du- 
ty, to whofe injunftions a ready and pundual obe- 
dience is required. She thought it her duty to give to 
others an example of fubmiljion herein : And it appears 
to have been entirely in obedience to the command of 
her director, that (he (when advanced in age) writ the 
following hiftory of her life, and introduced into it 
more minute particulars than otherwife fhe would have 
done; becaufe he had enjoined her to omit nothing,* 
not even the fmalleft matters ftie could recoUeft. 

* Except the detail of her /ins, fearing probably, from her, fuch a 
catalogue of them as would give him no pleafure to perufc. 
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PART I.-^-C H A P, I. 

Being the INTRODUCTION 

Ad4rcfled, by Iwr, to hqr p I R E C T O R. 

* - 

1 

SINCE you require rric to write you the whole ieriai 
of i life fo extraordinary, 6) fruitful of pains iand 
trials' of patience, as mine has been, I am willing Wldi 
atl my heart tp ol3ey yptir order, tho* to me the talk 
appears painful in tny preibnt condition, which admits 
iiot of much i^fleAjon. I could wi0i extittnely, ibae 
it were in my power to convey into your' foul an ade-» 
quate idea of all the goodnefs of God to me, and the 
^xcefs^ of my ingratit^e : But it woutd be impolSble 
for me to do it;^ as weU becauff^ you defire mb not to 
be too particular in enumerating my fins^ as 1)ecaui^ 
I have forgot many things. I will try however M 
•equit myfeif to tlk beft c^ my ability, relying on 
your affi;irance of neyer expofing it, and that you will 
born it when Qoc} fbaU have given it the eSe£l h^ 
intend^ fot youv ipitituat profit, fer wkich I wookl 
gladty facrifice every thing ; perftiaded as I a^ofhk 
defigns in regard to you, both for your own fanftifica- 
tion, and' that of others. 

But 
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« 

But at the fame time I affaire you that you will 'never 
attain thereto, except, through niuch pain and labour, 
3nd in a path widely different from your cxpedation. 
Nor will you be furprized thereat, if once convinced 
{that God does not eftabliih his great works but upon 
NOTHING. It feems that he deftroys in order to 
build, to the end that th« temple, which he defigns for 
himfelf, having been built up witlj great pomp and 
m^^Cjsnee, yet only built by rthe im^ds or mea, 
ipay be >n fuch manner deiroyed as that there tnay 
not remain * oneftone left upon another. Such deftriic- 
tion muft ferve for the Holy Ghoft, to forn> a temple 
]which fliall be burlt by his own power only, 

'ph that you could comprehend thie dq)th pftljic 
myrtery, arid conceive the 'fecrets of the condiifb of 
Go(j^ -f revealed to babes^ but bid from the wife and great 
of the world, who imagine themfelves jto be the Lord's 
<:ounfellors, capable of penetrating the depth of his 
ways ; and to have attained that divine wifdom, which 
13 il bid from tbe ^ei of all living^ that is, of fuch 
as iive to themfelves, and in their own works; and 
kept chfe from tbe fowls of the air^ that is, from thofe: 
who, by the. vivacityr of their intellefts, and the force, 
of their elevation,, mount up .to heaven ; and think to; 
fathom the heijght, depth, bfeadtli ^nd e:jfjtent of 

God. . ■ ' ■ * 

: This divine W&fmx is uitknown even to thofe who 
paft in the w^rld for pcrfons extraordinary in illumina-^ 
lion and knowledge^ To whom : then is it known, 
^d:whQ c^n tell us any tidings thereof ? Definition 
m^d death tS^^s^ us that they have< heard with their ears 
of its fanie ancj fenpwn.: *Tis then in dying to every 
thir)g, and tp «}1 r^ards thereto, in order to pafs .into 
pod, aqd to live in him alone^ that one has any com* 
prel^nfion of tfy^ wifdo^i. Oh how little arp her 

' ;' ways 

* Matth. xxiv. 2. and Luke xxi. 5, 6. ||Mattfa. xi. 25. and 
Lukex. 21. II Job. xxviii. 21, a2. 
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•ways known and the conduft (he holds over her 
xrhoiccft ^fervants ! Scarce does one difcovcr any thing 
•thereof, but, furprized at the difference betwixt the 
.truth thus difcovered and the ideas formerly enter- 
*tained, fuch an one cries out with St. Paul, " Oh the 
/deptfh of the knowledge and wifdom of God ! How 
■unfeltchabie' are his judgments, and his ways paft 
finding out." * 



• ' 



He judges tiot of things as men do, who call good evit, 
tmd evil good, and who regard as great righteoufnefs 
things abhorred in his fight, and which {according to 
the prophet) are in his eftimation biK: % as filthy rags. 
,^hefe principles of felf-righteoufnefe, like thofe of the 
Pharifees, will meet with nothing from him but wrath, 
far from being the objedbs of his love and fobjefts of 
Ws reconipences : As he afllires us himfelf^ -p '.* Except 
"** your righteoufnefs recced that of the> Scribes and 
** Pharifees^ ye Ihall in no cafe enter into the kingdom 
**of heaven.'^ Which of us has a righteoufnefs that 
romes up any thing near to that of tlje Pharifees, and 
in doing lefs good has not more of oftentation ? Which 
of us it not pleafed to be righteous in our oWtt^ eyes, 
and in thofe of others, and ta think that fufficieot to 
fatisfy God ? Yet we may fee the iadignation w^hich 
our Lord, as well as his fore-runner, mantfefted againft 
fuch forts of perfons. He who was the perfeft model of 
tendernefs and mceknefs, yet fuch as was deep and 
came froni the heart, not that afFeded meeknefs, which 
imder the form of a dove hides the heart <rf a bcmk^ 
conffantly treated thofe felf-righteous perfons with au* 
iJferity, and leemed to diflionour tl^m before men. 
The colours in which he reptefented them - appeared 
ftrange, while he looks on finners wth < mercy and 
love-, protefting that for them only he wais €ome, thai 
it was the Jickwbo needed a phyfician ; and tho* the fa- 
viour of Ifraeli he only eame to [ave the kftjheep of the 
houfe of Ifrael. J 

1> Oh 

,.■■«••■ , 

♦Rom. xi, 33, ^ Ifai. Ixiv. 6. f Matth, v, 20. t Matth. 
ix. II. 12. 13. 
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Oh love! it fcems thou art fo jealous of tbie falyation 
thyfelf gives, that thou prcferrcft the finner to the righ* 
tepus, the poor finner who, feeing in himfelf nothing 
but mifery, is as it were conftrained to hate, himfelf 
He cafts himfelf, asotherwife loft, into the arms of 
his Savipur, plunges with faith in the facred .bath qf 
his blood, comes forth wbit€ as woolj and :aU full c^ 
love for him who, alone able to remedy, his mala- 
dies, has had the charity to do it. The more enor- 
mous his crimes have been, the more he loves h^m ; 
and his acknowledgments are fo much the ftronger as 
the debts remitted have been greater j while the riglv- 
teous, buoy'd up with his good works as he prefumes, 
feems to hold his falvation in his own hands^ and 
regards heaven as a recompence due to his merits. 
lie exclaims againft all finners, in (he bitternels of 
his zeal, fcprefcnts the gates of mercy as barred to 
them, and heaven as a place to which they have no 
right : While he thinks an admiflion into it the more 
fecure for himfelf, as he appears in a higher degree 
to have merited if. Jlis Saviour is in a manner ufc^ 
Jefs to hiin, he is fo loaden with his own merits. Oh 
jiow long will he bear the flattering load ! While thofe 
iinners, divefted of every thing, fly on the wings of 
faifh and love into the arms of their Saviour, who 
freely gives then^ what he has infinitely merited foy 
them. ... 

Iri the former how much love for thetnfelvesj and 
how little for God ! They blefs and adii^ire tliemfelvc$ 
in their work$ of righteouffieis^ which they efteem 9s 
the c^f? of their pappinefs. Thefc works are no 
foonef: tp^pofei to the fun of righteoufnefs, than it 
difoov^iSr.all their iniquity, and makes them appear a$ 
ferdi4 4S ihf mifchief whi^h they do to the heart, 

3t. Paul aflures us that if?e faith of Abraham was imr 
puled fo him for righteoufnefs. This is tfucly beautiful i 
For it is certain that that eminent Patriarch did all 
l>is aftions ^ith very great righteoufnefc j and yet he 

/ ' ' ^ did 
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did not lee them as fuch. Being entirely free* from 
fclf-love, aiid a fbndnefs for his own a&ions, his faith 
was founded on the falvation to come by Ghrift. He 
hoped in him^even agdinji - hope itfelf : And this was 
imputed to him for rigbteoufnefs^ -f* Viz* a righteoufnefs 
pure, lim'ple and genuine, merited for him by Chrift, 
not a righteoufnefs wrought by himfelf, and regarded 
as of himfelf 

All thls^ may appear a digreffionj very remote from 
the fubjetS I proppfed at firft to write upon : But it 
will help to guide you infenfibly to it, and let you fee 
that God takes,' to accomplilh his works in, either con- 
verted fmners, whofc paft iniquity may ferve for a 
counterpoifc to their elevation ; or perfons in whom he 
totally overturns their felf-rightedufnefs, and temple 
raifed by the hands of men, works built on the moving 
fand, inftead of being founded on the living ftonc 
Jefus Chrift. All that he came into the world to 
cftablilh is effefted by the deftruftion of the very things 
he defigns to build. He eftablifhed his Church in a 
way that fectoed.tp deftroy it. What a ftrange way is 
it of eftabliChing a law, a.nd giving it a fandtion, when 
the legiS^tor i§, by the chief teachers and powers of 
th^'Work], con^mned as an infamous malefador, to 
ft reproachful and cruel death ! Oh were it but enough 
known how oppofite to the defigns of God felf-righte- 
oufnefs IS, it woukl be an endlefs fubjedt of humilia* 
tion, a. difllrud: of all that is refted on as our only 
fuppc^c^ . • 

This being premifed, it wfll be lefs difficult for you 
to iconceivc the defigns of God, in the favours he. l^as 
conferred. on the moft miferable of creatures, favours 
of which I had rendered myfelf very unworthy. From 
the fupreme love of his own power, and a juft jealoufy of 
the honours which men pay to other men, on account 
of the good which he places in them, it has pleafed 

him 
D2 

t Rom. iv. 1 8. Z2^ 
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him to take the mod unworthy object that ever was, 
to make known that his graces are the cfFeds of his 
will, not the fruit of our merits ; that it is the property 
of his wifdom to deftroy what is proudly built, and t© 
build what is deftroycd, to make ufe of weak things 
to confound the mighty^ and to employ in his fervice fuch 
as appear vile and contemptible^ 

ThisT he does m a manner fo aftonifhing, as to ren- 
der them the objefts of the fcorn and contempt of 
all creatures. It is not to procure them the appro- 
bation of men, that he makes ufe of them for the 
falvation of thofe fame men ; but to render them the 
objefts of their diQike, and the butt of their infults ; 
as you will fee in the narrative of the life which you 
have ordered me to write. 



1 



C H A P. n. 

I Was born,* as I have been told, on Eafter Eve, the 
13 th oi April 1648, but not baptized till the 24th 
of Mayy for the reafons which follow. My parents 
made a very high profeflion of piety, cfpecially my 
father, who inherited it from his anceftors -, for in his 
family they reckoned almdl as many faints as perfons 
who compofed it. I was born before . the due 
time ; for my mother, from a terrible fright, was de- 
livered of me in the 8th month ; at which time they 
fay, tis almofl: impolTible for a child to live. I had no 
fooner received life than I had like to have loft it, and 
to die without baptifm. I was carried to a Nurfe; 
"When there, my father received the news that I was 

dead 

* She was born at Montargisy a town in the province ofOrleanois, 
fifty miles fouth from Paris. Her Name was JEANE MARIE 
BOUVIERS DE LA MOTHE GUION, taken from feveral of 
her family, to preferve their memory, according to the cuftom of 
people of quality in that country. 
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dead; at which he was much affliftcd.: But foon after 
a meflenger arrived, informing him that I had given 
fomc fign of life. He then took a Prieft, and brought 
him to me himfelf ; but on his arrival he was told that 
the fign of life I had given, was only an expiring figh, 
and that I was abfolutely dead. The Frieft returned^ 
r and my father alfo in the utmoft diftrefs. 

t 
$ 

This held fo long, that, fliould I tell' it, it would 
appear incredible. Oh my God, it fccms to me as if 
thott permitted a condudt fo fmgular toward me, -in 
order that I ftiould become the more fenfible of the 
greatnefs of thy providence over me, and of my being * 
indebted to thee alone for my falvation, . and not to 
the efforts of any creature. Had I died then, I ha4 
perhaps never known or^ loved thee : And this hearty 
created for thee alone, might have been feparated from 
thee, without ever having been united to thee. Oh 
thou who art the fovereign felicity ! That there now 
remains to me the confolation of having known thee, 
of having loved, fought, and followed thee, of having 
{acrificed myfelf in the ftrength of pure love to thee^ 
with every thing in any wife appertaining to me : That 
I have, with a heart full of gratitude, fought thy ho- 
nour, glory, interefts, and not my own : That I have 
loved all the chaftifcments which thy juftice dire6ted, 
and hand infiided, or ever fhall infiidt on me, fo as to 
join on the fide of that juftice againft myfelf; all this 
is owing to thy free grace and goodnefs. . 

Thefe alternatives of death and life were fignal 
omens of what was to befall me j one while dying by 
fin, another while living by grace. Death and life 
had a combat; but life proved victorious. Oh might 
I but hope that, in the conclufion, life will forever be 
yidtorious over death ! Doubtlefs it will be fo, if thou 
alojie. live in me, oh my God, who art at prefcnt my 
only life and my only love. 

Upon examining the caufe of thofe continual fwoon- 

ings. 
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ings, they difcovcrcd, at the lower part of my back, 
an impofthumc of a prodigious bignefs. I had inci- 
fions made in it ; and fo great was the woimd, that the 
Surgeon could put his whole hand into it. So furpri- 
fing a malady, at fa tender an age, was enough to have 
put an end to my fife : But, as thou waft willmg to 
make me a fubjcft of thy greateft mercies, thou didft 
pot permit it. Out of that impofthume, thus laid open, 
came fuch frightfiil corruption, as I have been told, 
that I have thought it an emblem of my fpiritual ftate, 
and of the method of cure which my Saviour has ufed. 
Scarce was I freed from this ftrange malady, but I was 
feized with i gangrene; firft on one thigh, then on the 
other. My fife fecmed hardly any thing elfc than a 
complication of maladies.* 

At the age of two years and a half I was, for a 
Ihort fpace,' placed with the Urfulines. After my re- 
turn home, my mother, who was not very fond ' of 
girls, neglc6led me too much, leaving me to the care 
of women ftill more negligent. In the mean time 
God protefted me, elfe I had perilhed : For, thro* 
my extreme vivacity, I was frequently falling into one 
accident or other. 

' I was foUr years of age when the Dutchefs of Mont* 
balbn came to the BenediSfines.f As there was a great 
fri^ndfhip betwixt her and my father, Ihe entreated 
him to place me there, becaufe I greatly diverted her* 
liere I faw none ,but good examples : And as I was 
naturally difpofed to goodnels, I followed it when I 

found 

* Her conflitutioh was alt along fo tender and delicate ; het 
}KK}r body pained and weakened with' diileinpers fo frequent, 
various and violent ; ib often reduced to the lafl extremity ; that it 
appears a miracle, from the hand of Cod, that her life, thro' all 
the defperate attacks on it, was prolonged to its feventieth year. 

t Vrfidines^ BenediSinejy Dominicansy &c. are, among Roman Ca^ 
tholics, religious orders, fo called in honour of St. Urfula^ Bimdi&t 
Domiuic, Mq. The honfe of the UrfuUnet was a Nunaeiy, and 
befide that, a Seminary for the tuition or education of young 
maids ; in which office fome of the Nuns were employed. . 



CvAT.llI. LADY] G U J O N, 9 

foqn4! nftj>e4y ^itHra me from it. . Young as I was, ^I 
loved to hear of G^,.j^[ ,bfi^at f;hiu;<:i>, .and.,di:efl: ip 
the habit of a little Nun. 



V • ».♦ 
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Qxie dfty;in»^^^i^!Ac frightful iiptions, which had 
boen gjlyen txit of ;H^i,',were only, d^giied.ito intiaii- 
;4atei|iev becaufq'ii waj^us^iy? APd . fprightly 5 I i^.V 
that oighli, jivaj{irMin,,i§ iffghtf^il §Q jna^g? pf Hell, 
:th4t,:thoM?ut ftjn^f::§by4 I/P^yer forgot; it> : Jt 
appearal,tp me,.%. pl^jeipf horriye/d^knqfe, wjbgr^ 
foiils were .tprn^e^jj^ jrj^ eI^? W.^5 fticWnpie there.; 
f^hkhm^? m8.W|>:lat<|crij«>.^il4 cry ^ut^^ "Oh! my 
God, if 7t bou ; -WQii**c4 . m vSntrcy^ only. . grant (ne fonr^e 
days.$^ Jff?, n?y?E:nft$rS!*ft«'d I offend th^e-" Thou 
granted xne them,- 91^ wjthal-a .courage to ferv^ thee, 
which furp^flcd my ^'^ I JwaQt^d to. go to confcfi, 
without faying any thing of it to any body: But .b^ing 
io little, the .miftrds; cf. the boarders .Yfeot/iyithflfie. 
She was furprifed to Ho^j mejbegin.with' accu$ng fnyr 
fclf of having enfjsrtained thoughts contrary to the 
faith. The Confeflbr, fmiiing, aiktd me ", What, they 
were?" I jold him. th^t *' l.h»i deubs^d; pCJEieUi 
but that I now dogb)ipd -no l^if^T: pf j?*? ; 

Alti?r njy confeffion I feitdn myfelf an inexpreflibJe 
fervour, to that degree that I even >iyifhed to efldiwre 
fliartyrdom. Thafe: ;gaDd girls, to , 4i wrt . .thejmfchm 
and to fee how f^r.tJbi^ xlfu\g fprvqn^y would carry me, 
bad me prepare mj^iyf fw it. \ L'i^f4X?d.to thee,.;ny 
God, with ardour; which being both new and delight- 
ful, was an affurance fif thy love : Jt g^v^.tnCjCO^age, 
and; made me mof^ Jeagerly defir« : that; martyrcjbm 
nwght be granted me, 'that thereby i might go to fee 
my God. , The girl$ had no fobri,cr fet me on' hiy 
kitiees^ pp| iat cloth th^^ w^ ^pread^' but^. feeing ^ gr.e^^ 
cutl^s Mtedijap bnhmdmd^ :I cried^out^ .^'Iwas not^a^ 

liberty t^ die withdwf my father's tonitntJK They faid 
then, " I fhould be tio martyr ; gtrnl th^j:'*r only made 
jtha(c^'5^cufe .to free myfelf fi-om ii;.*r. At^d indetd H 
W*» trvtff. . ttofvreViri I w*5 »ftfit.ijt: inuch s^flji4^ed, 

♦'''/•*•'''' • I 1' > i J ^^[w 
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My confolation left me ; and-fometKing reproached mf 
chac I wanted courage to go immediately to Heaven. 

From this houfe I was (bon after removed, on ac- 
count of my great and frequent indrfpofitions. Being 
now returned home my mother, little reeardiflg me, 
left me to the care of dom^tks/ l^'rom mm I could 
karn nothing but evil^ akid contraA a familiarity with 
it: For fuch was my difpoiitioh that good or evil 
examples attrafled me. When I faw good done I did 
it;, and thought not once about any thing contrary^ 
But when I faw evil done I was too prone to imitation, 
and to forget the good. ' My 'brother being ^the great 
<i4rling of my -mother, nothing in me could flie fee but 
faults, and yet omitted the proper care to reform thenu 
Being too much ieft- to myfelf^ I was ' expoled to a 
^multitude 6f dinger^. Whit deifefts or wrong habits 
I had, were fuch as would cafily have been remedied, 
hzd I, been under any proper care. I don*t remember 
that at that time I did amifs in any thing, except in 
$tying a fiumber of pretty little things, as I thought, 
to dwj^Jt thofe about me. 'K.tkpmg myfelf at a dif- 
tance thca from my mother, as itfluch as poffible, I took 
pernicious liberties, and contrafted bad habits. One 
day my father -caugbt me -at play with fomje children in 
the ftreet* fc . fuch a way as ill fuited my rank and 
quality : So much ^as he mov.ed at the fight, as he 
tenderly loved me, that, without faying a wOrd to any 

t)ody^ h^ immediately took wp jto the Urfulinef, 

... • ' 

In lihis chapter ihe makefi along Xgreffion on the defeA of duty 
in mothers, who negle^l their chiidren, erpectall3r daughters ; who 
4lon't daely keep them under their ow^n eye» endeavouring to ia- 
itru^, and infpire them with an early lov^ to piety and virtue ; 
fcttinp forth tKc fatal confequences of fach ncgledj and how 
many, by means of it, become quite loft, who might otherwife 
have been like Angels on ^aithl: Alfo, on the iojudicioM coiidud 
of fuch as keep their chjldnen, with ttuBrnfclr^s, too long at their 
deyotioBs ; overd^rgiog xhem with ft food which they cannot yet 
relifli, and which th^ir tender ftomachs are too weak to digeft ; 
which creates in them fuCh a difguft for it, that, when it wouM be 
proper for them, they riin off and avoid it. Like birds ilk » cage» 
9» fwin as they £nd any opening they fly out, a^d return no more. 

She 
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She alfo obferves that fome others deviate into fuch an extreme^ 
as to be whole days at their devotions, while they leave their 
daughters loofe, to tuti into all forts of unguarded and offenfive 
liberties ; and afks, <* What is the good of fuch facrifice as occa^ 
iions iniquity ?" Let them, fays Jhe^ take due care of their daugh* 
ters, treat them as fifters, and make them fond of their prefence, 
inftead of flionning it : So would they prevent the courfe of dlibr-*^ 
ders$ and tbefe daughters, becoming mothers, .wjpuld educate 
their children as they had been educated thepfelves. She then 
earnelUy prefTes ' an uniform conduct to be heM over children, 
in order to keep up an affe^ionate union amongft ttiem; obferving 
that the unjoft partiality and preference of fome over others oft«n 
caufe a jealoafy and fecret hatred, which increafe with" their yeark, 
and continue as long as life. How many do we fee, the idols of a^ 
houfe, who treat their brothers or fillers as Haves, after the exam- 
ple of the fathers' ^nd mother;*, till the idolized brat becomes the 
fcourge of- the parents, and the poor abandoned child their only 
Qonfolatiott ! No more ihould any think of forcing their children 
into convents, and of facrificing fome to exait others:. Thereby, 
would be removed the enormities of the cloyfters, becaiife then 
there would do more be any but perfons called of God, and whofe 
vocation he would fupport : Whereas thefe perfons, who mak4; the> 
vocation of their children, are the caufe of their def|}alr and r«in, 
by the irreconcileable hatred which they retain againft their 
brothers and fitters, who are the innocent caufes of their temporal 
and eternal mifery. '* Oh parents, what reafon^haye ye tQ fetve 
them thus \ This child. Jay ye^ is the difgrace of human nature." 
For that very reafon ye ought to love and pity it the more«. 
Perhaps ye are the caufe of its difgrace : Increafe then your 
charity to it. Or it inay be, God has , given it to - be the objedl 
of your compaiHon, and not of yottr hatred. Is not fudi child 
fufficiently affl^dled to fee himfelf deprived of the natural advao« 
tage» which the others poflefs, without your augmenting that af« 
flidtion by your upjuft and cruel procedure? The child, whom 
ye defpife, may one day. prove a Saint; and perhaps that othef# 
whom ye hug, may torn out a Reprobate. 
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IWafi them near fevcn years of age. In this houfe 
' were two half lifters of mine, the one bjr my father^ • 
tRe other*by my mother j for my parents had both becft 
married, before they were to each other- My father' 
re^ommeqded me to the care of his daughter, who I 
think was one <^ the moft fenfible and religioMa o£ her « 
time % and the . moft pr6per to tutor young girte. 
this* was Yor me, oh my God, an eflfeft of thy 
providence, and of thy |ovc< and thefirfl: means of my 
falvation; fotr as flic lov^ me m\ieh, her a£fedion 
made hey diftover in mt many good kfualities, 
vj^hich in (hy great ' goodhefs thon hadft implanted 
in n?e. St^ Endeavoured to cultivate 'them. I. 
beJieve that if 1 had continued in fuch wife and 
good handsel fhouid have had as much virttte, as I 
HiVe fince contrafted of vicious habits. 

..... ... ... ,,. 

-Xhk gb<?4 fifter employed her time in inftrufting 
nie in piety, and in fiich branches of learning as were 
fiiitablc to my age and capacity. She had good 
i|Jeats, and. iplprovcd . them ' well^ was frequent in 
pr^yier," ^d her faith as great and as pure as moft.. 
She denied herfelf every other ^^iatisfadion, to be with- 
mc^ and to iriftruft me : Nay fuch was her aflfcftion for 
nie, that'it made her find, as ^he told me^ more plea- 
furc with me than any where" elfe. 

If I made her agreable anfwers, more from chance 
than ji|dgmenr, Ihe thought herfelf well paid for all 
her kbour. In fhort, under her care 1 foon became 
miftrefs of moft things fuitable for me, infomuch that 
many aged perfons, of fome rank and figure, could 
not have anfwered to the things which I did. 

As my father often fent, for me honte to fee me, 

one time I found the Queen of England there. I was 

* .' -* then 
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then near eight years of age. My father t(!)ld[ the 
Quccft's confeflbr, that if -he teamed a little amufe- 
ment» he might eatertain himfeHF ^ith me, and pro- 
pound fome queftions to me. Hfe tried ttie wMi 
feveral very difficult ones, to which I retOrfted -ftfCh 
pertinent anfwers, that he c^rriefl me t^ tfe« Qu^eA, 
attd faid to her, ** Yoor Majefly miiA have fome drvd#- 
fion with this child*' She alfo trted rtte 5 and ih^ fo well 
pleafed with my lively anfwers, and my mJiftneis, th4t 
(he demanded me of my father with no fmatl in^poi^- 
tunity, aflliring him that fhe would take particular care 
of' me, defigning me for maid of hdnduf ib Xht prin- 
xxfs. But my fiat her refiftted fe far as to difofelige h&. 
poubrlefs it was God who caufed 'his refufai, arid 
thereby turned off the ftrofce whieA itright fejtv^e pr<>btf- 
bly interccptted my falva?tien: tK)r being lb weak as f 
'Was, what ^ouH 1 have dl)rie art court, but be ^uitse 
loftthete? 

I went back to thb U^t$nes^ where ^rhf =good ®ft* 
corttintied herfffie^ion. BMtasihewttS 'not t^ «if- 
trefi of the boarders, -and ^as I wfes obliged foWidtimes 
to go ^png with them, 1 <:ontrafted bad hkbki ; I 
became addifted to Jyitig, peevifiinefs and indevotioft, 
paifing wfealfc days withotit thinking on God -, ^& 
he watched oontinualJy ovct ^le, as the Te^ud wiM 
inanifeft. 1 did not remain 'long under the power of 
fiiih ^icioiiis habits ; fornhyfiftef^s-cal'ds^ec^dy^ed t&e. 
\ -loVed much to hear rfG^, was not weai^-fet-churctr, 
loved to prsty, had tendernefe ¥br the podr, ^riid k 
natural dfflike ¥eir 'perifons ivhofe doftwftfe^w^as jud^d 
tjhTotind'; hi vifig Tucked Sn, ifrith my mlBc, the»puh*y 
ofthefeith: ft^iS Ood ^hks ahvays coritiftftifeS tS^the 
that grace, in tJhe hiidft ttf .my greattf ft irffiddlides. 

Ther* wa§ A the end' of »flie garden a little 'chap^l, 
dedicated to the cHild Jefus. ThiAer I betook m^ftlf 
for devotion -, ^nd, Tot- 'fome time, carrying my break- 
feft thither jevcry mwning, hid* it ^1 behind ^his^imag^i 
i^ I was fo much a child, that I thought I made a 

£ 2 confiderable 
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Confiderable facrifice in depriving myfe5|f of it. 

Being alfo delicate in my choice of food, I wilhed to 

mortify: my felf; but found felf-love ftiM too prevalent, 

. to fubmit to fuch mortification. After this when they 

, were cleaning out this chapeJi, they found behind the 

image what I had left there, and prefently guefled that 

it was I, as they had feen me every day going thither : 

And God,* who lets nothing pafs withopt a recom- 

^pence, foon rewarded me with intercft for this little 

infantine devotion. 

One day my companions, who were big girls, to 
divert themfelves, went to dance., over a deep pit, 
which ferved for a (ink to the kitchen, apd a common 
fewer to carry off the filth. It was deep, and covered 
with boards for fear of accident. When they retired 
I wanted to imitate them ; but the boards broke under 
me, and I fell into the frightful goute, yet hanging 
by a little bit of timber, in fuch manner, that I was 
plugged in. the filth* without bfcing ftiflcd with it; 
a figure of th^ inward (late which I had to undergo, 
when in the horrible pit, which I was unable of myfelf 
to get opt of. But God, in his goodnefs, preferved 
me in each, and brought me out of them ; defiled inr 
deed for a time, but not deHroyed 1 I was at the gates 
of death, and yet death was not permitted to have any 

Eowcr over me. What lupport had tho little ftick 
een, on which I re(led, if the adorable hand of my 
God h^d not, at this critical juncture, fuftained me ? 
Bift for that, undoubtedly it had (bon broke. I cried 
ou( with ^]1 my might. The boarders, who faw me 
fall, inftead of running to my help, went to alarm the 
fifters of the houle. Thefe fifters, concludiDg X was 
killed, ran to c|itirch to ^ppri^^e pay fitter, who was 
then at .prayers. iShe immediately prayed for me, and 
(after having invoked %hc blefled virgin) caoicto 
me half dead ; but was npt a little furprized, 
when (he faw me, in. the mire and .filth, feated 
9S pp an e^fy cbai;> i^l^e adn^^red th^t gpodnels of 
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God, which had fupported- me in fuch a iniilaculbus 
manner.. . , . r ': •. 

: I cpntii:nied fome timt Ipnger^ith my fifter, whdrc 

I retained [ the bye ?*d fear d( God. My life w:as 

. -ealy v I. waft educated agreably With- her. 1 infiprovcd 

much in th?,.t;jme th^t 1 had my heahh ; fqtr vecy often 

'.was J fick^ and feized with maladies; as. ftidden' as 

: xmcommpn : In the evening well, and in the mornmg 

fwelled ^nd full of bUieilh marks, fymptoms of a fever 

which foon followed, ^t-nine years of age, I was 

taWeri with fo violent a fit of throwing up Blood, that 

they thought I was going to die j aijd by it I was very 

much weakened. 

A little before this fevere fit, my other filler became 
jealous, wanting to have me in her turn. Tho* fhe 
led a good life, yet fhe had not a talent for. the educa? 
tion of * children, I may fay, that was the period 
of my.happinefs in this houfc. At ficfl: (he carelied 
me much v but, all her carcfTes made no impreflion hn 
my heart. My other lifter did more with a look, 
than fhe -with either careflTes or threatenings. As fhe 
faw that I loved her not fo well as the other, Ihc 
changed her fondling to rigorous treatment. She 
wQul^ not allow me to fpcak to my other fiftcr^ and 
wherf fhe knew I had fool^e to h^r, ftie got me whipt^ 
or elfe beat ipe herfejt I coyld po longer hold out 
againft fuch fevere ufage, and therefore requited with 
ingratitude all the favours of my paternal fifter, going 
no more^' to fee her : Which yet did not hinder her 
from giving me marks of her tifual goodnefs, in the 
great malady I mentioned above.- She kindly con- 
ftrued my ingratitude to be rather owing to my fear of 
chaftifement, than any bad inclination : And indeed I 
thinkrthat was the Ofily tim?, th^ this fear a^ed with 
fo much force on- me. 

My fathef, bcihg informed of all t|i*2|t pa/Ted, took, 
ipc h0tiie j?LJ|^h/ I wa^ zi^Jmi Av^. w;ar ten yc^$ ^£ 
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^e. I ftiiy^d enly a little v^hSe at homt ; ibr ' 9 ntdi 
of the order of St. Dondmc^ * of a great family, and 
6ne of my father's intimate friends,^ follicited him^ to 
place me in ht* ci^^enf, df \efciiih (he was the priorefs, 
pmmifihg Hie woiUld tak^ tarfe of me herfelf, and 
inake me lodg^e in her oW^ daSnW ; for this Ikcfy had 
ccAiceived ^ gttat i^eAfioh-tot^^Me. But fhewas ic^ 
much taken tip with hter iDofhtkuhity, in which many 
trbublefom^ %nz\t% fell 6ut» that fiie was not at liber^ 
to take inuch care of me. Here I had the chicken- 
JJDX, \vhich ittadfe me kcfep my bed three weeks, in 
which I had very bad attendance, tho' my father and 
Wother thought I was tmdcr excellent care. Thfe 
ladies of the houfe had fuch a dread of the fmall^pox* 
as they imagined mine to^ be, that they durft not. cpme 
fi'ear me. I palfed almoft iXi the time without feeing 
any bdHy, but a lay-fiftef, ^ho only brought me my 
allowance 6f diet, at the fet hours, and then immedi- 
kcely went off agaMi. I providentially found a bible in 
Iwy chamber, and having both ^ fondnefs for reading 
and ft happy mfcrtory, 1 fpcht whdte days in reading it 
from rtioming to night, ahd learned entirely the hif- 
twical pait. Yet I was really very unhappy in this 
houfe: For the other boarders, being big girls, pla- 
gued me With very grievous p^riccutions. I was fd 
much neglefted, as to meat and drink, that I fell 
away, and became quite emaciated. Several othet 
woflfes J had, which were haVd enough for me to bear. 

CHAP. 

* Havbg medtioBod three dEtbmilh 'Saints, mz, XTrsula, BsirE« 
DjcT, and DonarNxc, I ^iball beirC g}ve k l>rief fummaiy ^f 
'their liiilofies. 

« 

1. ^3^^vH/h\ ^t%Ahe Aiii|^ht(^ of it frinee of 6reiU Britain. 
Maximus a Rman General, being fainted %asptxw (in tkb year 
382) by his army in Great Briihin^ croiTed the channel into Gaul 
(ox Fran§e):in order -tp el^bliAi his xb(Qiie,'and diipofiefsthe Emperor 
€Mrtkn: fn rtih »tpdt!it^o)i Conah a Britifi Prince, iignsJize4 
WbOSi In^iftfcolpftW^itf W^Hke% *Mmiimt gave him the 

^'^p. fovernment 
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AFTER having been here about eight months, my 
fitthtt tx>ok me home' agdm. My mother ke]f>t 
me rtiore with, her, bfcgimirng now to have a higher re- 
gp»r4,/9^.^ t^m^i iet Af '^ill preferred my 



<•♦ ^ f-< »t 'l,* , 



A. ^ J irf 



gvernment of Jrmorfcd or Sntany (in &i«(«.} . £ijr0/s(» ...^^. 
ddd Kit jy^i9i4«i ff#t tO[>Pi«i«^fJ?4i>g of QfTi^h. jto 4^|Mnd .^i» 
daughter ^/yMit in mm^^ »«^ JO .4efirc iW ihiB.ww^ ^i;ingr 
widi liet il.miMly XQWg.w9fpep^ ft^wM ^ Wi¥^J^ accompany 

with her cQ9ipH*w*s, to^fe.fhiftpyig {^^ ^^fiijl ^ ^ . ^ ' 

The'fleet which conduced them was i^ii('il6rltt^ etdk vpoff^^bti 
eoaft of flU/W* 'The^jr made ?V^/ a po^t-'it tSiji^^^ouch of the 
JRhiMff and from thience- 'aijmttced^ tdwiHi' CbAjjfW m die. JSi^Imi; 
The iTiMtf^.t' art th^iim^f^iif^i&A,efM4i4^$.4^^ 
vtffehto hehas ta th^ Jcir«r/ Am fim^i^^^mi^fi , V^^IRo)^ 
d^n/ ThsliatbanaB$i^o«id|i«yeiiirQod4b&w^fO^^ BatV«/^ 
exhortingf her cos^anionc f«tlifria.di^'rh4J>.40 f9ffi»$ IJ^eir I^R^<?i 
to be ftained, animated dieci tj9 ^mftke ft«b « r^^A^Q^i th^i t^ 
miBans, being difiq»pototed» biorberonfly iiia^iafWd tljipiiy Tbi^ 
was in ^5«.The nomiyv of the.vtrgin8.flbiflisfiPt,qfF.tJHnj|r agj-e^ 
upon. Tradition had reported eleven thoufand.* But archbtfliop 
Ufier^ in \i&^ntiquities of the Britifh Churcbts^ confutes that idle 
ftoryJ '" " "'^ ""' " "* 

The tongregatrion or «onHiiaiik)f ^il" die £^!yU*4tf» .made ji{> of 
yoang VToni^n sind-widoiv^T^i^h 'fellow* St^ AugufiMt mleamiee 
bifhops, was ffrfi inftittlted hy i^«fW# J|^<in JiR«^«waiid the ijiAi^uv 
don ipprniveti %y fooe %}rtgbryliM. in f 572* It waa«afteiawanl 
fbunded In ^f isxrrf ; fA i6tt'. Tfr^firflr-meniiiqry^ef^iiia. name dune 
was t)lat o^'i^drrr/, after whidh^l^IIo^ived »eay others of the AMUt 
name in dia^ kingdom. •. .Q«.ficiiei)jos 



. ■{ 



■I 'Hi H J»J| I l l H 1 i j|M| i ,M ■ HM ' ; ' M f M > l iu^ l' ili ... ■ ■* 

t Thc(e A^«/, by the ^ttotftits tranfmitted of them, apptesr t& 
have been* a moft frjghtfyl Ifet qf ftv^ges- They inhabited di^ 
marfljes aboiit the Paius Wt^tis (tjr fea of Afi^fh) -a coantry whlcft 
feems ^l ^lojig to have been famous for barbarotis inhabitants, 
beiijg ^t thij day the ftat' of the Conchy and Tartars^ who live 
jnucK on horfe flelh and mares milk, and ttre very cruel when they 
jan and dare be fb. They are at prefcnt br6ughf.ttndcr the power 
oi l\it Ruffians. ' The 
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brother, which was fo vifible, that every one (poke ol 
it with diftike ^ for when I wat. fick» and met with any 

thing 



.II. Benedict was.t^ie pa^rij^ch or l^u^der of a famous ordei^ 
called tht Benedi^ines, . He was the firfk jwho brought, .a. mbnaHic 
life into efteem in the Weft. He was born* at i^urjtj a' towp in 
Itay^ aboat 4^0; This order, as ic is^he rsA9t aneient, -is the. 
noft famoas of the Roman church. It has been the fource of feve- 
ral orders, which follow the rale of the fiirft founder, and have made 
new branches of Monks in the church of Romi^ as QartbufioMs^ 
Qtiiflines^ Humiliate &c. ' * ^ r . 

\ in. jyoiAiniizde Gu/manx TiSpamJh geiftktrfstt), died at B^Ugke 
VR Ifa/y, in I22T, iinxi wtis c^nonlzM hy Pope' Gregmy IX, 1235.^ 
f!e had preached ' ze'aToufly a^aihft the Aibiginfes ; a6d his seal did ' 
iJot'ftop thert. ■' Hewi^the founder of the order of the J>9minicaHSr 
under St. Au^ufiine'%'tti\tf ^nd hisewncenflitatiORSi. i He like wife 
lA *his fiirioast ^^Veftabiiihed a military order agajii^.th^, poor 



•dliij^ep/eu Th^«.Jfnighuof this order were caIM^X*?^^ Chrifl's 
{bldi«Sts» (MT th« fe*«thf^n'0^ St-* £>*«i«»*^Vniilitia, . ^ 1 :.-.. 

*'Th6fe^M/^«^weriK>efot^Brft from popery, firft: i]priogittg up 
9X jfibiy iciVf-'^i^^i^-LangU' dot in FrAiki^ libe the f^awim or 
W'tddenjtii who ffmiti^tip at' the city of £j>t«i in '^kma: Thieie 
ktter were (o called 4^ttiMp//'rr Watdi^^ or Vaudy a rich aiidchftrita- 
Erlemer^hflfbt there, ^^Ho«xp<}fed tHe foperftition of the.charch of 
tbnity in t I'^o/ -They fpread from thettce into many p^rts of 
Pi^anccy GermanU snd Italj. Thefe two bodies of men defended 
L- -"^ .r:;:r/ . ' . • • ' . ;• thiimfelves 



''»Tiie iW loft their .owift.co]i9fe(i!y, and fettled at Hril^ jp^nnoma, 
avaft'trad which comprehends the greateil pairt of Mftruiy with, 
Mtfma^ Sd/atfoda, and that part of Hungary which lie;^ peiween the 
iivcra. DmmUft, Maab and ^Dra^ue. Th^iv King J&ikhjT^Ko filled 
hiffifelf' ^tf piague pf Gfu^,liBd them into Qertnany^-Franct^ and 
itti^^ great >par6:.Qfv«hitih. they cruelly: d&ftroyed, .'tni..A/^r0i//«/ 
King. xAJr^unUy joined with Mtius General of the. Romans^ met 
them and gave them a great overthrow, killing, it is faid, two 
hundred thoufand~bf them, in the year 450. A lt er thi ^ lofe, they 
i^atir^ iQtoPa«4i^«y>f,where theydefended themfelves 'till the Hongrjs, 
^9 yeiy fame fprt of people, came, out of Scyihia, ^ wild country, 
further North,, and difpofliffed them. Writers tell us of the Huns, 
that they were coj;»tinually on horie back, whether eating, trading, 
or iieeping ; that like a deluge, before they got that check, they 
over-ran the ^(ir/itfanj, .^^iz8i, and other warlike nations, putting 
them to flight by the very terror of their countenances ; that they 
were altogether unlearned, knew not the hantes of letters, and 
ufed to divine by the entrails and veins of beafts. 
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tiling I liked, he demanded it ^ it wa$ then taken from 
me, and given to him, tho* he was perfcftly.well in 
health. He was continually giving nae new vexations^ 
One day he made me mount upon the top of ;hc 
co^ch i when he bad done that, he threw me down oa 
the ground -^ and by the fall I was bruifed. At other 

time^ 

tbemfelvcd agstinft the vaftly fvperior popifli powers, till at length 
overpowered they funk. The jQnall remains, of fuch as held out. 
retired to the J/fs and vallies of i'//^^»/, where their defceiidaiits 
continue 'till this day, and where they have often been feverely 
perfecuted. / 

IV. AuousTiNii twice mentioned above, was born at TagaJIe in 
Numidia, (now BiUdul^erid) in Africa, He taught rhetoric there, and 
afterward at Rome^ where it is faid that hearing St. Jmhro/e archbiihop 
of Milan y he imbibed the principles of the Chriflian religion, in 
387, being then thirty years of age. Three yeari after,' he wd$ 
Qrdained prjejl of Hiffo (tfow BMa^) a town on the coai^ of the 
kingdom of Algitn^ and in ^05 ele^ed - biihop thereof. He died 
in 430, in the 76tn year of his age« * The P'andals at that time 
beiieging Hippo took it ; yet fpartd the dead body, writings and 
library of this iaint. The Pope» and learnt men of hie time 
confulted him, and fince his death his memory has been much 
refpedted. , - . • . 



ri|MM 



• The Vandahi9tT^ an ancient people of^the North-eaft ofGirm^xy 
on the coaft of the 3a/ti€ fea, fron^ whence they ipread themfelvet 
ibnthward even to Africa* They were AnoMSf and farioua peiie* 
cutors. The Arians^ fo called from Arius their founder, averted 
the Word, or Sob of God, to be inferior to the Father, and to be a 
creature, yet created before all other beings. This herefy - wa¥ 
oondemned in the firft council of Nia in $ 2 1 • i^nd yet it became 
the reigning religion in the Eaft. It was carried inioA/Hca unde^ 
the Fandab, and into Afia under the Goths, (an ancient people of 
Germany f who dwelt along the banks of the Viftnlop as far as the 
mouth of that river at Dantzick,) who often pafied the Danuiv, and 
made terrible incurfions into fcveral Afiaiit regioat* Alio hafyf 
Gaul afid Sfain became deeply iafe&ed with Arianifm \ b«t having 
reigned there thirty years with great fplendor, it fnnk almofl all ac 
once ; tho' of late years fome have been found to attempt its 
revival. The Arians themfelvet were divided into a great number 
of paities, under di^rent denominations, who mutually cfis* 
demtied each other. ^ 

F 
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The life of Part I. 



times he beat riie : But whatever he did, however wrong, 
was* winked at, or had the moll favourabtc con- 
ftfudbion jputupon it. This conduft foured my tem- 
per : I had little difpofition to dp good, faying, " I 
^ was never the better for it.** It was not then for 
thee alone, oh nrty God, that I did good ; fincc 1 ceafed 
to do. it, when it met not with fuch a reception from 
others as I wanted. Had I known how to make a right 
\\(t of this crucifying conduft which thou hefal over me, 
I fhould have made a good progrefs. Far from turn- 
ing me out of t\}t way, it Would have mad^ mc turn! 
more entirely to thee. -With jealous eyes I lQii>kcd <Hk 
my brother, feeing the wide difference made betwixt 
him and fne: Whatever he did, he always did well •, 
but the blame of all fell on inc. My Inters by the 
ifiothcr made their court to her, by careOing him, . and 
falling foul on me. It is true, I was bad : I was re^ 
lapfed into my former faults of lying and peeviihnefe. 
With aU.thefe faults; I was Very tender and charitable 
to the poor, prayed to pod afliduoufly, loved to hear 
any fpeak of him, and to re^ good books. 



t' 



I doubt not but fuch a long train of inconfiftencies 
will furprize you : But what follows wHf forprize you 
much more, when y©u will fee thofe mawicrs of d<Stiiig 
gather ftrength with age-, and that reafon, far from 
(jorrefting fuch an unreafonable procedure, ferved only 
fo give more fore? and latitude to my fins. It feemed, 
9h my God, as if thou poured out thy graces on me, 
in proportion as my ingratitude increafbd. There pafied 
in me what paflfes in the fiege of cities. ' Thy grace be- 
fieged my heart, and I thought of nothing but defendr 
ihg it againft thy attacks, redoubling everyday my ini- 
quities, to hinder thee from taking it. When it &cmed. 
^ if thou was going to be victorious, I cfcftcd- coun-' 
terbatteries, and* threw up ramparts to ftop thy gbod- 
nefs, and repell the force of thy favour?.. . .TJiercj was, 
n^ing left than thyfelf, ob. my divine love, to br«ak' 
them down, who by thy facred fire warftrongcf thaa 

death 
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death itfelf, to. which fm haj brought 'me (o eften ov^ 
and over. * 

I cannot hear with patieXKe any one who feys,. " Wc 
"are not free to refilt grace/* I have made coo loi^ 
and fatal art experience of fj\y liberty? --J clofed op aj^ 
the avenues of my- heart, that I might tipt fo much as 
hear that fccret voice of God» which was calling me tp 
hirafdfi I teve indeed, from my tendepeft youths 
paffed thro* a ftrios of gric^vances, either by. maladies 
or by perfecbtitms. The girl: t^ whole care ^y .mother 
kft me, in dreflTmg my head- ufcd to beat mc^i and did 
not make me turn it but with Tige ahd blow^- Every 
thing feemed in concert to punilh me. My f^th^ 
knew nothing of all thia> for his love to me was fuch 
that he would nOt have fuffered it. I loved him mucl^ 
but at the fame time I feared him, fo that I told him 
notking of it; My mother was often teasing him with 
eotoplahits of me, to which he made Ho other reply 
than, ** Theire are twelve, hwrs in tb? day *, fte*H 
*' grow wifcr/* This rigofow proceeding was not thf 
worft for my: foul,:.tho* it fdured my temper, which 
was oth^rwife V^ry mild and eafy. But what caufed my 
grcateft hurt Was, that not being able to endure thofe 
TKfho treautd. t»e ill,. I xhof6 to be among thofe who 
c^rtfled.me^ in order to corrupt and fpoil ma 

My father, feeing I wM.now grown pretty talK 
placed me in Lent among the Urfulines^ to have my firft 
cMnimunion at EafteTf at whith (ittie I was to complete 
my ekveeth year. AikI here my rtioft dear lifter, un^ 
der whofe .infp^ftion my faih^r placed me, redouble4 
her cares, to tfaufe me to make the beft preparadon 
pofltble for this a£): of devotion. I thought now c^' 
giving niyfelf to God in good earneft. I crften felt a 
combat between my good inclination^ and my bad 
habits. I. even did fome penanqes. As I was almoft 
always with my filler, and as the boarders in her 
^lafe, which was the firft, were very reafonable and 
ctwl,: I became fuch alfo. While among them. It 

F2 had 
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had been murder to educate mc badly \ for my 
very nature was ftrongly difpofed to goodnefs^ and 
I loved every thing that tended thereto* Eafily won 
with mildnefs, I did with pleafure whatever my good 
filler defircd. At length Eafter arrived, and I made 
my firft communion (which was preceded by a general 
eonfeflionj with much joy and devotion. And in this 
houfe I ftayed *till JVhitfuntide. But as my other fifter 
was miftrefs of the fecond clafs, (he demanded, me, 
in her week, to be with her in that clals. Her 
manners, fo oppofite to the other's, made me relax 
my former piety. I felt no more that new and de« 
lightful ardour which had feized my heart at my firlt 
communion. Alas! it held but a fhort time; for 
my ^ults and failings were foon reiterao^d, and drew 
me off from the care and duties' of religion. 

As I now grew very tall for my age, and more 
to my mother's liking than heretofore, flie took care to 
deck and drefs me out, to make me fee company, 
and to take me abroad with her. She took an inor- 
dinate pride in this beauty, which God had put on 
me, only to blefs and praife him, which yet has been 
to me a fource of pride and vanity. Several fuitors 
oflfercd to mc. But as I was not yet twelve years 
of age, my father would not liften to any propoials< 
I loved reading much, and ihut myfelf up all alone 
every d^y to read without interruption. 

What pi'oved effeftual to gain mc over entirely 
to God, at leafk for a time, was that ^ nephew ot 
my father's I'whofelife is writ in the relation of foreign 
miflions) paflcd by our houfe, going with the bilhop of 
--^to Cocbmbina. I happened at that time to be gone 
a walking with my companiojis, which I feldom did. 
At my return he was gone. They gave nie an account 
of his f^n^tity, and the things he had faid. I was fo 
touched therewith, that I was overcome with fprrow. 
J cried all the reft of the day and of the night. Early in 
the morning, I :went in great diftrefs to feek my 

cpnfeiTor. 
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confdfor/ I faki to him, "What my father, am I 
'the pnly perfcm in pur family to be loft ? Alas ! help . 
me in my falvation/' He *as .greatly furprized to 
fee me fo much afflicted, and eomforted me in the beft 
manner he tould, not thinking me fo bad as I was ; r 
for in the nndft of my- backfltdings I was dpcile^ * 
punftual in obedience, careful to confeft often v itfid 
iinpe i went to him my life was more regular. Oh ribou 
God of love, 'how often haft thou knocked at the door . 
pf my hjeart ! how often terrified rne with appearances : 
of ludden death ! Yet all thefe only mide a tranficnt 
impreffion. I prefently returned again to my infideli- 
ties ; but this time thou took me,, and I may fay quite 
earned off my heart. Alas, what grief 1 now fuftained 
for having dJfpleafed thee ! , what regrets, .what exclama- » 
tions, what fobbings ! Who would have thought, to 
fee me, but that my converfion would have lafted as 
long as my life? Why didft thou not, oh my God, 
utterly take this heart to thyfelf, when I gave ic to 
thee fo fully 5 or if thou didft take ic then, oh why 
didft thou let it revolt again afterward ? It was not 
but that thou waft ftrong enough to hojd it ; but it 
Teems to me that thou "chofe, in leaving me to my- 
felf, to caufe thy mercy to fhine more eonfpjcuoufly ; 
and the extent of my iniquities to ferve for ia Jafting 
monument of thy goodnefs. - 

I immediately applied myfelf to every part of my 
duty. I made a general confeffion with great coni-i 
pundion of heart, I frankly confefled all that I knew 
with torrents of tears. I became fo changed, that I 
was fcarce to be known. I would not for ever fo much 
have made the leaft voluntary flip -, and they found 
not any matter for abfolution when I confeffcdw I . 
difcovered the very fmalleft faults : And Qod .did rne 
the favour to enable me to conquer hiyfelf in many 
things. There were left only fome remains of pafiion, 
which gave m^ fome trouble to conquer : But as foon 
as I had, by means thereof, given any difpleafiire eyen 
to the domeftics, I begged their pardon, in order to 

V fubdue 
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*fubdue.>ft the fame time tny wrath am] my ppide i for 

^ wr^aih is the daughter of pride. A^ perfon tru^Jy hum- 

-V bled fuffers not any. thing to put Wm in a rage. As it 

. is pride which die« the lall is the^lcHil, fo if is paflkm 

which is laft deftrc^ed in the outward condudt. A 

jbul thoroiighly annihilated, or dead to ilfelf, finds 

nothing ^f cag^ left, in itfeU> . 

^ b • * « A 

* There arc per^s who, being very much filled with 

the undion of grace, -and with-ft favoury p!eace, at 

L' their entrance, of therefigned path T)f light and love> 

^ think. they are come thus far: But they are.gro^itiy 

1 miftaken. This they will readity. difcover, if they are 

r heartily willing to exaniine two things ; . firft, if their 

1 n^Ltnrt is live^^f^warm and viplcrii, (for I ipeak.\not of 

r ftupid. tempers] (they will fipd, from time to time^tbat 

[ they make flips^ in which trouble and emotion hare fome 

Iharc ; and which even then are ufeful to humble 

and . reform them. And when ^ fi|ch a humility is 

wrought, then-, the r^e is all loft and utterly de- 

; ftrpycd* Moreover they will find that there ofteti 

xife in them certain motions of anger, but the fwcset- 

nefs of grace holds^ them back by a fecret vk)k;oce : 

They would eafily tranfgrcfs, if in any wife they gave 

way to thefe motions : There are peribns who think 

themfelves very mild, becaufe .nothing thwarts ihem: 

It is not of fuch that I am fpeaking ; for the mild- 

neis, which has.n^ver been pin to the proof, is often 

only a mafk of mildnefs. Thofe pcrfons who, when 

immolefted appeared Saints^ are no fooner exercifed by 

.vexing occurrences, than there ftarts up in them a 

flrange number of faults^ which they bad thought to 

be dead ; and which only lay doi^manr^ becaufe no^ 

thing awaked them. 

I foilpwed my religious exercifes. I (hue itjyfelf 
up all the day to read and to pray. I gave ,all I had 
to the poor, taking even linen to their houfes to 
make them neceifaries. I taught them the eatechifm ; 
arid^ when my parents dined abroad) I made them 

eat 
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cat witK me; and fefvcd them ;^kb great refpeft* I 
read the works of ♦ ^A Promts de Ssles and the life ^ 
of Madam de ChantaL There I found that flic made 
prayers. I begged of my confelfor-*)- teach me to 
make them; and a^ he did not* 1 t^ted IJ> cnatcei 
them myTelf as* well as 1 coiild ; but^ ^hout- any iuc- 
cefs^ as f then %h^ght; tiecauM^ Pc(^ld imagine' 
nothiiigV afid yet pfe?fiiaded myfclf, ^at l^rayer could ^ 
not be hiade *wkHbiif 'IbitaiBg ttf*ond*s fclf ecrtaia 
ideas and " rcalShirig ' jftwKrhi Thie duflku^ * gave me ' 
no fmall'trbutilc, arid that ^f a. long ^ime. i waft- 
nevcrdiclefi very afffiduous thereiiH and pfiiyed-'ear- 
neftly to God to give me the gift of priiy^r. 'All that* 
r faw writ in the Hf^ of M di Gbmtal charmed me % • 
and; I was fo mere ^ child, thae I thought I ought to 
do -every thing that I faw in it. A"' ^ vows (he 
had tnadef \ made*' aVfo^ - as that of ever aiming -an 
the highcft peffeftioh, and of doing the will of God in 
every thing.** I was not yet twelve years of age : never- 
th<!f}efs^<§ (took the difcipline aGcording to^ my ftrengdiL^ 
One da)ras f was reading thatflie had pdt the Aan|e> 
of J[efn5 on her lieart, to- follow the eoilnfel of the 
fooufe :{: •" Set me as a feal upon thy heart'-^ and that 
tor this purpofe, Ihe had t^ken-eredliot -iron,- wherc- 
ubonthat holy name was' engraven,-! was'very itludb- 
amifted that I could not do the fame. Ttlodk it^inmy 
liead to write that facred and adorable name, in large- 
charafters, on a piece of paper. With ribbands and^ 

■ J '- , , , ..... 

k ' .... 

*^St; FrMhcis di 9ahj fte fever^l timet nMntiofiswith gnat: 
cAeem; i&ithit ^d iu the Second Part'; ^ Ivmmaty of his lift it. 
dp^ncd tQ be iaffrtti in the Appendix to this Firjl PaxU 

M' d^ Cbantal was ihf eldeft dai^hter of Frqnch at Sakf, I find 
that her life. was written in French, but I haVe not yet met with it.' 
I alib find her called Baronefs of Chaiita^f and hot mack aiore 
abottt her,: but that* fbe was very inucil aftsenectas a ptoaa and 

f This difciplinc 10 tl^-^«^;^ church is for people to Tcoarge 
theinfeives for their fins. This and many bthej grievous b©dilf 
auAerities - fhe often aftei^ards ^oluntarilyatidtrwctif, of which 
fome notice will be taken in th6 proper place. 

t £aDL Hii. 6. 
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a^big needje I faftened it^o ipy flcin in ibur places; 
and in chat pofition it continued a k>flg time. 

After this, I turned ^U my thoughts to become a 
min, very often going to the vi/lMim -, for the love 
.which I . had for St. Pratfcis de Sates did not permit 
me to .think :of any other c6mmunity than this 
of which he was the founder. I frequently went to beg 
the nuns there to receive me into * their convent* 
Ofcrn I ftole out of my father's houfe to ao thi« 
theci ;and rq>eatedly iblicited them to content to 
my «admiflion. Bu;:, tho' it was what they eagerly 
defired, evpn as a temporal advjintage ^ yet they 
never durft let me enter* their houfe, as they very 
much feared my father, whofe fondnefs for mc 
they were no ftrang^rs to. There was then at that , 
houfe a nii&ce q£ my father's, to whom I am under 
great obligations. Fortune had not been very favour- 
able to her father, and had thereby reduced her in 
fome fort to depend on mine, to whom (he difcovered 
my inclination} who, tho' he would net for any. 
thing, in ..the world have hindered a. right vocation, 
yet could not hear of my defign without ihedding 
fears. But as he happened at this time to be abroad, 
my couiin went to my confelTor^ to deiire him to 
£>rbid my going to ihe vifitaiien. He durft not how* 
ever do it plainly, for fear of drawing on himfclf the 
refentment of that cojmmunity ; for they already 
loolpsii upon me as their's. Yet I ftill wanted to 
be a nun, and importuned my mother exceffively to 
take me to that houfe ; but ihe would not do it, for fear 
of grieving my father, who was yet abfent, and (he ftill 
referred mc to his return. As I faw that I could not 
obtain from her what I defired, I counterfeited her 
hand writing, and forged a letter in which fhe 
befought thofe ladies to receive me ; excufmg herfelf 
from coming with me on account of her illnels: But 
the priorefs, who was a relation of my mother's, and 
well acquainted with her hand, at once deteded the 
forgenr. 

CHAP. 
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NO fooner was my father rctqrned home, than he 
fejl into a violent diftemper. My mother was at 
the faipe time indifpofed in another part of the houfe;. 
I was then all alone with him, ready to render him every 
kind of fervice I was capable of, and to give him aU 
the diKiful marks of a moft fincere affection: And I 
don't doubt but my afliduity was very agreeable to him:. 

. G I went, 

■ ■ • -V 

Having pablifhed the three foregoing iheets, I have thereby Had 
the opportunity of hearing opinions on thism, generally in their 
favour, but not all- The preliminary obfcrvations, already made, 
are far (hort of fatisfying fome individuals. They feem to have a 
mealure of their own^ and little to regard parity of heart and life 
in others, if it does not tally with their own ineafure in every cir« 
cumftantial article. I really think it far too unreafonable to dc;* 
mand and expert that in all countries, and under all difadvantages, 
every point ihall exadly quadrate with their meafure. Now the 
Apoille Paid^ as there v^ere early in the Chriilian Church different 
fentiments, among the converted Jews and Gentiles, informed 
them that in Christ Jesus circumcifion availed nothing, nor un« 
circumcifion, but a new creature.* And fach was M. Gition— • 
crtattd anenu in bim^ unto good «works,\ So the pious Judge Hals 
defcribes his fenti'ments of iincere pra£lical chriftians from whpm 
in profeffioQ he difiented. Concerning the cik^^f defign, and effe^ 
of true chriilian religion he writes thus : 

• ' • 

• " It teaches and tutors the foul to a high reverence and venera* 
<< tion of Almighty Goo, a fincere and npright walking as in 
.<< ^e prefence of the invisible, all-feeing God. It makes a man 
** truly to love, to honour, to obey Him ; and therefore carefcd 
« CO know what His will is. It renders the heart highly thankful 

*« to Him, both as his Creator, Redeemer, and Benefadlor. He 

." that fears the Lord of Heaven and Fiir/i^—- walks humbly before 
.«« kim-r-tlunkfully lays hold. of the meflage of redemption by Chrifl 
M ye/us 0^^nvts to exprefs his thankfulnefs by the iincerity of hit 
:*« obedience — is forty with all his foul when he comes Ihort of hi> 
« dutyr^walks watchfully in the denial of htmfelf, -and too Ids na 
" confederacy with any luft or known fin : If he fall in the leaft 
-. ' ; - mcafore» 

1 ■ "" 

• Qal. vi. 15. f Iph. ii. s* 
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I went, unpcrceived by him, to empty his bafons ; 
taking the time for it when the fcrvants were not at 
hand ; as well to mortify myfelf as to pay due honour 
to what Jbsus Christ faid, that be came not to be mi- 
niJlred.tOy. but to minijiir^ Whcft be made me read by 
Tiim I read with fuch a heart-felt devotion that he was 
Turprifcd at it. I remembered the inftf u€tions my fifter 

had 

^ meafurey'^is reflkis t^U be hath made bis peace by true Kpentanct 
^* -j^is true to his pro'miie^aft in his anions — charitable to the 
** poor«>^fifi^re in his'.devocions-o'that witi not deliberately difhb^ 
^ pdurGoD, though with the greateft fecurity of impunity-— that 
** hath bis hope in Hea*vtn, and his c^nverjation in HM«f/«-^that dares 
«< KOt do an unjuft ad though never fo much to his adirasitagey and 
** all this becaufe he feed Him that is iflvifibky and fears Him bea 
V caufe ht lovc;|s Him ; fears bifq as well lor hit goodaefs as his 
y ^reatnefs. — Such a man* whether be be aix epifispj^ or a fnfiyu* 
^' r/'niVt or an tndtptndent^ or an anahaftifi^ hi btab iJbt lift of rtli^ 
'** gion in hini, and tJbat life a^s in bim^ and will conform his foul to 
f< the image of his Saviour, and. walk along with him to eternity^ 
<< notwithSanding bis pra&i^e or Hots^praSice-Qi thefe itsdrffinnts.'* 

. What this honourable author has obferved is the one elTential 
object'. I only add that, -fo far as any thing becomes a matter of 
confciencCt' fo far it ceafes to be Inctifierent. It is 'then an indif* 
penfable duty ; and without the due obfervance of it, that Ufii 
^hioh is hid <witb Cbrifi in God, would be in danger of being loft. 

But there is another thing under this head, which to roe appears 

very material; 1 think M. GuroN attained a greater coniiancy of 

lubjcdlion of her temper and paillons to the Spirit of Christ, in 

jhf whole conduct of her life, private as -well as public, a greater 

love of povcrty^aiid fu/Feriiiga for his fake, from thence more of 

tender* charity and fympathy with the poor and dlftreiled, more of 

■humitiation in regard to her abilities, gifts and endowments, more 

of the myftcry of preaching Christ in illence, as in the future 

jpart of her life will eminently appear, •more of conformity to him 

nvba became of m>^ reputation, bumbling bimjelf U the ftntion and form 

^ferfv^nt,^ more of every" root of biiterneft eradicated, more of 

jevery ibur tin£iure of fpiritual elevation expelled, than the princK 

pal of her obje^ors I have. yet met with ; to whom I think it would 

j|>e 9f the bigheft benefit to.prefs after thefe real excellencies. 

^ T^sa-E JS no room to doubt that M. Gu ion's foul was precious 
in the Agbt of her Redeemer. Shall any then, who think the fame 
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' had given me, and the ejaodktory prayers and praifes 
i had learned, from htr. ' She had taught me to praifc 
thee, oh my God, i(i. all thy works. All that I faw 
called upon me tO' render thee that homage. If it 
rained I wifhed all the^^.rop^ of \saicr to. be changed 
Into love and praifes. My heart was noijrilhed infeiv- 
fibly with thy lo'^e J and ^ my fpinv was iqcifl^atly ea* 
grofled with tlie' remembrance' of thee. I Teemed to 
join and partake in all the good that was done in the 
world, and could luve wifhed .tg have the united hearts 
of all men to love thee.. This h^bjt rooted iifelf (o 
ftrongly in me, that I retained it thro* ail my grcateft 
inconftancies. . « .. .^. 

J « -/«,•» •«! .1". 

My coufin afprementioned helped not a little to fup- 
*port me in thcfe gpod fentimepis: For I was often with 
heri and loved her, as flie. took great care of me, and 
treated mejvith much gpmle>nefs. Her fortune being 
eqyal neither to h<ir birth npr hcj virtue, fhe did. vsrim 
charity and ^o&ion what her condition.obltged. her to. 
.My mother ^rew jealous, fearing I Ihould love my 
coufin too well, and herfelf too little. She Who had 
left me in my ypung ye^rs to the care pf her maid^, 
arid finqe that to my own, only enquiring if I was in 
the houfe, and troubling herfelf no fu^ther^ ik)W 4f- 
marided that I (hould always ttay with her ; and never 
fufFered me to be with my coufin, but with vei-y great 

G a fduftknce, 

<6f Vhemielves, find faah with her, becaufe fhe, living *in France, 
'innocently retched fome of the Frttfcl^ jnanners ; whifh probably 
proved the meaA^ of her dojpg p(}re good^ both among thx)fr of 
j^igh ranj; ^nd 6|* Jpw / J^t then;! firft patiently read her life fo 
Its final period', To' ^ good mind, without prejudice : Then, in|leja[d 
xA endeavouring to preventthe reading, and fpreading; the know- 
jejge of tfa*e Ib£ie& and. labours of good men, <Sr women, of other 
nations, they may, in the charitable extenfion of divine unity, be 
ready to fay, as was faid in a vifion to an apoflle, << Come over into 
Macedonia, (or into England) to help us ; that an immoveable con- 
j^ncy 0/ dc^dicatioo to .Gop» like your's. m^y facdiSi;Ued^i:ealfo."* 
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rdufbnce. My coufin fell idl ^ (he took that occafion 

to fend her home, which was to me a very afFe<5ling 
ftroke, both for nature and for grace. 

m 

; Tho* my mother afted thus fhe was a very virtuous 
woman . But God permitted it for my exercife. . She 
was one of* the moft charitable women of her age. She 
not only gave away the furplus, but even the neceflarics 
of the houfe. Never were the needy ncglefted by her. 
'Never any wretch came to her without fuccour. She 
ftirnifhed poor workrnen wherewith to fupport their 
labour, and poor tradefmen wherewith to lupply their 
fhops. From her I think I inherited my charity and 
love for the poor : For God did me the favour to fuc- 
cccd her* in that holy exercife. There was not one jn 
the town, or its environs, who did not praiife her for 
' this great virtue. She has fometimes given to the laft 
piftolc in the houfe ; and yet fo great was her ceco- 
nomy that (he did not fink, or fail in her truft. Her 
/airh was lively, and her devotion to the blefled virgin 
very great, never failing to fay daily her office, (a pazt 
• $f the Pcpift) breviary,) She wanted nothing but a di- 
Teftor,' who might have drawn her into the inward 
exerctfe of religion ; without' which all virtues are but 
weak and languifhing. 

Mv mother's only care ajbout mc had been all 
along to have me in the houfe; which indeed is one 
material point for a girl. And this habit, of being io 
conftantly kept within, proved of great fervicc to me 
after my marriage j as I fhall tell in its diie courfe. 
It might have been much better for m^ had (he kept 
me more m her own apartment, with an agreeable 
freedom. s an.d enquired oftner what part of the houfe I 
was \n. 



After my cotifin left me I continued for fome tiij^c 
in thofe fenrinlents of piety I^ have mentioned. One 

favour 
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fafroufVhich Got) granted me, was fo great a readtncfsfo 
forgive injuries that my confeflbr was fupprifcd at it,;:M 
he knew that fome young ladies had, out of envy, 
fpoke very unhandfomely of me ; and that I fpoks well 
of them as occafion offered, I was feixcd with a;tcrridii 
ascue, which lafted four months, in which I ii^ffcrcA 
much ; yet was favoured with piety during the »inw, 
and enabled to fiifFer with much refignation aod paticDCiti 
In this frame of mind and manner of life I perfetmai, 
fo long as I continued the pra&ice of prayer. .Batti 
arti going to recite how 1 (lid off from it, and loifcmy 
condition. ' . • . , , : .: 

• - • . ■ • . • ' •• 

' About eleven or twelve months after, we went to 
pafs fome days in. the country. My father took along 
with us one of his near- relations, -who was a -very ^ac- 
complifhed young g^fttfeman. He had a great defoe 
to marry me; but my father, who had refolved ioc.to 
give me to any near kinfman, on account of. the 
difficulty of obtaining difpenfacions, 'put:him:ofi^ .wit^ 
cut alledging any falfe or frivolou? reafons ftprit,:vA5 
this young gentleman .was very much ^devoiiid » to t^i 
blefled virgin, and cvefy^day faid iter ^office, I iaid it 
with him 5 and to^ havi time for it left offiprayJCTi 
which was to me the firft inlet of'evtb. Yfst l-faefjt 
, . up'fbr a long time fome (hare of-tbe^ fpiritjof\piety^ 
for I Went to feek out the little-^fhepherdcfies, to ia- 
ftruft- and teach them their religious duties \ yet this 
fpirit gradually decayed, liot being nourifhed by praycn 
•Hefcby I became eold toward ' God i All' my old fauks 
revived ; to which I added a prodigioiTS vanity. The 
love I began to have for myfelf extinguiflied- what 

i^mained in me of the love of GoDi : ^ 

"... ' ' . •• ■ > ' • •.. 

• I DID not immediately leave off prayer, wiihodt 

alking nVy confeffor^s leave; alledging that I thotight 

it better to fay the office of the virgin every, day, thait 

- to praftifc prayer;- as I had not time for. both.^ This 

was a ftratagem of the enemy to draw n>e from God^ 

' and to faften me infeflfibly in the fnarcs he was layirfg 

for 
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461 VK. My confefibrwaj. cafy i» tb^ matter*; nqt ft 
nuiT.'of prayer* he gavie his confent, to my gffu. hurt, 



• »' « ' • fc» 



;. OR;jny Gooi were .but the yalvi^ of prayer, knowq, 
ithe great advantagt which accrues co the foul from conr 
Tcrfing with thee,: and ^hat confcquence.it is of to fal- 
(V«tioR, . ^ery one >vould be aOiduotis in it. It is 9, 
flrong hold into which the encmycaflnot; Qnter. He may 
itnsk it, ^iiege it, make a.tioife about its walls; but 
'Wtiik, Wjc arc faithful, and don't quit it, be can do us no 
^faarm.. It. i§ .alike rcquHfite X^. di<5tatc to children the 
neceffity of prayer as of their falvation ; but alas ! un- 
happily, it is thought fuiHcient to tell them that there 
is a:. heaven ^nda bett j rrthst they muft- endeavour to 
^vc^ the latter in^attaioitlie. former ; and yet they 
m^,utA taoight th^ fhortcil .and. . eatfiefi: way of arraying 
aciitp The wa^ tb heiavcn . ift jprayer 5 but a prayer, of 
the . ieart, which ^vcry op© is .1? apable of, a;id- not of 
teafdnings which-are^tber fjpirits ^ ftudy, or exercif^ of 
ibe iaiaginatiQn,cwJbich,. in filling the mind with wan- 

deringobiefts,: rarely:, fetile it V and. inftead of warm- 
ing the: hwrt'withrktve to Goo, leave it cold and Ian- 
guiftiijig, / Qhrpooi" people,- igewgnt.apd carnal mindq, 
children without reafon and knoiji^ledge ; d^il} or hard 
iicarts which .catv- retain pothiitg, come^ to- the- -pfacftiec 
p^prayep, aod: ye" will become, wife. Oh ye meri who 
aire greats wife- aijd'HchVHav!^ 715: not> (great as ye 3re) a 
heart capable of loving wh^t i$ prqper for you, and of 
hating: what is deftrtiftive ? Love the fover-aign goodj^ 
hate the» fovrffeign evil, and ye will be truly :wif<;. 
When /y« love any on^, do yc^ know the reafons.of 
love and its definitions ? No, ^certainly 5 Ye love be- 
caufe your heart is- ittade to loye what it thinks lovely. 
Is there any thing more lovely than God ? Ye know 
that'he has crcatrtl 7011, r^nd has died for you:. But if 
thefe:reafona;arej330f; fufficient, which of you ha? not 
fame neceflBty, ^fomte trouble^ Qr:ibn>e difgrace ? Which 
ef you does not know howjto.tetl his malady, and. beg 
^.Tcqiedy ? Come then to this fountain of all gopdi 
Without comidainihg to weak ^nd: impotent creatirresj 
1 who 
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God your troubles, to beg his grace, and abtare- aft Jtt 
love him. None can exempt himfelf from loving •, for 
ftohe can* live wtfeout-a hcirfrift>it tte 

love. ' ' ' :'."'.:.—/ ■ .■ -. \*^\& z\ " . *• a::-; I 

Why Ihould ar>y amufe-^ th^itiftlv^sv In feeding :rta*^ 
fens for loving love kfclf ? ' Le^ '^kis love mthoutn jseai 
(bhirig about it ; and we fhalffikidourfelves filled widi 
love, before the others have lear«ed' the reafo^s which 
induce to it; Tafte of love, and ye*H be wifer in it 
than the moft Ikilful philofophers. In love, as in' evety 
thing elfe, experience inftrufts better than reafon. Oh 
then come to drink at this tountaih of living waters, in- 
ftead of the broken citterns of the Creature, which fiur 
from allaying your thJrft, only tend to augment k,* ^rid 
to render you never fatisfied. Did'yfe drink at this ib«n* 
tain, ye would not feek elfcwhere for aiiy thing -to 
a uench your- third; for^vhite ye 'tttH continue ^^'dfaar 
from this well, ye woiiJd* hav^ 'no* more thirft after th«. 
world : But if ye <juit it, alas f th^ enemy has the aft- 
ecndant; he will* give you of hfe pbifoned' waters V 
^hich, in making you tafte an apparent fwdetnefs, will 
take from you your life. * * • 



V ' 



• This was what I did, when I left ofFprayef . 1 1)6* 
C2imt 2iS Si vineyard e^ojed to pillage^ whofe hedges <l:orJi 
down give liberty to all the paflengers to ravage it. I 
began, to fcek in the creatiire what! had found inGoix. 
Thou left me to ^myfelf, becaufe 1 left thee firft -, »Wd 
'Walbpleafcd, m permitting nK to fink into the horrible 
pit, to make me feel the neceflity I was in, of ap^ 
proaching to thee in prayer. Thou haftfaid, that thost 
*wiit 'dtfiroy ihofr) adkherms fouls who depart pcfn- ihet. 
9?llas? their departure alone^ caufes their ' ckftritdiofi^ 
{ince,''ih departing from thee. Oh Suh of righteotlfftefsi; 
they entfer iiito the region c)f darknefs and fliidi># irf^ 
tleath, from. Whence they -w6uld never rile again, ifi 
thou didft bot re-yifit rhem ; ?f- tboii didft ribt ^by % 
^ivine light, come 'to iliuminate theiir darkb^ls, and :b^ 
*^ thv 
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thy enlivenmg wairmth) to melt their icy heam, and re- 
ftore them to life. 

« ■ 

. I Fexl then ioto the greateft pf all misfortunes *, for 
I even wandered away from thee, oh my God, and thou 
gradually retired from a heait which quitted thee. Yet 
iuch is thy goodneis, that it feems as if thou unwillingly 
left me; and when this heart wants to return to thee, 
thou comeft to meet it, ate with the fteps of a giant. 
This experience, which I have had, Ihall be to me an 
cverlafting teftimony of thy kindnefs and my ingrati- 
tude. 

> ■ • 
I BECAME ftill more paffionate than I had ever been, 

as age gave more force to my palfions. I was frequent- 
ly guilty of lying ; 1 felt my heart corrupt and vain, no 
more piety left in my foul, but a ftate of indifference 
and indevotion; tho* I ftill kept up the outfide appear- 
ance with a good, deal of care ; And the habit I was in, 
of being at church with modefty, made me appear bet- 
ter than I was> Vanity, which had been excluded out 
of my he^rt, now refumed its feat there. I began to 
pafe a good deal of my time before a looking-glafs. I 
found fo much pleafiirc in viewing myfelf therein, that 
I thought others were in the right who praftifed the 
fame. Inftead of making ufe of this exterior, which 
God had given me as a means of loving him the more^ 
it became to me only the means of a vain complacency. 
All feemed to me to look beautiful in my perfon, but" I 
law not that it covered a, polluted foul.- — This ren- 
dered me fo vain^ that I doubt whether any ever ex- 
ceeded me therein. -. i . 

The high efteem I had for myfelf made me find.fault^ 
in every one elfe of my. own fex. I had no ^y^s but'^p 
fee my own good* qualities, and todifcover the defects 
of others. 1 hid from myfelf my own faults^ or if I rer 
.marked any, yet to me they appeared little in compar 
rifon of others. I excufcd, and even figured them to 
myfelf as perfeftions. Every idea I had of others an4 

of 
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f myfelifwas'fdfc. * i tovcd rciding, to excefs, parti- 
cularly romances ; fpending great part of the night, as 
^ell as the day, therein. I was uneafy tilli got to the 
end of them ; and then bad an infatiabie defircx>f more 
o£ tJie K^ev kind to read* : ' Thefe books are flrange in- 
ventions ^o deftroy youth: For if they caufed no other 
hiirtthm the lofs of precious time, iis not that too much ? 
i Wasiior'Teftraincdi bnt^ father ettcouiiagcd to read 
them tinder this falladot;^ pretext; that thereby one 
teams to fpeak ^ell. Mqm wiirlc thy abundant good- 
iiefS) ohijny God, engaged thee to feekme again. I 
^as touched with liiedjr ibrrow, and poured out floods 
^cears $ kfBiSted fw a condkion ib different from chat 
nirhich I iiad &SQnA in thy prefence : But my tears wcvc 
ii^itthout €&&, and my forrows tifeleis. 1 could not, 
tjf myfeif^ get out of this urdiappy condition. 1 wifhed 
fomtr^ liand^' as charitable as powerfitl, would hav^e ex- 
tricated me out of k : But as for myfelf, I ' kad iiot 
power to do it. T was (like the prophet^ in a deep ahyfs 
vf-nire^ which I could not get K)ut of. I met with re- 
|yrmiandi for being an it, but hohe kind enough to 
reach out a iidping hand to 'free me- from it : And 
Vhen {tried vain efforts to gee out, I only funk tlie deep- 
er. The' fruitlfcfs cffay made me ice my own impo- 
tence^ and only rei^ercd me more ^ffii^ted and mife- 
rxble. • 

' Alas 5' how much tqmpiffion has this lad experience 
given nae for imnerst as:it:has^brought me xo fee hpw 
it happens, . that ft) ifcw x}f them emerge from die mifo- 
rablc flate into which iShey are £slleQ ; becaufe fuch. as 
fee it only cry out againft their diforders, and frighten 
them with ithirau pt.Smme pnniihment« Thefe ^ries 
•and threats at firft make fome impreffion,. and they 
'make fome weak efforts tc^ get but : But, after having 
cxperiencfcd' their irifufEEdency, they jgradualljr abate 
in their dcfign ^ and lofe their courage for trying any 
more. And aU that .vMn can fay to tfaein afterwards is 
but loft labour, thd* one preach to them inceffantly. 
; When any for relief run to confefs, the only true re- 
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jgiedy for them is prayer; to prefent themfelves be- 

. foic God, in the condition of criminals ; . and to 

.beg of him the power to come out, of this ftate^ 

.they would then foon be changed^ and brought . cut </ 

fhe mire and £laf.' But the devil has falfely pcriuaded 

thedoftors and the wife. men of the s^, that, in order 

to pray, 'tis neceffary firft to be perfe£):ly converted. 

..Hence people are difluaded from it, and-ihence-^there 

: is rarely^ any converfion that is. durable. . The devil 

is outr^eous only agamil: prayer^ and thofe that exec- 

.'cife it ; bct^aufe .he knows « it is the true means of tar 

- king from him h^s prey. Letus undergo all the aufteri* 

:ties we will, he fuflfers us to. do it,; and oeither perfb* 

.cutes thofe that enjoin them, nor thofe that pra&ife 

, them. But no fooner does one enter into.a4mitualfife, 

<uiitfe of prayer^ but fuoh anone muftrcioive on ftrange 

crofies. All manner of pecfecutions and contempts in 

'this viorM arerefenred &r that lifis. • < 

Miserable as the condition .was to which I was 
reduced by myiinfidelities, and diQ little fuccour I had 
Jrom my cx>n&iror^ I did not fail fo fay my vocal pray- 
ers, every day, to confefs pretty often, and to commu* 
-nicate almoft^ every fortnight. Sometimes I went to 
church., to. .weep, uind to.. pray .to. the bleflcd. vir- 
gin to obtain my converfion. I loved to hear .any 
fpeak of God, and was never tired with hearing them. 
vWJiea niy £u;her fpoke of him, I was traaipohed with 
joy/. And when he.and myi mother went . on any pilgri* 
•oia^^ and: were to fet.off veryrearly in the morning, 
either I did. not gp to bed, that I might not be. fiirpriz* 
cd with fleep, or hired the girls- to wake:/ me timely. 
My father then .was always fpeaking of .God; which at 
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- •* We fee in thia paragraph that ibe lyaSj^at the giM .of. writing 
i^y enlighteoed in a good degree to d^fcover the etn|>tiiie(5 and de- 
ception of two of the at tides iinpofed py the Chnrch of Rome as da- 
tiesy vk:* (i) t)ie recoiirfe to confefibrs for the care' of inward troa- 
Ue^ and (a) the ufe of bodily aoAerities ; Inftead of both thefe, 
ihe r^commpfid^the faj^cl^ful ^ppUca^on of the fi^il.tO hixa who is 
Ohmiprefent. and the only ^4l/^<^'<'» ^ ^^* .... 

:: ' -. • ' ftich 
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V 
J * 

fuch times afforded, m^ the higfieil fatisftfttoM, and' ftich 
as I preferred to all others. T alfo Ibvcd'the ^oor, artd 
was charitable to them at this very time. How ftrangc 
may this feem to fome, and how hard to reconcile things 
fb oppofite ! 



't 



t 
■ • . t \ . >_ . : J ' - .•-*•, . , ' f . : 

HAVING'fpeedilypafled o^er her child^h . years, 
chequered with the dangers incident to that age, 
in rejj^eft be)th of^ her perfoh and her moralsi her fcenc 
of life begins to appear mwe ihtereftihg.^ ' • ' t 

*-Now Wooming in ybuth, extdlfed JFor her- beatp- 
ty, admfircd of fome, and envied of others, fhs becomes 
i^xpdffcd (but fof a lhorrfoace)'t6 the fnares of thfe 
world, and of her Wn vanity ctW)p«^ting with tbenx. 

Soon, ah foon ! ffie finds heirfdf ftopt in hfer career, 
fnatched in her bloom, and iriiydlved in the miferies <>f 
a matrimonial ftatc, hot of h^r own choice, bitt intpA- 
fed on her by that of her parents. 
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We zxt now about cmringa chapter, the perufal of 
which may even ftrike the obdurate and infenfibk widk 
foitie* feelings of compaffion for her early and' fudden 
change ; no longer at liberty to range in Kfc, and look 
arou^ it, in Order to rnake a choice of what might bs 
agreable to htfr ; inftead of that, chained down under 
ceafelefs oj^Mfions, without hope of freedoni, where 
every thing was perpetually dark, four and grating. 

Her troubles indeed, through the goodnefs of Gou 
to'her, took the beft turn, as they induced her to have re- 
courfe to him for his afllftance to bear her bard lot ; and 
to difcharge «very ; duty requifite in it : Yet certainly! 
cruel is the condudt of parents, who, from fordid views, 
fercc their children foriifc into what is fo oppofite to 
their peace. Tho* the fariier of mercies often fanftifics' 
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troubles, yet he approves not our Mng ivil that good mirjf 
come ofit^ or commttingjin thai grace mttf Biound. 

CHAP. VI. 

• 

AFTERWARDS we came to PariSy where my va- 
nity incrcafed* No coft was fpared to make me 
appear to advantage. 1 was forward enough to (hew 
myfelf and expofe my pride, in making a parade of 
this vain beauty, wanting to be loved of every one 
and to love none. Several men made offers of marri^ 
age who appe'ared advantageous matches for me ; but 
God, unwilling to have me loft, did not permit matters 
to fucceed. My father found difficulties, which my 
all-wife Creator caufed to arife for my falvation ; for 
had I married any of thefe peribns, I (hould have been 
much expofed, and my vanity would have had- means 
of extending itfelf in a wider circle. 

Therb was one peiffen wh<> had aiked for me in or- 
der to marriage for ieveral yeara paft, whom my fa^* 
ther, for family reafons, had always refufed. His msMr, 
ners were oppofice to my vanity. Neverthelefs a fear 
left I fhould leave this country, and the affluent circum- 
ftances of this gentleman, induced my father, in fpitc 
of both his own and my mother^s relu£Unce, to pro-- 
mife me to him; which was done without confultin^mo 
in the cafe. They made me fign the marriage articles 
without letting me know wh^ they were ; tho* I was 
well pleafed with the thoughts of marriage^ flattering 
myfelf with a hope of being thereby fet at fuU liberty, 
delivered from the rough and impious treatment of 
my mother, which I drew upon myfelf by my want of 
docility : Yet God ordered it far otherwiie ; and thp 
dondition which I foudd myfelf in aftef wards, balked all \ 

niy hopes ; as I ihdl ihew in the fequel. 

• T 

': • • I •, r . 

. How pieafing fotvar marriage was to nay thoughts^ 
I was all tht tone, aftcar my being promifed, . and even 

long j 
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long afttr< my. nrnvi^f^ m, p^reme.jcpz^ion* yijiich 
jsirofc. fjxm two c^vif^^ ; T Ji?. fefl: wWsi • mjf jiutural jiift. 
defty, ^whi^^ I ^id not lofe.^ , I bgd . mucH referve tch 
wards men. The other was my vanity ; for tho' t¥e 
hiiiband pro;vided wa$ a more a4vancag^us -match ^an 
.1 merited^ *yet I did, j^Qt.thipok-hun^'lu/gh Apd the fi- 
gure which the otfeers madfe: w^q. Wdr* offered tqf..me 
bjefore, was vaftly .mpnp «^fi^giflg. ^^Heir fank wpyld 
have j4a?ed :me in yiewr.-; Arid 4s 1 cp^f^lted, in t fide 
things, nothing but- my vanity, whatever 4id not fi^t- 
mr %thaf wa& to me infapfiprtable ; ye(,ey^n this very 
vanity was I think of ion^ ^vantage ;6'^me ; fpc it hin^ 
4red' me from falling into fqcK things fs caiifi; the ruift 
ol'j^milies. I would not dq any thi^g wiiich, in the 
eye of the world, might render me culpable; Ip ftrift- 
ly did I guard my exterior condudl. As I was modeft 
at chi»cii» and h^d .nQtnbi^ ui^d tQ. go »h^ad without 
my mother, and; a^ ^^ Amputation oj^jqi^^^ h^ufe .w^ 
greatjt . I p^d, fpr virtuous; /, v, . .' ./ .\^ " 

. -I pp not fee my fpoufe cleft (at JParis) tllVtwp 
iH* thfee daya before our marria^ I ciiuf^4 f^glTe's :^ 
be faid ^W'^hp time after my being contraifled, to kno^r 
the wUl ojf God 4 ^ wiihing to do it in this affair at lealV 
Qh gcodA?fe of my Cod, to bear with Jmi ^t thi^ time* 
and to allpw m^ to |)ray to thee, with aaroiwh.JbojciOi?^^' 
a$ if I- hgd b«cn on? 9i th^ ^V^^y .JLiAabiwi-i^ebpHei 
againft: che^ as thy greateit leaeinyii 
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The joy of our nuptials was univerfal thro^tne town : 
Amidft this general rfjoipii^, there ttppe^pl nonf /ad 
but myf^lf., . I could neithfir laugh as^ pthprs difl^, npf 
even eat ijfo J^wch was I dcpreflcd, tho'.as yet. I kn^vj-^ 
not daecwfe:. Butit]W^^,&retafk,.vh4^^ g^vc 

me of what wa^ %q Jyci^jl m^. '^M^::!^?^^!?^^^^ :^i 
th€ defir« I had-^of ' bei«^-a-ncin cai?te j>qui^q^ upoti 
me*. AU who Cfimei «q xompUmeat^^fir the day^ter, 
^>ul^ nojEt^/orbear rallying ipe, . be? aufe .1 wept bitterly, 
I wrijWPeA tjiwriv .'^.-^LU**! Lhad.deikedib fl^ tp be 
^ a nw 5 why tl*en am: I ^W;mar»e4 ? 4«wi . : ^y ^i*f 

. ; * . ' ** fatality 
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•* fatality has' iuch ' a ' revolutioh befallen' me ?•* No 
fooner was I at the houfr of my new fpoiile, than I per^ 
ceived that it would be ^for me a biufe cf nMumim, 



«.i 



I ^As obliged here to chanjge my condiift ; for their 
mariner of living was vei^ difFercnt from tha^ in my fa- 
thfer*s^ houfc; mj mother-in-law, who had long been 
a; widow, regarded nothing elfe but faving ; whereas at 
my fa'ther's houfe they lived after a manner extremely - 
noble. All there was fct oflF in foil view; all appeared 
elegant -, and what mv hufband and mother-in-law call- 
ed pride, andl called politcnefs, was obferved there: 
I was very much furprized at this change; and fe nmch 
the more, as my vanity wHhed to increafe, rather than 
to be diminifficd. ^ 

At the time of my marriage I was a little paft fif- 
teen years of a^e^ My furprize incrcafed greatly, when 
I faw I muft lofe what I had acquired With fe much ap^ 
plication. At my father's houfc we were obliged to 
pehave in a genteel way, and to Ipeak with propriejty. 
Tfhere all that' I faid was applauded. Here they never 
hearkened to me, but to contradift and find ^fault. If 
\ fpoke well, they faid It was to give them a leflm : If 
any qucfdons were Itirted, whereas my father encou- 
raged m^peak* freely on fucH occafions, here if I told 
imy fentimcnt, they fed it was to enter into a difpute. 
They ihamefuUy made me hold my tongue, and fcplded 
me from Inoming till , night. 

I sHOtrtD have fome difficulty to write you fuch forts 
of things, which cannot be done without wounding 
charity, if ybu had not forbidden me to omit any one 
article, and if you had notpofitively enjoined me to 
lay operf every thing,* and to write down all the particu- 
lart." One thing further I requeft, before you ptoteed, 
which is not t^ look at things on the fide of the crea- 
ture, which w^uld make theft perfons appear woffe 
than they^ were V for my hipther-m-law had virtoe, my 
hiiA)and'had religion, aiid not any vice. It is requifit^ 

i to i 
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iQ^ook at &CjtY ' thmg on the fide tif God, .^ho per- 
mltf&i thefe things, ^only for my {alvatkm^ and becaulc 
he would not hayemeloft* - 1 h^ befide fo much prkie^ 
that had any other condu&been held over me, I d;icA§ld 
ji^ve Xupponti^d myjielf . therdin, and ihoiiki r perhaps tiot 
Kave turned my felf on the fide, of God ; as aftenncard^ 
by. the oppreffion of a multitude of crofies, I was redu* 
ced tOido* "* . i 
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. .To xeturn tQ xpy tfub^ft, my naothernin«-hw coriccfiv^ 
ed fuch an oppafitt(tti<t(^ ^me^ < th^tr in oider to vex mei 
£he oa^iie^medo :the nK>ft. gating th^ngsri iforlhet* |iiur 
mpui^ :wa$ib extraordinary^ . furnopunWd 

it in her fouthr that fhe. could hardly J'k^^ with^aAy 
body. ^ Saying no other.than vo^al prasfteis, &e did niK 
.ice thisfkmdof .fnult ; orfeeing it and qo^ drawing fon- 
ces ixom: Jbc ipirit of pcav^r, ^ivcauM noc getithe let- 
ter of.it: And it was a pity ; ibr jja^ h^ bodi fenie^a^ 
merits I ,was tfaen.^maae. the: Ti^Umtof her humours 
All her occunaxion/W}as>tio.thw3rtii3e4C and 

fheinfpired tne like fcntiments anto her fon. They 
ipould make perfons far below meitake place , above ine. 
My mother, » who was very fenfible in xhe point q£ ho^ 
jiour, could, not endure that; And when fiie heard i6f 
it f»m others (for. I told her nothing, of it).&e chid.mc, 
thinkir^ I did it, not knowing howip keen m)t rank ; 
and that I had no fgfirit ; with maiiy otlscrdit of that ^ 
fort*. . Idudt notteUherhowit.was withnre^.but I was 
almoft: ready to die ^khthe agonies iof grief and xon^ 
tinual vexation. And what aggravated them all, was 
the rpmefnbranGe of the p^ribns wha had offered fuit/ to 
me, the difference, of their humour and their manner of 
afting, the love they had for me, with their agreable- 
nefs and politenefs. : Alk xhh. made my pre&nt fituation 
very . doleful, t and .my-' burthen intolerable. - . ^y naothef'- 
in-law Upbraided me iii regard to my family, and fpoke 
to me ineefiantly taihf jdifadvaocage of my fithe^r and 
mother. .1 nevei: went to. fee them, but I hadfome bit* 
tcrfpeecheitojbear.at.jpy.retiu'n-.. . ... 
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' Ok theoc&erlttQd my m<)tfaar itomplainMi <if mc^ 
that i did not come ofcm enougir^oo iee a^i-^ * She fikl I 
dki not ioirr iier^ that I vas al^tittad ftoiil^y- ^N^n fii^ 
mity, by being too tiittch aouclwd to thac of my htiftamH 
ib chat i bad a greac^dcalrafiicavy iiifl[rrifigsvoi)imderg» 
oo both fides, '» . • . : . 






What (till further augmented my crofTcsMt^ tfattt 
my mother related to my mother-in-law the pains I had 
<oft her ^om> Hiy iitiincy : .After M^hich thsy reproach- 
ed mOf daying^^ / ft«r 4i uAungili9g:Md m levd fpiMt. 
Mfr huftrand obfiged niecoibayadl ttlie -^y ioftg.in wsf 
iM€ber4i^1aw^. nxnn, withcmc any.iterty of retiraig 
MBDffiy own apttrtmont) .io^ that lisad hck % mobient's 
iQ^sice^to brectivra^itttte* She :mniBira:reflrftBig oni»fc 
f^jt^mf boAy^tKi kflen the Afibfbioa fltidodftii0hi«4ikh 
€aif had fw mc^ g^Uing me with the gro^fcfriifiramk far- 
fiire the fineft companies. This had mot nhe ttSdBi Iht 
^wuted } ibr iihc mora padesitly they ikw cpd bar ic, 
tlie higbsr eOeem they enter caiaed for >me< ^ 

**« f . % ^ 4 • » •• 

iKDXiB, ' flie focmd the fecret xyf extinguiftiog my vi- 
^vQiticy^ vid making^ine become iike a ftupid idiot i ib 
that feiAC/Of noy fermer acquai/nance- hardly knewt me^ 
^Tbafe who had notfeen mfe before, faid^ * )9:£r cfais^the 
M^^pcdbn famed forfuch abundance of wit ? She can't 
^^iay two^iforda;- * She is a fine image/' I wis tioc yec 
fmtetecn yeata old. I was ib xnuch tntksidined,^ that I 
duitftnot go^OQt without my niother4n*law; andrln her 
jmrfetoe I could itot fpealc. I knew not what i ^aid ^ *fo 
nuohlbarl had of patting her out of humour^ and 
^wwixBg fpme bkter ipeech on myielf. 

To t:ompieBt my afllidion, they prefenced me with a 
•w^aiting-maid who was every thing with . them. She 
kept me in iight like a govcmefe^ and treated me in a 
ftran^ manner. For the mod: pare I bore with pad« 
' ence asitalady.which I had no way to avoid : Butiome- 
times I let fome hafty aafoer efcape ane, which waa to me 
' a fource of grievous crofles, and violent reproaches, for 

a long 



n long tioie ^ogtdicr. ' Wken^l wott^mc, dit «£b6emiHl 
hadiorders ko gtve an accouik xjf e^jiiiy thing L did. k 
was then I began to eat the bread of forrows, and c6 
mingle my drink with, my tears. If I was at table, they 
^d'one thing or other to me, which coremfl me with 
4i:onfufion. i had recourfe totes^rs, and fri^ thence had 
a double ihame, the one for what th^ faid to oie, and 
^e other for not being afUe to £M*bear w-eeping. I |ud 
nobody to trU «ny condition to^ ««sho :might (hare mv 
grief and fadp me to:bear it. I bad a smnd to tdU foncitt- 
thing €i it to my mother ; and that ciiUed me fo many 
new crofies, that I reiblred to ha^e no other confident 
of my^tn)id3les than myfelf. It was not iik>m any na- 
tural cfu^lty, . that tny huflband treated n^ fhus ; for he 
loved me even paffionately, biit be was naturally warm 
and hafty. Wn2^ my macher*in4aw faid to Jiiin conti- 
nually irritated him. 

' » 

* It was in a condidon fo dqplorabk every way^ oh my 
C^D, that I began to perceive the need I had of d^y 
afJMbance : For this condition was fo much the more 
periidiiisfbr ffie, Imcaufe, meeting with nofne but adrni** 
fers abroad, and fuch as pattered me to my hwt, it was 
to be feared left in l^h young years^ amidft all the 
ftrange domeftic crofles I had to b^r^ I ibould be feduc* 
ed into irregularity. But thou, by thy goodnefs and 
the love thou bore me, gave ith a qaitt d^eient tum. 
By thefe redoubled ftrokes thou drew me ^ thyfeU*, and 
did by thy croflcs what thy carefles could not efFeft. 
Nay even at thebeginmng of my marriage, thou made 
ufe of 'my natural piide, to keep me within the iiimts 
of my duty. I knew -dmt a woman of honour ought 
never to give fufpicion to her hufl>and. I was fo very 
circumQ>eft on that head, that I often carried it even to 
eicceis, fo far as to ref ufe >tbe hand to fuch as o&ted 
me theirs. There happened to me an adventure which^ 
thro' my having a mind to drive prudenoe too far, had 
Kke to have ruined me ; for things were taken contrary 
tQ thctr mteot : fiiii: « 4iat tioie my huibmd Was fenii- 

I ble 
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bk of my ^hnocence, and of the .fidfcfend of the in^ 
finuations which my mother*m*laiit wanted to infuft 
into him* 

Such powerful crofies, I Aj^ made me retorn t» 
God. I began to deplore the fins of my youth; for 
lince my marriage I had not committed any volunta>- 
rily : Yet I had ftill fome fentiments of vanity rcmattv 
ing, which I wilhed not to have. However my trou- 
bles now counterballanced them. Moreover many of 
them appeared juft to the little light I had ;. f or I was 
. not yet illuminated to difcem the effence of vanity : I 
iixed my thoughts only on its accidents. I tried then 
1 to repair my life by penance, and by a general eon* 
feffion, the moft . exaft that ever yet I had made. I 
' quitted all my romances, for which I lately had fuch a 
fondnefs. It had been, fome time before my marriagp^ 
damped by reading the gofpel, I was fo affefted there- 
. with, and in it difcovercd that charaftcr of truth which 
•^put me out of conceit with all the other books. They 
. appeared then to me to be only full of lies. I put away * 
^.even indifferent books, to have none but fuch as were 
. profitable. 1 rcfivmed the praftiqe of prayer, and en- 
deavoured to offend thee, oh my God, no more. I felt 

* *hy love gradually to recover the afcendant in my heart, 
, and to banifh every other. I had notwithftanding, an 

:i0tolerable vanity, and complaeency in myfek; which 
^ .has bden my moft grievous and obilinate fin. 

: My croffes redoubled every day. What rendered 
i . thern. more painful was, that my mother-in-law, not 
: content with the bittercft fpeeches, which fhe uttered 

* againftme. both in public^and private, would break out 
in a paffion about the fmalleft trifles, and fcarcely be 

; free .from it ev^en a foittnight together. I f>afled a part 
,.vof my time in bewailing rayfclf, when I could be alone: 
i-And my grief became every day more hitter. I fiarac- 
-. times, could not contain my felf, when I faw girls, who 
- were my domeU;icks,. and cfwcd me fubmiffipn, 0«at 
t^_ . me 



J 



CixA^.. VI. icA B 1? IG5J I?Q tf. 4rf 

me foi ill. I tJid never thekfs ; wh^t I CQ^iW tcHAib4**f 

jBy? temper, wiuch bttyst cp&;:i()e notjt litdc. . -• 

- » • • • » ■ , . < 

:SocH ftunning blows- fo impaired, the vivacity of my 

nature^ that I became lih a lamb th&t isjbearmgi , I pray* 

ltd to our L.QiaD to aflift me^ a^ he w^ my refine* As 

mjr agc.differed from lhf»irs (formyh^ftDiand was twenty 

Cwoy«ars older than I> I few well that there was noprOf 

lability of changing thd'r humours, which were fortiji 

feed withy©fkr$: As J./ound: that ^whatever I faid wa« 

ofienfive, even, things which . others v^ould have been 

pleafed with, \ knew flftt wha^t tQ do» One day, weigh. 

cd down wiifi grief, about, fi^ months. after I !wa3 married^ 

being alone, I.took a knife.to cut opt my. tongiie, ioi 

order not tp be obliged tofpeak to pcrfons, wha oni^ 

made me fpeak, %o li^ve 4 ff^^ qiatter of rage agajnft 

me. This exar^vagant otper#>^n I had cffedted, if Goo 

4^ad npt ^op^d me ^ort» aiid made me &e my /olly^ 

I- p^ayed continu^ly,; I,eYeni'can>mimKated, I caufed 

;mfle$ .toi.be 1 faid^ to pbt^ifk:^he privilege of* becoming 

4umb, fo fimple and. ignorant was- I. 'I haye had my 

&»ref^.crofie&^ hxix. n^ ^r fpvmd any:^fia[ difficuk to fup^ 

port,, as^^ thjrt of p^rpeti^l 5:<)e^ariety, *witbom relaxatif 

^i .of doing ^11 onc^canvto-pjioafev without .ev^ fuQ- 

(C^dir^; ihejwin, bui: extn Aidl pffending^hy . f ^e veiy 

ioeans.^fign^d tx> oblige, an^ fbeingforce4^ .t|e wi^ 

fnoh, in. a moft fe vere . confinement, firom^jnoming cill 

night, without ^ver dari^g^to. quit them^ : I haye foiunJ 

thAt g^'eat'crj^s.oy^ whelm, and fti^e .alL 'anger at 

once.' 7^t^uJ4^ch.a continual ccwtrariety. irritates aifd re* 

vtve» A: fouropfs at thc} ^heai^ft -Jt has fucha ilrang^ 

eSeA^ that oi^fmi#:dp<l|^Vie]f the ufmofl: violence 

not to break out ip£o i;^f wdrjV<^xation. ; 






Such w$s f^y cqnlHto^ hi ^^^lacriage)! rather that ot 
a flave than of a free pcrfon. For a new augmentation 
of my difgraces, I perceived, four months afcr my mar^ 
ifigge^; rt§r^i«y huflHwlr.w^^ gouty. Thi&r maWy, 
^Dvl^clit fkH^sfs fhouldihftv^ fandifkd iiini,. caufed mt 
tnany cro|fcf».bo|h within ;*nd withoufc* He^ had the 

I 2 gou€ 
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|Mt twkfe this yea^ &t v9ctk% Mdi tioie^ Sbbn aim 
it returned again ; and he had it ftiU wofftf cten^ tiefonn 
He was fp much plagued with it, that he came no more 
out of his rooni, nor often out of' his bed^ which he 
tifually kept for feveral months. I attended him vMk 

trtat care, tho* fo very jomtg. I didnot fail in my duij^ 
lit cveh did It to the utmdft <rf my povlwr. But ahoil 
an this did not gain me their fritndlhip. I had not even 
the cpnlblatk>n to know whether what I did was agroe^ 
ftble, t denied myfelf all the rndft innoci^nt diverfioi»; 
to continue with my hufband ; and did whatever I 
thought i^^outd ^eaie him. Sometimes he fuffered m^ 
ijuiecly, and tl^n I thought myfelf very hj^py : But 
it otf&er times I w^ infupportable. My particular 
friends fald^ ♦' I was of a fine age indeed to be nurfe 
^^ fco an invalid, and that it was a fhamtfui thing 
*• that I' did ndt fet more value oii my talents." I 
tinfwered theitv, '* finte I had » hufbatMd, I oughk oo 
^ fhare his painful as well as bis pleafing circumflsan^ 
•* ees/* Befides my motfier, inflead ot" pitying me^ 
)^6^xitnanded me fhaf ply for my alBduity srbout my huf- 
MMfid \ ailliring me that I (houkl tender nfiy^ ulihappiy 
by it\ and that he would afterwards dtftnttiid, as ti duty^ 
what I n6w did out of yirttle. But, oh my Gdn, hour 
aifffereht \^ere thy thoughts from theirs, what appeared 
Without fmhi what pafled ^thin t My hufband had that 
foible, thsn wh^n any one faid any thing to htm^gaiffft 
irie, hefle*w4ntoapaffionatonce. It w^^he conduiSl 
Hf providence over me : For he was^' a man df )^fi)n ail4^ 
loved me mqth. When I wa flck, he vfe* iiicoidbln^ 
Me. \i Believe, had it not been for my m6tter4n-lii^, 
thd tJie'gW I have fpoken tjf, 1 <hcAfki tia^e b^en very 
happy with hini: FDrn^ofttti«n huve th^ir-'^fiibh^\ 
j^nd it is the duty of a reafonable woman to bear them 
jbeatieably, wfthdijt ft*iteting ihm mWt tf wo^^rc- 
f!Bs. "• '-•'■/ • 



.'. 



1;Mt«E things thou haft dfdeftd, dh «fy Odb^ lE^ttefc 
lafnanner mthy goodneft, Aat I hiivt fince^iiibii^ it was 

^eceflby ^r oiaking me di6 to ti^y ¥tan 4^1 liAQghfl^ 
* nature 



nature* i fbould doc Imt had povei^ to dei&oy it 'my^ 
idl, if ^tfaouiiadft^pii laboured for it by .an ^U-wife 
4pconQ|Dy of thy, pr^vid^nce^ I be^ed. paitience , with^ 
great earneftnefs ; acvertbekfs fome tallies of my naxiw 
.ral livclincfs efcaped me, and vanquiftied the refoluti- 
9113 I i^d rtaken of bediig idenc. This iims doobtleis 
^(tttnicced, ^at my feif-loiKc fiiould not nouiiih itfei^ 
with my p^ci^nce : For a flip ^f a momem cau&d met 
months ^ . humiliatk^n) reproadi and ibrro^i^ and 
pi^vtd tbe 0ccafian ^ new csolTirs. 
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THIS fitft ytat I did n#t make a rigHt ufe of my 
iMk^iMis. k fodi 41 wiQiAer as I fhmiM ha>^o done.: 
I- ftiU'bad vanity .^ I fetnetimcs -bed, M excufe things 
tb my liulband tfnd !t«^ei»-in*kv^ ^bj^attfe I &tMgely 
flbi^^ in k^t tff tketn^. S^etimi^ i 'trndse^ out in ^ 
w^ <^^r cond«& •«]^f>Mf|dd fa ^hty^ Qh»siafotiable^ aiMt 
efpfioiaHy ^t moft proi^ktiiig {reatni(»it4f>tfcefg|fi who 
^r^c( me. It ippetfed to' mti thing UKtseird 4^, ^ tJi^ 
ilhify ihodl^lttke her^j^iitVagftinft m^ i^^ 
^^nfi¥^ her d^rtMenc; For«as to mjit.mo^her-in-'Wy 
Ji^r lige ind I'ank fendet^d -t&e th«ftg mom tolerable kf 
Kneri ^ But thou, oh my Gots broogbt r«^ to fee things inf 
fitr other lights. I found in ^ thee reasons, for iliiief ing^ 
ik4iieh I j^d never tbiind in -the cf^atiilie $ Thou d^ 
*d itieto reap a benfefil from it, o# whieh T had yH 
Mo prefpcjt. I cAme dft^r^ard to jfee in a dear ligHl 
fkid^with great joy, that this condu^, as unreafcmatrie 
is4t feemod^ tod ^ mortifying as it was, was 'quite 
ncccfiary for me ; -for if I- had fcecn ^pplaude^ by my 
h«flbarid ami mother-in-law, as I was at my fathers, my 
pride would have been intolerable. I hiad a fault com-^ 
ittOh to fnoft women, that Z (xmldmt hectr a b^autifuf 
Ionian praifed, without ^finding fome fault jn hefi ajt-* 
fiilly caufing it to deremarlsed, in order ^Gdleflep the 
♦ * good 
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good wl)ich was faid of Jier. This fault-of mim oon* 
tinued long. It is the fruit of a grois and inaUgnaafi 
pride^ as well as that of extrayagamly e^oUiog aojr- 
©ne. 

..... 
I GREW brg with my firil child. During this tim^ 
they took good care ot.me, and my croflcs were therei}^ 
fomewhat mitigated. Indeed I was heavily indifpofe^ 1 
it was enough to excite the compaflion of the moft in* 
different, Befide they had Q} great a defire of having 
children, that they were much afraid left I ihould any 
way hurt my fe|f, . .yet jpwarcijt.hc latter part, this care 
and tcndernefs of me abated : And once, as my mother* 
in-law had treated rne in a very grating manner, I had 
the malice to feign a cholic,' to give diem in my turn 
fome alarm ; for had I been hurt by it they would have 
been inconfolable,- as my huiband was an only fan, 
and my mothec-in-law, who was.vcry rich, could not have 
heirs but by him.,. Biit as I law. this little ardfice^ve 
them toQ ^much. pain, I tpld them I was better. No 
greature could- be more heavily loaden with iicknefs^ 
than I was, during this pregnancy. Befide continu^^ 
heavings, I had fQ.itrange a diftafte, cxce|)/t for ibmp 
fruit,, that I coujid not b^ the fight of food. . I. had 
fikewife continual fwoonings and violent pains. 1 ha4 
9 very fore time in my delivery^ and my wf^knefs waa 
^yere and long.. I had wherewith to exercife patience^ 
which! offered up tp our Lord. And as foon a^. I had 
a little relief, I feepied tofufier with .much c^^^nt.^ 
From a fever which I ^d I was fp weak, that . aftejp 
ieveral weeks I could Icarce bear to be moved, to have 
iny bed made. Wh^n I was got a little better, an 
impofthume fell jupon my brcaft, which was forced to 
be laid open in Wo places, which gave me great pain :• 
Yet all thefc maladi/es feemed tp i^c only a Ihadow of 
troubles, in comparifon of thofe I fuffered in the fami* 
ly ; which far frcKii diminiibing daily ii^creafed, J was 
•alfo fubjed to a very bad head-ach. . Indeed life waj^ 
fp weariibme to me, that all tjie n^ladies which ^rc 
thought mortal did not/rightcninc. r 

' This 
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Tms lying-in fct off my perfon, and confequently 
gave tnt Tome vapity. 1 was glad of being marked 
with regard. And, far from avoiding the occafions 
thereof, I went to the public walks, tho* but feldom -, 
and when in the ftrcets, I pulled oflF my mafk out of 
vanity, and drew off my gloves _to (hew my hands. Could 
there be greater folly ? I fometimes alfo went to the 
ball, where I expofcd my vanity in dancing. 

There fell out in the family an ^ffairof great confe- 
quence, in fegard to our temporals; The lofs was 
very confiderable. It coft me ftrange crbfles for above 
a year, not that I cared for the lofles which it caufecj. 
But I fcemed to be the butt of all the ill humours of 
the family.' It would require a volume to defcribe aU 
that I fuffered during this time. With what pleafure 
did I facrifice thefe temporals ; and how often refign 
myfclf to have begged my bread, if God had fo or- 
dered * it ! My mother-irt-law ' was inconfolabfc. She 
bad mc pray to God for thefe things ; but to me 
that was entirely impoflible. Oh my deareft Lord. ! 
never could I pray to thee about the world, or things 
of the world ; never fully my facred addreffes to the 
Majefty on high with the dirt of the eiirth: No, I 
rather wilhed to rienounce it all, and every thing be- 
fide whatfoever, for the fake of thy precious love, and 
the enjoyment of thy prefence in that kingdom, which 
is^ not of this world. I wholly facrificed myfelf to thee, 
even earneftly begging thee rather to reduce our family 
to beggary, than fuffer it- to offend thee. In my own 
mind I excufed my mother-in-law, faying to myfclf, 
" If thou hadft taken the pains to fcrape and fave like 
« her, thou wouldft not be fo indifferent at feeing fp 
much loft. Thou enjoyeft what coft thee nothing, 
and reapeft what thou haft not fowed." Yet all thefe 
thoughts could not make me fenfible to our lofles. I 
even formed agreable ideas of our going^o the hof- 
pital. No ftatc appeared to me fo poor and miferable, 
which I ftiould not have thought ,eafy,.in comparifon 
of the continual domeftic perfecutions I underwent. 

My 
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My fatBer, who loVtd me tcndctiy, art^ whdm I ho- 
noured beyond cxprcflion, knew nothing of k/ Gap, 
ib permitted it^ that I (hould have hitn alfo ^i^leafed ' 
i;^ith me foribmft time; for my mother Was coQtinuaily* 
telling l>im that I was an ungrateful ct^acure, ffaewing' 
no regard for them, but all ror my hu(band*s familf . 
Appearances were againft jne ; for I -did not go to 
fee them a quarter as often as J ihould have done. But 
they knew not the captivity I was in ^ and what I was, 
obliged to bear for defending tfaeni^ Thefii complaints 
oftnymotheri and a trivial affair that fell out, altered 
a little my father's fond regard for me ; hut it did mot 
hold long. My mother-in-law reproached me, iaying, 
** No affli6lions befell them till I came into the lioufe. 
^ All misfortunes came along with me.^ On the other 
fid^ my mdther wanted me to exclaim againft my hiff« 
band which I could never fubmit to. 

No body can write fuch things with more reluftance' 
th^n I do^ and I confefs that, if I did not fear to dis- 
obey you, I Ihould b« loth to prof$cut» any further 
mynanation* ' . 

We continued to meet with lofs after lofs, the King 
retrenching a confiderable fliare of* our revenues, be- . 
fide great fums of taoney left in oiir city houfe at Paris. 
I. could have no reft or peace, in the midft of fuch 
gre^t afiliftions. I had no mortal, either to confole me^ 
ortaadvifewith. My^ fifter, who had educated me, 
had departed this- life/ She died two months before, 
tny marriage ; and I had no confidence in any other. 

. I Kow curled my hair hot at all, or Very little ; very, 
rarely did I look at myfelf in a lookmg-glafs, that I. 
might not gratify my vanity. I had for the cxercife of 
reading, books of devotion, fuch as Thomas a K^mpis, 
on the imitation of Jesus Chrkt, and the works of 
St* Frakcis de Sales which I read while the maid was 
combing me. Moreover I let myfelf* be* dreftjuft 'as 
fhe pleafed, which abridges a great deal of trouble and 

of 
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of the fufcgcfts of vanitjr. I knew not how things were 5 
but they always liked me and thought all well in poinc of 
drefs."*If on fome particular days I wanted to appear bet- 
ter:, it proved worfe j and the more indifferent I was about 
it the better I appeared. How often have I gone to 
church, not fo much to worlhip God as to be feen there? 
Other women, jealous of me, infiftcd upon it that I 
painted; and told my confeffor of it, who chid me for 
it *, but I aflured him of the contrary. I often fpoke iti 
my own praife, and fought to raife my own efteem by 
depreciating qthers: Yet thefe faults gradually decreaf- 
cd; for I was very forry afterwards for having commit- 
ted them. I often examined myfelf very ftridtly, writ- 
ing down my faults and flips, from week to week, and 
month to month, to fee how much I was improved or 
reformed.- But alas ! this labour, tho* fatiguing, was, 
but of little fervice, becaufe I placed moft of my truft 
in my own cares. The church was the place in which 
I was moft feen, and moft tempted with fentiments of 
vanity. 

Mr hufband'^s abfence was fo long, and in the mean 
time my crofles and vexations at home fo great, that I 
determined to go to him. My mother-in-law ftrongly 
oppofed it ; but this once my father interfering, and 
infifting on it, ihe let me go. At my arrival I found 
, he had like to have died. Thro* vexation and frettmg 
he was very much changjed ; for he could not finifh his 
aff^rs, havinc^ no liberty to attend them, keeping 
himfeLf concealed at the hotel de Longueville^ where Ma-- 
dam de Lef^ueville Wiss extremely kind to me. But as 
I appeared much to view, he was in great fear left I 
ihould make him known ; in a rage he bad me return 
h^me : But love, and mv long abfence from him, fur* 
mounting every other reaion, he foon relented and made 
me fray with him. F^ kept me eight days, without let* 
ting me ftir out of his chamber ; 'till, fearing the dP 
ft& of fuch a clofe cq^ifinement on my conftitution, he 
defired me to go ^pi^ke a walk in the garden, where 

it I met 
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I met Madam de Longnevillf Hvhp t<ftifitd grott joy (In 
ieeingnie« ^ . i 

I CANNOT cxprefs all the kindncfs I met with in this 
houfe. All officers here fcfVed me with eihulatioii, and 
applauded me on account of my poor mifcrable perfon 
and exterior deportment : Yet I was much on my guard 
againft paying too great attention thereto. I never en* 
tered into difcourfe with any man when alone. I admit- 
ted none into my coach, not even ctf my relations, tm- 
Icfs my hulband were in it. No more did I enter into 
any man's coach. In fbort there Was not any rule of 
dilcretion, which I did ndt duly obfervc to avoid giv- 
ing any fufpicion to my hulband, or fubjeft of calumny 
to others. So much precaution had I for a vain point 
of honour, and fo little for the true honour, which is to 
pleafe God. Every one ftudied there how to contribute 
to divert or oblige me. The dppearance of things with- 
out was too enchanting for me ; but it was far other- 
wife within ; chagrin had fo much overcome and ruffled 
my hulband, that I had hard things daily, ^nd often in the 
day, to digeft. Sometimes he thrcatned to throw th^ fup- 
per out of the windows : But I faid to him, *' he would 
*' then do me an injury, as I had a keen appetite." I 
made him laugh, and kughed with him. This appeal- 
ed him •, and the manner in which I fpoke diverted 
him. Before that, melancholyprevailcd over^ I could 
do, and over the love he had for me, Biit Goo both 
armed me with patience, and g«,ve me the graice to re- 
turn him no anfwcr -, fo that the devil, who attempted 
K) draw me into Ibme offence, was forced to ^tire ia 
confufion, thro* the fignal affiftaece of that grtcc. 

. Aftir tills I fell fick. As I would not incommode 
the hotiel de LmgueviUe^ I got ipyfelf rcisiovcd to-another 
place, where J was reduced to fuck extremity, that af-. 
ter having in feveri days taken, ifrom nie forty eight cups 
of blood, till they ^oejd get !>o niore, the dod^^rs gavjR 
me over. There was not the leaft lilcriihood of my 
recovery. The prieft, whoconfdled me, being a per- 
fon 
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fon of piety and difcernment, having been an intimate 
friend of St. Francis de Sales^ appeared ^vell^ fatisfied 
on my befialf, and faid, " I fhould die like a faint." 
But my fins were too prefent to my mind, and too pain- 
All to my b^arc, 10 hj^yc foch 4 prefvirnptioq, At ^id- 
fiight they brought ii)e th€ holy viaiicum* It was a 
fcene of general diftrefs in the family, and among all 
that knew.mc. There was none but I to whom death 
wai indifferent. I beheld it without fear, and was reo- 
dercd infenfible to it* approach. Far otherwife was it 
jv^ith my kuft^and, who was inconfolabk, and like to 
die of grief, whun he faw there was no more hope, no 
more bkM>d in my \t\m » Yet mlraculoufiy I recovered ; 
ind to me this malady proved of great benefit ; for, be- 
fide a very great patience under violent pains, it ferved 
to iUumiiiAte me much in my view of tjie emptinefs of 
'Worldly thkijgs v H detached me from myfelf, and gave 
me. new courage to fuffer better than I had done. The 
lo^e of GdD gathered flfength in my heart, with a de- 
#fBe to ple^fe and be faithful to him 49 my condition* 
Se v^^ral 4:M3hei^ advantages I reaped &om it, of which it 
^onM be ^letefs ' to go thro' the whole detail. I had 
^t fix fDonthfi to drag along with a (low -fever and he- 
patic dpx. 'It 'was iJhoii^ht that would have brought 
3^ ta my endv^ --Btit^ihy rin^. Oh my God, was not 
yet arrived for taking me to thyfelf. Thy de/igns over 
mc were widely dificrent from the expeftations of thofe 
About me-i' it l)eit% thy determination to make me 
iboth tfeeMJhjeftof thy ffiwcy and 1^ vi^m of thy juf • 
<ttce. - 
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* Tliet£oobirift« >or Afiaiitfiui^ of bread and wine, given to 
m in t)^^ fMf^ ol^^h^ ppcr^cfi to (^.cfjgtljen .% fool *r 
its voyage to Ae otiwr Wprld^.^ 
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[Of the grofs abufe of language among 

the Papifls &c. ; 

IPurpofed from the beginning to take fome notior 
hereof, as I thought it requifite. Not willing to over<^ 
load the preliminary obfervations, I defigned to iofert 
in a note my remarks on this deceiving aod mifcbieiottf 
abufe -, but chuie rather to have it printed in the lai^ 

type. ... 



• A 



The language of the New Tefjlament fingly and oJr 
tirely tends to the fan&ification of the Ibul and upfpofr- 
ted goodnefs of life : Put fopijh prieftcrafthas moft attr 
fully adulterated the chriftian language to fejcve the 
purpofes of fuperftition, to lead away the people fimn 
truth into error, into wrong ideas about matters of 
moment, . m order tp. Jipld them thereby more depen- 
dent on themfelves, and to heat them with vic^^ce^ iA 
fupport of their errors. 1 fee this to be a large fiekt; 
Out of it I (ball produce 9 li^tlf^ ^ ihew it,. I ha|)cti 
in its proper colours!, v ..» 

The people have been taught to believe tJiat thfiiif 
Ujbops andptufis^ hov^/pver proud pr wicked, as tpg^ ww-i 
ny of ' them have been, have a wonderful power, via^ 
to forgive all fins ^ while both the .people's hearts and 
their own remain unchanged, and the new birth, wkicli 
Chrift and his Apofties declare abfolute neceflary, ne« 
ver known ; and^hat thefe men can cmfecrat€j ox place 
a holineis in, ground^ hdldii^s^ uunfils^ garmaUs^ wa^. 
ferSy water ^ &c, 

Confecration^ in the New Teftament, is applied ^ 
Christ. He alone by his divine prefence, or by ft«^ 
as are created, anew in him, whom he makes ufe of asi 

inftruments, 
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inftruments, can conftcrate. When fuch celeftial favour 
is withdr awn^ the conJkratWLXcxkts witb 4^,^ - k then 
remains there no more, till by him it is renewed. Where 
Christ has the fway, there alj is conficrated^ but with- 
ftyt.hffii notWugvowteatevci' name. be givyx to any place, 
|)erfon or thifig. When biIhop$ pretend to confecraU the 
ground^ and the buildings^ which very improperly they 
call churches^ what wild work is if, to fay no. WPffc ©f 

I. Thi^ ckfirch of God in fcripture is definied to be ih 
fiikr and^ gpimndof tbi truths i Tim* iii. 15. It there 
^generally ftands for the aflembly of the faithful^ tho* 
we find that fuch aflembly continued to retain the fame 
mme after apoftacy had entered, as the church of La-- 
dk€d^6cc. But the Papifts have been taught to call a 
4cail building the churchy and feduced to reverence the 
liimfe^ of the corrupt dgminipn and lucre of their priefts. 
They alfo call the impofitibns of their clergy the com^ 
maods of the chufch. 

, .. ■ ^ : 

i B^noP^j iti the New Teftament, are elders or ovcrr 
J0crs, patterns of humility and goodnefs : But Papifts 
,liaveaktred the good fcnfe of the word, and applied it 
la Jprdly men, who, like the Scribes and Pharifees, iivalk 
w fof^ roies^ love ths upperm^fi r^vms at feafts^ the chief 
^ts in the fynagogms^ and to be called ef men Ruibbiy &q. 
i&At. '30eiii. Luke xx. 46, 47. Thefc they ftykd 
^ J^miM^ ^rituah Fathers in God, &c. Priefts arpong, 
the Jews^ there were, of the tribe of Levi, who killctT 
and offered the facrifices : But atagiong chriftians in the 
^t^ Teftgment we find nont . 

'-^♦{ZiAi ifl the New Teftament means a pure flame of 
1<IM to^GoB^. and ta mankind: But among Papifl:s a 
flame of bigotry for i41e and empty pomps arud cere- 
monies ^ or a flame of rage and cruelty againft good men 
a£>Kl women who dare think and ad aright, in bearii^g. 
afakhful eeftimbny fdr Christ, againfl: the Antichrifti- 
9fi ifiipofitions of Po^ry. Oftf' what grievous hayock 
.'-^ ' ' ' has 
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has this perverted little word Ztal made ! If men were 
zealous in cruelty againft diofr called hereticks, tramp* 
ling on every right of humanity, fuch men, or rather 
nwnfters of barbarity, were generally honoured and 
indulged, however fcandalous arid profligate their lives', 

% 

9 

• 

Saints wei:e canonized by Popes, many of them for 
their furious z^tf/ in perfecuting* -inftead of labouring 
with much diligence and patience to convince oppofery; 
or tor their ZfflT in building and embellifliing fuperb fa- 
bricks, quite contrary to the fimplicity of the* Gofpel, 
and to the pattern left us by Christ, fe*^ kingdmii 
not of this worldy John xviii. 36, ; 

HoLYDAYS, falfely fo cilkd, hav6 been fuperftitteufljr 
Inftituted to draw the people from honeft laudable in^ 
elaftry, into tempiations to idlcnefs, intemperance^- and 
profanity, to the great injury both of tbcmfelves and tif 
the country they live in. ^ ' 

Trinity is a word which has done much harm. It 
-has bccafioned mueh violent altercation and dHlenfi- 
on : So muth fafer it is to ufe the plain language of 
the New Teftament. ■ ^ 

Sacrament is a wpfd borrowed from the heathem 
of old Rome^ being among thte«m a miiitarybatJh. As 
*to Baptifm^ Christ declares k necdTary ; but he np 
'where joins to it any earthly thing, or outward el«Ti*i*. 
Mat. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi, 1 6. John the Baptift d^- 
'ck^, ••' I Indeed baptiee you with water, but «e fliiall 
baptize you with the HelyGhoft, fee** Mat. iii; ii» 
The Apoftle Paul joins One Lord, one faiths one hap- 
tifm^ Eph iv. 5.* T^ one faith aid haptifm are hea- 
venly gifts fr6m that oneLoK^^ inwardly purifying the 
heart from every' defilement % whereas what the Papifts 
call holy water can only wtffh the outfide, the filth ^f 
theflefb. Sec 1 PH*,m ?i. 

From 
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^ From old Pag^B idolafry t^i^y brought into ufc^ 
among Ghriilians^ the names of the days of the week 
and months of the year. Their fuperilition has alfo 
added the names of many other times, as Shrovetide, Lent^ 
Eajier* JVhitfuntide^ Michaelmas^ Martinmas^ Chrijtmas^ 
Candlemas^ with feveral others, quite contrary to the apof- 
tolic cautions Gal. \v. 9, 10, 11. Col. ii. 11, to thj: 
end. I Tim. iv. i, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

• 

Their fuperilition has alfo introduced a vaft abun- 
dance of other words and things never heard of in the 
. Holy Scriptures, as ibeadsj chaplets^ rcfaries^ fcapularieSy 
convents^ cioyfter^^ clergy^ laity ^ fponfors^ godfathers^ god- 
tnotbers^ popis^ pontiffs^ pt*elates^ prebends^ monks^ friars^ 
jifuits, abbets^ abbeffes^ tranfubfiantiation^ &c. Their 
prrefts and friars, they always czXi fathers^ their abbefles 
and priorcijes mothers^ young friars '^r^/i^rj, T{\xn% Jifters^ 
By rdigim they frequently mean a monaftic life, by 
the religious fvizv% nuns &c. a long bead-roU in many 
and various divifionis. 

( / HengtE' it appears that what the wile king obferved is 
in that corrupt church amply verified^ "God made 
** man upright, but they have fought out many inven- 
" tions." EccL. vii. 29. 

Afm yet in that very chtirch at hath pleaied God^ as 
it . were miracuiouily, to raife up fonie as ^ni^ and 
fluning ligbts^ whole ikps in ]ife- are well > worthy to be * 
traced, who, did not join in perfe<iuting any, but ^erc 
meek, patient and peHccMted. They indeed lYfed the 
turrent worcfe df ebw native o^ntries, in their cor* 
ftiptcd . meanings, .b«t without feeing *^them as fueh, 
the means of fuch. fight being whfeheM fiwnt diem. I 
haw often been iorry,^ with m^wiy ^more, that che re- 
fonntiatian from P4>pery ia England has retained too ma- 

^ The wQnd £^r is^.tnttklionedio oat tr^t^fiatioa <i i^ New 
Teftament, Acts xii. 4, But it is the tranfl^tors ftalt. TJhens 
was then no Popilh Eafien It ought to have been tranflated, fbt 
paffo'vcr. ' 

many 



58 Thb life of Part I. 

many of the Popi(h words and ways^ inftead of coming 
clear out of them, like Ifrael out of EgypU ^ot leaifing 
a hoof behind. £xod. x« 26.] 
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CHAP. VIII. 

AFTER a long languifliing time I recovered ; about 
which time my dear mother departed this life, 
in great tranquility of mind ; having, befide other 
virtues, been in particular very charitable to the poor. 
This virtue, io acceptable to Goo, he . was gracioufly 
pleafed to begin to reward, even in this life, with fuch 
a fpirit of refignation, that though (he was but twenty- 
four hours (ick, (he was made perfdbly eafy about every 
thing that was near and dear to her in this world. I now 
applied myfelf to my duties, never failing to praAife 
that of prayer twice a day. I watched over myfelf, to 
fubdue myfelf continually. I went to vific the poor iii 
their houfes, and aflifted them in their maladies ; and 
did (according to my underftanding) all the good I 
knew. Thou, oh my God, increafed both my love 
and my patience, in proportion to my fufferings. I 
had no regret for the temporal advantages which my 
mother had procured to my brother above me % yet at 
home they fell on me about that, as about every thing 
elfe. I was alfo very much incommoded with a fecond 
pregnancy, and had for fome time a tertian ague. I 
did not indeed ferve thee yet with that fervour which 
thou waft pleafed to give me foon after : For I would 
have been glad to reconcile thy love with the love of 
myfelf and of the creatures \ unhappily, ftill finding 
fome who loved me, and whom I could not forbear 
wifhing to pleafe ; not that I loved them, but for the 
love I bore to myfelf. 

A Ladv 
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A Lady, who was an exile, came to my father's 
hbufe. He offered her an apartment in it which (he 
accepted, and ftaid there a long time. She was one of 
great piety and inwardnefs. She had a Angular kind- 
. nefs for me, becaufe flie faw that I had a defire to love 
God,' andthat I employed myfelf in the exterior works 
of Charity. She remarked that I had the virtues of 
an adlive and buftlinjg life ; but that 1% was not in the 
fimplicity of prayer (fe was in. She fometimes dropped 
a word to me on that fubjeft : But as my time was 
not yet come, I did not underftand her. She ferved 
me morfc nby her example than Her words. I obferved 
on her countenance fomething which marked jii great 
enjoyment of the prefence of God. I tried, by the 
force bf head and of thoughts, to gain it to niyfelf ; 
but with much trouble to little purpofe. I wanted to 
have by efFoijts what I jcoqld not acquire, but in ceafing 
from efforts. . 

r 
\J^ ' * 1 

jSf^Y Father's nephew, of whom I have made men- 
tion before, was returned froni Cochinchina^ to carry 
over/fomc priefts from Europe' Exceeding glad. I was 
to| fee him, well remembring what good his firft 
pafling by had done me. The Lady above mentioned 
w^'s no lefs glad th?La.I ; and they converfed together 
in a fpiritual language. The virtup of this excellent 
relation charmed me ; and I admired his continual 
prayer without being able to comprehend it. I endea- 
voured to meditate, and to think on God without in- 
tefmiffion, to utter prayers and ejaculations, but couldl 
not acquire, by all my toil, what God gave me him- 
felf, and which is experienced only in fimplicity. My 
coufin did all he could to attach me more ftrongly 
to God. He conceived a vaft afFedion for me. The 
{)urity he obferved in me from the corruptions of |Jie 
age, the abhorrence of fin at a time of life ,^hen others 
are beginning to relifh the pleafures of it, (for I was 
not yet eighteen years old) gave him a tendernefs for 
me. I complained to him of my faults ingenuoufly ; 
for I had been fufficiently illuminated in regard to 

L them ^ 
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them; but, as the difficulcy of entirely reforming my- 
felf much abated my courage, he cheered and exhorted 
me to fupport myfcif, and to perfevere in my good 
endeavours for it« , 

I BELIEVE his prayers were more efFeAual than his 
words ; for no fooner was he gone out of my father's 
houfe, than thou, oh my divine Love ! manifefted thy 
fignal regard to me. The defire I had to pleafe thee> 
the rears I flied, the manifold pains I underwent, the 
labours I fuftained, and the little fruit I reaped from 
them^ ii^oved thee with compaflion. Thou gfuve mc in 
a moment, by thy Grace, what I could not procure for* 
myfelf by all my efforts. Such was the condition of 
my foul, when by a goodnefs fo much the greater, as' 
I had rendered myfelf the more unworthy of it, thou 
fent the favourable breath of thy divine operative 
Power to make me fleer with full fails over the fea of 
affliftions. The thing fell out thus. I often fpoke to 
my confefTor about the great anxiety if gave me to find 
I could not meditate, in order to pray, nor imagine to 
myfelf any thing profitable to the purpofe. Subjefts. 
of prayer which were too extenfive, to me were ufelefs. 
Such as were (hort and pithy fuited me better -, but my 
confefTor, I found, did not comprehend the matter, or 
underfland my meaning. 

At length God permitted a religious perfon, very 
devout, of the order of St. Francis *, to pafs by my 
father's habitation. He had defigned going another 
way, that was fhorter and more commodious 5. but 
a fecret power made him change his defign. He 

♦St. Francis of ^J^/e^ in Italy ^ firft a merchant, became af- 
terward patriarch and founder of the order that bears his came, 
ifiz. the Order of franci/can Friars, in 1206, approved by Pope 
IN^ocENT [JI. in 1 22^. It has fince branched into feveral others 
as Minims, Recolets, Capuchins, &c. So that there is now faid to 
be an infinite number of ihefe Vratres mnores, as they call them ia 
France, Sfain^ and other popiih countries. The founder died in 
1226, ajged 46. 

• ' faw 
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faw at firft that there was fomething for him to do, and 
thought that Goo had called him for the convcrfion of 
a nukn of fome diftin&ion m that country : But his la- 
bours there proved fruitlefs. It was the conqueft of 
my foul which was defigned* It feemcd as if God- 
paffed over all the reft, only to favour this ungrateful 
heart. As foon as he arrived in our country, he came 
to fee my father, who was very glad of his comings 
At this time I was lying-in of my fecond fon •, my fa- 
ther was fick and like to die. For fome time they 
concealed it from me, in regard to my condition ; till 
a perfonipiore indifcrcet told me it. Inftantly I arofe, 
all weak as I was, and went to fee him at the hazard of 
my life ; and a dangerous illncfs it coft me. My fa- 
ther was recovered, but not entirely -, yet enough to 
give me new marks of his afFedion, I told him of the 
ftrong defire I had to love God, and my great forrovv 
ioT not being able to do it fully. My father, as he 
had a great fondnefs for me, . thought he could not give 
me a more folid indication thereof, than in procuring 
me an acquaintance with this worthy man. He told 
me what he knew of him, and urged me to go to 
fee him. * 

I MADE at firft a difficulty of doin^ it, being intent 
on obferving the rules of thb ftrifteft prudence* How- 
ever my father's repeated inftances had with me the 
place of a pofitive command. I thought I could not 
do amifs, in a thing which I only did in obedience to 
him. - I therefore took a kinfwpman along with me 
and went. At firft he fecmed a little confufcd j for he 
Was referved toward women. Being newly come out of 
a five years folitude, he was furprized that I was the 
firft to addrefs him. He fpoke not a word for fome 
time« I knew not what to attribute his filence to. I 
4id«,QOt h^fitate to fp^ak to him, and to tell him in a 
few words, my difficulties about prayer. He prefently 
replied, " It is. Madam, ^ becaufe you feek without 
" what you have within. Accuftom yourfelf to feek 
^l God in your heart, and you will find him." 

L 2 Having 
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Having faid thefc words, he left me. They were 
to me like the ftroke of a dart, which pierced my 
heart afunder. I felt at this inftant a wound very deep, 
fmitten with the love of God; a wound fo delightful that 
I defired it never to bt cured. Thcfe words brought 
into my heart what I had been feeking fo many years ; 
or rather they made me difcover what was there, and 
which I did not enjoy for want of knowing it. Oh my 
Lord! Thou waft in my heart, and demanded only 
the turning of my mind inward, to make me feel thy 
prefencc. Oh infinite Goodnefs ! Thou was fo near, 
and I ran hither and thither feeking thee, and|pct found 
thee not. My life was a burden to me, and my hap- 
pinefs was within myfelf. I was poor in the midft of 
riches, and ready to perifh with hunger, near a table 
plentifully fpread, and a continual rcaft. Oh Beauty, 
antient and new ! Why have 1 known thee fo late ! 
Alas ! I fought thee where thou waft not, and did not 
feek thee where thou waft. It was for want of under- 
ftanding thefe words of thy golpel, " The kingdom 
*' of God cdmeth not with obiervation : neither (hall 
** they fay, Lo here, or lo there: For behold, the 
*' kingdom of Goo is within you." This I now ex- 
perienced, fince thou became my King, and my heart 
thy kingdom, where thou reigned as Sovereign, and 
did all thy Will. This fell out on Magdalen's Day, 
1668. 

L TOLD this good man, ** that I did not know what 
" he had done to me, that my heart was quite changed, 
" that God was there ; for fropi that moment he had 

given me an experience of his prefence in my foul ; 

not by thought, or any application of mind, but as 

a thing really poflefled after the fweeteft manner.'* I 
experienced thofe words in the Canticles : ** Thy Name 
" is as precious ointment poured forth J therefore do 
" the virgins love thee." For 1 felt in my foul an^ 
unftion which, as a falutary perfunw, healed in a 
moment all my \70unds. I flept not all th^t night, be« 

- caufe 
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caufe thy love, oh my God ! flowed in me like tieli- 
crous oil ; and burned as a fire, which was going to de- 
vour all that was left of felf in an inftant, . I • was all 
on a fudden fo altered that I was hardly to be known 
either by myfclf or others. 1 found no more thofe 
troiiblefome faults or reluftances. , They all difap- 
peared, as being confumed, like chaff in a great fire. 

I now became defirous that the inftrument hereof 
might become my direftor, preferable to any other. / 
This good father, however, could not readily refolve 
to charge|(|jiitnfelf with my conduct, though he faw 
fo furprizing a change ^ffefted by the hand of God; 
Several reafons induced him to excufe Tiimfelf ; firft 
my perfon, then my youth, for I was only nineteen 
years of age ; and laftly; a promifc he had made* to 
God, from a diftruft of himfelf, never to take upoh 
himfelf the diredion of any of our fex, imlefe Goi>^ 
by fome particular providence, Ihould ^rge him 
therewith. Upon my earneft and repeated^ req^ieft t<i 
him to become my direftor, he faid he would pray rf 
God thereupon, and bad me do fo top, As he was at 
prayer, it was faid to him, *' Fear not that ch'argev^he . 
*' is my fpoufe." This, when I heard it, aflTefted' Afl 
greatly. ^' What, ffaid I to myfelf; a frightful mon^ 
" fter of iniquity, who have done fo rmich to ofl^nd 
my God, in abufing his favours^ and requiting' therS 
with ingratitude •, and now to be thfus declared his 
fpoufe ! •' After this lie cdnfentcd to my requeft. * - 

Nothing was more eafy to me now than to praftife 
prayer. Hours paffed away like moments, while I 
could hardly do any thing elfe but pray. The fer- 
vency of Imy k)ve allowed me nq intermifflon. It was 
a prayer of rejoicing and of poffefflon ,• wherein the 
tafte of God was fo great, fo pure, unblencted and mri^ 
terruptcd, that it drew and abforbed the powers of tfte 
foul into a profound recolle6lion, without aft or dif- 
courfe/ For I bad now no f%ht but of Jesus Christ 

alone. 
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alone. All elfe was excluded, in order to love with 
the greater extent, without any Iclfifli motives or 
reafoQS for loving. 



CHAP. IX. 

SUCH was the prayer that was given me at once, 
which is far above extafies, ravifhments |^d vifions. 
All theie gifts are more fabjed to the illufion or tranf- 
formation of the adverfary. 

If is of fuch that St. Paul fpeaks, where he fays. 
That Satan transforms bimfelf into an angel of light. 2. 
Cor. II. 1 8. which is generally the cafe with fuch as 
are fond of vifions, and lay a ftrefs on them : becauib 
they are apt to convey a vanity to tht foul,, or at Icaft 
to hinder it from humbly attending on God only. 

CxTASiss arife from a fenfible relilh, and may be 
termed a fpiritual fenfuality, wherein the foul letting it- 
felf go too far, by reafon of the fwcetnefs it finds in 
them, falls imperceptibly into a ftate of decay. The 
crafty enemy prefents fuch forts of interior elevations 
and raptures,^ for baits to trepan the foul ; to render it 
fenfual, to fill it with vanity and felf love, to fix its eC- 
teem and attentipn on the gifts of God, and to hinder 
it ftt>m following Jesus Christ in the way of renun- 
ciation, and of death to all things but him only. 

And as to the diftinft interior words, or communi- 
cations, the enemy forms many of them : Or if they 
come from God, they don*t always fignify what they 
arc (too hailily) taken for by the creature ; he meaning 
things in his own ntanner, and we taking them in ours ; 
which deceives us, and caufes that many things, after 

the 
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the moft fanguinc expcftatioi3s„, raifcd on views iwxcly 
imaginaryt don't come to pals. 

But the immediate, Word of God never deceives. 
It is incapable of any error. It is Jesus Christ him- 
felf, the Word, which is never one moment mtrte or 
unfruitful ; it never ceafes in the center of the foul, 
when difpofed for the hearing of it. It is efficacious in 
that foul in whicli it is received, and in communicacing 
itfelf through thar to other fouls, to make them fruit- 
ful to eternal life -, Christ himfelf becoming the lifp 
of fuch f^ls. « 

The revelations of things to come are alfo very dan- 
gerous ; and the devil can counterfeit them, as he did 
formerly in the temples of the heathens, in which he 
uttered oracles. They too frequently give fali^ ^ 
furances and frivolous expedtations, take up the mimi 
with future things, hinder it from dying to itfelf,. wd 
to all things, in prder to follow Jesus Christ in his 
poverty, dripped of alL . 

Far diferent from this' is ^ie Revelation of J%sv% 
Christ, Gal. i. i6. mentioned by St. Paul.. X^M 
manifeiled to the foul when the eternal Word is coo^ 
municated to it. It makes us new^ creatures^ mated 
anew in Him. This revelation is always true^ and what 
the devil cannot counterfeit. From hence proceeds the 
only fafe extafy or ravilhment, which is operated onfy 
by naked faith, and by dying even to the gifts o? GoiJ, 
how fublimc and excellent foever they may appear^ bc- 
caufe as long as the foul continues refting in them, k 
does not fully renounce jtfelf, and fo never pafliing 
into God, lofes the real enjoyment of the Giver, which 
is indeed an ineftimable lofs. 

Lest I fhould let my. mind go after tfcefe gifts, and, 
deal myfelf from thy love» oh tny God, thou waft 
pkafed to fix me in a contlnvwl adherence to thy felf 
alone. Souls thus direfted get the fhorteft way. They 

are 
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^ju-e to expeA great fuficrings, efpecially if they ari 
mighty in faith, in mortification and deadncfs to sdl but 
God alone. A pure and difinterefted love, an intenfe- 
hcfs ^ of mind for the advancement of thy intereft, and 
of nothing elfe, thefe were the difpofitions thou then 
implanted in me, and even ^ fervent defirc of fufFer- 
ing for thee. The crofs which I had hitherto born only 
with refignation was now become my delight, and the 
fpecial oqeft of my rejoicing. 



CHAP. X, 



I Writ an account of my wonderful change, in point 
of happinefs, to that good father who had been 
made the inftrument of it. It filled him both with joy 
and afioniihment. Oh my God, what penances did 
the love of fuffcrings caufe me to utidergo ! I pra&if- 
ed all the aufterities I could imagine : But they were all 
too weak to fatisfy the defire I had for fufferinff. Tho* 
my body was very delicate, the inftruments of penancd 
tore it without. giving me pain enough, as I thought.* 

I dref. 

* Our bleiTed Saviour, fpeakiiig of fundry kinds of eunucbs» 
concludes this, ''And there be eunuchs which have made themfelves 
** eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's fake. He that is able to re- 
** ceive it let him receive it." Mat. xix. 12. M. Gnion here en- 
ters into a detail of the voluntary aufterities which (he inflided on 
her body» which ihew the ftrength of her zeal, according to the 
light in which fhe then faw things, both for the puniihment of iin$ 
committed in that body, and to prepare it for all manner of hard- 
fhips and fuSering fiie might meet with, in cwfejjing Christ ^f- 
fors fiien, from whom cruel perfecution was to be expected ; as the 
kingdom of Satan was fo extenfively prevalent. 

Every day for fome time ihe took long difciplines with fcour- 
ges ' pointed with iron ; fhe tore her fleih with brambles, thorns 
and nettles, which ihe kept about her, till her heart failed under 

their 
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I drefied griev^ovi^ ibres and wounds, and gav^ rtme.* 
dks to th4s fi^H' At nriy 6rft engaging in this fore of 
employ, my very heart would file within mef^ and ic 
was with the grcatcft difficulty 1 was able to bear it . 
Bm ai fi30tl as my a^erfton ceaied, and my heart could 
as well bear the moft ^ievous as the mod agreeable 
tliin^,'tbis engagefvieiit was retnoved from me, to 

M make 



thdtr fsiny'do^d her ileep waf t»ken awjqr hf i£ She Cfi\M n^t hear 
either to iit or lie down by reafon of the (harp ppints of iroa, whic)^ 
iluck in her fle(h. Very often fhe kept wormwood in her moutht 
and put coloquintida in her food ; tho' at the faoie time fhe eat Co 
little tha^ it was a wonder how Ihe lived. So fte. was almoft al« 
^ ivay$ frnkp or lanf aiAingy or rery feeble* When flie walked* Ihe 
put Hones m her £oe».' All that c6old allure th« tafte or flattet* the 
fenfes was refafed to thejn ; all that g.ave the greateft diflike or pain 
was given them. Her heart> which till then was fo nice and de^ 
licate, that whatever gave her the leaft difguft made it rife with 
Inetiedible cSbrtSy dard not teflify any refinance, virithottt f<$^in|; 
itfelf immediately eonftraiped to take what made it almofl readf tt 
burll ; and that fo much and fo long, tjU there rcmainfd in it uq 
more the leaff refiftancc. Her tafte, which till then could fcarce re» 
liAc any thing, was forced to take every thing without diftindion or 
choice. Tins (he continued as long as her heart refifted, which held 
a pnettr long riyne, as fl^ could not oiberwife furmotmt herielf in 
thefe things. Qfc^en when ijie thought to do tilings. Out W|| ftopp^ffl 
Ihort at once, and put upon fometning more ji&gres^le to "fieay 
till her fenfes were rendered fo fupple as to havd neither inclinati- 
on nor averfion. ' She adds «« F^or feveral years I praSifed thefe 
** firft aufterities : But six to thefe things, in.lefs tbai^ one yea# my 
«« fenfes were fubjeded* Nothing fo fopn fubdues thesis a| to re** 
" fafe them whatever they defirfe, and tp give them what, they dif* 
•* like. The reft does not make us dfe to our own wills {6 much s 
" And au^fitiesi how great foever they be, if they are riot ac* 
V com pauied with what I have |aft faid, always leave the fenfes in 
*< vigour, and never iheirtify them* But this^, joined with inward 
«* attention to God, entirely take? away their life." Hereby flie 
effectually conquered her delicacy, and thrb' rcfolution and ftekdinefs 
gradually brought hcrfelf to be naturalized to fach things as had be« 
fore appeared to her exceeding loathfome 5 which proved of fervice, 
as hereafter will sppear. 
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^ake way for others. : For I did nothing of myklf^ 
Jbut. left myfclf tp be wholly, governed by roy fovereign 
jdx all. things. ... 

♦ . • 

^ Wh£n that good father aflced me. how I loved Gqd^ 
j anfwered, *' Far niore than the moi!t pafiionate lover 
>^ his beloved v sind that even, this companion was imi- 
pr^per, fince the love of the creatures never can at- 
tain to this cither in ftrength or in depth/' This love 
of God occupied my heart fo conftantly and fo ftrong- 
iy, that I could think of nothing elfe, as indeed I judg- 
ed nothing clfe worthy of my thoughts. 

. THJE.good father above mentioned was an excellent 
preacher. He was . defired to preach in the parifh to 
which I belonged, called Magdalen^s. When I came, 
I was 16 ftrongly abforbed in God, that I could neither 
open my eyes, nor hear any thing that he faid. I found 
ihat thy word, oh my God, made its own impreflion 
on my heart, and there had its efFedt, without the me- 
diation of words, or any attention to them. And I have 
ibund it fo ever fince, tho' after a different manner, ac- 
cording to the different degrees and conditions I have 
paifed through. So deeply was I fettled in the inward 
•fpirit of prayer, that I could fcarce any more pronounce 
the vocal praiyers. 

This imnElerfion in God immerged all things. I 
could no more fee the faints, or cyen the BlefTed Vir- 
gin, out of God •, but I beheld them all in him. And 
[tho* 1 tenderly loved certain faints as * St, Peter, St- 
.•Paul, St. Mary Magdalen, St. Terisa, with all 
thofe who were fpiritual, yet I could not form to my- 
fclf images of them, nor invoke any of them out of 

;God. . 

• The three firft mentioned Saints are fcriptural. An accouot ^ 
of the fourth will be given in the appendix to this part. 

A few 
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Afew we^ks after J had deceived that interior wound 
of the heart, which had begiin my change, was held 
the feafl of Notre Dame^ (or the blefled virgin) in the 
Convent in which was that good father my director, 
i went in the mornfng to get the indulgences; and 
was much furprifed when I came there^ andX^^^ that 
I could not ftir about them ; tho* I ftaycd above five 
hours in the church. I was jienetrated with fo lively a 
dart of pure love, that I could not refolve to abridge by 
indulgences the pains due to noy fins. I faid to thee. 
Oh my love 1 I am willing to fufFer for thee. I find 
no other pleafure but in Tufiering' for thee. Indul- 
gences may be good for thofc who know not the va- 
*' lue offufierings, whochufe not that thy divine juf- 
** tice ihould be fatisfied ; who, having mercenary fouls^ 
** are not fo much afraid of difpleafing thee, as of 
*' the pains annexed to fin." Yet fcaririg I might be 
iniftaken, and commit a fault in not getting. the' induj- 
gcrices, for Ihad never heard of anv -one being in fucH 
a way before, I returned again to try- to get tfiem, but 
in vain ; fo not knowing what to do, I refi'gned myfelf 
herein tq our Lord -, and, when returned home, writ tp 
that good father an account of my difpofition and fent 
fiments, in fuch a manner, that, preaching that day, 
he made what I had writ a part of his fermon, therein 
recitine: it verbatim as I had writ it. 

s^ . . . \ 

I NOW quitted all companies, bad farewell for ever 
to* plays and diverfions, daiicing, unprofitable walks 
and parties of pleafure. For two years I had left oflf 
the curling of my hair, and yet I looked very well, and 
it was what my hulband liked. My only pleafure now 
was to ftcal fome moments of the day, to be alone with 
thee ; oh thou, who art my only love ! All other plear 
fure was a pain to me. I, loft not thy prefence, which 
was given me. by a continual infufion, not as I had irpa- 
gined, by the effort of the head, or force of thought \a 
meditating on God, but in the bottom pf the will, 
where I tafted with unutterable fweetnefs the enjoyment 
of the beloved objcfl:, yet not, as I came to do after- 

Ma. wards* 
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n^cds;, by^ zr eiTcntiftl imion, but bf a r^/ Wm^ i» tfe 
will, which brought me to difccm, in a happy expcii- 

ence, that the foul was created to cnjay its Gpp/ 

» 

This union is the mod pcrfe^ of all thofe which are 
operated in the powers.* Its effcft is much greater; 
for tbo* the unioins of the other powers enlighten the 
piind, and abfprb the memory \ yet, if they iwc not 
accompanied with that of the will, they arc of little tife, 
^ they produce pnly- transient effe^fis. The union of 
fhe will lu^ei^ts the foul to Gop^ conforms it to all his 
mind, cayles ft:lf-wil] gradually to die, andlaftly draw- 
ing with it the. other powers, by means of the charity 
yf'}X^ which it is filled, it oaufes them gradvially to be 
reunited in the centra, and to become VA therein, as to 
their own nature and operations 

This lofs is called the AHHtbihtim ef tb^p0wgrs^ M 
they are hereby annihilated, in regard to us, tho' in 
themfelves they ftill fubfifi*. It is in prOportioa as cha- 
rity lills and inilames, that it becomes fo ilrong, as by 
degrees to furmount all the activity of the will qf man, 
jn order to fubjeft it to that of Gop^ in foch fort that 
when the foul 4s docile, to leave itfelf to be purified, 
and emptied of all that which it has of it^ own, oppot- 
fite to the will of God, it finds itfetf by litrieand 
little detached from every motion of its own, and 
placed in a holy indifference for willing ; wifhing no* 
thing, but what God does ar>d wills. This never can 
be attained by the aftiyity of ouir will, even thtf' it 
were employt^d in continual devotions ; , becgufc thofet^ 
jtho* very virtux?us^ are fo fi»r felfilh aiSlioos, and caiiie 
the i?^ill ftill to fubfift in itfelf in a multiplioil^y^^in 
a, diflimi^lation, or refemblance, of that of Gotx 
But when the will of jhe creatupe tfeoroxighly fubmitj 

* The three powers of the ibul which ihe i^ei« meniiool fteip t» 
t>^ I ft The imagination here brought laft, incli;di;ig the inward 
openings above mentioned. • 2d The underftanciing. 3d the willi 
including the a&6liot)sa)id paffions* . . 
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to that of the Creator, kavbg itfelf ' to be twally d€* 
ftroyed by the operation of .charity y this confummatft^ 
it in that of God, purifying it, before it afts, from all 
rcftriftion, refemblance and felfiftinefs^ 

The cafe is the fame with the other two powers, 
whcretnto, by means of charity, the two other theo- 
logical virtues are Introduced, Faith fo ftrongly feizes 
on the underftanding^ as- to make it decline all rcafoii- 
ings, all particular bright!!>effes and illuft rations, Xv^e 
they dver fo foblime ; which faflktently demonftrites 
fcow far vifiens, revelations, e:jttafics, tie. tKfFer friim 
thi<i and hinder the foul from beiftg loft in God; tho* 
•by thtm it appears loft in him -for-fome fhort fcafons: 
mit it is not a true lofs ; flnce the foul which is entire- 
ly loft in God finds itfcif again no more. Faith th<;n 
makes the foul lofe every diftinft light ; in order Vo 
pla<r^ it in*ks owft pitre light. 

As we fee that theilirt with hts genetal light entirely 
towrs Of drowns aH the Kttfediftindk Hght^of the ftirs; 
which (in'its abfence) glow, and are brightly difcef- 
nibte s yet don't give us a light whereby we may fee 
tfeing^, as they are, in their proper forms and colotrr^ : 
So vifiortj ^and ertafies may b^ dtfcernibic by reafen 
of their lit-tle extent, (beirrg narrow and felftfti)- b^it 
don't Bx us in the truth ; they are t^ry liable to make 
OS teiftake by their uncertain gfimtnering. It is the fame 
eafe with ail the inward- openings whicn are not frdrn 
tlPU^ Faith. Thi^ faith fe the gift of the holy fpirir, 
niriiich, as it wife, undeeeiyes'thc fou! from the mifcon- 
ceptions occafioned by the others, and.dairkening all 
the felf-pleafHig lights, pitts it in the pure and faKtecJ 
Hght • of mith ; t hb is x\m alone which. \? ' fafc and fore. 
.This is that true tight t^ch fo jufHy and excelleht- 
ly enlighteneth every man * coming into the world of the 
* new life in God. This light gave my. heart to fee its 
fftinuteft fmilts, that nothing birt pure love mi^ht be 
th the eenter of the foul, a?coi:(iajg tp" Aefe words of 

St. JfOHfl 
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St; J<Jhn',' ** He tHat dwellctli m Tove dwelledi in GbD't 
*^ For Goirislovc/* i Jbhniv. 16, • 
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MY fenfeSj as I have hinted, were under a conti- 
nual mortification ; and. I was not to give thetB 
any refpitc : For, to make things entirely die, onf muft 
not gi'C them any relaxation, till their total de^tb be 
quite accompliflied... Some. content thenjfclves witk 
praflifing great aufterities, .and yet frequently -give fome 
relief to the fenfes, which they plead for, as innocent 
and neceOiry ; whereby they keep them alive • ftill. 
What deftroys them mod is to retufc them in general 
whatever pleafes^ and to give them whatever they dTiC* 
lik^f fp IcMJg as is npceffary to render them fupple with- 
put defire or avcrfion. Should we allow them for a 
time a little relaxation, it would be a^ if a perfon were 
leondemned to die with hunger, ^nd one fhould giv<f 
him now apd then a little food, wjider a pretext of 
^rength^ning him a little; fu<;h an-o^e wopld prolong 
hi$ lite and his punilhmenti. It is the fame cafe with 
pur fenfes and natural appetites, qur own fpirits and 
wills^ becaufe if we allow them pver fo little fubfiftence^ 
we keep .them up to the end in a dying life, which Itatc 
St. PAux. properly exprefies a bear:ing in the iody the dy^ 
ingafthe Lord Jesus \ i Cor. iv. ip. bpt afterwards to 
(hew that it was not to terminate here, he addsj ^^ are 
deady and our life is hid vfifh Christ in God: Col. iii^ 
3. And indeed we can never thus live in, Gqd, but by 
a total death/ Then old things arf pajl -y and all- things 
are became npv» 2. Cor. V. ly. 

He wh6. is dead after this fort has nofartl^er need of 
mortification : But a great fault is committed by fome 
perfons well inclined) who having attaintd the extinfti- 

9n 
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on oC fenfuality ; by this, continual <ieath without rcjaxa- 
tiohi take up their reft d^erc, all their lives, ; without 
leaving that labour,' through a pcrfed indifference, re- 
ceiving alike the good and the bad, thcv fwect and the 
bitter, in order ^Orenter uppn a orpre trfcfaHaboiir, 
yrhich is the mortification of felf-will^ beginning by 
the lofs o( tifir awn a^ivity^ which is never done 
without .profound prayer, no more than the death of 
the fejnfes will ever be entire without a deep recollec- 
tion^ <v inwardnefs, joined with mortification; ly- 
Qawfe, without tha?, the Ibul continuing always turned 
fin the, fide (tf the fenfes maintains them in their vi- 
gour j .whereas by thi$ inwardnefs it abides as it, were 
f^arat^d from them, and contributes this way, though 
indireftly, more to their death than all befide^ 



i. i. 



Thp more Thou augmented my love, and refignation, 
oh. n>y Gop,„ the more my croffes became great and 
continual ; but love rendered then^ light to mc. Oh 
poor fouls,, who confumc yourfclves with ehdlefs- 
troubles ; , if you fought God within yourfelves, ye 
would find him, and with him the end of your evils^ 
Tp n^c, as foon as one mortification ceafed to be any 
ipnger fuch, love put mc on another 5 for this love was 
fo.fvibtil and fo pure, that it made m^ difcover my very 
If aft faults : If J was going to fpcak, itihut my mouthi 
if.:l wais fjent, jt moved me to fpeak. New fauks now 
^pp^ared to me in all my a<flions, in my manner of 
aftipg, in my inortifications, my penances, my alms, 
my fqlitud^, in my very gaite and manner of walking. 
If I fpoke arty ihiog well qi myfeltV pride appearicd : 
If I feid, '' Well, , ril fpeak no more about myfelf, 
" ^ood or bad-," felf love was difcovcred, and the like. 
If I was too much recoUcfted and refcrved, or too 
6:ce and open, this. love, everftiewed the remains of 
impurity, even in fuch little things j and was perfedly 
careful to let nothing pafs. My attention was to God 
(;ontinually, for a pnore thorough difcovery ^qf, and 
adherence t0,hii5 will : And herein I was^ as it were, 
plunged iptQ ajiver.of peaccand <5f union with Goo.^ 

It 
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« 

It was a ^rcat concern to rhc when I wenr to confeftj 
for when I thought to examine myfclf, this piifc love , 
fcizcd me: with fuch a force, as took away, every 
thought of the kind. When 1 was obliged to prefenc ' 
myfelf before the prieft, G5d gave fnc immcdiateJy 
what I (bould fay ; which when 1 had done, I could 
not open my lips to fay a word more. In Arch a man* 
ner this divine love held me under its dcpcndct^t, 
and' that with fo much grace and fweernefs, tfcar I 
could not but adhere to it, and it alone. I fcirce 
heaird a word of what the prieft faid to me. I was 
with my divine Spoufe, my heart and attention fixed 
on him \ for before he had thus fmitten nr>e, I was 
often in an agony. for my faults. It was not in my 
power to give myfelf any otlier difpofition than that 
which he placed in me j not that he lays violence on 
our liberty : Oh, by no means ! But oecaufe he de- 
mands it of us, wich fo many attraAions, and makes 
us do things with fo much energy, love and fweetnefs, 
he inclines our hearts which way he will, and the heart 
follows him freely, and cannot but do it. The attrac- 
tion is as free as infallible. 

, And yet this Love never fuffered any fault to flip 
i^kh impunity. He punilhcs with rigour his dcareft 
and moft faithful lovers. All that I could fay liere- 
upon would be out of the reach of any to compre- 
hend, except fouls of experience. This chaftifement 
is like an interior inflammation coming from God, 
to purify the foul -, or like a diflocated bone, which 
gives eKtrerhe pain, till it be reinftated. 

. Hard it^is for the foul to bear this. Some, to ftiift 
it oiF, run to confefs. They multiply confeflions, 
without jufl: caufe ; arid fo fteal themfclves from the 
defigns of God. It is then of great confequence to 
know how to make ufe of this pain: And on this dc- 
pendsr almoft all the advancement or hindrance of 
fouls. One muft then, in this dark time, fe- 
cond the defigns of God, and bear this crucifying . 

pain. 
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pain in its full extent, as long as it (hall continue, 
without adding any thing thereto, or diminilhihg 
therefrom, bearing it palTively, and not going about 
to fatisfy God by ads of our own : And for this, one 
needs-a courage that is inconceivable. I heard from a 
Very great foul (who, notwithllanding, never arrived 
to be wholly in God in this life, for want of courage, 
to let herfelf be purified by this devouring fire of di- 
vine juftice) that (he never could bear this pain above 
half an hour, without going to feek eafe by confeffion. 
Thou, oh my God ! taught me otherwife j and not to 
.do penanc-e, or confefs, till thou was fatisfied thyfclf. 
I faw that if I had put my hand to thy work, under 
^pretext of bearing up the ark, I fhould have been 
punifhed as Uzzab was. 

While I am thus writing, I apprehend that this 
;fire of ftrift and righteous jufticip is the fame as that of 
purgatory ; for that is not an elementary fire, as fomc 
grofsly imagine. It is a fire fo penetrating, that it 
goes into the fabftance of the foul ; and is that alone 
which can radically purify : And as thefc fouls are di- 
vefted of the body, nothing caufes a diverfion of the 
pain, no means are left of ftarting off from it, no 
aniufements there to alleviate it. It confumes af- 
ter a terrible manner, in etery one, according to the 
different degrees of impurity : And it is that impurity 
which caufes both the violence and the long continu- 
ance of this fire of juftice. How true is that faying of 
the Apoftle, *' Our God is a confuming fire" ! 

It was in this purgation, both amorous and rigo- 
rous, that he purified me from every thing that was in 
me, contrary to his divine will. The pain of mind, 
caufed hereby, often took from me the power of eat- 
ing: I did violence to myfelf, to let nothing of it 
appear ; yet they obfcrved on my countenance a con- 
tinual occupation of God ; for as the attraftion was 
ftrongi it diffufcd itfelf over the very fenfes, in fuch 

N fort 
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fort as to bring with ic» and to g^re me a fweetads 
modefty, and majefty, which the people of the wof Id 
took notice of. 



A View of the Doctrins. of 

Purgatory, 

THIS, in its original uncdrruptcd bmiefly, aps- 
pears to be a doftrinc worthy of our de- 
liberate and impartial inipedion, that we may fteer 
in the' middle path>, clear of- both extretties, viz;, 
of thofe on the one hand, who, without examina- 
tion, entirely reje& it^ and of thofe on the other 
hand, who adopt it with all its crafty and baft 
perveriions. 

Many good perfons, among whom the famous Arch^ 
bUbop of Cambr^ was one. Lady Guiom anodier, 
firmly believed, or rather thought they had a fight, 
in their minds, given them by the fpirit of Christ, 

i» That Heaven admitted none but purified 
Spirits J 

. a. That very few in this life arrived at fuch a 
ftate of .purity, as to be fit for an immediate entrance; 
after death, into that kingdom \ 

3. That the ftate of the penitent thief on the croft, 
to whom it was faid, " To-day flialt thou be with me 
" in Paradife," was known to Chu ist, both what he 
had done, under what circumftances, and from what 
motives ; alio what he had inwardly, as well as out- 
wardly, undergone; and in what frame of mind; how 
thoroughly purified, preparatory ta fo immediate an 
admiflion into Beatitude. 

They 
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Tvnr faw fotec who paficd for pcifofts of eactradr- 
(iiiiary piety, iprfio hid denied themfelvcs in many, 
things for Christ's fake, yet ftill retaining, with theif 
love of God and goodnefs, a mixture of felf-lwe -, a 
dcfire to ingreafe in worldly riches, fo be efteemcd 
^moogft men ; to gratify or indulge fome of their na- 
tural inclinations and propenfities ; to plead for thtfti 
fs lawful and innocent $ to lean too much, either on 
one band, to an oftentatious profuBon of ill-diftin- 
guifbed generolity \ or on the other hand, to a frugal, 
if not penurious ooconomy, not enlarged in heart in 
trader fjrmpathy % not fo open and literal to relieve 
tfcc diftreiles of their fcUow-creaturcs in general, ^nd 
o£ liii&ring virtue in particular, as the temporal fa* 
tsours cotntoTcd, of which they were ftewards, had 
qualified them for ; little induced to feed the hungry, 
tnothe the naked, lodge the ftrangcrs, wafh the faints 
ftet, vifit the widows and fatherleis in their afflii<3ion \ 
nay even, when put upon it, doing things grudg* 
ingly, and with upbraidings to the poor, needy ^nd 
gffliaed, « 

• 'TheV eonfidercd the two great commandments, 
firft, ^0 love God ^itb tht whole he&rty and foul and 
firtngtb \ and next our neighhurs as ourfehesj en pbicb 
two bang all tbe law and the prophets ; the purity ex- 
tent and univerfality of this love ; and how %nt in- 
nate principle of fclf love ever tends to cool or teffen 
the love of Gon and oi^r neighbour % how artful to 
induce men to ftop (hort, and to reft in their prefent 
attainments, inftead of continuing dally to walk in the 
prefence of Gop, and to advance toward pcrfeftion i 
how fubtil and ingenious to affume fair glofleSj to put 
on artifices and difguifes, to prevent its being totally 
ftripped and crucified ; hence very few willing 'to fub- 
mit wholly to die to tliemfelves, and to be buried 
wkbCbriJi fy Baptifin into Death. Rom. vi. 4. To 
become of no reputation ; to f<>rfake all, and be fw^ 
faken fey ^Tl ; poflcBing fo little of the heavenly aieal 
©f *he antient 'martyrs, as not to be willing to be dif-. 
Jionoured ^nd dcfpifed by their former bofom friends, 

* ' foir 
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f6r hU Name's fake $ nor to watxdi diligently enotgh 
left fpiritual pride. in one (hapex»^ other an&^ in.cr- 
derto get it I'ubdued 4nd flain ; ■ CO live wholly and 
^ngly to Him wbd diidf^uu * 

Thev judged and concluded with the prc^het 
Habakkuk^ Hab. 1. 13. l\izt God is of purer Eyes than 
to behold ^vil^ und that he cannot took m inipdty. They 
then beheld felf-fceking of every kind to be an-evib; 
all felf- confidence ariiing from the opinion of having: a 
greater Und clearer light than others ( all felf^exab^-^ 
tidn in fuperior or natural abilities, in fpiritaal endow* 
ments, and even in religious labours, to be an iniquity 
in the fight of God ; and confcqucntly, that a purga- 
tion of the foul from this corrupt leaven, was neceflary 
here or hereafter. 

Hence thefe worthy perfons, fervants of the moft 
high, concluded, or rather thought themfeives aiTured 
of it^ that divine goodnefs had provided for his lovers 
and adorers (who were not yet pure and perfed enough 
for heaven) an intermediate place of purification 4ind 
refinement ; to purge away all the remains of corrupt 
nature, all felfifli regards, every imperfe&ion and im- 
purity, attended indeed with exquifite paips, arifing from 
the impediments (which had been chcrifhed through the 
transformation of the dpccivcr, when they Ihould have 
been given up) now appointed to be confumed in the 
fire ofhis righteous judgment : And all this in order that 
the foul, having its drofs thoroughly purged away, 
might be tendered like fine gold, retaining nothing elfe 
but the love of God, a goodnefs altogether perfeft with- 
out any alloy; th at alkhe varieties of fclfiflinatures, Mrhich 
are in any degree of obedience turned toward God, all 
thepiovis dilpofitions which are yet in any wife difcordant, 
or di{):ant fvQtn one another, ihou|d be fo moulded and 
formed as to be entirely rendered one with Goo and 
with each pther in him. The purgatorial fire,, they 
thought would give light to difcern even the nrirjuteft 
d^feds, the moft latent fins, ^rid a dcvcufing flanip to 
confuine them a^ utt^riy^ 

Nothing 
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NcTHmc lefs. than fiich a fttte as this they thought, 
would iadsfy the JS|(^ of infinite, purity and holineis^ 
and by far the befi: to be attained in this life» as beif^ 
the nobleft in itfclf, mbft acceptable to him, moft pro- 
fitable to men in letiing its light Jhifie before ibem^ to 
&ew them the way to the fame happy ftate. 



.^^H^y believed in the fufficicncy. of divine grace to 
bring to fuch^ a.ftate in^this life, it men would, as by 
i(, they, ace c^Ued^^ dp, ^efign themfelves wholly, wit^h 
aUtheirdefires, toGoi;^; in that they may re- 

a^ve frdcn hin^rfuchy^.a^^ ^ch only» as are purely right 
inlufr*£fl[ht» ^' . . .. 

-. Th^y therefore w^econcern^l to give the example 
of fingly puffuing- this point, an^ to exhort others. 
■tb«elo. They knew that iuch a (late could not be at-, 
taiped ^without coding them much both outwardly and. 
i^jirdly. They tlicrefore girt up the loins of their mindsy 
to make the purchaTe pn Hich terms as were requifice v 
and endeavoured, where they found any room, liberty 
on opennefe -for it, to lay before others the neceffityof 
a tinaely dedication, of every view and aaion to this mod: 
important objc£i.^ - - , 

BuT.dark^ fordid, mercenary priefts have bafely 
rad; vyickedly perverted thcfc fcntimcnts to a corrupt 
lucrative dodrine* 

• 

NoW this view of it, in its original ftate, is not 
merely fpecuiative, but defigned for the belt ufe and 
cadt viz> that alLmay be excited to lay afide every weighty 
in order to advance without delay, /'free from . every 
£log, or incumbrance) toward that ftate of perfeiflion 
aad.purity, which through Christ is attainable. in this 
life ;; to be timely fitted for, and condu<^d to the city 
"oftbt living God, the heavenly Jer^falem^ an imvimera^ 
ik company of Angels andfpirits of jt(/i men made perfeR^ 
40 GoT> the judge of atl^ and .Jzsvsjiie , mediator of the 
new covenant. Heb. xii. 23^ .23,. 24I '^* 

'^' CH'AP. 
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AFTER whttfbcwf manner ihjr hoibairtd and di*; 
ther- in-law tMated mc, I anfv<rcred onjf '1>y'fl- 
lence, which wai not difficult for irie; betaufe thd 
greatnds of my intertor occupation, land wtkat pM^ 
within, rendered me infenfiWe to mtl'die' reft i yet tticf* 
were times when I was left to myfeK^ And then! 
could not refrain frtwrv" tears, when they fell lliolenttf 
on me. I did the loweft of^c<»$ fortliefb, to humMi 
myfelf ( preirenting (uch u had be<n ufcd to do them : 
Yet all this did not win their favour. When the/ 
were in a rage, and T could not find that I had given 
them any occafion for it ; yet I tiid not foil to beg 
their pardon, as alfo from the girl I have fpoken on 
1 had a good deal of pain ^ furmount myifelf^ as t6^ 
the laft ; becaufe (be became the more infolenc for It ; 
reproaching me with things which ought to have mad*^ 
her blufh, and to have covered her with (hame. As fho 
faw that I no more refilhrd her, nor contradicted her \t\ 
any thing ; flie proceeded to treat me ftill worfe : And 
when I alked her pardon, for the very offences which 
fhe had given me, me triumphed, faying, ** I knew very 
**.well I was in the right.*' Her arrogance rofe to that 
height, that I would not have treated the ipeancft fcr- 
vant, or vaflal^ as ihe treated mc. 

Ojxz day, as Ihe was dreffing me, flie drew me very 
roughly, and fpoke to tm very infolentiy* I faid to 
her, *' It is not on my own account that I am willing 
" to anfwer you, for what you do to me gives me ho 
** pain, but left you fliould aft thus before perfons to 
*• whom it would give offence ! Moreover, as I am 
" your miftrcfs, God is affuredly offended rficrewitli.'* 
She left me that moment, and ran like a mad womarl 
to meet my huiband, telling him, " ftife would ftay 
^' no longer, I treatccltber fp ill, and that I hated her 

•« for 
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** fof the care ihe took of him in his indifpofitions^ 
*^ which were continual, wanting h#r not to do any fervice 
♦• for him." As my hulband was very hafly, he took 
fire at thefc words. -I finished the drefling of myielf 
alone, fince ihe had left me, and durft not call ano*- 
t^r girl ; for (he would not fuflSsr anocher girl to come 
near me. All on a fudden, I iaw my hufband coming 
like 9k lion. Whatever fury he had had at any time 
hefycn jftgamft* me, was oot equal to this. I thought 
He. WHS ^11% to ftrike me i I eKpe£ked the blow with 
tran<|^ihty. A» he eould not walk without a cr.utch» 
he lifted up at < rne that which b^ had. I thought he 
'WU going to knock medovtt'irith'it; and holding 
tl^fM cloftly united to Goo» . I beheld ic withom: 
j^aiDb HoKrever he not ftrike me, for he had prefence 
of miiid enough to fee w4iat ati indignity it would 
be^ but in his ri^ he threw it at me. It fell near 
me, but did not touch ttki a(ler which he difciprged 
likiifelf in fuch language, as if I had been a Q^tct 
begg9^9: ^r. the ipc^ infamous of all creatures. I kept 
a profound 01enee^ being recollected in GpDr to fuf^, 
fof: J>is love all thefe things. . The girl in the mean- 
time»<;omes in. At^he fight of her, his rage redou- 
bles,, i kept near to God, as a vidim difpofed t0 fuf^ 
fer what<evcr he would permit j when my h\ift)and or- 
dered me- to beg her pardon, wbieh I readily did^ ami 
thereby appealed him. I went prefently intamy dear 
clofet, where I no fooner was, than my divine Dircc- 
tor ordered me to go out and make tl^is girl a prefent, 
to recompenfe her for the crofs which fhe had caufed 
me, which I did. She was a little aftoniihed, but her 
heart was too hard to be gained. 

I OFTEN a£ted thus, when {h€ caufed me moft.p»n, 
which was very frequent, and almoft continual. She 
had a Angular dexterity in attending the fick, as my 
huiband was almoft always : from hence none but Ihe 
would be fuffered to touch him. iFor this reafon he 
had a very great regard for her. Moreover, ihe. was 
fo artful that before him ihe.aflfeftcdan extraordinary 

refpcd 
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xefpcft for me; .-but , wficn :Jic ^«ft npj6pr^ftfit^:1f»f 
faid a word to her; rtiicnigh' with, the -gfcaiertt f|jil.(inf ft^ 
if fhe heard him- CQoiing^-.fflc cried •Piit^Wth'ali^her 
might, thai file- was ^tanhappy.; an^ afted the diftrcift^ 
in fuch* a 'manner, ;tbav without •io£or-m1nghim(elf-pf 
the truth, he puchimfelf in a.paffion'agajnft mc, as 
did my mother- iti-iaw: too..- .:,..::.:,,- , -•" .- 



< * 



The violence i didrta (ny-provKlT^rfd hafty 4>atufe 
was fo great, that tcou I'd jioljd ftO.t oo- longefi 1 w.as 
.quite fpent with :it. - Iffcemcd -ftmirtimes as if my 
very entrails were teatinp:,' aiid oft^n Ijfell fick.' She 
did not forbear exclaiming agaitrfl- me, evea before 
perfons of diftinftion, ,who came to fqe me. If 1 was 
filcnt, Ihe took offence at: that yet more, and faid, " I 
** dcfpifed her." She cry'd me down,' and mftde cotp- 
plaints of me to every body : But- all thi^ redoUrvded 
to my honour and her own difgrace : My reputation 
was fo well cftabliflied, on account of my exterior 
modefty, my devotion, and the great ads of charity 
which I did, that nothing could ihake it. 

• 

Sometimes Ihe ran out into the ftrcet, crying out 
^gainft me^ Onp time fhe exclaimed, " Am qot I 
" very unhappy to have fuch a miftrefs?" People 
gathered about her to know what I had done to her % 
and not knowing what to fay, G\e anfwered, " I had 
*' not fpoken to her* all the day.". They returned, 
laughing, and faid, '^ She has done you no great 
" harm then. 

I AM furprized at ^he blindnefs of confeffors, and 
at the little truth of the accufations of themfelves 
which fome of their penitents make ; for the confef- 
for of this girl made her pafs for a faint. This he 
faid in my hearing. I anfwered nothing ; for Love 
would not admit my fpeaking of my troubles ; but 
that I (hould confecrate them all to him by a profound 
filencc. 

My 
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, My hufbaiid was out of. hufnou;" with my devotion, 
thinking, that by loving Gob. To much, I fhould love 
hjij^ the lefs; Jo little did he comprehend' that the 
trubfCoajugal love i3 that which God hinlfelf forms 
ia the heart that love^ him* Oh, thou who arr pure 
and holy, tliou imprinteJ in me from-the firft fuch a 
love for chaftity, that there was nothing in the world 
which I would riot have uhdergqnc to poficfs and pre- 
fcryc it. I endeavoured not to be difagrecable to my 
hufband in any thing, and topleafei him in every thing 
h.e could require of me. God gave nte fuch a |)urity 
of foul at that time, that 1 had not fo much as 
a bad thought.' Sometimes my hufband faid to me, 
*f One fees well that you doii't lofc the pfefence 
of God.'*.; 



r * 



The world, leefng I quitted it, ^ periecutcd and 
turned me into ridicule. I was its entertainment, and 
the fubjeft'of its fables. It could not bear that a 
wom^n, who was fcarcc twenty years of age,' ihould 
make fo ftrong a war againflr it. I was as one loft, 
and ail alone : So little commerce had I with the crea- 
tures, farther than neceflity required. I feemed to ex- 
, perience literally thofe words* of St. Paul, ** I live, 
'* yet no more I, but Christ liveth in me $" for he 
was become the foul of my foul, and the life of my ' 
life. His operations were fo powerful, fo fwecr, and 
lb fecret, all together,- that I coiildnot exprefe them* 
We went into the country about fome bufinefs; I hid 
myfelf in a corner of the river that was dry. Who 
could tell what thou, oh my God, wrought in 
my foul at that time? Thou alone who "didft it 
knew it. .. . . - 



I AROSE at four o* clock in the morning to pray. I 
weht yery far to the church, which was fo fitu^tcd 
that the coach could not come to it. There was a 
fteep hill to go down, and another to go up. - All that 
coft me nothing: Iliad fuch a longing defire to meet 

O • with 
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wkhGoP, 9$ my only go6dt who on lib part was gra* 
ciouflv forwitrd to give himfclf to his poor creature^ 
and for it to do even vifibk mijfacles. Such as faw \ 

m^ Ijead a l^e fo dtSfetent from the women of the | 

worWi faid 1 was a fool. They attributed it to ftu«- 
pidity. Sointtime& they flid, ^^ What can iall this . 
*^ mean ? Some peopji^ th«^ tbit lady has pares, but 
** nothing of tbetn appears*** For if I went inc^> 
cmipaiijrf often I couild not fpfeak $ To nuKh was I en- 
gag^ within^ fo ihvl^ard widi the Lord, as not to at- 
tend fioahy «hii^ die: If any near me fpoke> I heard 
notbtfls of what they fakl. I generally took one with 
me that it mi^t not appear; I took fom^ work to 
hide, unds^' tte ip^alance of emi^y^ the realem^ ^ 

ploy which pajScd within. When I was alone^ the 
work dropped out of vny hands ; and I could do no^ 
thing elfe but r^gh myfelf to be wholly taken up 
with love* I wanted toperfuatfe a relation of my 
hufband's to praftile prayer. She thought me a fbol^ 
for depriving myfelf of all the diverfions of the age: 
But the Lord has fince opened her eyes» to make her 
defpfe them. L <tould hare wilhed to teach all the 
world to love Goo; and thought it depended only 
on tiiemto feel what 1 felt. Ooo made uie of tha^ 
m gam himfelf ntiany fods. 

. T^ igood fkher I halve fpoken of, who was the 
inflrument of my tonverfioi^ brought ine acquainted 
with Genevieve GnAitoxn, Priordfe,' of the Bene- 
di£fct6cs^ ohe of the gnsateft fdrvants of God of her ' 

time. She prjorved of v&tf great fervicc to me, as: in 
t3he fennel wall appear. My tonfcfibr, who bad told 
every one that I was a faint before, when fo fiill of 
mifcries, and fo far from the condition to which God 
in his mercy had now broiagHt ihe, feeing that I placed 
a confidence in the Father of iwhom I have fpoken^ 
and that I ftecrcd in a road wbich was unknown to 
him. declared openly againft me: And the monks 
of his or4tr porfecutcd tne iriuch. • They evi^ 

^ preached 
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presLchtd puhlickly agaioft me^ as a perfon under a 
ideluiaon. 

^ My huiband and inoij>er4n*law, who till now had 
been indiffeisent about this codfoflhr, then joined him 
and ordered me to leave off pniyer and the excrcife of 
piety ; but that I could not da £v^ When I waf 
in company, Goo fcized my heart mo^ pov«rfvilly. 
Tliere was carried on «^ cQOver&tion widiifi n^e, very 
diiffiarent from that which pa{&d without* 1 did what 
i coukl to hindear it from atppearing, but couid not. 
The preienoe of fo great a M^^t mamifeftcad it&lf, 
even an my aountcnanee : And that pained ttiy iiuf*^ 
bandy as he ibmrtimcs told me. 1 did what i could 
to hinden it from appearing) but was not abk comr 
fdeatly :to do it. I waa fo much inwardly oecupied 
that 1 knew not what I eat. I made, as if I oat fome 
kinds of meat, daough I did nottakc ^ny, and afted 
fy dcxtrouOy that ihjcy did noc pcreeiKC it. This deep 
inward atcention did not kt me either fee or hear 
any thiAg* 

I anoxic aimofi: ev^ry da;^ the di&iplinc, aftd wore 
itx iron girxik witjiusu^t its diminifhing the firefli- 
nefs of my couoten;uKe* I had often gdeyous p»hb- 
dies, and no confolation in life, but in the pra&ice of 
fnrnyer, cttd in feeing Mother Gravx^er. But how 
dear chefe rofl; n)e, erpeciaUy the fonmcx^ I may fay 
that prayer to sk was nscompenied mib ibe ctq/s^ ^rk 
the ciK>6 mtb pra(f$r» Oh inlepar^e giitS) united in 
my heart and life ! When your eternal light has rifcn 
ui my foql, bow ^enfeAiy has it neconciled me, and 
made you the obje& of oiy Im^ ! My con&flbr at $rft 
Awrted his efiorts to hinder me ifrom pimdtifing sprayer, 
^od ftom feeing Mother GjaA^bEA. 

Ai«D» as he fidsred up. my hiifi>and aqd moe 
tfarrki-law to hinder me from <pcayer': T^e me- 
liiod ihey took to efie& it was tx> w^toh me 
^rom morning till night. I durll not go from my 

2 mo- 
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mother-in-law's chamber, or my hulband's l>ed-fidc. 
Sometimes I carried my work to the window, under a 
pretence of feeing better, in order tq relieve myfclf 
with . fome moments rcpofe; but they, came to watch 
me very clofirly, tQ fee. if I did not pray inftead of 
working. When niy hn(band and mother-in-law 
played at Cards, if I did biit turn toward the fire, 
they watched, to fee if I wrought, and if I did not 
ftiut my eyes 5 if they obfervcd I did, they would bd 
in a fury :,againft me for- feveral hours: Bnt what.is 
moft ftrange, wjien my hufband went abroad, having 
fome days of health, he would not allow me to pray 
in his abience. He mariced my work, <^nd fometimes, 
ftfcct he was juft gorie out, returning immiediateiy, if 
he found' me in my clofet, he would be in a rage. • I 
laid to him, ^^ But, Sir, what matters it what I do 
when you aiee abient, if I be afiiduous in attending 
you when you areprefent?" That would- not fa- 
tisfy him ; he infilled upon it that I ihould no more 
pray in his abfence than his prefence. I believe there 
is hardly a torment equal to that of being ardently 
drawn to retirement, and. not having it in one's power 
to be retired : But, oh my God, the war they raifed, 
to hinder me from loving thee, did but augment my 
love ; and while they were Arriving ta prevent my ad- 
dreflfes to thee, thou , drew me into an incxpreflible . 
filence^ and the more they laboured to feparate me 
from thee, the more clpfely didfl: thou unite me to 
thyfelf : The flame of thy love was kindled, and kept 
up» by every thing th^t was done to extinguifh it^ 
, . . ". . . ■ . . • ' ' 

I OFTBK out of condefcenfion played at piquet with 
my hu(band; and at fuch times was even more inte* 
riorly attrafted than if I bad been at church. I was 
fcarce able to (Contain the fire which burned in my foul, 
which had all the fervor of what men call love, but 
nothing of its impetuofityv for the radre ardent, the 
more peaceable it was. This fire arofe from every 
thing that was done to fupprefs it: And the fpirit of 

. prayer 
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prayer ^i^s nourifticd and incrcafed from th^ir con- 
trivances, and endeavours, to difallow nae any rime for 
prafliifing it/ I leaved, without motive, or reafon for 
loving; for nothing" paffed in my head, but much in 
thetinnermoft of my ibtil. 1 thought -not about any 
recompence, gift,' of favour, or any- thing which re- 
gards the lover. The Well-belov^ed was the only ob- 
j€ft, which attracted my -heart wholly to himfelf. I 
could not contettiplSt^-his attributes. I knew nothing 
.elfe, but td l»ve and t6 fuffer. • Oh, ignorance more 
trUely learned th&rt anfy fcience of tlie t)d(ftors, finee-it 
foweli taught fiie jEsu^CHki^T crucified, and brought 
me to be in Wvewithhis holyCrofs. In its begin- 
nings E was atti^afted with fo m\ich -force, -that it 
feemed-as if my hdad ^was going- <o -depart from itjf 
place;, to joih my liedft.- I -found that infcnfib^y my 
body bent, in ffate of me. ' I did Jiotthen compre- 
hend, from whence it came; but have, learned fince; 
that as all paffed in the will, which Js the' fovereign 
of the powers, /^iizf* -srttra^tcd the othci s afiei ii, »*ni 
re-united them in Goo their divine centre, and fove- 
reign happineft : Afld as thefc powei?* were then un^ 
accuftomed to be iinited,' it required th6 more violence 
to' etfeft that union : Wherefore it was the more 
f)erceived. • * Afterwards, it-becartjefo ftrgnglyjiy^itflfi 
as to fom.to»be qij^te natural. This.wfts* ^ iHon^j 
itbat, I could have. w(hed to ^ie, in prdejc to k^isi^* 
patably united^ without. any. interftice,- tp him..^ft fo 
|K>werfuUy attrafted my -heart, ^ As all paff$d ii\ cte? 
wil{^ the ^^imagination and the underthncji^g' beitig:ftl>! 
forbijd in it, in an unbn of enjoyment, I.koew.noc 
what, to fay, having never read or h^ard pf fpch ^ ^ftjitii^ 
BA'l experienced; for befc^e. this I had known npfjiW 
of the operations of Gpo in fouk. I .hjid pnly feaa 
Phijx)>th£a (wriuen by St. Franjcis pf Sa^es) wjjth the 
imitation of Jesus Christ (by -Thomas /^Kbmpis) and 
the hioly Scriptures; .alfo th€i fpirimql^ cpm^t^t^, v^hich 
mentic^ns nothii^ pf t}i?fe. thiogSt . ^ v . : . ; . 

Thek 
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Then all the pleafurc^ th^jc people are fo eictremely 
fond of appeared to me fo infipid, that I wpjidei^ed 
how I could ever anp^fe, myfelf with them. I faid» 
If God brought the moft fenfual perfons «q feel wha% 
I feel, they would fopn quit tjieir Ulk pleafures, to 
enjoy 6) fubftantial a good. I wondered not that the 
Martyrs gave their lives for Jf sys Chri$t. I thought 
them hapipyt and wiihed to have the like ogcaCon of 
fuffering tor him myfelf. The peculiar propenty of 
this prayer of the heart is to give a ftrong faith* 
Mine was without limits, as was alib my re&gma- 
tion to Gop, and my confidence in lum, iny 
iQve of his will, and of the orders^ (^ his provjf- 
4ence over me. 1 wfis very timorous before, but now 
fbar<f;d nothii^ It is in fuch a cafe tl^t one feeJa the 
eflicacy of thefe words of the.gofpel. My yoke is Afl^, 
" and my burden is light." M*tt. m* 3P. 



; 
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IH A D a fecret defirc given me from that tkne t* 
be wholly devoted to the diipofal of my <Sot>, lei! 
it be what it would. I faid, ^ What couldft thots 
*^ demand of me, that I would not witlingly facnfice 
^ or offer thee ? Oh, fparc me not.*' I could ftarce 
hear fpeak of God, or our Lord jESfrs, ChrisTj 
without being alnnoft raviflied out of myfeli^. What 
furprited me the moft was the great difficulty I had to 
£ty the vocal prayers I bad been ufed to faf . As foon 
as I opened my lips to pronounce them, the love of 
G6d Seized me fo itrongly, that I was fwallowed up 
in a profound fiknce, and a peace not to be exprefied; 
I made frefli effiiys, but ftill in vain. I began^ but 
could not go on. And as I had «ever before ^heaid 
of fuch a ftate, I knew not what to do. My inability 

therein 
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therein ftill increafed, becaufe my love to God was 
ftill growing more ftrong, more violent, and more 
over-powering. There was made in me, without 
the found of wordsy a continual prayer, which feemed 
to me CO be the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ 
htrnfelf ; a prayer of the Word, *fhich is made by 
the Spirit, which, according to St. Paul, a/keth for 
us tb&t ^Mch is good, perfoSj and conformabk to the 
WillofGo\>. Rom. viii. 26. 27. 

Aftsr iome tinvc I was proved with drynefs and 
pain of mind ; and finding no more of that enlivening 
vigour that carried me on to do good with great 
fweetncfs, my pailions {which were not yet thoroughly 
mortified) revived, and caufed me new conflidts. T 
feemed to jmyfelf to be like thofe young brides, whd 
have a great deal of difficulty to lay afidc their filf-hve^ 
and follow their hufbands to the war. I relapfed into 
a vain complacency and fondnefs for myfelf. That 
propenfity to pride and vanity, which feerft^dnqtritc 
dead, while I was fo filled with the love of God, now 
jihewed itfelf alive, and attacked me again*, which 
made toe lament the exterior beauty erf my perfoa, 
and pray to God incellantly, that he would remove 
Irom me that ol^acle, and make me ugly* ^ I ^ulil 
JMUire wilhed to be deaf, bUnd and dumb, that nothing 

might divert me from my love of God. 

.1 *■• * 

J SET off on a journey, in which I appeared morie 
tjba^ ever like thofe kitips, whtch emit a new fla(h of 
brightnelk, when they are juft on the pojut of going 
out, Alas 1 how many fiiares were kid in my way ? 
I i^^t them at ever)* ftep. I ft:ll mo tiifid<^lities. Bu^ 
oh myGoO) wich what ngoiu* didftthoit punifli diem ! 
How many tears did thofe inadverti^nt faults coft mt 
which I fell into, through a weak compliance, and even 
agaanft my wSI ! Thou kftoweft, ofa my Love, that 
thy rigour, exerciied after my flips, was not the motive 
of thofe tears. With what pleafu^re Would 1 have fuf- 
feped ftill worfe, not to be unfaithftil ; and to what 

fevere 



fcvere chaftifement'dM I nor co^emtt'myll?!^ Sorte^ 
times tholi treated tntf like afathet^ who pities t?fe chlM, 
ind darefles it afteir its involuntary faults. 'How often 
didft thou make me' fetifible that thou Ibv^d m^/riot- 
'withftanding my blemifhes hefeby-contrafted^ ' ,It *\Vas 
tfic fweetnfefs of this love after rtiy' fall, which (hauled 
"rriy greateft pain-,- for the more thow appeared'ami'Ale 
'and gobd to me, tlie more incdnfolable I was fbr depaft-; 
ing ever fo little frt)m there. When 1 hadlcVforrie 
negleft efcape me, I found thee ready to receive me : 
'And I faid to thee, ** oh my 'Gbo ! is it poflible' thar 
*• thou canft be fo gracious to an offender, and fo in- 
dulgent to my faults ; fo prophious to me who gran- 
der aftra'y'from thee, 'through bafe compliances, and' 
an unworthy fondnefs for frivolous objedls ? yet no* 
■**'f6orier do I retlim to thee, thanJ find thee waking 
>* for fuch return, with open arms' ready to r^cejive 






♦* me." 



O finner; finner ! Haft thou any reafon to com^ 
plain of God ? Ah if there yet remains any jufticc in 
thee,' Gonfefs the truth, and that it is ot^ing to -thyfelf 
that thou goeft wrong •, that in departing from hiiii 
thou difobeyeft his call'; and that, after all this, wHen 
thou returneft, he is ready to receive thee ; and if thou 
rtftumeft not, he makes ufe of 4:he rrioft engaging and 
prevalent motives to win thee thereto : All this on his 
part i now furvey how it is on thy part. Thou'turneft 
a deaf ear to his voice 5; thou: wilt nor^hear him. Thou 
fayeft, he fpeaks not to thee, thoiigh he calls loudly. 
It is therefore only becaufc thou daily rebelleft, and art 
girowing daily m6fe and more deaf to the voice of the 
charmer. Oh my iove, I am fure thou didft not ce^fe 
to fpeak to my heart, and waft ever ready to^ fuccour 
itiein thetimeof neceffityw • 

When I Was at Paris,' and the confeffor's faw me fo 
ybung, they appeared aftoniftied. After I had confefTcd, . 
they told me, •^ that I could never enough thank Gop * 
^* for the graces conferred 6n me 5 that if I knew them 

I Ihould 
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^* I fhould be amazed at them ; and that if I were not 
^^ faichfgjy I fhoUld be the mod ungrateful of all crea-^ 
" turcs." Some declared that they never knew any 
wonmn whom God held fo clofely^ and in fo great a 
purity of C9nfcience. What rendered it fo was 
the icontinual care thou hadft over me^ oh my Qod^ 
making me feel thy intimate prefence, even as thou 
haft promifed it to u$ in thy gofpeL *^ If a man love 
*' me, we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him,** John xiv. 23. The continual experience of thy 
prefence in me was what preferved me. I became 
deeply a0lired of what thy prophet had faid. Except 
the Lord keep the cityj the waichman waketb but in vmtu^ 
Pfa. cxxvii, x . Thou, oh my Love, waft my faithful 
keeper, who didft continually defend my heart againft 
all forts of enemies, preventing the leaft faults, or cor- 
refting them when vivacity had occafioned their being 
dommitced. But alas! my dear Love, when thou 
ceafed to watch, or left me. to myfelf, how weak was 
I, and how eafily did my enemies prevail over me ! 
Let others afcribe their vidtories to their own fidelity. 
As for me, I fliall never attribute them to any thing clfe 
than thy paternal care over me. I have too often ex- 
perienced, to my coft, what 1 fhould be without thee, 
to prefume in the leaft on any cares of my own. It is 
to thee, and to thee oi^ly, that I owe every thing, oh 
my deliverer ; and it is an infinite joy to me that I am 
indebted to thee for it. 

While I was at Paris^ I relaxed in my ufual exer- 
cifes, on account of the little time I had, and the pain 
and drynefs which had feized my heart, the hand which 
fuftained me being hid, and my Beloved withdrawn. 
I did many things which I ihould not •, for I knew the 
extreme fondnefs which fome had for me, and fuffered 
them to pleafe me with it, though I was not alone. I 
fell into .other faults too, a^ having my neck a little 
uncovered, though not near lb much as others had. I 
wept bitterly becaufe I plainly faw I was too remifs ; 
and ;h^t was my torment. I fought all about for him 
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xvho had fecxetly inflamed niy heart* I enquired fc^ 
tidings of him. But alas ! hardly any body knew bitxt/ 
I faid to him, " jQh then bdl beloved df my foul,' 
^^ hadft thou been ntiv iiie, tUefe difailers hid not bev 
^ fallen me. Tell me where thon feedefti jwhcre diou 
makeft thy flock to reft It ric3ibn in the Bright d^ f«f 
eterniryi which is not, like the day of time; fut^eft 
? to night and ecHpfes ?**^ When I fey, I iaid this la 
faim, I mud explain myfelf. In reality it all pafled 
almoft in filence, and I could not fpeak. M; heart bad 
a language which was carried on without the found* of 
^ords, underftood df its well-beloved, as he under- 
ftands the latlgu^e of the word ever elbquent, which 
fpeaks inceflantly in the innermoft of the foul. Oh lan- 
guage which experience only ^vcs the comprehenfioa 
of ! Let not any think it a . barren language, an effbdi;, 
of the imagination. Far different from that is the fi- 
lent language of the word in tKe foul. As he nevet 
ceafes to fpeak, fo he never ceafes to operate. Dmf 
is faStafunt. He cflTefts in the foul what he fpeaks 
in it. This is a fubftantial exprcflive word, which ope- 
rates infinitely more than all that one can (X)nceivc : ft 
continues for ever fixed ahd unchangeable, a word 
which is comprehended of him, in whom it \% fpokcK^ 
only by its effeds. This inefiable word communicates 
10 th^ foul, \ti which it refides, a facility of fpeaking 
without words *, the. language of the word in thie foul, 
and of the foul by the word wonderfully eorrefpbnd- 
ing ; the language of the bleflcd in heaven ; well un- 
dcrftood among cohgtniaHpirits, even without the me- 
diiiQi of words, dififufing among thtih the union 
0f grace, peace, and fweetriefs ; and pfodufti\^e of 
fuch behefitis as nothii^ but experience can declare. 
Oh if fouls were pure enough, they would thus par- 
ticipate before hand the lah^age of heaven. 
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- But tlusno':creaturccafi protiufc of itfelf *, for. its 
filenct, beifi^ only ffdm m oWh efibrb, wbuld not hav« 
the effe6t of the gratfe ^fhich I am fpeakJihg ©f, ittft 
having the - fame principle. If peoplft onfce caflfe * t* 

^. know 
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kiK)w the operations of God, in fouls refigncd to his 

guidance, it would fill them wi^h reverent admiration. 

To return to my fubjeft, from which I have depart- 
ed, to follow the impetuofity of thefpirit which makes 
me write,, which will be lijcely to happen to me fome- 
times; (wherefore, fir^ I beg you to excufe the littk re- 
gularity of this hiftory which you have required of me, 
not being in a condition to write other wife.) 

As I faw that the purity of my ftate was like to be ful- 
lied by too great a commerce with the creatures, I made 
hafte to finifli what detained me at Paris^ in order to 
get. back into the country. The pain which I felt, 
after niy faults, was inexpreflible. It was like a de- 
vouring fire, which ceafed not till the foul was puri- 
fied, and the tranfgreflion confumed by it. It was a 
banifhment of my foiil from the prefence of its beloVed, 
its bridegroom. I could have no accefs to him, and 
becaufe I could have no reft out of him, I knew not 
what to do. I was like the dove out of the ar:k, which 
finding no reft for the fole of her foot, was conftraincJd 
to return to ' the ark ; but, finding the window fhut, 
could only fly about it, without entering into it. In 
the mean time, through an infidelity which will forever 
render me culpable, I fometimes ftrove to find fome 
fatisfaclions.witbcHU, but could not. Thiis effay ferved 
to convince me of my folly, and of the vanity of thofe 
pleaifures which are called innocent. When I was pre- 
vailed on' to tafte them, I felta.ftrongi:epuIfe, which, 
joined Vith my remorfe for the tranfgreflion, changed 
my diveiffion into torment. I faid, ** Oh my God! 

This is Yione of thee ; and nothing elfe, befide thee, 

can give folid pleafufe." 






On^e day, as much thro* unfaithfulnefs as complai- 
fance, I went on a jaunt to the courfe, • rather thro* 

► ' 

* Ju Coursj to the courfe, a place whither perfons of qaality 
tefert to take the air in their coaches, as they do here at Hyde-Par^, 
in fomoB^. I note thif , becaufe in iome uanflated Extrads it is 
rendered i9 thi court. 
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cxceft of vinlty to flicw myfclf there, than to take the 
pleafurc of the walk. Oh my God ! ^How dMft. ,tbou 
make me fenfible of this fault? Some, coaches were un- 
tied and offered to us : 'But far from punifbing me in 
letting me go to the pleafurc, thou didll: ic in holding 
me fo clofe to thyfelf, that I could give no attention 
to any thing but my fault and thy difplcafure. After 
thrs 1 was regaled at an entertmmxicnt at St. Cloudy to 
which fome other ladies V^^^ ii^^it^ii* It was vciy 
magnificent. They, though wife in the eye of :tbe 
world, could relilh it ; but to mc it y^sts filled with t>it- 
tcrnels. I could eat nothing. What tears did it'coft 
me ! For above three months my Beloved withdrew 
his f^vourine prefcncc^ and 1 could fee nothing but an 
angry God for me, 

I WAS on this occafion, and in another journey which 
I took with my hufband into Tourfline^ before 1 fell 
into the fmall pox, like thofe animals deftined for flaugh- 
ter, which on certain days th^y adorn with greeny and 
flowers, and bring in pomp into the city, before they 
kill them-, this weak beauty, now in its decline, caft 
forth new flames^ in wdcr to becotne the fooner ex- 
tinft. ' 

She concludes this chapter with a little narratiiw^ of a fingTr]ar 
inark of the fpecial care of Gop over her. As ibe.was goings to 
charch on foot followed by her footman, . Ale was tatt on a bfijage 
by one in the appearance of apoor man, to whom fte was going to 
hand her alms. He refofed, and fpoketo her in a wonderful Plan- 
ner, iir/l of God and of divine things ; then to her own ftate> as 
if he knew it. He told her of her love and charity^ but too gieat 
fondnefs of her own beanty, to which her heart was obliged to af- 
fent. At laft he told her, that God required of her not to content 
herfelf with labouring as others did, to fecure her falvatSon, 'only 
by avoiding the pains of hell ; but to arrive at fuch p^rfedion and 
purity in this life, as to efcape thofe of purgatory. S^ afked him 
who he was. He replied, ^' he had formerly been a beggar ; but 
** now was fuch no more.** A little after, flie looked on all fides 
for him, but faw him not. Nor did fkt ever foe him eitlter before 
orfincc. 
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C HA P. XIV. 

F T E R this my hufbafid, cAjoying fbme ititcr- 
thifiioii of fcis abnoft contirtual aibnents, had a 
mind to go to Means^ and from thence into T^raine. 
In this journey my vdhity made its laft blaze. I receiv- 
ed abundance cif vifits and applaufes. But how clearly 
<did I perceive the folly of men who doat on a vain .beau- 
ty ! I difliked the paffion, yet not that in myfelf which 
eaufed iti'tho* I fometimes ardently defircd to be deli- 
vered from it.. The continual combat of nature and 
^race coftme no fmall affliftion. Nature was plcafed 
with p\iblic applaufe; but grace made me dread it. 
What augmented the harm was, that they cfteemed in 
•hie virtue joined v^kti youth and beauty -, not knowing 
•that all the virtue was only in thee, oh my G6d, and 
in thy-pffete£H6n> and all theweaknefs in ntyfelf. 

J WENT in fcarch ofconfcflbrs, to accufe myfelf t>f 
my fellings, and to bewail my backflidings : But they 
weire utterly infenfible of my pain. They efteemed 
O God, what thbii condemned. They treated as. a 
Virtue what to me appeared deteftabie in thy fight. 
Par from meafuring my faults by thy graces, they oftly 
confidered what I was, in comparifon' of what I might 
havd been i Hence, inftead or blaming me, they only 
flattered my pride, and juftified me in what incurred 
thy rebuke ; or only treated as a flight fault what in 
«e was highly difplcafing to thed, from whom I had 
received fuch fignal mercies. 

The heinoufnefe of fins is not to be meafured fingly 
by their nature, but alfo by the ftate of the perfon who 
commits them ; as the leaft unfaithfulnefs in a I'poufe 
is more aSe&ing to her hufband, than far greater ones 



iahis dortiefticks. I told tiiei»-aH<-ch& trouble. Xbad 
been under, for net hiiviflsg cntirfsjy fwcred myj^gglFi 
the' it was covered much mare thaa by cdier worp^a 
of my age. They aflured me that i wa^ very modc^ly. 
drefled ; and asvmy imfband Uked it thoce could be no* 
thing amifs in it. My invrard dire^or told me ouite 
die Contrary; but I bad not cf(uri^^ ci^ougb to i^llow 
J^m, and to drefs myfelf after la ^p^lj^cs'.fiMH atmy 
age. Befide, my i/^uitty fivnilhed if^ »^a ^retcncea^ 
feemingly juft» for followii^ t^ .^CKie« Oh if coi^fc^- 
ibrs kxitw what hurt tii^y dpt in J)uniouiing.fea^4^ Viji* 
ntty^ they would be fnareO^veice agsMpft it. Had { ^Ht 
found me of them Jifweftenpi^h t9 deal plaioly with 
me^ 1 fhould not have gone w thus ^ i)o not for a nn^o- 

inem. B«it my vai»tty» fidiogiwitb my (QQfeirors.4a4 
my waiting-maids, indiK;ed me to.thiak them in the 
right, and my own fcrvplei to be oni^ywmiere fancy. 

Thsrs befell w in tbisjoumty fon^ ^cidents $f^ 
dangeO) which would have fri^teoed ^y body bu^t 
myfelf ; it was not in my pow^r tp fear fuch a$ ^ppe^f:* 
ed inevitable ; not even when all befide were in the ut« 
moft fright. We fopnd purfelves fdmbj^-^d and fdif- 
mayed, all at unawates, jui a place \}ndermii>e4 Igr 
the- river Loire. This road, wjbkh ftiqtft above .ap» 
peared even, was a hoUofwed pipce of ground by the 
river's fide. We did not .perceive our danger, till Vf 
found we could not turn to the right or \cfti but m,ui^ 
Hither go on or fail imo the river. A part of the goach 
rolled in the air, born up by footdne^ on the factber 
0de. The fright was fo great, nothing could exceed 
it. A» for me I felt 'Hone. J found myfelf fo much 
refigned to Goo, for all eyeots whicjli his providei)<;^ 
might permit, that I rejoiced at the profoe^t pf loiwg 
my life by a flroke of his hand. Yet I had a fecret faith 
that we ihould pafs fafely, and fo it t>roved. 

Ik that country I wept to confefs, to ^ nian who 
gave me no fmall tro^b^. He waftt^ to know with 
what intention I had married. I told him, ^^ with no 

" other 
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^othirtMi tlM of obeyfcg.'^ He Ikiif, ^cbai was 
^ ^«mrth nodtir^ i thw: I Wis not well mariied, but? 
•^ihufl; marry everagam*** Hefceiiicd to want tcr 
ipart my hufbind and mei fo'K neter * ta fire one ono^ 
ther agaiik.* Hetof^demned a$ a moit^l Jin$ what wa» 
a matter of abfolutc duty. Hc^ under a pretence of i|W 
ftrufting me, informed me of moital fins, which I had 
l^n ignorant of tlU theh ; and bacaiife nf^ hftentbn 
ih man7ing iMts fiot to hav« children, but to obej^^r 
he imi^ofedon me ^xte9lve penanees : But a &thet t 
Met with at Onfifi»ji^ took diem^ofl^ atfluing mt th^ It 
had not comnfitted e^mi' a renia) fin : Which confded 
me greatly, as it i«m<ov^ the harfh mpfdIio»whteii 
the other had madei^ In this; jotirniy I thought I dki 
wtong to regard rarities^ when taken to view tHia^ t 
though I had a thought ttf turnilig away thy ejmftmm 
them. H6wever vthw did no« often happehi 

7 Ar my; return I wctei to fee MMher CtMgar^ tb 
whom I related how it had btien with me while abroad^ 
She Hreiigthened and ene^iii^g^d tm to refume my 
former touHb. But GO0 who had withheld his indigo* 
fiadoii fbr a long traiii of ihfid^iies, now cauftd it td 
Mwith the greater rigour. He a^fte^;! towards me^ 
i^ provoked hufbands to their yoimg fpoufes^ wheh 
they al>ufe the treaftires ehtfiifted to them in- osdeiMJ* 
Ae ebnveited to k gobd ufe. tie depi#V6d tm of Ml^ 
'ttiotSitr thiat I ihoirfd hot itbufe any ?mok-6 what he^d 
^ven ftie, dniy to' glorify hioi th»i«witli. I had manfy 
times a d^fire «o tike fome thOMy^ and ^imio atonic 
r^ntj thinking it la^u) to do 6>^ bikimk I iiittagined 
iliMpRHtlble vo €(^tseft)ond fo wi^lt wiirh Gob in the 
iw^td^ fo n^Ay av^amiis oociirring tisercin, i wotaM 
Have been glad *ft> 4^v>e fdund famt cavern, to l^eitt 

Wied^^felf irfl^ in tt, and thought the meXt fi%h)^ 

'■ . ■ • 

, .. • Th w .Wfe cotifciCoTf w* may well think, mail have bad fomc 
'kicked atfigft. in* bfefcla itt aHite ef ktofs darkntefi, to think 
h6iK fi»r i(Scr«er«ltand^^Mf<mfceifdi^hid^om]^ly^^^^ 
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ftil prifon dcfiablc rather than fo.fatd ! a -liberty.. 1 
w5Ui as it were torn afunder betwat two oppofitfe |»fi^-? 
ts% \ tor vanity drew me outward, aod divinciovc .t|i*' 
wjird.' And as 1 did not turn ntyfelf conftantly to* 
either, I fuffered through this psistttioa irhat I cannot 
exprefs. , . .. ,. 

I Bbooko of thee, oh- my G0j>,^to take, from me 

Qoiirdy the liberty ^hich I had of di^ltafing thee*:: ;I 

&ici to thee. Art not thou ftroi% enotsgh to mnider ttiis 

tinjuft duplicity ? for as foon as I had an opportunhyt 

to expoCe my vanity I did it; and after I had done it 

I rc^turned to thce^ and thou, far from < rejcfting me, 

^ten reepived m* with open arms c -That go^ne^ 

\^ afie&ed mc- with the greater foripw for my revolts, 

^ though I had this miferable vanity, . yet fuch wa& 

my love that, after xs^"^. faults, I was morci pleafcd with 

thy rigours than with thy carefles ; thy intcrefts were 

dearer to me th|{n-my own; and 1 could jiot bear thy 

notdoing jufticeto Ehyfelf.formyjcrimes. My heart 

was penetrated with loye and with grief. And what 

heightened t>eJattQr was that lihould difpleafe thee 

after fuch favours received from thee. I could not 

but cry out againft roy ingratitude* That thpfe/who 

know thee not fm againft thee furprizes me not ; but 

that this heart, which loves thee more than itfelf, and 

has received fuch tcftiraonies. of thy love, fuffers itfelf 

to be fcduced l>y propenfities which it detefts, oh, 'tis 

its moft cruel. martyrdom, the isiore painful ^s it fo 

long continues. Ob my God, faid I, when I fdt oioft 

ftrongly thy preieilce, and thy lovr, how wonderfully 

thou beftoweft thy favours on fuch an infamous crear 

ture, which reiquites - thee only with bale returns ! 

For: if any one reads : this life with attention^ he wiij 

fee on Qod's part nothing but . goodnefe, m«rcy.an4 

love ; and on my part nothing but weaknefs, fin and 

infidelity. If there is any thing that is gopd, it is tbine, 

d my God ! As for me I have ; nothing to glory in but 

my infirmities -and my vmworthinefc,^ finoe, ,in that 

everlafting marriage-union thou haft made with m^ 

I brought 
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I k^seugkt wkh mc nothing but' weakneft, fin and mi*' 
fety. Qh my Love! How I rejoice to owe all ta 
t?feee, and that thou fevoureft my heart with a* fight of 
the treafiircs and boundlcfe riches of thy. grace and 
love ' Thou haft dealt by me, as if a magnificent 'king 
fliould marry a poor flave, forget her flavery, give 
her all the ©rhamcnts which may render her pleating 
i6 hh eyesv and with' plcafure pardon her i\\ thefatUts 
and iU qualities -which her ignorance ^nd bad education 
hare given her. This thou haft made my cafe. Mf 
poverty is become my riches, and in the extremity of 
my wdakpefs I haveibund my ftrength. Oh if an^ 
knew witfi what confufion the indulgent favours of 
Gttoi after its faults, cover the foul! *tis irtconceivabie, 
Sfjch a foul would wi(h with all its powers to latisfy 
the divine juftiee. I made verfes and little fongs to-, 
bewail n^felf, 1 performed penslnees, but they were 
too light for fo large a wound. They were like thofij 
drops of water which only ferve to make the fire hot- 
ter. When I take a view of God and myfelf I am 
obliged to cry out, " Oh admir2rt)le condud of Love 
toward an ungrateful wreteh ! Oh' horrible ingratitude 
toward fuch unparaUeled goodnefs !" A great patt of 
my life is only a mixture of fuch things as might be 
etttG»3gh to fink me to the grave betwixt grief and love. 
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ON my arrival at home I found my little dau^htet 
ill, and like to die of the fmall-pox. My huf- 
band was feized with the gout, ' and with his othet 
complaints. My eldeft fon alfo took the fmall-pox ia 
fuch a vaft quantify, and with fo much njalignancy, 
that at laft 'it rendered him as much disfigured, as be- 
fore he had been beautiful. Asr fodil as I faw the 

Q, fmall 



44 



ido The LIFE or Part I. 

fmall-pox in the houfc, I Had no doubt- but I ftiould 
take it. Mother Granger advifed me timely to re- 
move, if I could. My father offered to take me to 
his houle, with my lecond fon, whom I tenderly 
loved. But my mother-in-law would not fuffer 
it. She perfuaded my hulband it was ufelels, and 
lent for a phyfician who feconded her in it, faying, " 1 
fhould as readily take it at a diftance as here, if I were 
* difpofed to take it." I may fay, (he proved at that 
time a fecond Jephtbay and that fhe facrificed us both 
innocently. Had fhe known what followed, I doubt 
not but ftxe would have afted otherwife. All the town 
ftirred in this affair. Every one begged h«r' to fead 
me out of the houfe^ and cried out th^t it was ^ruel 
thus to expofe me. They fet upon me too, imagining 
I was unwilling to goj for 1 told nobody that (he 
would not let me go. I had at that time no other dif- 
I>ofition but to facrifice myfelf to divine Providence. 
And though I might have removed, in fpite of my 
mother^s refiftance, yet I would not without her con- 
fent; becaufe it looked to me, as if her refiflance 
were an order of Heaven. Oh divine will of my God ! 
thou Waft then my only life in the midft of all my 
iniferies. 

m 

I CONTINUED in this refignation, and Ipirit of fa- 
crifice to God, waiting for whatever he Ihould be 
plcalty to' order. I cannot exprefs what nature' dif- 
fered : For I was like one who fees both certam death 
.and an cafy remedy, without being able to avoid the 
former, or try the latter. I had no lefs apprehenfidn 
for my younger Ton than for myfelf: My mother-in- 
law fo cxcelfively doated on the eldeft, that the i^eft of 
us were all jndifFerenc to her : Yet I am aflTured, if 
fhe had known that the younger would have died 
of the fmall-pox, fhe would not have done as (he did. 
God makes ufe of creatures, and their natural inclina- 
tions,. to accomplifh his deCigns. When. I fee in the 
^creatures a conduft which appears unreafonable and 
. • . ' ' mor- 
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tnortifying, I mpunt. jiigher, and look upon them 
^s inffrunients both of, tnejuftice and mercy of God ; 
for his j lift ice is all full of mercy. 

When I. told my. hu{band that I had a pain at the 
heart, and was taking the fm all-pox ; he faid, it was 
only imagination. I let Mother Granger know thfe 
fitu^tion 1 was in. As Ihe had a tender heart, (he was 
pained with thefc marks of hardnefs, and encouraged 
me to offer myfelf up to the Lord. At length, na- 
ture finding there was no refource, on the fourth of 
Oftober 1672, aged twenty-four years and fomc 
months, ^being gone tb mafs, I found myfelf extremely 
ill, and like to faint. Being got home, I was taken 
with a great fhivering, and a pain, both in my head 
and heart. They would not believe that I was fick, 
(it was permitted that they ftiould have this hardnefs 
for me) but in a few hours it went fo far, that they 
thought my life in danger ; for I was taken with- a 
fluxion in my breafl, and the remedies for. the one were 
contrary to the other. A doftor, a favourite of my 
mother-in-law, was not in town, nor the furgeon who 
lived in it. Another furgeon was fent for, who faid, 
" I murt: be bled i" but my mother-in-law would not 
fuffer it at that time to be done. I remained abandoned 
in fuch a manner, that I was on the point of death 
for want of fuccour. My hulband, not being able to 
fee me, left me entirely to his mother. She would not 
allow any phyfician but her own to prefcribe for me, 
and yet did not fend for him, though he was within 
a day's journey of us. In this extremity I opened 
not my mouth to requeft any fuccour. I looked for 
.life or death, from the hand of God, without teftify- 
ing the lealt uneafinefs at fo extraordinary a conduct. 
The. peace I enjoyed within, on account of that per- 
/eft refignation, in which God kept me by his grace, 
was fo great, that it made me forget myfelf, in the 
(nidU: of fuch violent maladies ana preihng dangers. 

Q^% I may 
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1 may fay. Goo's protcdlion. has been wonderful to 
mc. . Many times have I been reduced to extremity, 
but he never failed to fuccour, when things appeared 
mpft dcfperate. It pleafed him fo to order ir, that 
^ fkillful liirgeon,, who had fcrved me before, pafling 
by our houfc, enquired after me. They told him 1 was 
extremely ill. He alighted immediately, and earae in 
to fee me. Never man was more furprized, when he 
faw the frightful condition I was in. The fmall-pox, 
which could not come out, had fallen on my nofc with 
fuch force, that it was quite black. He thought there 
had been a gangrene in it, and that it was going to 
fall off. He was fo affrighted at it, that he could not 
hide his furprize. My eyes were like two coals. He 
went down into ray mother-in-law's chamber, and told 
her, ^ it was a moft fhameful thing to leave me to die 
" in that manner, for want of bleeding." She ftill 
oppofed it fo violently, that in ihort fhe told him flat- 
ly, " flie would not fuffer it." He flew into fuch a 
rage, at feeing me thus left wichbut fending for a phy^ 
lician, that he did not fpare his tongue, in uttering 
very < grating and grievous things to my mother-in- 
law ; but all in vain . ftill. Upon that he came up 
again prefently into my .chamber, and faid, '* If you 
** will, I will bleed you, and fave your life."/ I held 
out my arm to him ; and, though it was extremely 
Iwelicd, he bled me in an inftant. My mother-in-law 
vas in a violent paffion about it. The fmall-pox carac 
out immediately ; And he order«i that they fhould 
get me bled again in the evening, but flie would not 
iufFer it ; and I durft not retain himy whatever occa- 
fion 1 had for it, for fear of difpleafing my tnother- 
in-law, and through a total rcfignation of myfclf into 
the hands of God. I am the more particular in this 
relation to Ihew how advantageous it is to refign one^s 
felf to God without referve. Though in appearance 
he leave us for a time, to prove and cxercifc our faith, 
yet he never fails us, trhcn our need of him is the 
moft preping : One may fay with the Scripture, " It 

^' is 
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^^13*(Sqi> who bfiogeth tldwn to the gates of deitfa, and 
raifetb ^p again.*' The blackficfs and fwciling of my 
nofe went off; and I believe, had they continued to 
bleed me, I had been pretty eafy ; but for want bf 
that I fell foack again-. The malady fell into iny eyes, 
and inflamed tbiem with foch fevere p^, that I t^ugfat 

lihould Jofethetn-both. 

• - . • • 

IjKAo thofe violent 'pains for. three weeki, during 
which I got very little fleep. . I could not flam my eyes, 
they were fo full of the fmall-pox, nor open them by 
f^dSoti of the pain I endured. I was quite eafy at tji 
thoughts of being blind, as there was the gteatcft like- 
lihood of it. My throat, palate, and. gums: were 
likewifejb. filled with pox, that I could not.fwaliow 
broth, or t$kc any nounfhment, without iiTffering tx- 
tremtly*. . My whole body looked like that of a leper. 
AU thti: &«^ me f«&d» they had never feen fnch a 
ihockiftg fpeftacle. But as to my foul; it was kept 
in a <5oncentment not to be escprefled. The taqies of 
its libcjty^' by the lofs of that beauty which' had been 
my grief, rendered it fo well fatisfied, and fo united to 
GO0, that it would riot have changed its condition for 
that of the moft happy Prince in the world, 

Evu&y one thought I would be inconfisiafale ; and 
fcver^l expreffed their fympathy with, my fad cohditi- 
on, as they judged; while I lay ftilJ, m the fecret 
fruition of a joy uxrfpcakablc, in this total deprivation 
, of what had been a fnare to my pride, and to the paffiv 
ofis jof men. I praifed God in profound filencc. None 
ever heard any complaints from me, either of my 
paijis^ or the I06 I fuftained. All was well received 
ns from GoD*s hand* The only thing that I feid was, 
that I rejoiced at, and was exceeding thankful for the 
interior liberty I gained thereby ; and they made & 
great crime tc^ me » of that. My ctofcflbr who had 
been di0atib]ied wkh me before came a> fee me. He 

afked 



alkcd me if I wasj pot fprry for hftviog the fcpaJl.ppx-, 
and he now taxed me \vith pride .'on my .fceateog 
thus, . . 

Mr little boy (the ydunger ion) took .the fmalt-pbx. 
the .fame day with, nxyfcjf^ of which, he died for!* want 
of care. This bW indeed ftruck.me to.thc hearty 
which yet, drawing ftrength fr om my wcaknefs, of- 
fered him up, and faid to GoD as did Job, " Thoii 
^' gave him to me, and thou^aft taken him from me,. 
" Bicfled be thy holy name-" The foirit of facrxficc 
jpbffeflcd riie fo ftrongly^ that, thougn I loved this 
chUd tenderly, I never ftied a tear at hearing of his 
death. The day he was buried, the do&or fent to tell 
me that he had not placed a tombftone uppn his grave» 
bccaiife my little girl^ could not get over two days. 
My cldeft fon was *not yet out' of danger, fo that I 
faw myfelf almoft ftripped of all my childreo, my huf* 
band indifpofed, and myfelf extremely fo. God did 
hot take my little girl then. He prolonged her lift 
fome years, to make the lofs more painful to me, 

'. . J- ■■ - ^ ^ . • ' 

At la^ my mother-in-law's phyfician arrived, at a 
time wherein he could be of but little fervice to me* 
When he faw the ftrange inflammation in my eyes, he 
iraufed me to be bled ieveral times ; but it was too 
late. And thofe bleedings which would have been ib 
proper at firft, did nothing but weaken me now.^ 
They could not even bleed me in the condition I was ip^ 
but with the greateft difiiciilty j for my arms were 
fo fwelled, that the furgeon was obliged to pu(h in the 
lance to a great depth. Moreover the bleeding being 
out of feafon, had like to have caufed my death, which 
I confefs would have been very agreeable to me. I 
looked upon death as the greateft bleffing for me. Yet 
I faw well that I had nothing to hope on that fide ; and 
that, inftead of meeting with fo defirable an event, I 
muft prepare myfelf to Kipport the trials of life. 

Aftei^ 
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^FTER my cldcftfon was grown better, he got up 
and came into my chamber. 1 was furprizcd ^ at the 
extraordinary change I faw in him. His face, lately 
all fair and heautitul, was become like a coarfe . fpot 
of tarth, all • full of furrows. That gave methecu- 
riofity to view myfclf in a lodkin^-glafs. It was thea 
that I faw that Gdb had ordered the facriHce in all its 
reality- They Tent me pomatums to recover my com- 
plexion, and to fill up the hollows of the fmall-pox, I 
had fecn wonderful efiefts thereof upon others, and 
therefore at. firft had a mind to try to mak^ ufc of 
them : But love, jealous of his work, would not fuf* 
fer it. There was a voice in my heart which faid, " If 
^*-l would have had^ thee fair, i would have left thee 
^ as thou was/* I was therefore obliged to Jay afide 
ev^y remedy, and to go into the air, which niade xhf: 
hollows worfc, to ejcpofe myfclf in the ftreets to tbfe 
ey« of every one, when the rednefs of the fmall pox 
,was at the worft, in order to make my humiliation 
triumph, where I had exalted my pride. 

Mv. hufband kept his bed almoft all that time, an4 
made good ufe of his indifpoHtion* Only li^ he now 
found no more of that agrceablenefs in me, which 
before had given him pleafure, he grew much more 
fufceptible of impreffions which any gave him againfl 
me. In confequence of this, the perfons who fpokfe 
to him, to my difadvantage, finding themfelyes now 
better hearkened to, fp6ke more boldly and more fre- 
quently. There was only thou, oh* my God, who 
changed not for me. Thou redoubled thy interior 
graces, in proportion as thou augmented my exterior 
croflcs. 
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MY waiting-maid became every day more hafiigh- 
ty : And, as the devil incited her to torment 
me, feeing that^her fcoldihgs and • oittcrres did not 
dtfrorb me, (he though't,- if me conld hinder me from 
going- to the commumon, fte ihptrld give tnc the 
greaceft of all vexations.' llierein fhie was in the right, 
oh divine 'fpoufe of pure fouls, Tmcc the only fatisrac- 
tton of my life was to receive and to' honour thee. 1 
procured, as much, as was in my power, the churchesr 
to bd well adorned. I gave every thing, of the fineft 
I had, to furnifli » them with ornaments, and contri- 
buted, to the utmoft extent of my abilities, to majce 
them have filvcr pyxes and chalices, I fee a per- 
petual laitip, . for a memento tp me, that the fire of my 
love might never be fufFered to go out. I feid to thee, 
"Oh my love, let me be thy viAim. Spare nothing 
" to annihilate me." I felt an inexpreflible long- 
ing to be more reduced, and to become nothing 
at all. 

This girl then knew my attraftion for the holy fa- 
crament, where, when I could have liberty for it, I 
paffed feveral hours on my knees. She took it in her 
head to watch me daily. When^ fhe difcovered my 
going thither, fhe ran to tell my mother-in-law and 
my hufband. There needed no more tp chagrine 
them. Their inveftives lafted the whole day. If a 
word efcaped me in my own juftification, it was 
enough to make them fay, I was guilty of facrilege ; 
and to raife an outcry againft devotion. If I made 

them 
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them no anRvet at all^ ' that ftill h'd^htthg J th'ejr in- 
dignation, and made them fty the rtl6ft grating tfiin^i 
they could derife. If i fell fic*, whieh/'6ften.h^^^^ 
pened, they took occafion to tbmt to ^^larrel with li* 
in my bed, faying, itiy tOtfi^ltmions and prayers were 

what ffiade'riilt fick. - * /^ 

.. . - , . . ... . ... 

She tbld me^ one day, in hfer pafhcAi, t^at [hfe w{s 
gbidgto write to him wholhettioiight wiaJ my dfredftr^ 
to get him to ftop me from going to t^ cQTOmunion. 
Arid ^^rhen I tmde h*r no artfwer, flie cri'ed out ^ 
loud as Ihe could, «.that T treated 'her ilrand dc^ 
fpifed her." Whe'n t ^fettt to iMs, Ihe fkn ta'M my 
hufbahd (though 1 had takfcn tafe befdre to di^er evd- 
ry thing about the hbufe) ** that I Was gbhfe "afe'rbacj, 
and had Ifcft nothiftg m oydet.*' When I returned 
home, rage fell on tnfe in kllits violence 5 and they 
would hear nonre of my ttafons, t>ut faid, ^ **/they 
** were all a parcel of iie^.** My motfrer-in-laW per- 
fuaded my hufband, being now fick, " that I let 
ti cycry thing go to wreck; and that, if (he did. not 
** take care, he would be ruined." H^ bfelieved it, 
and I bore all with patience, cndeavburifig, as well 
.as I could, to do my duty. What gave me nioft 
troubl? was not to kntilv What courfe tb take; for 
when I ordered any thirtgWithbOt hel-. Hie fcdmplalhfed 
« that I fliewtd net no itfpeft, that 1* did f Kings (if 
« ' my^ own head, ahd they were dbfte the Wbrfe for iti:" 
Theti flic vrdiM ordrt them cjuitfe tbhtf'afy : If I c6n- 
fulted het- toknowwh'at^ of how (he wbuld hWe any 
thing to be done, (be faid, ^* Ihe Wilit have the catc 
^* and 'trbubfe* of tvtty thing.*' 

, * . - • • * ■ 

I ttAD Tcittt 4ny reft btlt What I ifeiihd ift thfe love 
of Gd6, -a^d fubmiffiort tti his braers! ."they ipccf- 
fihrif ^►itth^ rtif W6rds and iftiohs, to 6nd occafian 
agatiift the. They chid ihe &\\ fchd ^a^ j6ng, dbati- 
nyaliy repidating, <Jvcr attd 6vef, ihfc fattie things, ajid 
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that before the footmen. • How often have I made my 
jn^ak on my tears, which were interpreted as the moft 
criminal in the world ! They faid, I would be damri'd; 
^s if the tears would open a hell for me, which they 
were more likely to cxtinguilh. If I recited any thing 
I had heard, they would render me accountable for 
the truth of it. If I kept filence, they taxed me with 
Contempt and perverfenefs ; if I knew any thing with- 
out telling it, that was a crime ; if I told it, ?hen 
they faid, " I had forged it." Sometimes they tor- 
mented me for feveral days fucceffively, without giv- 
ing me ?iny relaxation. The girls faid^ " I ought to 
*' feign ficknefs, to get a little reft/' I made no re- 
^ly. The love of God fo clofcly pofiefled me, that 
it would not allow me to feek relief by a fingle word, 
0t even by a look. . Sometimes I faid in myfelf. Oh, 
♦' that I had but any one who would take notice of 
*' m«. or to whom I might unbofom myfelf, what 
*^ relief to me would it be !" But it was not granted 
*' me, 

Though I loved my father extremely, and he ioved 
tt\t .very tenderly, yet I never fpoke to him thereof. 
One of my relations, who loved me much, perceived 
the little rnoder^tion they ufed toward me. Before 
him they fpoke very roughly to me- He, highly dif- 
J)leafed, went and toli my father of it, adding, that 
I (hould pafs for a foo|. Soon after I went to fee my 
fither, who, contrary to his cuftom, fharply repri- 
jiTiarjded ime, ** for fufFering them to treat me in fuch 
** fi manner, A^ithput faying any thing in rny own de- 
5^ fence, adding, every one lalk'd of me for it ; that 
*' it looked as if I had neither fenfe nor fpirit to 
** vindicate myfelf.'* I ^anfwered my father, "< If they 
f' remarked wHat my hufb^nd faid to me, that was 
" confufion enough for me without my bringing any 
' ** more of' it on myfelf by replies ; that if they did 
, **, not remark it^ 1 ought not to caufc it to be re- 
** rrtarked, nor expofc my hufband'k weakfiefs'i that 

"Taying 
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"faying nothing ended all difputesj whereas by riiy 
'^ replies I might caufc them to be continued and in- 
'* creafcd." My fatheranfwered, "'^ I did well, and 
" that I fhould continue to aft as God fliould infpirt 
" me :" And after that, he never fpoke to me of it 
any more. 

They were ever talking to me againft my father; 
my relations, and fuch as I refpefted moft. I could 
not forbear to defend them, and therein! did wrongs 
as whatever I faid ferved only to provoke them. If 
any complained of aiy father or relations, they were 
always in the right. If any, whom they had diflikcd 
before, fppke againft thefe, fuch- wer^ prefently ap- 
proved of. If any Ihewed fricndfhip to me, fuch were 
not welcome. A relation, whom I greatly loved for 
her piety, coming to fee me, they openly bade her 
be gone, or treated her in fuch a manner as obliged 
her to it, which gave me no fmall uneafinefs. When 
any confiderable perfon came, they would be fpeaking 
againft me; even to perfons who knew me not, which 
furprized them : But when they faw me, they pitied 
me. 

Whatever they faid againft me, Jove would not 
allow me to jnftify myfelf.' I fpoke not to my huC- 
band of what either my mother-in-law or the girl did 
to me, except' the firft year, when. I was not fufE- 
ciently touched with the power of God, to fuffer fuch 
treatment. Nay, I did more than this; fpr as my 
niother-in-law and my huft>and were both very paf» 
fionate, they often quarrelled. Then I was in favour, 
and to me they made their mutual complaints. I ne- 
ver told the one what the other had faid. And though 
it might have been of fervice to me, humanly fpcaK- 
ing, to take the advantage of fuch opportunity, I 
never made ufe of it to complain of either : Nay, on 
the contrary, I did not reft till \ had reconciled them, 
I fpoke niany obliging things of the one to the other, 

R 2 which 
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which always made them friendi 'aLgainT; thoitgE I 
knew, by the frequent experience I had, that I ifaould 
gay dear for their re-unicxn : For fcarce- were they re* 
candied, but. they joined together againft me. 

"I'wAS fd deeply engaged within, as often- to for- 
get things without, yet not any thing which was of 
confequence« I went into the garden, without obferv^ 
^ng any thing in it:. Anfl when my hulband^ wha 
could not gOtthitheJT^ alU^d me about it^ I knew iiot 
what to. fay, at which. he was angry. I went thidicr -^ 

on purpofe tp, remarjk. every thing, ia order to tell 
Him about thep[x ^ and yet» when there, did; not think 
of looking, ajt them. I went thither tea times one 
day, to fee and bring an accqunt to my hufban4 aml< , 

jitllill farg9t.it. When I ,^d remember to look 
ai them, I was^ much pleaf^d^ apd then generally, was \ 

^ed nothing about them. 

.'. Wh£H they were telling^any diiagreeabie news 5 to 
mortify i^aariplity, I ufed, under fome pretext or 
other, to retire. When n>y hylband afterward wo.jjld' 

bV talking to me about it, I betrayed my ignorance of ^ 

the matter, and then put him into a frefh fit of rage | 

againft me, which I would gladly have avoided being j 

the occafion of j as I was very defirous of doing my \ 

d\uy, and rendering every thing agreeable to him, fo» j 

iar as was in my power, confiftent therewith. 1 



!*Ali1 my croffes to me woujd have feeme4 lit- 
tle, if^, in the interior attraftioQ I felt,. I might 
have had liberty to pray, and to be alone: But I 
^^as. obliged ftill tp continue in their prefence with 
fuch a lubjeAipn as is fc^rcely conceivable. My^ 
hufhand looked on, his watch, if at any time I 
had liberty allowed me for prayer, . . to -fee if I 
Itayed at it above half an hour. If I^.^xpeicded it, 
he grew very, unealy. . I faid to hi^n . jSj^^times, . 

>*. Grant 
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^ Qrwt ipe one bouc no ciivtrt myfelf ** And though 
he would haye granted it to me for other diverfions, 
yet for prayer be would not, I confefs my little ex- ' 
perience C^ufed me much trouble, and that I often 
thereby gave oeeadon for what they made me fuffer: 
For ought not I to have looked on my captivity as an 
eSect of the wiU of Gods, to content myfclf therein, 
and to make it my only defire and prayer. But I often 
&U back, again into the anxiety of wi{hing to get time 
for pmyer-y whiqh was not agreeable to my hufband. 
It ia true thofe faults were more frequent in the b^.^ 
ginning. Afterwards I prayed to God in his own re- 
treat, in xhfi tempJe of my heart, and then I went out 
no more. 



CHAP. xvn. 

WE. went into the country, where I committed: 
4»any fawlt$, letting myfelf go too much af^er 
my inward attradtion. I thought I might da it beca\ife 
my hufband diverted himfclf with building. If I flay- 
ed from him any time he was diflatisfied, which fonMo- 
times happened, as he. was continually talking with 
the workmen. I ftt niyfelf in a corner, and there had 
my work with me, but could fcarce do any thing by 
reafon of the foifce of the attradtion which made the 
work fall out of my hands. I palTed whole hours thisi 
way» without being able either to open my eyes or know 
wbat.pafled in me ; but I had nothing to wiih fpr^ 
nor yet to be afraid of. Every where I found my pifo- 
per center, becaufe every where I found Gox>, 

My heart could then defire nothing but what it had i 
fix' this difpofuion excinguifhed all its defires; and I 
Ibmetim^s faid to myfclf, ^* What wanted thou ? What 

*' fcareft 
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^' fcareft-thou ?** And I wasfurpriicd to fihd upttn trial 
tjiat I bad nothing to defire, and nothing to fear. 
Kv«ry place I was in was my proper place. 

fAsI had generally not arty, tinic all6wed me to pray 
but with difficulty, I took it in my head, as my huf: 
l?and v/ould not allow mel to rife till feven o'clock 
iii the morning, not to difobey him ; I got on my 
knees in my bed, which was in his chamber, on ac-' 
count of his illnefs, endeavouring to fliew him in evety 
thing my pun<ftuality ; I got up at four o'clock, and 
continued thus on my bed ; while he thought I was 
4fleep : But this affefted .my health, and parti- 
cularly my eyes, which were ftill weak from the 
fmall-pox, it being only eight months fince I had that 
diftempcr. 1 foon recovered from this complaint, 
and u fed all diligence, in attending and improving 
every opportunity of meeting with and obtaining the 
prefence of God. 

As we had not yet built the* chapel, and were far 
from any church, 1 could not go to mafi, without the 
permiflion of my hulband. As we cotild not get the 
Coach out of the court, without his hearing it, I fixed 
an agreement with the fuperior of the recoUeds, who 
was a very devout man. He pretended to be going 
to fay mafs for fomebody elfe, and fent a friar to 
apprize me of it. I was obliged to go out very early 
in tbfe morning, that my huflband might not perceive 
it; and though I could fcarce walk, I made a fliifc 
to hobble on foot a quarter of a league, as I durft 
not get the horfes put to the coach, for fear of waking 
him. And really God wrought wonders for me 
to fecond my defire : . For gentrally^ in the mor- 
nings when I went to mafs, my hulband did not wake 
till after I was returned : Often, as I was going out, 
the weather was fo cloudy, that the girl I took with 
me told me, *' I could not go ; or if I did, I fhould 
" be foaked with the rain/' I anfwered her with my 
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iufaal, qpnWence, " God wfll affift us:*' I generally 
reached, the. chapel without being wet: When got 
thither,, the rain felL ^xceflivcly. When I returned 
it ceafed. When I got home it began agkin with frefti 
viplcnce. During ieveral years that I have aftcd this 
wayj Jt..haYe never been deceived in my confidence. 
When. i was in the. toKn, and could find nobody up, to 
be feen, I was furprized that there came to me priefts 
to afk me if I was willing to receive the communion^ 
and that if I was they would give it to me. - I had no 
mi»d to refufq, oh.rrjy Love, the prefent which thou 
thyfejf Qffenpdft me? for I had no doubt of its beiing 
thes who. infpined them with that charity * Before I had 
agreed, with the, reopHeftS" to Come to fay mafs at the 
chapej I hajfe mentioned, often I - fuddenly awaked 
jvith ^ ftrong impglfe to go to mafss My maid feid 
to mp,, *' Bwu madam, you are going to tire youtfelf 
" in v.ain. .. There wilj. be no^ maf^ there." Fort-hat 
chapel was hot yet regulafly fefvedr/rAnd there were 
only occafional mafles at it. HowevenI went full of 
faith,: and at»my arrival found the. prieQj dreft and juft 
QXQunting the altar. If 1 could partiaialarly enumerate 
the remarkable providences,- which were kereupon 
givea in my favour, there wouW be enough to fill 
whole volunjes with. ^ 



When I wanted, to hear from, or -write to, Mother 
Granger, I often felt a ftrong draught to go out to 
the door. There. I fovind.s^ qneflenger . with' a letter 
from her, ; which cQvild not hay^ fallen, into my" hands 
but fore that. She Was the only peyfoli 1 .eeuld be free 
to lay open-my condition to, when i cOuld get to, fee 
her, which was ;with theigreateft diificulty'-, and thro^ 
prpvidohtial affiftance; ^ haying not pnjy been forbid*, 
den by myconfeflbr and my hufband, but having alfo 
all means, that could be devifcd,' put in praftice by my 
itipther-jj^Tlaw to present it-. I placed an extreme con« 
fidence in, Moth(?r Granger. I concealed nothing 
from her^ either of my fin» or of my grains. 1 wotild 

not 



ndt have ddne the leaft' thing ^tliotit t^ing her it i 
did not now :*pf<i(5tift ftny ts^f auft^dei^ buc thgfe 
f^hich IKe Wft's willing to alfoW tt^ "to do^ Th^M. i^ni 
tiothi/ig which I 'lte]!)t ir^m- her but 0)y interior dif- 
bofitions^ whkh I wfas'lfea'tctt aUtnto teR, terau& I 
knewi)Ot hoMr to tx^lai)) it))^fiiif liitt«upofi, 4)4(ing ;^^ 
^norant of cholfe iiki{)g6> haWftg ncffieir ttad «^r heard of 
file like. ; 

' UNt>Ek preteiMe ^f going «o fee my MbtVj I ran oilF 
to iee Mother Oka^^br. Tliat \ta^ ^ifcotered, mA 
Eoft me fucb erofies as ^ cannot ex|>r9rs \ for it would 
be difficult to tell to w)^at ht^fi th^ir nge ran a^ainll 
tne. The difliCillty of Writing to her wag no tefst 
l^or as I had thie utmoft abitontnce of si lie, I forbad 
the footmen to tellfeny. Wfcen they were m^tthty 
were alked whither they i^^ ^iftg/ and if they had 
hot,any letters. My mother-in-law fet herfelf in k 
little pafTage, through which none conld >go om C^y 
but- that they ttmft j>afs by her. She alked them whi*» 
ther they were going and what they carried. Some^ 
times going on foot to the Beneditlinesy I caufed ihoes ♦ 
to be carried, that they might not perceive where I 
liad been. I durft not go alone ^ and thofe who at<» 
tended me had orders to tell every place I went to. 
If they were difcovered to fail in doing it, they were 
either Gorrfcded or turned out of their fervice. 



i . 



V My hufband.and mothcr4fi-law were always ir*- 
veighing againft that good womafi^ tho* in reality they 
efteemed her. I YometiifWfcs rnad« my own complaint 
t& her; and flie replied, '" Howihmild you conteh^ 
^ them, when I have been ddihg all T could for thefe 
" twenty years to latfefy theih without fucodft r^* Fcjr 



»» 
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• By her ibccB being dirty, they wbuld haVe perceived ftit had 
leen out. She therefore was oblii^ed t& have cteaQ otoes carried. 
in ^er to pot them on at her j^etntaiiig info the hoafe. 

as 
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a^ xs^Y rnothcr-in^kw bid two daughters witk her^ (he 
was always finding fomethiag to fey againft evei:y 
thing Ihe did in regard to them. . , " 

/13^i;t the moft fenfibk crofs to me new vjas the t«- 
volting of my own fon againft me, wlioia they infpired 
with fo great a contempt for me, that I could not 
bc^r to fc^ him without extreme a^fbion. When I 
was in ^ rny chamber with fomc oi my frieiad^ they fent 
Him to liften to what we. faid^ and as he faw this plcaT- 
ed them, he invented a hundred things to* teU them. 
What gave me the moft pam at heart was the lofs of 
my child. If| caught him in, a lie, a^ frequemly I 
did, he told me> " My gfa^dmother fays, you^have 
" been a greater liar than T," I anfwered him, "It is 
'' becaufe I have been fo, that 1 know the uglinefs of 
" that vice^ and what a hard thing it is to get the bet- 
** ter of it: And it is for this reafdn,. that I would fiot 
^* have you fufJer the like." He fppkc to me things 
very offenfive ; and becaufe he remarked the fear I 
ftood in of his grandmother and his father, if in their 
ajbfence I found fault with him in any thing, he infult- 
ingly upbraided me, ancj faid, " Th^nowl wanted to 
" let up for his miftrefs, becaufe they were not there." 
They approved of all this, in fuch for-t as to ftrengthen 
him in his worft inclinations. One day he went to fee 
my father, and raflily began to talk againft me to him, 
as he was ufed to do to his grandmother. But here 
it did not meet with the fajpe reception. My father 
was fo muph grieved at it, as to fhed tears-, and 
camp to our houfe todefirehe might becorrcftedfor 
it* Tho' they pifomifed. it ftiould be done, they ne- 
ver did it. I was grievoufly afraid of the confequences 
of fo bad an education^ I told Mother Granger of 
it, who confoled me, and faid, " That fince I could 
" not remedy it, 1 muft . fufFer and leave every thing 
•' to God ; and that this child would be my crofs. 

m 
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Another great crofs was the difficulty I had in at- 
tending my hulband. I knew he was difpleafed when 
I was not with him ; and when I was with him, he 
never expreft any pleafure in it, or at anything 1 did. 
On the cpritrary, he only- rejefted with fcorn what- 
ever came to him from me. He was fo very uneafy 
with me about every thing, that I fometimes trembled 
when I approached him. I could do nothing to his 
liking ; and when I did not attend him, he was angry. 
He had taken fuch a diflike to foups, that he could not 
bear the fight of them ; and thofe that brought them 
had a rough reception, fo that neither his mother 
nor any of -the domefticks would carry them to him. 
Thetc was none but I who did noj refufe that office. 
I went to carry them to him, and let his anger pafs^ 
then tried in an agreeable way to introduce them to him. 
And when his paffion increafed, I waited with pati- 
ence, after which I faid to him, " I had rather be 
** reprimanded feveral times a day, than caufe you 
"any harm, in not bringing you what is proper/* 
Sometimes he took them; at other times pulhed them 
back. But as he faw my perfeverance, he would at 
length fubmit to take them. ... 

When he was a little better, and I was carrying 
Something agreeable to him, then my mother-Jn-law 
\yould fnatch it out of my hands, and carry it herfelf. 
And as he thought I was not fo careful and tender 
of him, he would fly in a rage againft me, and exprefs 
great thankfulnefs to his mother. I filently fufFered it 
all. I ufcd all my ikill and endeavours to gain my 
mother-in-law's favour by my afliduities^ my prefents, 
my fervices ; but was not lucky enough to fucceed. 
How bitter and grievous, oh my God, would, fuch a 
life be, were it not for thee ? But thou fwcetened and 
reconciled me to it. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



ABOUT eight or nine months after my recovery 
from the Tmall-pox, ^Father La Combe, pafling by 
our houfe, brought me a letter from Father de laMoTTE*, 
After a fhort converfation we both defired a farther op- 
portunity. I thought that he either loved God^ or 
was difpofed to love him; and I wiflied every body 
to love him. God had already made ufe of mt for 
the converfion of three of his order. The ftrong'de- 
fire he had of feeing me again induced him to 
fome to our country-houfe, which was about half 
a leao;ue from the town. A little , accident which 
happened to him opened a way for me to fpeak tQ 
him. As he was in difcourfe with my hufband, who 
liked him much, he was taken unwell, and retired into 
the garden. My hufband bade me go and look after 
him, to fee what was the matter with him. I went.. 
He told me he had remarked in my countenance a 
deep inwardnefs and prefence of God, . which had 
given him a great defire to fee me again : . And Gop 
aflifted me to open to hini the interior path of the 
foul, and conveyed fo much grace to him through 
this poor channel, that he has owned to me fince, 
that he went away, changed into quite another 
man. I preferved an efteem for him-, for it ap- 
peared to me that he would be devoted to God ; but 

'^^ 

• He was ^ Bernabite, brother of Lady Guion, by the father ; 
9. malevolent, felfifh ecclefiafliG, as we (hall fee in the fecond and 
ihjrd Parts. 

S 2 I was 
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I. was at that time very far from forefeeing that ever 
I Ihould go to the place which he would be at. 

My 4iipofition at this time was a continual pfityer 
for the prefence of God, which was fo plentifully 
given-, that it fecmed to be more in me than my very 
lelf. The fenfibility thereof was fo powerful, fo pe- 
netrating, it feemed to me' irrefiftible ; and love took 
from me all liberty of my own. At other times I 
was fo dry, I felt nothing but the pain of abfence, 
which was the harder to me, as the divine Prefence 
had been before the more fenfible. In thefe altcrna- 
lives> when love was prefent, I forgot in fu6h a man- 
ner all my troubles and pains, that it a^ppeared to me 
as if I never had had any : And, in its abfence, it 
feemed as if it never would return to me again. I 
thought it was through fome faukT of mine it was re- 
tired; and that rendered me inconfolable. Had. I 
known ic had been a. condition through which it was 
neceflafy to pafs, I flxould not have been troubled i 
for my ftrong lov^ of the will of God would have 
rendered every thing eafy to me ,- the property of 
this prayer being to give a great love to the order erf" 
Goi^, with fo fublime and perfieft a reliance on him, 
as not to fear any thing, neither, dangers, death, fpi- 
fits nor thunder. It gives a great abftradlion from 
one*s felf, one*s own in,terefl:s, one's own reputation, 
and an utter difregard to every thing of the kind ; all 
being, fwallowed up in the one regard to the will of 
God. At home, I was accufed of every thing that 
was ill done, fpoiled, or broken. At firfl; I told the 
truth, and faid it was not I* They then perfifted, and 
accufed me of lying. I then made no reply. Befides, 
they told all this to fuch as came to the houfe. 
When I was afterwards alone with the fame perfons, 
I never undeceived them. I often heard fuch things 
&id of ok:, before my ffie^ds, as were enough co 
make them entertain a bad opinion of me. My i«ind 

kept 
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}itpl kl 'babitdtioTi in the tacit c'6rifck)ufneft of my 
own ifiUdcence, not concerning myfelf whether Aey 
thought Well or ill of me •, excluding all the ^vorld, 
All opinions g^ cenfiar^Sj out of my view, and mind- 
ing nothing dfe but the friendfhip of Gob only. 

If thi^igh infidelity I happ<?n^d at any time to juf- 
tilEy itlyfelf^ it did hot fucceed, and dfcw ujpon me 
few crofles both Wfthih and with6ut -, but riotwithftarid- 
Ing all thSt, I was To in lovfe with the crdfs, that the 
greajgeft ^fs of bll to rht tvould havie been to be with- 
drit afty. Wh^n thfe crofe was tak^n from me for any 
Ihort fpaoe, it feehifcd to itte that it was becaiife of the 
bad ufe! 1 had itjade of it ; and t-hat infidelity had de- 
prived m6 of fo grtat an advantage; for I i^evfer knew 
its vdliie bett^t- tfeift in its lefs. Ohj dear crofs^ my 
ffrithful com[iahioh ! As my Saviour became ihear- 
Bftte, Anly to die in thy arrfys-, flloUld hot 1 be con- 
fofniablip to hifft in thit.; And wHt hot thou be the 
itti^fc^ t>f whltrrtg -me to hihi forever ? I often faid to 
tft*fe, O *iy Love, |)ufii(h iM ahy other way ; but 
takenbt frt)m me the croft. This amiable crofs 
rehwhcd to me with fo much the 'if\chi6 force, as my 
defire for it was mpre vehement. I could not recon- 
cile two things, they appeared to me fo very oppofite : 
int. To defire the crofs with fo much ardor, arid to 

ftipporf it with fo miicfi pain, 

• • • 1 

G6d knows \*elli iti th^' admirable cecohom;^ he 
^JbTe^rv^Sj bo"^ to' rendi^fr the crofles hibre wei^htyi 
confofnuble to th^ ability of the crei'tvirfe to bear 
them ; giving il^ays new bnrfs, arid fuch as one does 
hot expeft. Htreby my 15bul began to be more re- 
figried, and to comprefhend the; (iate of abfence, arid 
bf waritihg what t longed fol*j to ht more profitable 
than that of abounding •, becaufe this latte^ hourifhed 
filf'hvif. If Gob did not aft thus, the fouf would he- 
v*r die to itfelf. That principle of Jklf^iove is fo craf- 
ty and dangerous, that it faftcns to every thing. 

What 
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What gave me moft uneafinefs, in this time of 
darknefs and crucifixion, both within and without, was 
an inconceivable readiriefs to be quick and hafty. 
When any anfw^r a little too lively efcaped me, which 
ferved not a little to humble ine, they faid,»" I wa^ 
" fallen into a mortal fin." A conduit no lefs rigo- 
rous than this was quite neceffary for me ; fot'I «ras 
fo proud, pafTionate and of an humour naturally 
thwarting, wanting always to carry matters my own 
way, and thinking my own reafons better than thofe 
of others ; that, had thou, oh my Gop ! fpared on me 
the ftrokes of the hammer, thou would never have 
polifhed me to thy liking, to be an inftrument for thy 
life. I was fo vain, I was ridiculous for. it. Ap- 
plaufe rendered me intolerable. I had the fault of 
praifing my friends to exccfs, and blaming others 
without reafon : But, the more criminal I have beeo^ 
the more I am indebted to thee, and the lefs of an)r 
good can I attribute to myfelf. Oh> how blind are 
men who attribute to other men the holinefs God puts 
in them ! I believe, my God, that thou haft faints 
i;7ho, under thy grace, owe much tp their own fidelity. 
As for me, I owe all to thee. I cannot acl>:npwledgq 
it too miich. 

In ads of charity I was, very affiduous. So great 
was my tendernefs for the poor^ that I wiftied to have 
fupplied all their wants, which I could not fee without 
reproaching myfelf for the plenty I enjoyed. I de- 
prived myfelf of all I could to help them. The very 
beft I was helped to at table was immediately, by the 
prder I had given, taken from me and carried to them. 
There were fe\y of the poor where I lived, who did 
not partake of n^y liberality. Being refufed by others, 
they came to me. I faid to thee. Oh my divine Love I 
It is rhy fubftance ; I am only the fteward of it, I 
ought to diftribute it according to thy will." I foun4 
means to relieve them without letting myfelf be 

known. 
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known, becaufe I had one who diftributed my alms 
privately. When there were, families who wcrp a- 
fliamed to take it in this way, I fcht it to them as 
if I owed them it. I clothed fuch as were naked, and 
caufed young girls t6 be taught how to get their live- 
lihood^ efpecially fuch^ as were handlbme, to the end 
that being employed, and having whereon to live, they 
might not be under a temptation to throw thcmfelves 
away. . God made ufe of me to reclaim feveral from 
their diforderly lives ^ and one there was of quality and 
beauty, who has fince made a happy end. I went to 
vifit the fick, to comfort them, to make their beds. I 
made ointments, drefled their wounds, buried their 
dead. I privately fumifhed artifts and tradefmen 
wherewith to keep up their (hops. My heart was 
much opened toward my fellow-creatures in diftrcfs : 
And I think, hardly any one could carry charity much 
farther than our Lord made me do, according to my 
eftate, both while married and fince. 

To purify me the more from the mixture I might 
make of his gifts with my own felf-love^ he gave me 
interior probations, which were very heavy. I began 
to experience that virtue, which had been fo eafy and 
delightful to me, became an infupportable weight; 
not that I did not love it extremely, but I found my- 
felf not in that noble pradice of it, of which the view 
had been given me. The more I loved it, tiie more I 
laboured to acquire fome virtue which I faw I wanted^ 
and I thought 1 fell into what was contrary to%t. My 
heart, indeed, was detached from all fenfual plea- 
fures. For thefe feveral years paft, it has feemed to 
me that my mind is fo abfent from the body, tha't I 
do things as if I did them not. If I eat or refrerfi 
myfelf, it is done with fuch an abfence, or fepararion, 
as I wonder at,, and with an entire mortification of the 
keennefs of femation for all the natural fuhftions. I 
hope I fay enough to be underftood. 

C H A P. 
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1^ O j::j:fume tbe thnjadof my hjftO/Fy> the ftn^U- 
. pox.hadfo, much hurt one of my eye$| t^aft;! 
\sfas a^ai4 I ihoulid iofe ic I h^ a g^nd a( thi&>cpr-^ 
nc;; of the eye, which was loofened* An^ imppftlHit|}( 
ajrofc from titji e to time, between the r^ and ihPi 
eye^ whif h gayc me efqm&tc pain till it ^f ^ fenccjii. 
Itfwelka.aU ray hea^ to that degree that- 1 c-ouid n^ 
bear even a pillow. The leaft ijpifc . Mfas a pMsnj^- 
ment, though fometimes they made a gre^t one in my 
chaffiber.*, ^d j^et ^is.v^as a good time to n^e. {or 
twp reafons, the firlt, bec^^ufe I was left in bed alooi^* 
where! had a fwect retreat without inierruption-; thf 
other, becaufeit apfwer^dttie ^efire^which I had ftftcjc 
fuffering: Which deifire was fo great, that all the 
ajufterities. ^ the .body would h^v^' been bijt ^s a 
drop^ot vwter to quench fq great a fire. . *'hp\ 9.lher$' 
b jefc thciiifelves in their eafc pr gaiety^ grwdwr Of 

, •• HERfi fhe nxpntiojis. iijorj? of, bodily, auft^ites w)iichih« 10- 
flided on herfelf. Wien Ibe was violently afflj&ed^with. the tcoth-. 
acli, (hfc \vou!(J not'fuffer a tooth to be drawn ; but when. her^ 
taelkce«f^d(6 ach (he got them drawn ; when they ached', (he^t-^ 
cou^Bted tbei9 her g$>pd^frirnds» %iid regrette^^he lo($ of themSuritlf' 
outpa^^f Once Oie call: mdted 1^ on her. naked fieih* . b«£ > 10^ 
ftead of (laying to do her any harm ^ it prefpntly ran off". .1^. 
fealing letters (he let fall the hot Spanilh fealing-wax. That did 
more, harm becaufe it naturally fiicks : When (he held a wax- 
caadlt, (he let it, bam her .for a.lQag time till it went Out. ** I'hcie, 
** Jh£. aMu are. fcarc^ worthy tp be called cro£Ees. Onr ewn 
<^ choice can only caufe light oo^s« It belongs to a croo(ied J^-^ 
sus to cat them oat his own way, to render them heavy. 1 do 
not wonder at his being painted, at work in the (hop of his 
father St. Joseph, making, cro&s. O how (kilfulhe isSn that 
•« bafineft!" '1 

' ' • . 

, plQaCore^ «. 

^ N. B. Page 81, line 15, /br he-nol ftrike, read he did not ftrifce. 
page 106, line 1 3, for fee read fct. 
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plcafures, poor temporary hcaVcns: As for mc my 
defircs were all turned another way, even to the. filent 
path of fuffering for Christ, and to be united to him, 
through the mortification of all that was of nature in 
me, that my fenfes, appetites and will, being dead 
to thelc, might wholly live in him. 

I ASKED, and obtained leave to go to Paris for the 
cure of my eye : And yet it was not in reality for that, 
fo much as to fee Monfieur Be r tot, whom Mother 
Granger had lately afligned to^m^ for my dire6kor, 
who was a man of great experience. I then went to 
take my leave of my father, who embraced me with 
very great tendernefs, neither of us thinking then that 
it would be the laft time, 

Paris was a place no more to fear for me. The 
throngs only ferved the more to draw me into a deep 
recolledion. And the noife of the ftreets augmented my 
inward prayer. J law Monfieur Bertot, who did not 
prove of that fervice to me, which he would have 
done if I had then had the gift of explaining myfelf : 
But though I wifhed earneftly to hide nothing from him, 
yet God held me fo clofc to himfelf, that f could tell 
him fcarce any thing at all. As fooa as I fpoke to 
liim, every thing was taken out of my mind, fo that 
I could remember nothing but fpme tew faults which 
I told him. As I faw him very feldom, as nothing 
flayed in my mind, and as I read of nothing any way 
refembling my cafe, I knew not how to open myfelf 
upon it. Befide I defired to make nothing known, 
but the evil which was in mc. Therefore Monfieur Ber- 
tot knew, me not till aft^r his death. This was of 
great utility to me, for taking away every fupport, 
and making me die to myfelf. 

1 WENT to pafs the ten days, from the afcenfion to 
pentecoft or whitfuntide, at an. Abbey four leagues from 
PariSy the Abbefs of which had a particular friendftiip 

T Cq? 
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for mc. Here my union with Gbo feemed to be coii- 
ftant and continual, becoming always more (imple, 
iDut ac tte fame time more clofe and intimate. 

On fhe day of St. Erasmus, patron of that monaf- 
tery> I awaked fuddenly it four o'clock in the md^r^ 
ning, with a ftrong impreflion on my mind, that my 
father was dead : And though at that time my jbul 
was in a very great contentment, yet my love for him 
aflfeAed it with forrow, and my body with weak^efs^ 
Under the ftrdkes and daily troubles which befell me, 
my will was fo fubfcrvient to thine, oh my Gop, that 
there feemed to be an union of will betwixt us. There 
deemed to be no will left in me but thine only. My 
own will difappeared, and no dcfircs, tendencies or in- 
clinations left, but to the ohe fole objefl: of whatever 
was molt pleafing to thee, be it what it would. If I 
had a will, it appeared to me that it ivas with thine 
like two well-timed lutes in concert : That which is not 
touched renders the fame found as that which is touch- 
ed : It is but one and the fame found, one pure 
harmony. It is this union of the will which eftabliflies 
in perfeft peace. Yet though my own will was loft, 
as to its operations, I have found fince, in the ftrange 
conditions I have been obliged topafe through, how 
much it had yet to coft me to have it totally loft, as to 
all its pFopeities in all the circumftances, and whole est- 
tent thereof, in order that the foul fhould retain no 
.'more any incereft or defire, of its own, of either 
time or eternity, but only the intereft of God alone, 
in the manner that is known to himfelf, and not in our 
way of conceiving. How many fouls are there which 
think their own wills quite loft, while they are yet 
very far from it ! They would find they flill fubfift, 
if they tpet with hard probations. Who is there 
who does not wilh fomethins for himfelf, either 6f in- 
tereft, wealth, honour, pleanire, conveniency, liberty, 
&c. ? 'And he who thinks his mind loofe from a.U 
thefe objefts, becaufe he poffeflcs them, would foon 

perceive 
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perceive his artacbment . to thgiBj-were, he ftcipped^f ' 
thofe he is poflefled of. If there are found in a whole 
^gc three perfons fo dead to every? thing, as, to b^ ut- 
terly refigned to providence without ai)yiexceptto% 
they may. weil pafs for prodigies of grace. As. I ana 
not miftrefs of what I write, I follow not any oyder: 
.But it makes little, matter... . 

In the aftcrpoon as I was with the Abbefs, Itold her 
I had ftrong prcfentiments of my fatheic's death. In- 
deed I could hardly fpeak, I was fo afFef^ed • within, , 
aod enfeebleci without. Prefently came one to tell her 
that flie was wanted in the parlour. It was a man 
that had rid poft, and was come exprefs, with .lan ac- 
count from my hulband that my father was fallen iU. 
And as it held him only twelve hours, he was there- 
fore by this time dead. The Abbefs returning fay$. 
Here is a letter from your hufband, who^ writes 
that your father is taken violently ill.'* I faid to hef, 
** He is dead, I cannot have a doubt about it.** I feiit 
away to Paris immediately, to hire a hackney coach, 
to go the fooner. Mine waited for n;>e at thie Mid- 
way. I went ^ at nine o'cjqck at night. They faid, 
" i was going to dcftroy mylelf ? I had nobody gf 
my acquaintance with me 4 fori had fent away my 
chambermaid to PariSy to put every thing in order 
there ; and being in a religious bouie, I had no mind 
to keep any footman with mp there. The Abbefs told 
me, " that fince I thought .my- father was dead, it 
** would be raflinefs in me xo, epcpoi^ myfclf, ^pd run 
the rifque of my life in that manner ; that coaches 
could nardly pafs the way J was going, it being no 
** beaten road." I anfwered, , " that! it was my indif- 
" penfable duty to g9,tOjfoc9Pur my father, and that 
*' I ought ,i?6t,,,on a bare appreheiifion, to exempt my* 
' " felt from it.'* J w.ent thea atone, abandoned > to 
bppvideoce, with; people unkpp^5ln* My weaknefs wa^ 
)^ gi;^af> tjiat I could hardly keep my feat in the coach, 
' • ' ' . T 2 . and 
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iand was forced okcn to gee out, on account: of dange- 
n>us fpots in the road. 

In this way was I obliged, abdut midnight, to cro& 
9, fbreft, noted for murders and robberies committed 
there. The boldeft perfon dreaded it ; my refignation 
left ine fcarce any room to think at all about it. Oh bow 
many fears and vexations does a rcfigned foul fparc 
itfdr ! Thus all alone I went to within five leagues 
of my own habitation, where, when I arrived, I found 
my confefibr with one of my relations who was wait- 
ing for me. The fweet confolation I had enjoyed, 
when alone, was nov/ interrupted. My confeffor, ig- 
.fiorant of my condition, treated it with contempt, and 
allowed me not any liberty. My .* grief was of fuch a 
nature that I could not ihed a tear. And I was alham- 
ed to hear a thing, which I kncw/but too well, \*ith- 
ouc giving any exterior mark of grief. The conditi- 
on I was in did not permit me to ^cak, or to do fuch 
things as are ufually expected from perfons of piety. 
I could do nothing elfe but love and keep filence. . 

I FbuND on my arrival at home, that my father was 
buried, on account of the exceffive hiat It was t^n 
o'clock at night. All wore the h^bit of raourningi I 
had travelled thirty leagues in a day and a night, A$ 
1 was very weak, not having taken any nourifhmcnt, 
I was inftantly put to bed. 

About two o'clock in the morning my hufband got 
up, and having gone out of my chamber, he returned 
presently, crying out with all his might, " My daugh- 
" ter is dead." She was my only daughter, as dearly 
beloved as truly lovely. She had fo many graces both of 
body and mind conferred on her, that one mufi have 
been infenfible not to* have loved her. She had an 
extraordinary fharc of love to God. Often was fhe 
found in corners at prayer. She was fcvcral times 
whipt by her grandmother, becaufe flie faid, "She 

*' would 
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" would never ha VC' an jr other hofband but oar LeitD^^ 
yet could ihe never make her fay otherwife. She : was 
innocent and modeft as a little angel ; very dutiful and 
endearing, and withal very bcaudful. -Her* father 
doated on her, and to me Ihc wai very dear^'TOroh 
more for the qualities ofiiiePimipd than thofe of her 
body. I looked upon her as- my* only coniblatian on 
earth': For Ihc had as mircL , of -afFedion foif rpe^ as 
her brother of averfion "and contempts She died of an 
unfeafonablc bleeding: But what (hall I fay ? flie died 
by the hands of him who was pkafed, for wife reaions 
of his own, to ftrip me of all. : o; •. 

There now remained to me only the fon of my 

-forrow. He fell ill to the point of death, but was rc- 
ftored at the prayer of Mother Gramger, now isy 
only confotatit)n after God. 1 no more wcpc for my 
child than for my father. I could only fay, '^Thoo, 
*j^ oh Lord, gave her to mc; It pleafcs thet^^tafcc 
" her back again, for flic was thine/.* As for my fa- 
ther, his virtue was fo generally known, -and there 
would be fo many things to fay of him that, T muft 
rather be Glent, than jcnter upon the fubjed:. His re- 
liance on GoD( his faith and patience were iwonderful. 
He was the fcourge of herefy and innovations. ^ My 

" father and daughter died in the nionth of July 1672. 
From henceforth crofles were not fpared me ; And thb* 
I have had abundance of them hitherto, yet they weVc 
only the fhadows of thofe which I have been Gnce oblig- 
ed to pafs through, purfuant to a marriage contradl, 
which 1 had newly entered into with our Lord Jxps 
Christ. In this fpiricual marriage I claimed i for njy 
dovvry only crofles^ fcourges, perfecutions, ignomi- 

' nies, lowlincfs, nothingnefs of felf, which inhisgceat 
gobdnefs, and for wife- ends, as I have fcen he has 

• befenplcafcd to confer on me.* 

♦;Shb writes that Mother Gr a n ofe r hafl drawn Ap this mar- 
' iiagecontri?^ for heis and fent her it on ^jktg^ifiien'r cve^ !<:> be de- 
,: . ; . . vontly 
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Oirtfac:(ky 3Dfrfthii^/^iWJ5^^ in th6fame 
year 1672, being in great d^ftwSj'yn accbunf *i)f'thc 
redoubling of outward and inward crofles, I went into 
my clofet to give vent to my grief. M. Bertot, my 
direftor when at 'Paris^ was brought into my mind, 
with this wi(h, Obfbttt ht was^fenftbte of tvhal Ifuffer! 
Tho* he writ but very feldom, and. with great diffi- 
culty, yet he writ me a letter dated the fame day about 
the crofs, the fineft and moft confolatory he ever writ 
me on that fubjeft. Sometimes my fpirit was fo op- 
prcffcd with continual crofles, which fcarce gave me 
any relaxation, that when alorie my eyes turned ey^ry 
way,' t6 fee if they could find any thing to give fome 
'teliiE' A word,"'aL figfi, a trifle, or to know that any 
one^tobk part in my grief, would have been' fome 
cotrtftff'-, Ixit that was not granted me, not even to 
look ' tOward'Keaven, or make ^ny complaint. Love 
held 'rae then fo clolS, that it wotfld have this miferablp 
nature to perifh, without giving it any fupport or nou- 
rifiimehe. Oh mydcareft Lord ! thou yet gave my 
fdul a vidorious fupport, which made it triumph ov^ 
all the weakneffcs m' nature, and took thy knife in thy 
hand to deftroy //without relaxation. And yet this 
iiature is fo pervcrfe, and fo full of artlEces to fave its 
llfeV'that at laft it took the courfe of nourilhing itfelf 
with its own defpaif, and with its fidelity under fuch hea- 
vyand continual bppreflion, and withal fought to con- 
<;«4t the value it attributed thereto : .But thy eyes,, oh 
my divine Love, were too penetratffi^ riot to difcover 
rtJWf fubtilty. Wherefore, thou, oh my. Shepherd, 
feftteiiged thy eonduft toward it. Thou fpmetimes 
^■AMtiforted it with iiy crook and thy ft off ^ that is to fay 

voQtly figned by her in form, ancl'With the marriage ceremoniei, 
ofk the Bext day behig MagdaUn^s diiy. 

On this (he writes, « Itfeemed to me then that God made of 
** me his living temple, and cohfecrated me to liirofelf,. fealed. me 
«« with the iigii of tfle trofs, the mafic he'Tetl'on his nioft^ feledl i 

<< friends, as St. John fhews in his Revelations. Chap. vii. 3. 

by 
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by thy conduft as loving as it was crucifying; but it 
was onjy to reduce it to t^c laft ihifcs or cxtrcmfities, 
as I ihall Ihew in the fcquel. » 
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L A D YJ whom I was ufed fometimes to vifit, go- 
yernefs of our town, had taken a particulsw 
Irking to me, bccaufe, (as fhe was pleafed fo fay) my 
perfon and manners, were agreeable to her. She wo^i^ 
fometimes tell me that ftie obferved io me fomethiiig 
' extraordinary and uncommon, I believe the inwar^ 
attraftion of my foul appeared on my very coijnte- 
nance : For one day a gentleman of falbion faid .tQ 
my hufband*s aunt, " I (aw the Lady your nitqt ^ an4 
it is very vifiblc that Ihe does not lofe the pr^fence 
** of God/' Which, being rclared to me, furprized 
me greatly, little thinking that fuch an one a$ he 
knew what it was to have God ^thus prefent. This 
lady, I fay, began to be touched with the.fenf8.'of 
God: For, wanting once to take me to ;he play, I 
refufed to go ; as I never did go to it, making ufe of 
the pretext of my hufband's continual indifppfitions. 
She prefled me exceedingly, and faid, ** I fliould not 
** fufFer them to hinder me from taking fome diver- 
•* fion J and that I was not of an age to be confii^ 
** with the fick like a nyrfc/' I told her what -rea^ 
fons I had for ading fo. SFic then perceived that it 
was mpre from a principle of piety, than the inciifpo- 
fuiohs of my hufband, that I did not go. Infifting to 
know my fentimcnt of plays, I told her, ** I entirely 
** difapproved of them, and efpecially. l^or chrifl-ian 
•^ women :" And as flie was far more advanced in 

:...••' years 
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years than I was, what I then faid made fuch an im- 
preffion on her mind, that fhe never after went to * 
the play. 

Being once with her, and another lady fond of talk- 
ing, one who had read the fathers, they fpokc much 
of God. This lady fpoke learnedly of him. I faid 
Icarce any thing, being inwardly drawn to filence, and 
troubled at fuch kind of talk of him. The lady, my 
acquaintance, came next day t6 fee me, " God had 
" fo touched her heart, that ftie could ftand out no 
" longer." I attributed this touch to fomething the 
other lady had fpoken : But flie faid to me, " Your ^ 
" filence had fomething in it which penetrated to the 
** bottom of my foul : And I could not relilh what 
** the other faid." Then we fpoke to one another 
with open hearts. 

It was then, oh my God, that thou entered into 
the bottom of her foul, never more to retire. She 
continued fo hungry after thee, as to be fcarce able to ^ J 

bear the mention of any thing befide. As thou would 
have her wholly thine, at the end' of three months 
thou removed from her a moft afFeftionate and be- 
loved hufband. Thou fen t her fuch terrible croiTes, 
and at the fame time fuch abundance of thy grace, as J 

ro become thereby the abfolute matter of her heart. 
After the death of her hufband, and the lofs of moft i 

of her fortune, fhe went to refide four leagues from 
our houfe, on a fmajl eftate, which yet remained 
tof her. She obtained my hufband's confent to my 
gcJing to pafs a week with her, to c(Mifole her under •j 

her lofles. God gave her by my means all fhe wanted, ' j 

She had a great (hare of underflanding, but was fur- ' 

prized at my exprefTmg things to her fo far above my 
natural capacity. I fhould have been furprized at it 
myfelf, had I reflefted on it: But it .was God who 
gave me them for her fake, diflFufing a flood fif grace 
into her foul^ without regarding the unworthinefs of 

the ^ 
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the channel he was pleafed to make tife of. Since that 
time her foul has been the temple of the Holyi-ghoft, 
and our- hearts have been united with a band never to 
be ^flblvc<L vi£i i-r.-^c..^ i. 
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r My huftwhd . and; T took -a tlittle journey togetTieV, 
itL'wlvchr both .my cefignation and humiliation w^re ex- 
erciifed, .i^ithSut cofting jne hny thing v • divine grace 
was'my/pot^rerftrhfapport/*^ Wr had hke. to have 2iU 
periflaed inrfrriwerr SJhereft of the company in a def- 
pcrate- fright threw themfcbcswirof the coach, 'which 
futtk in the moving find. * I xontinued ia much in* 
wardly occupied, that I did pot once think of the 
danger. G o d dcHveied me from ir, without my 
thought of avoiding it. I was quite eafy to leffve 
myfelf to be drowned, had he permitted it. It may 
be faid, " I was ra(h ;" I believe I was fo: Yet I 
rather chafe* to' perifh, trufting.in God, than make 
my efcape in a dependence on myfelf. But what fay 
I ? We do not perifh, but for want of truftingin 
him. My pleafure is to be indebted to him for every 
thing. This renders me content in my miferies, which 
I wouH rather keep all my life long, in a ftate of re- 
fignation to him, than put an end to them, in a de- 
pendence on myfelf. However I would not advife 
others to afl: thus, unlefs they were in the fame dilpo- 
iition which at that time I was in. 

As my hufband'3 maladies daily increafed ; he re<^ 
folved to go to St. Reine, ^the holy queen or bleflcd 
Vii^inj for whom he had a great devotion; he ap- 
peared very defirous of having none but me with him, 
and told me one day, " If they never fpoke to me 
'^ agaihift you,. I Ihould be more eafy, and you more 
** happy." In this journey I committed many faults 
of feif'kvi^ and felf-feeking \ and yet being in a deep 
interior rtfignation, I had reafon enough td experience 
what I ihould be without thy fatherly care,' oh my 
God. For ibmc time paft, thou hadft withdrawn from 
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tnt .that fweet interior cofrefpon'dence whkh before I 
had only to follow. I was become like a poor travel- • 
ler that had loft his way in the nighty and coiild fi»\d 
no way, path, or track : But as I referve for another 
place the defcription of the terrible darknefs through 
which I pafiEbd, I (hall herd continue the thread of my' 
hiilory. My huiband at bis return from Sc. R£inb, 
paffed by St. Edm. For having now 00 children but 
my firft-born fon, who was often at the gates of death v 
he wifhcd exceedingly for heirs, and prayed for them 
i&arneftly by the interceflion of that faint. Gop granted 
his defire, and gave me a fecond fon. The approach 
of my lying-in was tome a time of great ccmfolation. 
And though in my delivery I had a ievere time, the 
love I had for the ctois made me lodk on it all with 
pleafure. . I rqbiccd becafufe nature had fo much to 
fufier. Befide, as I was feveral weeks, after my deli- 
very,- without any one daring to fpeak to me, on ac* 
eount of my great weaknefs^ it was for me a time of 
retreat and of filence, wherein I tried to indemnify 
myfelf for the I0& of time I had fuftained in the 
others^ to pray to thee, my Goo, and to continue alone 
wit)i thee. I may fay that during the nine months of 
my pregnancy, God took a new pofieffion of me, 
and left me not. It was to me a time of continual 
joy without interruption. As I had experienced many 
inward difficulties, weaknefTes and wichdrawings of my 
Love, it was for me a new life. It feemed as if I was 
dready iri the fruition of beatitude. But how dear did 
this happy time coft me, ftncc it was only a prepara* 
tive to a total privation of feveral years, witliout any 
ilrpporc, or hope of return ! It begaa with the death 
of one Mrho had been my only confoiation afdet* God. 
Thx$ was Mother Grangsr. Be&re my return from 
St. kziut I heard fhc was dead. 

W«EM I received this news, I confefs it was tome 
the moft fenfible af&iding ftrokc I had ever yet felt. 
J thought) had I ,been with hei" at her death, I might 

have 
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hive fpokc to lier, and Toceivcd her laft iftftyu(?lk>ns -: 
But God has fo ordered it that t have been abfent ia 
c^moft all my lofles, in order to render the ftrokes the 
inOre painful. Some months indeed before her death, 
I had fuch a fight of it, that though I could not fee 
iicp< but with extreme difficulty, and fuffering for it, 
yet (he was a fupport to me: And the Lo^rd let 
me know that it would be a benefit for me to be de- 
prived of her : But at the time flie died that -was not 
prefent with me. !t was in that trying feafan when 
my paths were flopped, and the very ground turned 
up, that ihe was taken from me, who might have 
guided me in hiy lonefome and difficult road -, all co- 
vered as it was with precipices, and entangled with 
briars and thorns. 

Oh condud all adorable of my Goet! There muft 
be no guide for the perfon whom he-is leading into 
the regions of darknefs and death •, no conduftor for 
the man whom he is determined to dtrftroy, ( /. e. to 
caufe to die totally to himfclf.) After having faved 
mc with Jo much mercy, O my Love ; after having 
led me by the hand in ringed paths, it feems tho\i 
v^ft bent on my deftruftion. May it not ht laid thcCt 
thou doft not fave but to deftroy, nor go to feck the 
loft Iheep, but to caufe it to tie yet mope loft ; that 
thou art pleaied in building what is demblifhed, and 
in demolilhing wh^t is built. — Oh fccrets of the in- 
comprehenfible .wifdom of God, unknown to any be^ 
fide himfelf ! — Yet men, fprung up only of a few 
days, w^nt to penctratei and u^ let bounds to it. Who 
is it that hath known the mind of the Lord, or who 
hath been his counfellor ? It is a wifdom oaly to be 
known through death to every thmg, and through the 
entire lofs of aH felf. She died in a lethargy ; aod aS 
they fpoke to her about me, with a defign to wake 
her, (he anfwered, " I have always loved her i-nOop, 
H and for God j** and fpc^e no more. 

V2 . Mv 
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My brother now openly (hewed his Jiatred for me* 
He married at Orleans^ and my huftand had the com- 
plaifance to go to his marriage, though he was in a 
poor ftate of health, . the roads bad, and fo coveted 
vith fnoW, that we had like to have been overfet 
more than fifteen times : And y^t, far from acka^w- 
ledging it, my brother quarrelled with him more thai? 
ever, and without any rcafon too ; and I was the but( 
of both their refentments. While I was at Orleans^ 
meeting with a Jefuit, whom at that time I thought 
highly of, I was too forward and free in fpeaking 
to him of fpiritual things, thinking I was doing well, 
bi^t had a remorfe for it afterwards ; which I fo re- 
membered, that I no more fell into the like fault again. 
How often does /one miftake nature for grace ! One 
muft be dead to one's felf, when fucH forwardnefs is 
from God only. 

*,«■". 

At my coming away, my brother treated, me with 
.the utmoft contempt : Yet, on the road, my mind 
"was fo much drawn inward, that though we had much 
more danger than in going, I had no thought about 
myfelf, but only about my hufband -, fo that leeing the 
coach overturning, I faid ** Fear not, it is on my fide 
>' that it falls; it wijl not hurl you." I believe, had 
all penlhed, 1 (hould not have been moved, my peace 
was fo profound that nothing could fhakc it. If thefe 
times continued, we (hould be too ftrong. But they 
now began to come but feldom, and to be followed 
with long and wearifome privations. Though fince 
that time my brother is changed for the better, and 
has turned on the fide of God, yet he has never turned 
for me. It is a particular permiffion of God, and the 
conduft of his Providence over my foul, which has 
cauf^d him and other religious perfons, who have per- 
fecuted me, to think they were rendering glory to 
God, and .doing adions of juftice therein. And in- 
deed what greater juftice than that all creatures fliould 
be treacherous to me, and declare againfl: me, who 

have 
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have too many times been treacherous to God, and 
fidcd with the contrary patcy ! 

After this there fell out a very perplexing affair; 
To me it caufed great croflfes, and feemed to have 
been defigned for nothing elfe. There was a certain 
perfon who had conceived fo much malice againft my 
hu(band, that he was determined by any means to ruirt 
him if poffible. He found no other way to do it, biu: 
by entering into a private agreement with my bro- 
ther •, by which he obtained a power to demand, in 
the name of Monsieur, the king's brother, two hun- 
dred thoufand livres, which he pretended to make ap-. 
pear that my brother and I were indebted to him. My 
brother figned the proceffes, upon an afiurance given 
him, that he (hould not pay any thing. 1 think his 
youth engaged him in what he did not underftand. 
This affair fo chagrined my hufband, and with reafon 
too, that I have room* to believe it fhortened his days. 
* He was fo angry at me, though I was innocent,, that 
he could not fpeak to me but with rage. He would 
give me no light into the affair, and I did not know 
in what it confifled. In the height of his rage, he 
faid he would . not meddle in it, but give me up my 
portion, and let me live as I could -, with many other 
things ftill mote harfh. On the other fide my brother , 
would not (tir in it, nor fuffer it to be done. The day 
when the trial wais to come on, there were feveral of 
the judges, who were both judges and parties. After 
niafs, 1 felt myfelf ftrongly preffed to go to thctti. 
I was wonderfully affiflcd herein, even fo as to difcd- 
ver and unravel all the turns and artifices of this affair, 
without knowing how I could have been able to do it. 
The firft judge was fo furprizcd to fee the affair fo 
very different from what he had thought of it before, 
that he himfelf exhorted me to go to the other judges, 
and efpecially to the intcndanr, who was juft then go- 
ing to* court, and was quite mifinformed about it. 

Goo 
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Goo enabled me to manlfeft the truth in fo clear ' ft ' 
iight, and gave^ fuch force to my Word,« thereupon, 
that the intendant thanked me for having fo fealbnably 
come to 'undeceive him, and fet him to rights in the 
matter. Had not I done this, he aflured me the afiak* 
had been loft. And as they law the falfehood of tve- 
ry article, they would have condemned the plaintiflF 
to the cofts, if* it had not been fo great a prince, who 
lent his name to the officers that deceived him. To 
fave the honour of the prince, they ordered us to' pay 
him fifty crowns. Hereby the two hundred thoumnd 
livres were reduced to only one hundred and fifty. 
My hufband was exceedingly pleafcd with what I had 
done : But , my brother appeared outrageous againft 
me, to fuch a degree, that had I caufed him fom'e very 
great lols, he could fcarce have been more fo. Thus 
moderately at once ended an affair, which before had 
looked fo frightful. 
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ABOUT this time I fell into a ftate of total privai^ 
tion which continued near feven years. I feertied 
to myfelf caft down, as it were, from the throne of 
God, like Nebuchadnezzar, to live among beaftsj 
a deplorable ftate, yet of the greateft advantage to 
me, by the ufe which divine Wifdom made of it. 
This ftate of emptinefs, darknefs^ and inability to do 
good, went far beyond any trials I had cvtr yet met 
with. I have experienced fince that the prayer of the 
he^rt, when it appears moft dry and inefFedual, yet 
is not offered in vain. For Gop gives what is beft 

for 
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/or U8> though not what wc wiflu Oh, were people 
but convinced of this truth ; far from Complaining 
all their life long, they would employ it only in 
making ufe, even in death and a crucified faithfulnefs, 
of the fituation God brings them into. Hence, by 
.caufing us death ^fegy would procure us life ; for it is 
ja wonderful thing, as all our happinefs, fpiritual, 
temporal and eternal, confilh in refigning ourfelves to ' 
God, leaving \t .to him to do in us and with us as 
he pleafes^ and with fo much the more fubmiffion, as 
.thing3 pleafe us lefs 5 bow, by this pure dependence 
on his fpirit, every thing is given us ; and in the 
hand of God every thing profits us admirably : Qur 
very weaknefles, in his hand, prove a fource of hu- 
miliation. If the foul were faithful to leave itfclf in 
the hand of GoD, fuftaining all his operations whe- 
ther gratifying or mortifying, foffering itfelf to be 
conducted, from moment to moment, by his hand, and 
dcftroyed by the ftrokes of his Providence, without 
complaining, or wanting any thing but what it has; 
it would foon arrive at the experience of the eternal 
truth, though it might not know till late the ways and 
methods of conduft ufed by God over, it. 

But the misfortune is, that people want to dired 
QoD, inftead of re£gning themfelves to be direded by 
him. They want to Ihew him a way, inftead of paf- 
fively following that which he cafts up for them. And 
from hence many fouls, called to enjoy God himfelf, 
^nd not barely his gifts, pais ^11 their lives in running 
n^tj^ little conlblations, and feeding on them^ ^!^^^^ 
there, and making all their happinefs to conlift 
therein. 

For you, my dear children, if my chains and my 
imprifonment have any place with you, I pray that 
they may ferve to engage you to feek nothing but 
God .for himfclf, - and never to defire to pofTefs him 

but 
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but by the death of your whole felves, never to 
feelc to be fomething in the ways 0/ the fpirit, but 
chufe ye to enter into the moft profound nothing- 
-ncls. ' ^ : \ . \- . 

I C01TI4D no: pray. , Heaven mm ft^ut Up for n*r, 
and \ thought juftly. I- could get ;io confolatiDn^ 
nor make any complaint thereupon: Nor \had I any 
creature on earth to apply to^ or impart my condi- 
'tlpn to. I found myfelf banilhcd from all beings, 
without finding a fupport or refuge in anything. I 
could no more pradlifc any virtue ; fuch as had been 
familiar to me feemed now to have left me. "-Oh, 
•*' /aid /, is it poflible that this heart, formerly all 0n 
*^ .fire, fhould be now become like ice?" I often 
thought all creatures combined againft me. Loaden 
with a weight of pafl: fins, and a" multitude of nevf 
ones, I could not think God would ever pardon mc, 
but looked on myfelf as a vi(Skim defighed for hell. 
I would have been glad to do pt^nances, - to make ufc 
of prayers, pilgrimages and vows : But flill whatever 
I tried for a remedy feemed only to increafe the ma- 
lady. I may fay that tears wete- my drink, and for-, 
row . my food. I felt in myfelf flicK a pain as [ 
never could bring any to comprehend, but fuch as 
have experienced it. I had within myfelf an execii- 
tioner v/ho tortured me without rcfpite. Even when I 
went .to church, 1 could not ftay there: At mafs, I 
could give no attention to it : It was now of no fervice 
to me. I fcarce conceived, or underftood any thiflg 
at it, or about it. Heretofore, I had endured pain 
with pleafure, and rejoiced' at the fight of danger ; but 
now a little of the former put me in ai fret, and the 
fhadow of the latter threw me. into a fright- 
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CHAP. XXII. 

As my hufband dre^ near his cnc|, his diftempejs 
had no irttermiflion. No fooner was he in ap- 
pearance recovered from one but he fell into another. 
Gout, fever, gravel, fucceeded one another.. He bore 
great pains with much patience, oflFering them to God, 
and making a good ufe of them : Yet his anger toward 
me increafed, becaufe reports and ftories of m^ were 
multiplied ' to him^ and thofe about him did nothing 
but vex him. He was the more fufceptible of fuch im- 
pfeffions, as his pains gave him a ftronger bent to vex- 
ation. At this time the maid, who had ufed to tor- 
ment me, fometimes took pity on me. She came to 
me as foon as I was gone into my clofet, and faid. 
Come to mafter, that your mother-in-law may not 
fpeak to him any more againft you.** I pretended 
to be ignorant of it all ; but he could not conceal his 
difplealure, nor even fuffer me near him. My mother- 
in-law at the fame time kept no meafure. All that 
came to the houfe were witnefles of the continual 
fcoldings, which I was forced to bear, and which I 
bore with much patience, notwithftanding my being 
in the condition I have mentioned. 

Mv hufband having, fometimc before his death, 
fini(hed the building' of the chapel in the country 
where we fpent a part of the fummer, I had the con- 
venicncy of hearing ma6 every day, and of the com- 
munion ; but not daring to do' it openly cvety day, 
the prieft privately kept a hoft ; and as loon as the 
people were gone out, he admitted me to the commu^ 
nion. They folemnized the dedication of this little 
chapeV, and though I had already begun to enter 'into 
the condition I have defcribed, yet when they began 
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to blefs it, I felt myfelf all oh a fudden inwardly feiz- 
cd; which continued more than five hours, all the j 

time of the ceremony, when our Lord made a new ] 

confecration of me to himfelf. I then feemed to my- 
felf a temple confecratcd ,to him, both for time, and 
for eternity •, and faid in myfelf, " May this temple 
never be profaned, (fpeaking both of the one and 
the other) May the praifes of my Gop be fung, th^re- 
*' in for ^ver !" It feemed to me at that time as if my 
prayer was granted. But foon was all this takf n from 
me, and not fo much as any remembrance ther<K)f l^t 
to confole me. 

When I was at this country houfe, which was only 
a little houfe for diverfiofi, before this chapel wm 
built, I retired for prayer to woods and caverns. How 
many times^ here, has God prefcrvcd mt from di^n- 
rcrous and venemous bcafts ! fometimes at unawares-,* J 
:neeled upon ferpents, w4iich were there in great 
plenty, and they fled away without doing me any 
harm. Once I happened to be alone in a little woocly 
in 'which was a mad bull. I had an antipathy for I 

thefe animals, and they for me, to fuch a degree as to 
fin^e me out among feyeral perfons, and run after 
me. Every one cried out for fear \ but, without oflfer* 
ing me the kaft hurt, he betook hiififeif to flight. If 
I could recount all the providences of God in my fa- 
vour, it would appear wpnderful : They were indeed 
fo frequent and fo continual, that I could not but be 
aftonifhed at them. God everkftingly gives to fuch 
as have nothing wherewith to repay hinei. If there 
appears in the creature any fidelity or patience, it 
is he alone who gives it : If he ceafes, for an inftant, 
to fupport ; if he fecm to leave me to myfelf, 1 cbafe 
to be itrong, and find myfelf weaker than any Qthej 
creature. If my mileries ihew what I am, his hvwrs 
fhew what he is, and the extreme neccfiity I ajn undpr 
of ever depending on him. But in writing I aifti fre- 
quently apt to ;wattdf p. 

As 
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J A| I grew big with my daughjtcr, and wasUkc. to 
idk, ^iey fpared me for fomc tiipe \ for I was fo extreme- 
ly^ itt that the doftori gave me over. At laft, after hav- 
ing paflcd twelve years and four months in the croflcs 
of marriage, as great as poffibIe> except poverty which 

. I never knew, tnough I had much delired it, God 
drew me out of that ftate (after the manner I am going 

. to relate) to gjve me llill ftronger crofles to bear, and 
of fuch a nature as I had never met with before: For if 
yoa give attention, fir, to the life which you have or- 
dered me to yrite, you will remark .that my cro&s 
have been increafin^ till the prefent time, I only coming 

. opt of ,/one to enter mto another ftill heavier. Amidft 
the great troubles impofed upon mc, when they faid, 
" I was in a mortal fin," I had nobody in the world to 
ijpeak to. I could have wiQied to have had fomebody 
ior a witnefs of my conduct : But I had not any. I 
had no fupporc, no confeflbrj nodirciflor^ no friend, no 
counfellor.. I had loft all : And after Gop had taken 
frojn^ me one after another, he withdrew alfo himfelf. 
I remained without any creature ; and to complete^ my 
diftreft, I feemed to be left without God, who alone 
CQuld fupport me in fuch a deeply trying ftate. 

As to iny huftijand, his illnefs grew every day more 
obftinatc. He apprehended the approach of death, 
And even wilHed for it, fo.oppreflive was the languifli- 
ing Ijfc he dragged on. To bis pthcr ills was added fo 
great a difiike to every fort of nourifiiment, that he 
did not take things neceffary to fuftain life. There 
wa;^ none but I that had the courage to get him to take 
what little he did take. The dodtor advifed him to 

ijo into the country. There for a few days at firft he 
cemed to be better^ when he was fuddcnljr taken with 
the chol^<?„ a retention of his urine, a violent fever, 
and an impofthume In his bladder. His patience in- 
creafetd ivith his. pain, I faw plainly he could not live 
long. It was a great trouble to me, that my mother* 
in-law kept me from him as much as ftie could, and 

X 2 infiifed 



fnfiifctf into him fu«li « (K%leafiice: wtfeme, th^t i^ was 
■mucfr afraid left he ihoi4.d die in it. ' I took a' little 
:interval of time, when fhe . happeeed not to be with 
bim, and drawing near his bed» I kneded down and 
faid to him, " That if ever I had done any thin^ibit 
*-* difpleafed him I begged his pardon^ afluring^lum 
*Vit had not been voluntary.'* He appealed y^ 
•mqch aflfefted ; and as he was juft cornfe out of a found 
flcep, he faid to me^ *' It is I who beg your pardon. I 
" djd not defcrvc you." After that time he was not 
only plcafcd to fee me, .but gave me advice what I 
fliould do after his death, not to depend on the peo- ^ 
pie on whom I now depend. He was for eight days 
very refigned and patient, though, on account of the 
prevailing: gangrene, he was cut and flaflbed with 
ftrokes of a lancet. I went to Paris for ^ Ikilful fur-r ^ 
geon: But when he arrived my hufband was dead.^ ;^ I 

Ko mortal could die in a more chriftian difpofition, 
or with more courage than he did, after having re- 
ceived aflhis facraments after a manner truly edifying. 
I was not prefent when he expired ; for out of tender^ § 

nefs he had made me retire. And he was above twen- 
ty hours without fenfe, in theagcjpies of death. Thcjii 
ordered, oh tny God, that he fhould die on Magdaleti's 
eve, to Ihew me that I was to be wholly thine. I re- 
hewed every year, on Magdalen^ s day, the marriage-corf- 
trajft which I had made with thee my Lord : Arid I 
found myfelf at tfiat time free to reneW it:, and that in 
goodearneft. It was in the morning on the 21ft of 
July 1676 that he died. Next day I entered into <my 
clofety in which was the image of my deir and divine 
%oufe the Lord Jesus Christ* I renewed my mar- 
riage-contraft, and added thereto a vow of cftaftity, 
with a promife to make it perpetual, if M. Bertot, 
my direftor thould permit me to do k. After that 
I was filled with great interior joy, which was fo mrubh 
a the more new to me, as for a long time paft I had 
iDiecn plunged in bitternefs. 

As 
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' As Ibon ^ I heitrdth^: thy huibiiindiud juftibeirir- 
cd> I faid to thee, oh niy Gotr^ " Thou haft broklli 
my bonds, and I will offer to thee a ftcrifice of 
praife/' After that I remaned in a deep 4ikncr, 
both exterior and interior, q^iiee dry and without' aifiy 
^fupport. 1 could mbither weep nor fpeak. My mo- 
ther-in-law laid very fine things, and was mtich com- 
mended for it by every one. T hey ^ were offended M 
my filence, which they attributed to .want of refignati* 
on. A friar told me,- that every one admired the fine 
adls' which my mother-in-law did ; that as for me, they 
heard me fay nothing *, that I muft i|icrifice my lofs to 
God 5 but I could not fay one fingle. word, whatever 
effort I made few: it. 

V * • ■ • 

I WAS indeed very muchfpent; for tho* I was but ^ 
newly delivered of my daughter, yet I attended arfd 
fat up with my hulband fOur and twenty'ilights before 

• his death. I was more than a year after, in recover- 
ing the fatigue, joined to my fore weaknefs tod pauis 
both of body and of mind. The dipreffion, or drjF- 

-riefs and ftupidity- which I was in» was fuch, that I 
could not fay a word about God ; It bore me down in 
fuch a manner, that I never hardly could ipeak. How- 
ever I entered for fome moments into the admiration 
of thy goodnefs, oh my God, who had rendered me 
free, exaftly en the day that I had^ taken thee for nriv 
fpQufc, I faw well that nty crofles wouljd not fail, 
iince my mother-in-law had fiirvived my hufban<i. 
Alfo I was dill tied, in having two children given mic 
in fo fhor^ a time before my hufband*s death ; which has 
evidently appeared the efFe6J: of divine wifdom ; for 
had I had only my eldeft fon, I fhould have put him 
to the college ; then I had gone into the convent 
of the Beneditlines^ and fo ftolen myfelf from the defigns 

of God upon me, • 

' ■ ■ *. 

I WAS 
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-" iVrfs w?flbg to- fllew tTfeeffi^in 1 /had for myKuf- 
"^iftd'i in catrfing tlie moft 'magftifiScnlr TdErerai to'^tfe 
•maSk for him, at my dwri' exp^nce,-*that fiacf ever beoi 
'1?eii in that covtitry. 1 pard^fT thelcgacics lie V^d 
'dWfc. * Mfmothcr4n-law violently o^pofed tver|r thin^ 
l-eould • do for fcciirmg my own ifttcheft s. *I hid ' nob^ 
ay ~to apply to for advice or ^elp-; ^fbt myjbrotfiir 
would riot ^ve me the leaft affiftance; I was igAorant 
of affaii-s r But 'God, who, fndependerit of my ^na- 
tural underftatiding, had always -niadc me fit for .every 
':t!iing that-pldafed him, lupplicd me with'fuch a per- 
'ieft intelligence^ herein, that I fucceeded. 1 omitted 
'not the leaft pdniftiKo, and was fftrprized that in thefe 
matters 1 fhould know every thing without ever having 
learned, I digcfted all my papers, and regulated all 
myfiffairs, without the leaft afliftancc of anyone. My 
hufband had : abundance of >vriungs dcpofited in his 
'^{k}$. I took an e^>(a^ rinvqptt^ qf theiDv and feot 
• ih^m fcvieraUy to tht^ir^pyyiiefSj; which, without divide 
3^fta(^ce, jwould :hav€-bee» very difficult for mc j hf- 
ca»fe,omyofe»ft>a$tf^ halving been a long time fick> evcfy 
.'tbkig W'as|p:th9 g^eateft cpnfufitoD. This gained mc 
:5;hf^ iFeputat^of) ^ -^ il^lftd . womaiii as well a$ afioth^r 
nS^t which fell ojjt. - 

r-AoREAi^ ilumber of pcrfons, who had been at law 
for feveral yaar^t ajiplied to my hufband to fettle their ^ 
^aflfair*. The- it r was -not-' properly the bufineft of a 
giejntleiftan, yet d^y applied to him, bccaufe he had 
both underftanding and probity; and ^ he. had a love 
for feveral of them he co^ifented. There wer<?; twenty 
aftions Otoe upon .another^ and in all twenty-two perfons 
concerned, Who coold not gee any end put to their 
^differences, by reafon of new ii^cidents continually, fal- 
ling out. My hulband th^rgei^ himfelf with getting 
lawyers to examine their papprs, but died before he 
could make any procedure merein. After his death 
. r fent for them to give them tl>eir papers; but they 

would 
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woiold not receive them* begging of me t{)at I would 
„tccomn>odatc them, and prevent their ruin. It appear- 
ed to me as ridiculo^is as impoffible to unciertake an af- 
fair of fo W'cat conlequenc^, and which* would require 
yo long ^ difcuflion: Neverthelcfe relying on the ftrength 
^nd ^fcJom of God, I fallowed the movement he 
,gave me to confent thereto, I Ihut myfelf up about 
'thirty days in my clofet, for all thefe affairs, without 
ever going out but ta mafs. and meals. -The .arbitrar 
tionbeing at length prepared, they all figned it with- 
out feeing it, "Iney were all fo well fatisfied therer 
with, thaft they could not forbear publilhing it every 
where. It was God alone who did thofe things •, for 
when! liad no more to do with affairs, 1 knew nothing 
about them •, and if I now hear any talk ojf fuch 
things, to me it founds like Arabic. 

My friends, and perfons of the greateft diftinftion 
\n the country, now came to advife me to remove from 
my mother-in-law : For tho* I never complained of 
•her, every one knew her humour. I anfwered that I 
-<hould account it my place and duty to ft ay with her, 
'if fkt woiild permit me. The view that was given 
me was not to go from the crofs. Wherefore I refolv- 
cd not only not to leave my. mother-in-law, but al£> 
not to put a^ay the gkl 1 have fpokeh of. 

I HOPE, fir, you will C3ccufe me for writing in (b ^t- 
tie order. I caanoc do otherwife, on account of fo 
'many difierenc thing$ I have to mention, whv^ I can 
onfy (recite as they frefcat thtmfclvcs^ 
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THIS chapter is only a dctwl of her interior 
hardfhips and (uflftrings during the time of to- 
tal privation, as alfo great part of the 24, 25, 26, 
and 27th chapters, in which the like accounts often 
recur. The abridged account given in the 2 1 ft, may 
fuffice on this heiad *, yet all fuch particulars, as ap- 
pear worthy of frelh notice in thefe chapters, I intend 
to recite in their proper order. 
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BEING now a widow my erodes, which one 
would have thought (hould have abated, in- 
creafed. That turbulent domeftic I have fo often men- 
tioned, inftead of growing milder, now fhe depended 
on me, became more furious than even In our houfc 
ihe had fcraped up a handfome fum, and I fettled on 
her, beiides, an annuity for the remainder of her life, 
for the fervices (he had done my hu(band. She 
fwelled with vanity and haughtinels. Having been 
ufed to fit up fo much with an invalid, fhe had taken 
to drink wino, to keep up her fpirits. It had now 
palled into a habit. As Ihe jgrew aged and weak, a 
fmall matter got into her head. I tried to hide this 
fault ; but it grew to that height that it could not be 

concealed. 
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concealed. I fpoke of it to her confeflS^r,- in order 
that. he might try, foftly and artfully, to reclaim her 
from it ; but inftead of profiting by her diredor's ad- 
vice, flie was outrageous againft me. My mother-in- 
law, who could hardly bear that fault, and had often 
Ipokcn to me about it, now joined her, in reproaching 
me, and vindicating her. This ftrange creature, when 
any company came, would cry out with all her might, 
^^ that I had difhonoured her, thrownher ititodefpair, 
** and would be the caufe of her damnation, as I was 
** taking the ready courfc t» my own : ** Yet at this 
time God gave me an unbounded patience. I anfwered 
only with mildnefs and charity all' her paflionate in- 
vedives, giving her befides every poffible mark of my 
afFeftion. If anv other maid came to wait on me, 
ihe drew her back in a rage, crying out, that *' I 
*' hated her on account of the afie&ion with which 
^' fhe had ferved my hufband. When ihe had not 
a mind to come, I was obliged to ferve myfelf 
alone ; and when fhe did come, it was to chide and 
make a noifc. When I was very unwell, as often was 
the cafe, then this girl would appear to be in defpair. 
From hence I thought it Was from thee, oh my Lord, 
that all this came upon me,- for, without thy per- 
midion, fbe was fcarce capable of fuch an unaccount- 
able conduft. She feemcd not fenfible of any faults, 
but always to think herfelf in the right. All the per- 
fons whom thou hail made ufe of to caufe me to 
fuffer, thought they were rendering fcrvice to thee in 
in fo doing. 

> 

I WENT to Paths on purpofe to lee Monfieur 
Bertot, who had been of very little fervice to me 
as a direftor. Not knowing my ftate, and I incapa- 
ble of telling him it, he grew, weary of the charge. 
At length he threw it up, and writ to me to take an- 
other direftor. I made no doubt but God had re- 
vealed to him my wicked flate; and that defertion 
of me feemed a moft certain mark of- my reproba- 

Y tion. 
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tion. This w^s during the life of my hufband. But 
now my renewed felicitations, and his fympathy with 
me on my huflband's death, prevailed on him to re- 
fume my dircftion> which to me ftill proved of very 
little fervice, I, went to Paris on purpofe to fee him. 
Wh<n there, I went twelve or fifteen times to him, 
without being able to tell him any thing of iliy ccm- 
dition : But I told him that I wanted fome etclefiaftic 
to educate rtiy fon^ to rid him of his . bad habits, and 
of the wrong impreflions he had conceived againft me. 
He found for me a prieft, of whom he had received 
very good t^imonics. 

1 weKt to make a retreat with M. Bertot, and 
Mad. de C, . He fpoke to me all the time .no more 
than half a quarter of an hour at moft. As he faw 
that I faid notiiing to him, as indeed I knew, not what 
to fay, as I had not fpoke to him of the favours which 
the Lord had conferred on me -, (not from a defire to 
conceal them, but becaufe the Lord did not permit 
me to dp it, as he had over die onljr the dcfigns of 
death) he therefore fpoke to fuch as he looked upon 
to be more advanced in grace, and let me alone as 
one for whoni there Was nothing to be done. So well 
did God hide from him the condition of my foul, in 
order to make me fuffer ; that he wanted to refer tnc 
to certain confiderations, thinking I had not the fpirit 
of prayer, and that Mother Grakgsr was miftaken 
in me when fhe told him I bad. I did what I could 
to obey him, but to me it was entirely impoflible. 
On this account I was difpleafed with myfelf, becaufe 
I believed M. B^Ktor rather than my own experience. 
Through this whole retreat my inclinatibn, which I 
difcerned only by the refiftance I. made to it, Was to 
reft in (ilence and nakedneft of thoughcs^ but in the 
fettling of .n^ mind therein I ftaird I was difdbcying 
the orders bf trv^ direftor: And this mademc think 
that: I Was dbcayed and fallen off from grace.* I kept 
myfelf in my ftute of nothingnefs, rontent with my poor 
' low 
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low degree of prayer, without envying the higher one 
of others, which I judged, myfctf unworthy of. I 
would have however defired much, to do the will of 
God, and to advance more to.pleafe him, but defpaired 
altogether of ever attaining that defirable end. - 

There was, in the placewhercl Uved, one whofe 
•doftrine was fufpefted erf, * He poffefled a dignity in 
the church, which obliged me Co have a- deference for 
him. As he prefently imderftood the. oppofition which 
I entertained for all fiichi as wnere fafpcfbed of un- 
fouridnefs in the faith, and fuppofed that I had fome 
credit in that place, he ufed his utmoft efforts to en- 
gage me in his fentixncnts. . I anfwercd him with {0 
much clcarnefs and energy, that he bad not a -word 
to reply. Thi«increafed^his dcfire to win nneovef, 
and in order to it toxontraifl ^ friendfhip with me. 
He coflriiiucd to impottune me tworyears and a half. 
As he was very polite, of an ribligifig^ temper, and 
had a goodifhar^of wit, Idid noctTiiftru& nim, but 
even .CDnceiv<ed a hope of hi^ coavecfiofi,'} in which i 
ibund;tnyfelf miUkakcn. I then ceafed gatn]g tiear him. 
He came ^tO" enquire why he could fee mc no motBi 
At nhat. tintie he was (6 agrpsable to my fick huibaird, 
in his afliduiities about him, that i could not avoid 
his converfation ; though. I thought the Ihorteit and 
beft: my^fx^r hie would be to break pff:ail acqixaiiitance 
with him;:: Thcrefbce a6er the death of n^huiband, 
as M. B&RjfoT woutd not permit me to do it ikfore, 
I did it: And whtn bk d^w i^at he could not renew 
it, be raifed up ftrong periircucionB againft me, and 
ftirrcd up thofe of his party. 

» - • • 

« . ■ „ • • t 

Thebc gentlemen had at that time a method 
amongft thieni, by w^h they foon knew who 
were of tS^ir party, and who. were oppofite. They 
fent ta one anothw* circubw letters, by mean* of 
which, m a;irery little dme,^ tkfsy cried me down on 

Y 2 every 

* Moft probably of Jansenism. 
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every fide, after a very ftrange manner. Yet this 
gave me little trouble. I was glad of my new liberty, 
intending never again to enter into an intimacy with 
any one, which Would give me fo much difficulty to 
break it off.. 

The inability I was now in, of doing thofe exte- 
rior a&s of charity I had done before, ferved this per- 
fon with a pretext to publifl^ that it was owing to 
him, that I had formerly done them j J^nd that, having 
broke off from him, I pow (^^pitted them. Witting 
to afcribe to himfclf the m^m o£ whai God alone, 
by his grace, hiad made me . do, he wexit fo far as to 
preach oTme publickly^ as one who had been a bright 
pattern to the town, but was. now become a fcandal to 
it. Several times he preached very oflfenfive things. 
And though I wasprefent at thofe fermons, and they 
were enough to weigh me down with confofion, for 
they offended all that heard them ; I could not be 
-troubled at it, for I carried in myfelf my own con- 
demnation beyond utterance. I thought I merited 
abundantly wqrfe than all he could fay againft me, 
,and that, if all men knew me, they would trample 
me luider their feet. My reputation then was blafted 
by the induftry of this ecclefiaftic : And now it was 
only who could offer me. the grcateft infults, as he 
caufed all fuch as pafledfor perfons of piety tp declare 
againft me. I thought he and they were in the right, 
and therefore quietly bore it all. Confufed, like a cri- 
minal that dares not lift up his eyes, I Iboked upon 
the virtue of others, with rcfpciSl. I^faw no fault in 
others, and no virtue in myfdf. When any happened 
to. praife me, it was like a heavy blow ftruck at 
me, and I faid in myfelf, ** They little know my mi- 
" ferics, and from what ftate I am fallen." When 
any blamed me, I agreed to that, as right and juflr. 
Nature wanted fometimes to get out ^f fuch an 
abje^. condition^ but cpuld not fin^ any way ; And 

• if 
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if I tried to make an outward appearance of righ- 
tcoufncfs, by the praftice of fome good thing, my 
heart in fecret rebuked me as guilty of hypocrify, in 
wanting to appear what I was not; and God did 
not permit that to fucceed. Oh, how excellent are 
the croffcs of Providence 1 All other crofles are of 
no value. 

^ I "WAS often very ill, and irf danger of death, and 
knew not what to do to prepare myfelf for it. Several 
pcrfons of piety, who had beeft acquainted with me, 
writ to me about thofe things which the gentleman 
(above hinted at) fpread about me, and 1 did not of- 
fer to juftify myfelf, though I knew myfelf innocent 
of the things whereof they accufed me. One day be- 
ing in the greateft defolation and diftrefs, I opened 
the New Teftament, and ehanced to meet with thefc 
words, ** My grace is fuifficicnt for thee, for my 
" ftrength is made perfeft in weaknefs :** Which for i 
little time gave me fome relief^ 



£ ■ ' . ' J . 1 ■* 



V ■ ' m < 



■» 



CHAR XXV, 



My God took from mc all the fcnflbility which 1 
had for the creatures, or things created^ even 
in an inftant, as one takes off a robe, in fuch fort that 
after that time I had none for any whatfoever. Though 
he had done mc that favour, for which- 1 can never 
fufficiently teftify my gratitude ; I was however from^ 
it neither more contented nor lefs confiafed. My God 
fcemcd to be fo far from mc, and fo much difpleafed 
with me, that there remiEtitied to me nothing elfe but 
jhe grief of halving loft his blefled prefence through 

my 
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my fault. The lofs of my reputation every day in- 
creafing, by means of the party of that gentleman 
I have mentioned » became more fenfible to my heart, 
though I wa$ not allowed to juftify or bewail my- 
felf. 

As I became always more impotent for every kind 
of exterior works, as I could not go to fee the poor, 
nor ftay at church, nor praftife prayer, and as I be- 
came colder towards God, in proportioja : as I wa$ 
more fenfible of my wrong fteps, all this deftroyed me 
the more both in my own eyes and in thofe of others. 
There werjc fn.the mean timefome very confiderablc 
gentlemen who trie4 for- me, and even fuch per- 
sons as according lb ^he- rule? of fa(hion ought not 
to think of.ipe. They prefen ted them felvcs, during 
the very depth . ^f my- outward and inward defo- 
lation. At firft it . ^p.p?a^d . to me a means of 
drawing me out of <herV$^ation I was in. But it 
feemed to me then, nQtwjthftanding my pains of 
body and mind, that if a king had prefented him- 
felf to me, I ftiould have refufed him with pleafure, to 
fliew thee, oh my God, that with all my miferies I 
was refolved to be thine alone ; and that if thou ^ould 
not accept of me, I would at leaft have the confolatiori 
of having been faithful to thee, in all that depended 
on me. For as to my inward condition I never men- 
tioned it to any body : I never fpoke hereof, nor of 
the fuitors, though my mother-in-law would fay, " If 
I did mt mapfy^ it wa^ b^ijaufe none »WDuld have 
me/* It w^ ftifiident for jm that thw, oh my 
God, knew that I facrifi^d tji^n^ to thee, (without 
faying a word of it to any body) -efpeciaUy one whofe 
high birth and e^cteriQr qyalwe^ ipight have topiptcd 
both my vanity and inclinajffin. Oh could I .b.^H:.hwc 
hoped, through thofe facrifice/ and heavy aflftidfcions I 
underwent, to bc^- agreeably :tQ jbe?, fuch hope would 
have been for me-. like ^ dwfi^ifrgni helj jto-^ht^aym. 
But fo far was I from pref^^ipg to :h<^ ,fi3r, it, tBat 
I feared a fea of affliftions to be followed by everlaft- 

ing 
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iflg toriTient, in the lofs of thee, who a^one ccukl put 
an end to my tnaladie^^ which all the creatures could 
only render more viokftt. I durft not defire to enjoy 
thee. I only defired not to offend thee. 

1 WAS for five or fix weeks at the laft extremity. I 
could not take any nourilhment. A fpoonful of broth 
made tne ifeiAt. My voice was fo gone, that when 
chey put their ears ctofe to my mouth, they could nbt 
diftinguifh my woirds. I threw up to the very chyle 
of tny ftomach. I could fee no hopes of falvation, 
yet could not t|e unwilling to die, as I bore a Urong 
impreffian that the longer I Ihould live the more I 
(hould 'fin. Of the two I thought I rather chafe hell 
than fin. All the goqd, which God made me do, 
now feemed to me evil, and full of faults. All my 
prayers^ penances, alms and charities, feemed to rife 
up againft me, to iieighten my condemnation, I 
thought there appeared both on the fide of God, on 
tny own, and from all creatures, one general condem- 
nation. My conlcifence wks a witneft againft me, 
which I dould not appeafe; and what will appear 
ftrange, the fins of my youth 'did not then give me 
any pain at all. Inftead of their rifing up in judg- 
ment againft me, it appeared one univerfal teffimony 
againft ^11 the good I had done, and dl the fenti- 
ments of evil I had entertained. If I went, to con- 
fcflTors, I could tcfll them nothing df my condition; 
and if I coiild have told them it, fhey could not 
have underftood it. They would have regarded as 
eminiwit virtues, what, oh my God, thy eyes all pure 
and chaftfe rejedled as infidelity. It Was then that i 
fek the tt'Uth of what thou 'haft Taid, that fbcu 
judgtft &Hrrigbtetmfft^s. Oh^how chafte art thou ! Who 
can dbmprehend itf It was then that I turned my 
eyes on every fide, to fee what way fuccour might 
eomfe to *me; but my iuccour fltould come no way 
but from him Who made heaven and earth. As I 
faw there was for me no fafety, or fpiritual health in 

• my- 
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tnyfclf^ I entered into a fccrct complacency in feeing 
no good in myfclf, whereon to reft and to prefume on 
my falvation. The nearer my perdition appeared to 
me, the more I found in God bimfelf (all difpleafed 
as to me he appeared) wherewith to augment my truft 
and confidence. It feemed to me that I had in Jesus 
Christ all that was wanting in myfelf. Oh^ 
Holy Jesus! I was that loft Jheep of tbt boufe 
Ifraelj whom tbou waft come to fdve : Thou waft coma 
to lave her who could find no falvation out of thee. 
Oh ye ftout and righteous men ! Obferve as much 
as ye plcafe of excellence in what yc have done to the 
glory of God. As for me, I only glory in my infir- 
mities, fince they have merited for me fuch a Sa- 
viour. 
# 

All my troubles, joined to the lofs of my repu- 
tation, which yet was not fo great as I apprehended, 
(it being only amongft a party) rendered me fo unable 
to eat, that it feemed wonderful how I lived. In four 
days I did not eat as much as would make one very 
moderate repaft. I was obliged to keep my bed, 
through pure weaknefs, my body being no longer able 
to fupport the burden laid upon it. If I had thought, 
known, or heard tell, that there had ever been fuch a 
ftate as mine, it would have exceedingly relieved me : 
But to me my very pain appeared to be fin. Spiri- 
tual books, when I tried to read them; all contributed 
only to augment it ; for I faw in myfelf none of thofe 
degrees which they fet down. I did not fo much as 
comprehend them. And when they treated of the 
pains of certain ftates, I was very far fxom attributing 
any of them to myfelf; I faid to myfelf, " Thefe 
perfons feel pains which Goo operates :" But as to 
me, I fin, and feel nothing but my own wicked 
ftate. I could have wiflied to feparate the fin from 
the confufion of fin ; and provided I had not offended 
God, all would have been eafy to me. 

See 
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See here a flight portrait of my laft miferies which 
I am glad to let you know, Becaufe in their beginning 
I oiftitted many infidelities, having had too much of 
an earned attachment^ vain, complaifance, difcourfes 
which were long, land in the main but unprofitable^ 
through felf-love ; and nature made a fort of ne- 
ceffity for them ; but toward the latter part I could 
not have born a fpeech too human, nor the leaft 
thing of the kind. God by an apparent evil purified 
me from the real evil. Might not I then well fing with 
the church, " Oh happy fin which has gained for (nc 
fuch a Redeemer !'* 
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THE firft religious perlbn whom God made ufe of 
(to draw me to himfelf) to whom faccording to hi? 
defire) I writ from time to time, writ to me in the depth 
of my diftrefe, defiring me to write to him no more, 
fignifying his difapprobation of what came from me, 
and that I difpleafed God greatly. A. father, a Jefuit, 
who had efteemed me much, writ to me in like man- 
ner. I thanked them for their charity, and commends 
cd myfelf to their prayers. It was then fo indiflferenc 
to me to be decried of every body, even of the greats 
eft faihts, that it added but little to my pain. The 
pain of difplcafine God, and the ftrong draught I felt 
in myfelf to all fort . of faults, caufcd ftill my moft 
lively and fenfiblc pliin. 

I had been actuftomed from the beginning to 
dryncfs and to privation. I even preferred it to the 
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ftate of abounding, becaufe I knew that I muft feck 
God above dU. 1 had even, at the firfl: beginnings, an 
inftin<ft in the inhermoft of my foul to pafs over tvery 
manner of thing whatfoevcr, and to leave the gifts, to 
run after the giver. But at this time my. fpirit aiui 
fenfes were in fuch a manner ftruck by thy permiffion 
oh my God, who waft pleafed todeftroy me without wer* 
cy, that the farther I went, the more every thing appear- 
ed to me a iln ; even croiles appeared to mt no oKirc 
crones but real fauksi. I thought I drew them all on my- 
fclf by my imprudent words and a^Sions, I was lite 
thofe who, looking in a coloured glafe, behold evnerp 
thing of the fame colour with which it is overfpread. If 
I had been able to do any exterior good thing, or penan- 
ces for my evil^ it would have relieved me -, but, b^fide 
that I w^ forbidden to do the latter, I feared it fa 
much, and felt in myfelf fo great a weaknefs, as made 
it appear impoflible for me to do it, I looked at it 
with horror, fo weak I found myfelf now for any thing 
of the kind. 

Methinks I omit many things, both of providences 
of God in my favotar,. and of rugged paths throiigh 
which I was obiiged to pafs : But as I have but one 
general view, I leave them* in the knowledge of God- 
only. Afterwards, being forfiiken of. tjty direftor^ 
the coldnefe I remarked in the perfons cond*ufted by 
him, toward me, gave nrjc no more troubte, nor indeed 
that 'of all the crcatu pes, on account of my inward hu- 
miiiatkm. My brother aJfo joined thofe who cxcJaimod 
agatnft mc, tho' he had never fcen them before.. I be- 
lieve it was Goo who conduced things this 'vtray ; for 
my brother has virtue, and undcwibtedty tbougte: he did 
well in ad;i®g thus. 

? ■ 

I WAS obliged to go about fomc irw&iefs to a town 
where feme near relations of my nnother-in-law lived. 
How 4id 1 find thii^ changed hi»e ! When I was 
there before, they cntertabed me \in a moft cfcgant 
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and obliging manner, regaling me from houfe to houfe 
Vith emulation : But now they treated mc with the 
titmoft contempt, faying, they did it to revenge what I 
made their relation fufFer. As I faw the thing went 
fo far, and that nothwithftanding all my care and 
endeavours topkafe her, I had not been able to fuc- 
cced, I refolved to come to an explanation with her. 
I told her, " that there was a current report that 1 
** treat<:d her ill, tho* I made it all my ftudy to give 
*' her marks of my efteem. If the report was true, 
*• I defired her to allow me to r^rmove from her ; for 
that I would not chufe to day to give her pain, but 
only with a quite contrary view.** She anfwered 
very coldfy , " I might do what I. would •, for ihe had 
" not fpoken about it, but was refolved to live apart 
*' from me." This was fairly giving me my ditcharge, 
-and I thought of taking my meafures privately to re- 
tire. As f had not, fince my widowhood, made any 
vifits but fuch as were of pyre neceflity, or of charity, 
there were found too many difcontented fpirits, who 
, made a party with hc.r againft me ; while God requir- 
ed of mean inviolable fecrepy on all my pains^ both' 
exterior and interior. There is nothing which makes 
jiature die fo much, as to find neither fupport nor con- 
folation. In fliort lYaw myfelf obliged to go out, in 
the middle of winter, with my children and my daugh- 
ter's nurfc. At that time there was no houfe empty 
in the town, tbt Benedii^ines offered me an apart- 
ment in theirs. 

I WAS now in a great ftraight ; on on^ fide fearr 
ing left I was fhunning the crofsi, on the other fide 
thmking it unreafonable to impofe my (lay on one to 
whom is was only painful. Befide what I have before 
rclatedof her carriage, which ftill continued; when I 
went into the country %o take a little repofe, (be com- 
plained that I left, her alojie. Jf I defired her to come 
thither flie would not. If I faid, " I durft not afk her 
^ to con>e, for fear of incommoding her, by chang- 
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" ing her bed,*' She replied, " It was only an cxcufe, 
" becaufe I would not have her go ; and that I only- 
*' went to be away from her.** When I heard that 
Ihe was difpleafed at my being in the country, I re- 
turned to the town. .Then ftie could not bear to fpeak 
to me, or to fee me. I accofted her without making 
as if I faw how Ihe carried it ; but inftead of mak- 
ing me' any anfwer, fhe turned her head another way. 
I often fent her my coach, deftring her to come and 
fpend a day in the country. She fent it back empty, 
wkhout any anfwer. * If I pafled fome days there with- 
out fending it, ihe complained aloud. Jn Ihort, all I 
did to pleafe her foured her, God fo permitting it ; for 
fhe had a good heart, but was troubled with anuneafy 
temper : And I do not fail to think my.felf under much 
obligation to her. 

Being with her on Cbrijlmas day, I faid to her witli 
much affeftion, " My mother, on this day was the 
King oi peace born, to bring // to us. I beg peace 
of you in bis name.** I think that touched her, tho* 
Ihe would not let it appear. The Ecclefiaftic, whom 
I had with me at home, far from ftrengthening and 
comforting me, did nothing but weaken and afflift me, 
telling me that I ought not to fufFer certain things. I 
had not credit enough to difcharge any domeftic, 
however defeftive or culpable. As foon as any of 
them were warned to go away, fhe fided with them, 
and all her friends interfered in it. . As I was ready to 
go off, one of my mother-in-law *s friends, a marf of 
worth, tjrhp had always an efteem for me, without 
daring to Ihew it, having heard it, was much afraid 
left I fhould leave the town ; for the removal of my 
alms, he thought, would be a lofs to the country. 
He refolved to fpeak to my mother-in-law, in the foft- 
eft manner he could ; for he knew her. After he 
had fpoken to her, fhe faid, " She woul4 not, put me 
'^ away, but if I would go Ihe would not hinder me.** 
A^ter this he came to fee me, and defired me to go 
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and make an excufe to her, in order to content her. I 
told himi "I (hould be willing to make a hundred, tho* 
*^ I did not know about what j that I did it continually 
" about everything, which made hcr.uneafy. But 
*' that was not now the matter, for I made no Com- 
*' plaint of her, but thought it not proper for me to 
*' continue with her, .to give hei: pain ; that it was 
" but juft that I Ihould contribute to her eafe." How- 
ever he W^rit with me into her room. Then I told her 
That I begged her pardon, if ever I had difpleafed 
her in any thing, that it had never been mine inten- 
tion to do it; that I defired her, before. this gentle- 
" man, who was her friend, to tell me wherein I had 
" given her any offence.'^ Here God permitted, that 
fiiQ made a (Jedaration of the truth in his prefencc. 
She. faid, ** She was not a pcrfon to fuffer herfelf to 
^' be offended ; that (he had no other complaint againft 
" me but that I did not love her, and wifhed her dead." 
I anfwered her, " That thefe thoughts were far from 
*^ my heart, fo far from it, that I Ihould be glad, by 
^* my beft care and attendance on her, to prolong 
' her' days; that my aiffc&ion was real, but that fhe 
never would be perfuaded to believe it, whatever 
teftimonies I could give, fo long as fhe hearkened tb 
people who fpoke to her againft me ; that fhe had 
With her a maid who, far from fhewing me any 
refpeit, treated me ill, fo far as to pufh me when 
fhe wanted to pafs by : She had done it at church; 
making me give way to her with as much vio- 
lence as contempt, feveral times alfo in my cham- 
ber grating me with her words; that I had never 
complained of it;, but was now willing to apprize 
" her of it, becaufe fuch a. temper might one day 
^* give her trouble/* She took the girl's part : Ne- 
verthelefs we embraced one another, and it was left 
{o. Soon after, when I was in the country, this maid, 
having me no more to vent her chagrins on, hphaved 
in fuch a manner to my mother-in-law as fhe could 
not bear. She immediately upon it put her out of 

doors. 
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doors. I muft fay here on my mochcr-m-Uw*s behalf^ 
that ihe had both fenfe and virtue, and except qertaia 
faults, which perfons who do not pra6ti(e prayer are 
liable to, (he had good- qualities. Perhaps I cauf<;d 
' crofTes to her without intending ity and fiie to me 
without knowing it. I hope what I write will not be 
feen by any whQ may be offended with it, or who may 
not be in a condition of feeing the things in God; 

That gentleman who had ufed me fo ill, for 
breaking off my acquaintance with hini, among his 
penitents had one who, for affairs which befell her 
hufband, was obliged to quit the country. He him- 
felf was accufcd of the fame things of which he had 
fo liberally and trnjuftly accufed me, and of things 
much worfe, and with more noifc and outcry. Tho' 
I well knew all this, God granted me the favour never 
to make his downfall the fubjedt of my difcourle j never 
to open my lips about it. On the contrary, wheia 
any fpoke to me of it, I pitied him, and faid what I 
could in mitigation of his cafe. And God governed 
my heart fo well^ that it never offered to go into any 
vam joy at feeing him overtaken, and oppreft, wit^ 
the evil which he had been fo afllduous in endeavour- 
ing to bring upon me. And though 1 knew that my 
mother-in-law was informed of it afl, I never fpoke to 
her about it, and about the fad confuflons he had caufed 
in a certain family. I did not lay hold on the opportu* 
nity to mention any thing of the wrong he had donQ 
nie. I only anfwered her in a few words withont 
blaming him ; as God required of me fuch a fiiencQ 
about my crofles, for more than fixteen years, that 
it would be difficult to find one which was more uni« 
verfal. 
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ON E day:, loaden with ibrroW, and not knowing 
what to do, I wilked to (peak to a perfon of 
diftin£fcioa and merit, who came often intx> the coun^ 
try, and paiTed for a very inward man. I writ to rcr 
queft an opportunity with him, as I wanted fomc of 
his -advice : Bat (boo after, I felt remorfe for it : And 
this voice fprung in my heart, '' What, doft thou thus 
" feck for cafe, and to fluke off my yoke ?"' Here- 
upon I inibmtly wxit 4gain to defire him to excuie me, 
adding, ^' That what I had writ was only from j^ 
*^ lav€ '9 and not seceiEty ; that as he knew what it 
^' was to be faithful to God, I hoped he would not 
** difapprove tn]^ a&in^ with this chriftian fimplicity:" 
Yet he refented it, which furprized me, as I had con- 
ceive a high idea of his virtue. Virtues he has, but 
fuch as ^are lively, and unacquainted with the paths of 
death. Thou, oh my God, had been itiy faithful 
conduaor, even in theie paths, as with admiration I 
have difcover^d fince they are paft* BleiTed be thy 
Name forrever, I am obliged to bear this tellimony 
to thy goodnels. I muft, before I continue my nar- 
ration, deliver one isemark which the Lord caufed me 
to make of the way by which he, in his ^goodneiis, was 
pleafcd to conduA me ; which is, that this obfi:urepath 
is the fureft to mortify the foul, as it leaves it not any 
prop to kan upon for lupport. Though it has no ap- 
p^catioato any piartLcular llat£of j£SU5 Chaist; yet^ 
at it camiag out, it finds kieif clothed with all his 
diipofitions Md divine 'flates, having truely put on 

Christ. 
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Chb 1ST. Before impure and felfifh^ it is hereby pu- 
rified, as gold in the furnace. Before, full of its ojyn 
judgment, and its own will, it now obeys like a child, 
and finds no other will iaitfelf. Before, it would hikve 
contefted for a trifle : Now it yields at firft, not -with 
pain, but as it were naturally. Its own views are va- 
nifhed. It now loves nothing but poverty, littlenefs 
and humiliation. It preferred itfelf before every bo- 
dy, now every body before itfelf, having an immenfe 
charity for its neighbour, to bear with his faults and 
weaknefles, in order to win him by love, which before 
it could not do but with very great reludlance. The 
rage of the wolf is changed to the meeknefs ot 
the lamb. 

m 

During all the times of my trials, I went after no 
fine fights or recreations. . When others went, I ftayed 
at home. I wanted to fee and know nothing but Jesus 
Christ. My clofet was my only diverfion. Even 
when the queen was near me, whom I had never feen, 
and whom I had defire enough to fee ; I had only to 
open my eyes, and look out, to fee her ; yet did not 
do if. I had been fond of hearing others fing : And 
yet I was once four days with one who pafled for the 
fineft voice in the world, without ever defiring her to 
fing; which' furprized her, becaufe Ihe was not igno- 
rant that, knowing her name, I muft know the 
charming excellence of her voice. 'However I did 
commit ibme infidelities in enquiring what others faid 
of me by way of blame. I met with one who told 
me every thing. And though I fliewed nothing of 
it, it ferved only to mortity me, as I faw I was yet 
too much alive to felf, and thzt felf-love and nature 
had put me upon this enquiry. 

I SHOULD never be able to exprefi the num- 
ber of my miferies ; bilt they arc fo vaftly furmount- 
ed by the favours of God, and fo fwallowed up 
in^thcfe that I can fee them no more. One of 

the 
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the things which gave me the mofl: pain'in the kvea 
years I have fpokcn of, efpecially the five laft, was fo 
ftrange a force of my imagination that it did not givp 
me any reft. My fenfes bore it company in fuch fort 
that I could no tnoxc fhut my eyes at church : A nd 
thus having all the gates and avenues open, I was like 
a vineyard expofed, becaufe the hedges whith th6 fa- 
ther of the family had planted were torn away. I faw 
then every one that came and went out, and every 
thing that paflcd in the church. The fame for<^e, 
which had drawn me ihward to recoUeftion^ feemed to 
pufli me outward to diffipation. 

Load EM with miferics of all forts, weighed 
down with oppreflions, crufhed under crofles, l 
thought of nothing elfc but ending my days thus. 
-There did* hot remain to me the Icaft: hope of ever 
coming out of fo painfyl a condition : But however, 
thinking I had loft grace forever, and the falvation 
Which it merits for us, I wifhed at leaft to do what I 
could for God, whom I feared I (hould never lovcj- 
and feeing the happy ftate from whence I had fallen, 
I wiflied in gratitude td ferve him, though T looked 
on myfelf as a viftim 4eftined for hell. The view of 
fuch a happy ftate ufed formerly to caufe fecret dcr 
fires to rife in my heart of returning to it; but now I 
was {o fuddenly thrown back into the depth of the 
abyfs, from whence I could not utter a figh -, I judged 
myfelf to be in a ftate which was due to unfaithful fouls. 
It feemed, oh my God, th^t I was forever caft off 
from thy regard^ and from that of all creatures. By de- 
grees my flftte ceafed to be painful. I became even in- 
fenfible tolt, and my inJennbility looked like the final 
hardening of my reprobation. My coldnefs appeared to 
me a mortal coldnefs. Happy for me, oh my God, it was 
that thou thus made me die, in order to live in thee, 
and in thy precious love, as' I am going to relate. 

'' To rcfumc then my hiftory, it fell out that a lackey (rf 
' Aa . mine 
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mine wanted tp- become a Bernabite. J writ abatijt 
it to Father de la Mothe, who writ back, to me, that 
I muft addrefs Father la Combe, who was then tkf 
fuperigr q£ the Be^nabites of Tonon. Tliat obliged 
me to write to him. I had .always preferved a fecret 
jefpeft and elteem for him, as one under grace* I was 
glad of this opportunity ,. of recommending myfelf ,t© 
his prayers. 1 writ to .him about my fall froa> the 
grace of .God, and that!^! had requited his favours 
^ith the blackcft ingratitude-, t;hat I was miferable^ 

and a fubjeft worthy, of compaffion^van^ \^hat< fj^^ 
froni having advanced towards God, I. ^as becorj^f 

entirely alienated from him. He anfvvered me in fucR 

$ manner, as if he had known, by a fupprnarural 

light, notwithftanding the frightful defcriptipn J ha4 

given of myfelf, that my condition was pf gra<?^ 

And fo he writ to me, . though I :COuld not thai 

kt all believe it to be {o. 
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Now . <5 E N E V A ^ came into . my mind, aifte^ 9, 
lingular manner, which caufed me many fp ars. I fai4 
to niyfelf, " What, tp compleat thy rep,(obatiQn^ 
•* wouldft thou go to that excefs of; jn^pipf y, to Quit 
f the faith' through apojftaCy? (The lohalpitants .pf 
^' Geneva being generally Proteftants or Calvinifts^) 
•* Could I then ever qiut -the chwrfh,r: for: which ^ I 
•' would give a thoufand^ lives,? Or, ftiiill I evier der 
" part from that faith whi^h I > would even wi& to 
*' leal; .with my. blood ? .1 had fuch %;diftFfift of my- 
felf, that I. dvffft hopQ forflotjbii)^ but l^d a thpufaiKj 
reafons fotJtezt^. after^therfsxpenence I; Ijad had' pf my 
weaknefs/ Neyerthelefs the letter, whioh,;! had re- 
ceived iVom father LA CoMax,: ia which. hp writ nw 
an account of his jprcfcnt ;di§)oIilion^ fon^cwhat fimi* 
lar to mine,. Bad £uch. aii effeft, as tot , r#pre peace 
and caloinef^^-tp my xnind.^ I felt pyjfeflfrinwardly 
united. tQ.lliw,- as to a'peffpp of.grfia$:;Wify:t« icHfi 
grace of Gobt Afterwards a woman appeared to me 
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in a dfream to be come down from Heaven, to tell me 
that GeixknMinded me fit Ge^nev-a ♦. - -. . - - 

About eight or ten days before Magdalen's day, 
1 680, it came into my mind to writeito father la Combe, 
and to defire'him, if he refceWed my letter before that 
day, to fay Mafs for me. ' It was fo ordered, con- 
trary to the ufyal cuftom, that he reccivecj .my letter 
on St MAGDALEN^is cve, and'next day {aid mafs for 
^m^. It was faid to him, . thrice over, with much 
force, " Ye fhall both dwell iri one and. the fame 
*' place." I believe, oh ,my Goo, that that Jias been 
much more verified, both in our inward fenfe and 
experience, and in^ the farrie cnicifying . adventures 
Which have befallen us, pretty much aUke; and in 
i;hy Self, who art our dwellir^, than in any temporal 
abode : For, though I have been for fomc time in the 
fame country with him, an^ thy Providence has fur- 
'nifhed us; with fome opportunities . of being together, 
yet . it appears to me, tfeat it is much more verified in 
*the .former, as we both have' hi^d the like .experience 
'of Jesus/Qh^ist 'crucified. '"!,". 
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' '<* The icity-ef G^ksva RatAb at tlie wei end-of thclatocms lake 
M Gr^^MiVA, orJake.LjiMAiN«;aUketfixt7>inile9.tonga]idtwftlte 
.miles, wide. It xefe|nble« the iea, in the colour of its waiters and 
the florms raifed in it. In fammer the melted fnow rans into it 
from the Alps, the highefl mountains in Europe, which are all 
round it. The river Rhone, which fprings fro|n |he Alps» ntna 
rtfaroagh tbisiakfi by Geneva^^ Xrotf s, '^c. It brings with it a 
iVj^ft quantity ^f water when the fno\Y8 melt. Thjen both th^ laktt 
Md the rivers of Swita&rx ako are much higher than in winter* 
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T[ T was on that happy MagdaUrf^ day, that my foul 
I was perfcftly delivered from all it*s pains. It 
had already begun fince the receipt of the firft letter 
from Father La Combe, to recover a new life : It 
was then indeed only like that of. a dead pcrfon raifcd, 
tho* not yet unbound from his grave-clothes : But 
on this day' I was, as it were, in perfedt life, and fet at 
perfeft liberty. . I then found myfelf as much raifed 
above nature as before I had been depi^effed under its 
weight?. I wis inexpreflibly overjoyed to fee re- 
turned to me, with as much magnificence as purity^ 
him whom I thought I had loft for ever. It was 
then, oh my God, that I found again in thee with 
new advantages, vafter a manner ineffable, all I had 
been deprived of: And the peace I now pofleff- 
was all holy and heavenly ; yet the remembrance 
of my paft mifery brought a fear upon me, left nature 
ihould find means to take- to itfclf any part therein. 
As foon as it wanted to fee or tafte any thing, the 
foirit ever watchfui croffed and repelled it. I was far 
from elevating myfelf then, or attributing to myfelf 
any thing of this new ftate : For my experience made 
me fenfible what I was. 

I HOPED I Ihould enjoy this happy ftate for fomc 
time, but did not think my happinefs fo great and 
immutable as it was. If one judge of a good by the 
trouble which precedes it, I leave mine to be judged 
qf, by the forrows I had been obliged to undergo be- 
fore my coming to it. The Apoftle Paul tells us, 
thit " the fufFerings of this life are not to be com- 
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** pared with the glory that is prepared for us/* That 
is true evep of this lif?. One day of this happincli 
was worth more than many years of fuffering. It was 
indeed at that time well worth all I had undergone. 
Though it was then only dawning, an alacrity for do- 
ing good was rellored to me, greater than ever before. 
It feemed to be all quiet, free and natural to me. At 
the beginning this liberty had lets extent i but the 
more I advanced the greater it grew. I had occafio^ 
to fee Mon. Bertot for a few monients, and juft told 
him, I thought my ftate much changed, having fcarce 
time to tell him any more. He feeming attentive to 
ibmething elfe anfwere^y "No.". I believed him •, for 
grace taught me to prefer the judgment of othiers, 
and rather believe them than my own fentiments or 
experience. This did. not give me any trouble ; for 
every ftate feemed equally indifferent fo I had the fa- 
vour of God. I ifelt a kind of beatitude, every day 
increafing in me. I did all forts of good, without 
feliifhnefs, or demanding any kind of return for it. 
Whenever a thought of the kind prefented, it was 
* tnftantly rejc^d, and as it were a curtain in the foul 
drawn before it. My . imagination was kept fo fixed, 
that I had now very little trouble on that head. I 
wondered at the clearnefs and purity of my whole heart. 

' • • • 

I RECEIVED a letter from Father la Combe, where-^ 
in he writ thai: God had given him a fenfe that he had 
great defigns in regard to me, "Let them be, thenfaid 
I to PTj^felfy cxthtr af juftice or mercy, all is equal 
to ipe>'* I ftill hzd>, Geneva deeply at heart; but 
faid npt)ung of it to any body,, waiting for God to 
.make known to me his all-powerful will, and fearing 
tefi; any ilratagem of the devil nciight be concealed 
therein, that might tend to draw me out of my pro- 
per place, or fteal me out of my condition. The mo^c 
I law my own mifery, incapacity ^nd Aothii?gnei&, znd 
that ^hey tendered ipe the ;fittpr for the defigns ' of 
GoD^/wfeawvcr they might be, I'j^d, " Oh my Lord, 

^ ' "take 
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^** t^kc the T^ifc • aod the wrecc'h'ed -to do^ t/h^ ^orks, 
'^♦^'^Kar-rfioli- Aiaytft 'fcavd all -^the -^Ibrfof t?ieWx,*and 
-**-thdt marimay-'artrrBii'te ritfth?Ag-^"tfWtti'to^'^Tmfc!f. 
•^ If thott took St perfofY of 'emm^n^e-andgrcit takms, 
"^'6^ rttiglit attfrtbirte to htmifoftictWng-t^erefcf f -^^ 
•^* tfthoti takeft me, k.wiUbthiinifeftthat tfcaii.'aKfie 
^*^ art the-atfthbr bf whatever ;0O(ili- (ball b^ d^ne:" 
'I-torftinucd:q\Mt 111- my-Tpirki^leamg the whole affair 
'to* God, /being fatisfied, if he ^fhotiM reijuire any thing 
^•ofTiie, .t!hat hewm^d' fiarnifh'^me -with' the me^^ of 
YerForming it. I:hfe4d rhyfdP-H/^ rt^SMteft 4f\th ami 
^¥efdlution t6 execute his ot&&%^ >*ft*n"hc Hii^ild make 
^them known, though it^;i?ere t<y the laying down of my 
•?ife.— I fefiimedtmy cart df'tfie^^fick, and* dr^ffing df 
*vv6«rids. And GoD.made-mf i^fc ?he bieft -imjiirablc. 



' Wh^n furgeoiis cmtld •do^mbi*ei*<5i» were-gbiiig to 
* tut -off 4infibs, it was then i!teitj<36cmade me 'Cure 
'fhenr. " ' '* '■ '^ ■ •■•^'^' '•' *^" 

r • • ' • , ' 

" » '^ 1 ' ■ • •• > • ! i . I I , ■ » , , 

•'• TDh the joy that 'acecm|^nkS'nie''^ery 'where, 'find- 

•ing itiil,-inhis own itiinicWfity^ind %oundIef$ vaftitu^^ 

^him Avhd^liad^utiited me^ to- fitnWSIf I - Oh ^hcKW-rerily 

did 1 expCTiehfee? what -hcfeidw the Gol^, ^bjr the 

'four Evangelifts, • and by oiife of "them twke over, 

^* Whofors'^cr will lofeihis life for my fake-ihiaH find 

** it : and whofoever will fave his life fhall lofe it/* 
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' 'Whej^ 1 hid 16ft all created -ftipports, an3 ' evcri di- 
vine ones, ^I tHfh -fottnd cmyfelf'|^|!)iiy ncccffitated to 
fdlinto ^ther'piire-dlvihei^atid^tolfaU i through 

all that which feerhed to fc«iove» ihe fwther -fl'^m It. 
*^n 40fing all the gifts^ With aBth^r Supports j -A' found 
JAc'Qivct'. /Oh poo^ creatui^es, Vvho pafs^long ^11 your 
timcMn -feeding on- the gijftsof God, and think 'there- , 
"in tobetheffibftTavoured and hap^y. How' I 'pity you 
•ifyeftop here, ihwtofthe thle'Ml,'tftd ceafeitd^go 
»Tarward to Gop, through (the • refighatidh ftf 'fliff'famc 
^gifts ! • How^m^tiy pate all their lives -t'his <way,-'tind 
< think 'higKly of th»hfcl^«^ thcrxjinif- Th«t***r« others,. 
t : * ' ' who 
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who: J)?}ng defigW9d-<^rOoD .^^h- teiiit^khtf^fl yfet 

and total lofs ; becaufe th?y are aAyif%yi:i»ftlliogia:MV 
tain fomething under plaufible pretexts, and fo never 
}o&-^^ita tke-vihaio,jtKt^t, -of the^de^gnsrof^CToo. 
\i(bert^re 4^jr n^vfr gBJO£Qoi>;ihJiis:fufLQ/ef§j -wfliwA 

* ' " • . . » 

pui>uy,afndthqflppde^4g^ iny fKiWieif>,-difci nofcjife- 
qylce^iuy applicatiw i^ thQ^y/tosi^^lib :gOT|i 

li^s^l,! ; retired?^ W^^ parti o£ot|l^:^>ritit§feii*r(toi; 
w/jecjyl pftife a%4jianf 4ays^ of happin^ffe^ H.hadakai 
i^optbs^oLforrow,' Tttoq^ .9bk^mxltQt)i2i.ideAlt:h^c J«» 
as by.thx feFvanificwi ff^pdjerite Jtp6 4rHilltefaf-ialbrii(wi 
jk^ft t^k<fn fre?B 9?^ v*P^: d^viring j«c,oi&Qm tsdkuqt 

crolTe^r;. t\m gV'^riiP?:!'* iffa&ii,vdilu»f?cifityr7tCDiaf 
tUfy jeivery-^oflei- ^Wii^ ^asr-^irp^iaift^ aovf^^ Msaa tiiat 
my W9tbcr-ii)4awj: w^»:'^vty lit than -^^ beeir.ccmi^ 

plaming\ of -mc^^ ^^ent ^my ^iHg [ailyilhmjg .^limi 
tKaaufvi^: to p^f^^feihprjT^fflawrittn^C \«*feUiiwnlbcfe 
ter^ JAtisfiied.witl^ W^i.th*ft:;>(fe^i ^/iajF'rSticfi jo^ftthdbia 
had <xiod xne doM/^Hfthc- (x)f^,?.nt]|wtv(efti&3d. their ibrnotte 

^^' '^^i ^''-^^^^ mjjrpanwgysriftfti'JMy: ifep^itanhm 
was.€i%^lim€4.wk^ftl)e popr^ >d)ftnwgc$?'la$; i befbte; ii 
had appeared to b^i}^^- tt^ifcotoiA^ii^ aricritiiiepoaa^ 
as well without as within.^ It feemed to me that my 
foul was become like that new Jerufalem^ fpoken of 
in the Apocalypfe^ prepared as a bride for her 'hujbandy 
and where there is no more forrowy or fighing. I had 
a pcrfeft indifference to every thing that is here, and 
an union fo great with the good will of God, that my 
own will feemed to be loft. My foul could not in- 
ciln^ il^if on one fide or other, fmce another will had 
taken place of its own, bu( only nourifh itfelf with the 

daily 
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daily providences of God. It now found a will all di- 
vine, which yet was fo peculiar and natural to it, that 
it found itfelf infinitely more free in this than ever it 
had^been in its own. 

. These difpofitidns have dill fubfifted, andftill growrt 
ftronger, and niore pcrfcdb tlH this* hour. I could 
neither defire one thing nor an&ther, but was content 
with whatever fell put, without making any refleflSon 
thereupon, or giving any attention thereto, except 
when any in the houfe aikcd me, " Will you have this, 
*' or that ?" And then I was furpr izcd to find that 
theisei was nothing left in me which could defire or" 
chufe. i was as if cfVei^ thing, -of - fmaller tnattersi 
ijuitc difappeared; a higher power having taken up 
wd^ filled all their roonii I even perceived no- ^mbrc 
that foul which hfe had formerly conduced by his 
tcfook and his ftaff", becauTe now he alone ^appeared 
tome, my foul having ^given up its place to him. ' It 
ieeined to me,- as if it was^ wholty and altogether pafled 
into its GoD) to make but one* and the fame thing \eith 
him ; even as^a little, drop of water, caft into the fea, 
receives the qualities of the fame fea. Oh union of 
unity, demanded of God. by Jesus Christ for men, 
and merited by the fame Jesus Christ! Hpw-ftrbng 
i& this in a ibul that is becorde loft in its God ! After 
lie confumniation of this divine uhity, the Hfoiil 're- 
mains bid wtb Chuist in Got). ' This happy lols is 
not like thofe trani^ent ones, which extaly operates, 
after which the foul finds itfelf again/ 
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I 



WAS obliged to go to Paris about fome bufinefs. 
Having entered into a church, 'hat was very dark, 
to confefs, I went to the firfl: confeflbr I found, whom 
I did not know, nor have ever feen fince, 1 made my 
confelBon fimply, which was very fl;iort ; but to the 
confeflbr himfelf I faid not a word. He furprized me 
much in faying to me, " I know not who you are, 
" whether maid, wife or widow •, but I feel a ftrong 
" inward motion to exhort you to do what the Lor d 
has made known to you, that he requires of you. 
I have nothing elfe to fay to you/' I anfwered him. 
My father, I ani a widow who have little chil- 
" dren of four and fix years of age. What elfe could 
GoiT^require of me, ^but to take due care of them 
in their education?" He replied, " I know nothing 
" further. You know if God has manifeftcd to you 
" that he requires fomething of you ; and if that is the 
*' cafe, there is nothing in the world which ought to 
hinder you. One muft leave one's children to do 
that." This furprized me much. However, I told 
him nothing of what 1 felt for Geneva. I difpofed 
myfelf fubmiffively to quit every thing, if God re- 
quired it of me •, and Ihould, by his divine Provi- 
dence, caufe any occafion to rife for my fo doing. I 
did not look upon it as a good I afpired to, or a virtue 
I hoped to acquire, or as any thing extraordinary, or as 
an adt that would merit fome return on God's part % 
but only gave myfelf up to be led in the way of my 
duty, whatever it might be. 

Bb As 
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As I was in this difpofition, being in my family 
in the greateft tranquility, a religious man of the or- 
der of St. DqlMJnig» one of my friends, had a great 
defire to go on a miflion to Siam. He lived twenty 
leagues from my houfe. As he was ready to make a 
vow to this purpofe, he found a, ftop in himfclf there- 
to, and a direAion to come to fpeak to me. He came 
immediately, and as he had fome reluftanec to declare 
it to me, he went to fay mafs in my chapel, hoping 
God would be fatisfied with his making the vow^ 
as he was celebrating mafs in my hearing : But he 
was ftopped again. Whereupon he left the chapel 
to come to fpeak to me. He theh told me his in- 
tention. 

Though 1 had no thought of faying any thing po- 
fitive to him on that head, I felt an impreflion in my 
foul to relate to him my cafe, and the thought! 
had had of a long time paft for Geneva.. I told 
him a^dream I had had, which had appeared to me 
fupernatural, which had reference hereto : And when 
I had done, 1 felt a ftrong motion to fay to him* 
** Yoia muft not go to Siam. You muft fervc me in 
•* this affair. It is for that end God has fent you hi- 
** ther-, I delire you to give me your advice." After 
three days, having confidered the matter^ and con- 
fuited Gop in it, he told me that he believed I was to 
go thither -, but to be the better affured of it, it would 
be needful to fee the Bifliop of Geneva -, that if he 
approved of my defign» it would be a figh that it was 
froifi God ; if not, I muft drop it. I fell in with his 
fefitimenn. He then offered to gb to An^ecv *, to 
fpeak to the Biftiop, and to bring me a faithful ac- 
count of what they fhould agree on together. As he 
was advanced in yeats, we were deliberating what way 
he could take fo long a journey, when there cametWo 
travellers, who told us the Bifliop was at Pauis. This 
I looked on as a miracle of God's providfcncij. He 

advifed 

♦ Aknecy, a city fituate on a lake of the fame irame, 20 xnffes 
ibuth of Geneva. Iq this city was the refidence of the bifhop 
of Geneva. 
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advifed me to write to* Father la Combe, and recom- 
mend the aflFair to his prayer^, as he was then in that 
country. He then fpoke to the bifliop at Paris-, 
fi^nd U haying occafion to go thither, fpoke to himalfo- 

I TOI.D him, " that my .defign was to go into the 
^* CO\iatry> to employ there my fubftance, to creft an 
*^ eitalblifhn^nt for all fuch as (hould be willing truely 
'' to fer^e God, and to give themfelves^ unto him 
" without referve j and that njany of the feruant$ of 
^* Gqu h<Kl eocQvirage^ me thereto." The bifhop ap- 
proved of that defigji. He iaid, '' there wej-e new ca- 
*• tholicks going to eftablilh themfelves at Gex*, and 
^* that it was a providential thir^'* LanfweBed him, 
^^ %hu I had no vocatioa for Gek^ but for Geneva/* 
t{^ feid* *^ I might go from thence to rhat city," 

. I Thought this was a. way which divine PriDviden4:e 
hj^!^ opea«4 ,£or my taking tkis jmirney. wirh the left 
difficulty. And; a^ I yet kr^ew nothing pofniye* of what 
G^D woulid require at my hand, I was not wdllin^ t6 
opp^ any thing. " Who kaovs, &id I, buo^thio 
^> will of God is only .that I f^uld contribute to 
*« this eft^^Kflamftnt ?" 

I WENT to foe the prioreS o£ the new caiholicfcs at 
Pajiis. She manifefted to me a great deal: of joy, 
mi4 s^flbr^d me flue: would gladly join me. As fhe is 
A gre*: ferviant of God>. thisL confirrned ' me : For 
when I:c®uld' j?rfte(£fe a Jaitle, which was but fddomi 
^.t^K)^ght Gjao wo^d makedioice of facr for hen virr 
iWet, ^nd.eif mc:for my worldly fybftauce; for whea 
I iiriddv^teqs^y locdced at m^fd^y t could not think 
God would make ufe of me: But. when 1 faw the 
things in God, then 1 faw that the moje I v/as no- 
thing, tfee fitter I was foc/hiidefigns. As i few jno- 
thing. ill <ii||sfeM OQCraoniftitany^ as I boked. on myielf 
in the l^weft ! ttlge of penfoftion, and imagined that 
m e^tr^^tdinaiTy ijdegeee ;6f in^iration was aeceffary 

'* ' ' fik 2 . for 

• * Gex, a town of Fr ance, 7 miles north-weft of Geneva. 
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for extraordinary dcfigns, this made me hefitate, and 
fear deception. I did not yet fufficicntly comprehend, 
that to follow, ftep by ftcp, the guidance of divine 
Providence was the greateft and purell light. It was 
not that I was in fear of any thing, for my perfedtion 
and falvation which I had referred to God •, but i 
was afraid of not doing his will through, wanting 
to do it too much. I went to cpnfult Father Claude 
Martin. At that time he gave me no decifive an- 
fwer, demanding more time for praying about it ; 
telling me be would write to me what Ihould appear 
to bim to be the will of God concerning me. • 

I HAD fome difficulty to Ipeakto M. Bertot, both 
on account of his. being difficult of acoefs and of my 
knowing how much he. condeimned thingi^ eKtraordi- 
nary, or out of the common road, befide his never 
having given me the leaft help in regard to. my in- 
ward condition : Yet, being my direftor, I fubtjiitted, 
jgainft my own views or judgment, to what he faid, 
laying down all my own experiences when duty re- 
quired me to believe and ©bey. I thought however, 
that in an affair of this importance, I ought to ad- 
drefs myfelf to him, and prefer his fcnfe of the matter 
to that of every one befide, perfuaded he would in- 
fallibly tell me the will of God. I went to him then, 
and he told me that my defign wasiof God, and that 
he had had a fcnfe given bin) of God for fomc time 
paft, that he required fprnething of me. I therefore 
returned home to fet every thing in order. I loved 
my children much, having had great fatisfaftion in 
being with them, but refigned all to God to follow 
his will. : t . ^ 

' " . . . . . » 

[DiVJEES other circumftances Ihe recites, and provi- 
dential figns concurring to confirm her hcr^^ of which 
thqfc here given, and thofe which follow, I thought 
fu^ckntj and that it might be tedious to- the reaGtef 
tp go through every miikute particular.] 

^ ■ • ' ' • ^ ■ "'■'■.- . At 
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At my return from Paris, T left ' myfclf in his 
hands, refolved not to take any ftcp, either to make 
the thing fucceed or to hinder it, either to advance 
or retard it, but fingly to move as hfe (hould be pleafed 
to direft me. I had myfterious dreams, which por- 
tended nothing but- croflfeg,' pcrfectit ions and affliftions. 
My heart fubmitted to whatever it (hould pleafe 
QoD to ordain. I had one which was very figni- 
ficant. ' 

•BEif^^G employed in fome neceflary work, I faw fte^r - 
me a little animal which appeared to be dead. Thi^ 
animal I took to be the envy of fome perfons, which 
feemed to have beeh dead for fome tiiiie. I took it 
up ; and as I faw it ftmve hard to bite me, and* that 
it magnified to the view of the eye, I caftit aw^y-, 
hut found thereupon that it had filled my fingers with 
fliarp-pointed prickles like needles. I came to one of 
my acquaintance to- get him ^to take them out; but 
he pufhed them deeper in, and left me fo, till a cha- 
ritable pricft, of great merit, ' (whole courttcnant^ is 
ftill prefent with me, though I have not>yet feen him; 
l5Ut bfelieve I (hall before I die) took this animat up 
with a pair of pincers. As foon as he held it faft, 
thofe fcai^' prickles fell off, of themfclves. Then I 
found that I cafily entered into a place, whick before 
had fcemed inaccefllble. Arid though the mire was 
up^ to my girdle, in my way to a defcrted church, I 
went over it, without getting any dirt. It will be eafy 
to fee in the fcquel what this fignified. 

* Doubtless you will wonder that I, who make fo 
little account of things extraordinary, relate dt-eams, 
I do it for two reafons ; firft, out of fidelity, having 
ptomiied to omit nbthing of what (hould come into 
my mincJifc fecondly, becaufe it is the method which 
(Goo makes ufe of to communicate himfelf to faithful 
fouls, to give them foretokens of things to conic,, 
which concern them. Thus nftyflferious 4reams drc 

found 
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fo«n4 in. many l^cps of the k^y ififi§S4r^, Tiiey 
hav« fingular pnjrperties, a3 

I ft. To leavs a certainty that they are myfteriQu^ 
and will hav^ dici^^ffeQ: i^ thrinft»fo|i ; . - 

z^ Tq bt? h«r4Jy ever c©jQ64:Qi|itof th^ memoryj 
though one forgets aJU oiheis;, , 

jd. To redoubk chjc f^f^akuy ctf tb^. ttutfce 
time one thinks of them-, and ^-.^ ; 

4th, They generally leave a certain undi^n, a di- 
vine feftft qt favour at iwe'^^afcinigr I received . fetr 
lers frpm fun4ry religious perfon?, fymc of whgi^ 
lived far frocn mfii . aini fcfm 9^ another, rekting ^q 
tty-igoing forth in tfee fervjce gf <$<»y, and (opiQ ^ 
them w Ge#bv4 TO psrmwbrt: inJiich a 'njannei 
as furprized |ne% - On? of them ; iptijnated thjME I 
muft there bear the crofs and be /p^i^fecufed j ao4 
another of them that I £bould be eyfis ^ nbe blind) fe^ 
to the lame> and arnos tp the n^mpi^'. - 

T»s eicqlefiaftiic, or <;Haplai|i, of our Iwuifer w4$ 
much afraki left I w^s under a deJufipa: Bw whai;^f 
diat tinste greaily c<mfirnied me w^ .v^t father Ci^av^ 
MARTiNTy whom I naentioned above, writ to me thaf^ 
after many prayers, God had given km <o know th$i: 
he required mc at Geneva, a^nd ta make a free facri- 
lice ^ every thing tq him. I anfw<red him, " thaf 
'' perhaps Goo required of rm npthiftg more t^aa ^ 
'* fum of money to afgft in a foiwdatipa whic;Ii was 
" going to be ^abliflied ther?." He replied, thaj 
God had made him know that he wanted not my 
worldly fubftance but myfclf, . At the very fame time 
with this letter I received one fra(9 father la Compe^ 
who writ to me that God had giveft him a certaintyj^ as 
he had done to ieveral of his good ai|4 faithful fervants 
and hand^maid^,. that hewanted m^ at Q^nj^a. The 
writers of thefe tvf o letters lived abqw ^ hundred and 
fifty leagues from each oth^r ; a^ yet both wri^ ^he 

fame thing. I OQuld wt b«t.be fwnfivhtt fyrprise^,?^ 

receive 
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receive at the fame time two letters fo cxaftly alike, 
from two perfons living ib far diftanc from each 
other. 

As foon as I became fully convinced of its being 
the will of GoDy and faw nothing on earth capable 
of detaining me, my fenfes had fonoe pain about leav^ 
ing my children. And upon reflcfting thereon a 
doubt feiued my- mind. Oh my God ! Had I refted 
on myfelf, or on the creatures, 1 fh(nikl have revolted ; 
and, as we read in the fcriptures, leimed m a ipeken 
THdi which mudd hwe pierced niy hand. But relying 
on thtc alone, ifrhat needed I to fear? I refolved 
then to go as a fool, regardlefs of the fcenfures of 
iiich as tindferftand not what it is to be a l^rvant of 
God, and to receive and obey his orders. I firmly be- 
lieved tliat he, by his Providence, would furniCh th« 
means necefiary fw the education of my children 5 
and that in pui^ faith. I put every thiiig by de- 
grees in order, God alone being my guide. In 
the mean time I caufed fev^al mafies to be faid, and 
devctians bn all fides to be maile. I gave offenngs 
10 a church dedicated to the holy Virgin, to obtain 
the favour of Acing the will rf God, and very great 
aims to procure tlSt of knowii>g k. 
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TT feemed to me that by the favours which God 
■*" had beftowed upon me, to make me quit every 
thing, he made my chains the ftronger, and my fepa^. 
ration the more blameablej for none could receive 
ftronger marks of affeftion fropi an own mother than 
thofe which I received at this time from my mother- 
in-law, not only in health -, but even the leaft ficknefs 
which befell me ^ade her very uneafy : She faid, '^ She 
.*' had a veneration for my virtue." I believe what 
.contributed not a little to this change was, thatfhe had 
heard from one or other, that three perfons had offer- 
ed fuit to mej and that I refufed them, though they 
wefe of a quality above mine, with, other advantage^, 
5he remembred how fhe had upbraided me on this 
head, and \ anfwered her not a word, whereby I might 
have let her know that it depended only on myfelf to 
marry to advantage. She began to fear left fo rigo- 
rous a treatment, as Ihe had ufed toward me, might 
draw me to deliver myfelf, by fuch means, with ho- 
nour from her tyranny ; and was fenfible what da- 
mage that might be to my children. So fhe was now 
very tender to me on every occafion. I fell extremely 
ill. I thought that God accepted of my willingnefs of 
facrifice with that of my life: During this illnefs my 
mother-in-law went not from my bed-fide. The tears 
Ihe fhed fhcwed the fincerity of her afFeftion. I was 
very njuch affefted at it, and thought I loved her as 
my true mother. How then fhould I leave her now, 
being fo far advanced in age ? The maid, who, till 
then had been my plague, took an inconceivable 

friendfhip 
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friendship for mc. She praifcd me every where, fay* > 
ing, V- 1 was a true faint," (though I was far from . , 
it.) She ferved'me with extraordinary refpcA, and beg-- 
ged pardon for all that fhc had made me fufFer. She 
died of grief after my departure. 

, There was a prieft of merit, an inward man, who 
had fallen in with a temptation of taking on him an 
employ which I was fejnfible God did not call him to, 
and therefore, fearing it S^uld be a fnare to him, I ad* 
vifed him againft it. He joined with the perfon from 
whom I broke off' my intimacy, and who perfecuted 
me fo much. He did the fame in a concealed way, 
after having promifed me he would not do it. But he 
died foon after. I faw him gradually fall off from 
the grace of God by this Infidelity. 

THfeRE was a Nun in a monaftery I often w^ent to, 
who was entered into a ftate of purification, which e^ery 
one in the houfe looked on as diftraftion ; and there- 
fore they locked her up, which had like to have deftroy- 
edjher. All that went to fee her called it phrenzy or me- 
lancholy. I knew her to be devout. 1 demanded to 
iee her. As foon as I approached, I felt an imprelfion 
of her ftate, being that of purification. I defired of the 
Superior, that fhe (hould not be locked up, nor people 
admitted to fee herj but ^that (he would confide her 
to my care ,• that I hoped things would change. I dif- 
covered that her greateft pain was at being counted a 
fool. I advifed her to bear the ftate of fbolilhnefs, 
as Jesi^s Christ had been willing to bear it before 
HERODi This facrifice gave her a calmnefs at once. 
But as God was willing to purify her fqul, he detach- 
ed herfrom all thofe things, to which (he had had be- 
fore the grgajefl: attachn>ent. At laft, after (he had 
patiently undergone her fufFering?, her Superior writ 
tp me tMhat I was in the right, ai)d that fhe was now 
f*' come out of-that ftate of dcjedion, in_ greater pu- 
"'rity than ever." God gave me at that time the gift 

Cc of 
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of difcciningfpiritsi and there was none but I that 
iknew her condition. 

. The winter bcfote I left home was one of the long- 
ed and hardcft that had been for feveral years, viz- 
that of 1680. It was followed with extreme fcarcity, 
which proved to me an occafion of exercifing cha- 
rity. My fnother-in-law joined me heartily here- 
in, and appeared to me fo much changed, that I 
could not but be both^^^iW^rized and overjoyed at 
it. We diftributed at the houfe ninety- fix dozen of 
loaves every week, but the private charities^^ to the 
balhful poor were much greater. I kept poor boys 
and girls employed at work: And God gave fuch a 
' blefflng to my alms, that I did not find that my family 
loft any thing by it. Before the death of my hulband^ 
my mother-in-law told hini, that I Ihould ruin him with 
my charities^ tho* he himlelf was fo charitable, that in a 
verydear year, white he was young, he diftributed a con- 
fidcrablc fum j but now fhe repeated this to him fo often, 
that he comma^dtd me to fet dbwn in writing all the 
ttidney I laid out, both what I gave for the cxpence 
of the houfe^ and for all that I caufed to be bought; 
that frt>m thence he might judge of what Igave to the 
poor. This new obligation, which I was brought 
under, appeared to ttie fo much the harder^ as for above 
eleven yea!^ that we had been married I had* never 
before had tht like Required of me. What troubled 
me moft was the feat of having nothing to give to 
filch as wanted* 'tlowever I futmiitted to it, yet with- 
out f^trferichteg any part of my charities. I did riot 
fet do'i^n ahy of my alhi^s, ahd yet my account of ex- 
■pences \^l5 fbund tbarif\^<fer eiaSly. ! was forprfeed 
at it, andirtteehi^ It one of/the w6hdcns of provi- 
dence. *Th^t made itie mbre liberal df %hat I thought 
was the'td-RD^s, and ftidvkiine; • HbV^diitih i^ therie in 
^the world 6f ufeleft ditepation of ^Hat- would, be 

pmper fdj- the fubfifte^icc of the poor V ioi which, if 

■ < .-....: they 
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they fo applied it, God would regard their very fami- 
lies ! 

/ 

In the time of my grcateft g^ini, Ibme year? ^ter 
my hulband's de^th (for they begun threq yt:ars before 
my widowhood, and lafted four years ^fter). my fpot- 
rtian came to tell me, for I was then in tl;^ covmjry, ^ 
that there was in the road a poor fpldier dyipg- I 
made him be brought in, and having ordered a fepa- 
rate place to be made rea^y for him, I kept him above 
a fortnight. His malady was a flux, which he had 
taken ui the army. It was (o (linking and n'aufeous, 
that though the domefticks were charitably inclined, 
no body could bear to come near hini. I went to 
empty his pots* It is true that I never did any thing 
of the kind which was {o hard to me, When I emp- 
tied them, there came out fuch an intolerable ftench, 
that 1 was ready to faint- I frequently coade efforts 
for a full quarter of an hour ^t a time.* It feemcd as 
if my very heart was going to corpe wp 5 .. yet I never 
defifted from doing it. I fometimes kept poor people 
at my houfe, to drefs their fores 5 bpt ney^r mef with 
any thing fo terrible s|$ ^hjs. So thp poqr majo, after 
I h^ made him receive bis fecrgipcnit, died pf it.- 

What gave mc now no fmall concern was the tender- 
nefs I had for my childrp, efpecially my younger fim, 
whom I h^d ftrong r^foiis fpr loving. I far him in- 
clined to good 5 and evpry t^iog feemcd to favour the 
hopes I had conceived of km. I ihoitg^c ip running 
a grcAt rifque to le^yc him to anpthjer*p education. 
My daii^ter I defigned taking with mc, though flie 
was at this time ill in a fever.. Pn^videnco was pleafcd 
fo to order it that (he timely recovered. The ties, 
with which God held ipe clofely iiimfe4 to himfelf, 
were infinitely firongcr thap thofe of flefb /and blood. 
The l4w$ oif.my facr^J marriage obliged mr to. giwe up 
allft to follow my fpouie whitherfoever it w^s his plca- 
furc to call me after him. Tkough I rften hefitaced, 

C c 2 and 
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and doubted much before I went, I never doubted, 
after my going off, of its being his will ; and though 
nKn, who judge of things only according to the fuc- 
cd's they fecm to have, have taken bccafion from my 
diigraces and fufFerings, to judge of my calling;- and 
to run it down as error, illufion and imagination ; it isr 
that very perfecution, and the multitude of ftrangQ crof- 
Yes it has drawn upon me, of which this imprifonment 
I now fuffer is one, which have confirmed me in the 
certainty of its truth and validity ; nay I am moreirJisin 
ever convinced that the refignation which I have made 
erf" every thing is in pure obedience tO the divine will. 
The gofpel effedlually in this point Ihcws itfelf to be 
true, which has promifed to thofe that Ihall leave all 
for the love of God, an hundred fold in this life, and 
perfecutions alfo. And have not I infinitely more than 
an hundred fold, in fo entire a poffeffion as thou, my 
God, haft: taken of me y in that unfhaken firmnefs which 
thou giveft me in my fufferings, in a perfedt tranqui- 
lity in the midft of a furious tempeft, which aflaults 
me on every fide ; in an unfpeakable joy, enlarged- 
neis and liberty which I enjoy in a moft ftraight and 
rigorous captivity. I have no defire that my impri- 
fonment (hould end before the right time. I love my 
chains. Every thing is equal to me, as I have no 
will of my own, but purely the love and will of him 
who pofleflbs me. My fenfes indeed have not any re- 
lifli for fuch things, but my heart is feparated from 
them, and born over them : And my perfeverance is not 
of myfelf, but of him who is my life ; fo that I can fay 
with the Apoftle, '^ It is no more I that live, but 
^^ Jbsus Christ that liveth in me. It is he in whom 
^^ I live, move, and have my being." 

To return to thefubjeft, from which I <Aen wan- 
der without thinking on it, I fay then that I was not 
fo unealy to go with the new catholicks, as to engage 
with them, not finding a fufficient draught to the latter. 
I fought for it, but did not finc^ ' 1 l^*'- 
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to contribute to the converfion of wandering fouls, 
and God made ufe of me to convert feveral families 
b^ore my departure, ope of which was compofed of 
eleven or twelve perfons. Befides, * Father la Comb£ 
had written to me, to make ufe of this opportunity for 
letting ofiV'but did not tell me whether I ought to 
engage with them or not. Thus: it was the providence 
of my God alone, which cw^ercd every thing, to which 
I was refigned without aAy rcierve : :And that hindered 
me from engaging with them. • 

Oke day refle<5ting on this undertaking of mine, I 
found my faith fts^ering, weakened with a- fear 
leH I were under a miftake, which flavifh fear was in^ 
creafed by an ecclefiaftic at our houfe, who told me 
it was a rafli and ill advifed delign. Being a little 
difcouraged, 1 4)pened the bible, and at firft met with 
this paiTage in Isaiah, " Fear not thou worm Jaco^, 
and ye men of IfraeL I will help thee faith the 
LoftD, and thy Redeemer the holy one of IfraeL^ 
Chap. Ixi. 1 4. and near it, " Fear not; for I have re- 
" deemed thee, I have called thee by thy name ; thou 
" art mine: When thou pafleft' through the wiaters I 
'* will be with thee, &c.'* . 

• r 

9 

. I HAD a very great courage given me for going, 
but could not perfuade myfelf that it would be to fet- 
tle with the new catholicks. It was however liecefla- 
ry to fee Sifter Garkier, their Superior at Paris^ \h 
order to take our meafures together: But I' could not 
go to Paris^ becaufe that journey would^have hindered 
me from taking another at the time when- 1 fhould hi\i 
been obliged to. go off. She then, thoitgh much iridif- 
pofed, refolved to come and fee me. • ' In what a won'- 
derfiM manner, oh my God, didtt thou conduft things 
•by thy providence, ta make every thing conle to the 
point of thy^ will ! Every day I faw new miracles, 
w)ii(:h both amazed and ffill more i^nfirmed me ; for 
with ^ paternal goodnefs thou took care of eveA .the 

fmallcft 
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ims^Ueft things. As ihc btciuicd feitiofi; off, ibc hU &sk i 
And thou permitted it to fall put to> to giv^ room 
tdg^reby for a pcrTon, who wQ^ld have c^fcov^cd ^vpry 
thing, in the npte^n timie to take; a journey. As 
ihe had given me i^ice of the d^y (he intended tQ 
fct off, leeiftg that ^ay was e^ceflively Ivdt» aod ^ 
iultry that X imagined, that, beUg taken fo mueh ten^ 
der care of as fte was at home, they would not 
let her begin her journey tjhw (which prored to be 
the cafe, as Ihe hcrfdif told me.rfter) 1 forayed W the 
Lord to be pleafed to grant a wind to rife, to mo- 
derate the violent he^ac. Scarce bad I prayed but 
there arpfe fuddenly fo refrefiung a wind, that I w^ 
furprized at it: And that wind did. not ceafe^ during 
her whole journey, till after her return* 

I WENT to meet her, and birought her to my coun>- 
try-houfe, in fuch fort that fhe was not ften or known 
of any body. What enabarrafled me a little was, that 
I had two of my domefticks who knew her: But as 
I had been lalbouring for the converfion of a lady, I 
managed my conversions with her in fuch a man- 
ner> as eafily to make them belkvc that it was on 
that account I had fent for her, a^ that it was ne- 
ceflary to keep it fecret, that that lady might not be 
difcour^ged from coming. Though I knew nothing 
.of eontrpverfial potnts^ yet God ib forniflied me 
that I did oQt fail t& aniwer aJl her obje&ioDs, and 
I'efolve all her doubts (to fudi a degree) that Ihe 
could m)t bin give becfeif up to God eniir«^. 
Though fift^r G^aicrfiR had a good ihare both of 
^ace and natural imderflandiiH^, jct her words had 
not fuch an e&& oa thb fouf as |hafe with which 
God fupplied me, as fhe afiiirsd me faerfelf. She 
even c^ald not forbear ^^aking of it. i fbk a move^ 
ineat to beg her of God^ as a teftunooy^ of his h^ly 
will conceratng me ; and he was pleafe^ to grant i4 
(tbotjigh fhe did iiot make her ^juvaiion oil after lay 
depanure) wiUing that I fliould gq off ix^out any 

other 
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other aflUhanfce, ckcepl that His divhi Provideftce was 
cdnduftirig all things. Th« lifter did not declare her 
thoughts tO'Aie tor four days. Then ftie told me 
fhe wduld tioit go- with me. At thi* I was the more 
forprized, as Ihkdperftiadcd-myfelf that Goo would 
graht to her viirtiie what he woutd r^fufe to ray dc-? 
merits'. Befide, tkd reafens (he gaVe appeared to tne 
to be merely htimaBi and void of • fupernatural grace. 
That riiade mr hefitate a little: Then^ takii^ new 
courage, thtough the refigtiation rf my whole fclf, I 
faid, ** 1 1^ not thither (6r your feke : I will n6t Ml 
** to go thither, though without you." Thb fur* 
prized her, a!s flie owbed to me ; for flje thoii^t that, 
on her rcftifad,- 1 wm^ld decline my purpofe of going. 

I regulated every thing, and on a paper wrote, as 
I thoiig^t i!»rqper, the contrad: of affockition with 
theifti. No fooner had I dc^e it, but after the com- 
munion I fdt great trouble of mind for it. I told 
her my pain, and that I had no doUbt but Goo de^ 
mbhrded rfte at Geneva, yet did hot let sac fte that 
h^ would hkve me to be of their congr e gation. She 
deiired to have fome time till after the ma& and con^- 
itiunion, and tiixt then ffa^ would tell me what Ost 
thought Ood reqmred of m^e. Herein he dhrefted her 
'cmmry to both her imeireft^ and iiidmatiom Ste 
then toid ne that, ^ t ought not cotonnedk myftif 
'^^ witfh her, thai ft was inot Got>'!5 defig^ ; that I only 
^ ough^ to go wkh her fiftets, and that when lihouid 
^ be Uteres Father &a Combe, fmE^ ^ler Jb^ bad 
** yfe*^ ^uid fignify to tne the diviw wilt" At once 
I «ntei%d ihtd thefe fe aStfi i uPrtSs and tAy tbvX then cc- 
'^smA dte 'fweets !of inward peace. 

Klv Hrft thought hadbbdi (before I knew T>f life 

'•tiew tatholkks goi^ ta<SEx) to go direftty to Ob- 

k^i^A, as air ehit tiine them were catholidks there in 

^JTervke^ atfid Ijlthietwife ^ and to take ibme litde room 

wifihdut any noife, and without declaring myfelf at 

Hrft : 
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firft: And as I knew how to make ap all forts of 
ointments, to heal wounds, and. efpccially the king's, 
evil, of which there is abundance in that place, and 
for which I had a moft certain aire, I hoped eafiljr 
to infinuate myfelf by this way ; and with the chari- 
ties which I fhould. have done to have won over 
many of the people. I have no doubt but, if I had 
followed this draught, things would have fucceeded 
better :, But I thought I ought rather to follow the 
fentinient of the bifhop than my own views. . What 
am I faying ? Has not thy eternal word, oh my God, 
had its effeft and accomplilhment in me ? Man fpcaks 
as man : But when we behold things in God, we fee 
« them in far other lights. Yes, my Lord, thy defign 
yras to give Geneva not to my cares, words or works, 
but to my fuflferings : For the more I fee thtngs ap- 
pear hopelefs, the more do I hope for the conyerflon 
of that city by a way known to thee only: Yes, 
Geneva, thou fhalt fee the truth flourilh again within 
thy walls, whidh error has banifhed from them : And 
very happily fhall thofe words be Verified in thy fa- 
vour, which are infcribed on thy town-houfe : After 
darknifs lights tliough now thy fons take thehi in a 
quite contrary fenfe. One day fhalt thou be illu- 
minated with the .light of truth, and that beautiful 
temple of St. Peter fhall again have the advantage 
.of containing within its bofom our facred and im- 
portant myfterics. How true is it in one fenle, oh 
my Lord, that thou bail made me the daughter of 
the crofi of Geneva, and how heartily would I give 
my. blood to fee thy crofs fprout up there! Father 
%,A Gombe h^s told me fince, that he had had a ftrong 
impulfe to write to me, not to engage with the new 
catholicks ; that he believed it not to be the will of 
God concerhihg mc^ ' but he pmitted doing it. As to 
my direftor M. Bertot, he died four months l^rforc 
my departure. I had forae fign of his deaths : 1 was 
the only perfon to whom He addrefled himfelf. It 
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fcemcd that he gave me a portion of his fpirit to 
help his children. 

I WAS feized with a fear, that the check I had felt, 
at dripping myfelf (in favour of the new catholicks, 
of what I had defigned for Geneva) was a ftratagem 
of nature, which does not love to be ftripped. I writ 
to lifter Garnier to get a contraft drawn up accord- 
ing to my firft memorial. God permitted me to com- 
mit this , fault, to make me the more fenfible of his 
protedion over me. 



^ N D OF THE First Part« 



Dd 



[ '89 1 



APPENDIX. 



Observations on the Life of M. Guion. 



ICoNsibEKEf) in this publication that to trace the 
ftcps of any worthy life, fingularly remarkable fot 
arduous trials, and fof excellent fruits arifing from 
them, has a good efFeft on fucceffors, allotted to 
undergo hard and heavy probations.. It rends tor 
animate their faith, patience, and truft in God for 
fupport, and for lading benefit rcfuking from fucli 
trials becoming fanftified to them. 

Om this account I thought, tha[f to rfcfcue ffom obli-» 
vion and obfcurity the lives of fome valuable fo^ 
feigners, to render them known in the Britifh domi- 
nions, would be agreeable to mariv pious perfonsj 
^and perhaps be profitable in makiftg the proper 
imprcffions on fome not yet of that number, ex- 
citing them, timely and warmly, to purfue their highcflf 
and moft lafting intereft, and readily to facrificc theW- 
to every thi/ig which would obftruft it. 

IW regard to thefe foreigners I obfefve {)e'rlbris of 
piety differently affefted. Some rejoice to find that 
fuch have been raifcd up in dark countries, 'Who 
through fierce and repeated Ihocks haive bravely and 
fteadily ftood, ftill adhering in heart to Cutusr ; ftiti 
concerned to do juftly^ to loDe and pradtiffe fnerty and 
charity^ and to walk humbly with Gx>t) -, whofe hearts 
breathed, and whofe aftions tended to nothing elfe but 
Glory to God in the bigbeji\ on earth Peace^ Good-will to men: 
They joyfully feel a brotherhood with fuch worthies, inl 
the heavenly kindred, being convinced^ with the good 

D d 2 Apoftlc, 
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Apoftle, that in every nation, ibef that fear Cod and 
work rigbUeufne/s are accepted with him. Ads x. 35. 
Now wtiat better th^ this can tfaey cxpf£t, who w/th 
a rigid Ijarflinefs cenfurc their memories, after tbey have 
Uved wboUy to bim wbe died for tbem ? 

Piety, or ^ dcjiicatioi) ojfthe. (p«l tp.Gw, feitiiT 
fully to obey fucK of his difcoveries as break through 
the thick furrounding clouds, isof an itnivcrfal nature 
and extent, through all the cUmates and aecs of the 
■world.' Men wKofe hearts are duly aSe^d therewith,- 
reibiQe 6a the behalf even of the virtuous Gentiles, 
wnp, »(" baving the. lawj ere a lap, te tbemfelvei. 
I(qm*. ii; 14. ' 

■ Y^T I havf, qiet; wjth foiDC, eihsmed fnouS; both by, 
thcmfelves and othersi who feem to dpfpife the very bcft 
of ajiy other nation or people than their own. They 
ap^ehcnd tKey fpy »io/(^ in- their eyes, while they fee 
nai the heams injbeir own- They hjive , therefore, little 
fyiTipathy with "their_ various fufferings for Chris t, 
and for the teltimppy of a. good cobfcicnce, with their 
l^ing and'crtiel imprifonmcnts on this account. InftciKj, 
of reeling, tli,cir. liearts endeare4 to them, as valiant, 
■ pitiept.ie^loi/i'rfuff'^rers of the one Lord, thef. appear 
in, their own eyes to, b? above them. aTiwy therefore 
rejed all that they did and fuffered- 

I qanjipt but. with thcfe may open th?ir do<»r3.to tfie 
r^f eptioji! of tendcrrhearted charity toward, thqfe wht>. 
_:;:._. :_ .!;_:_ ^i-- — -.xccUept pattern?, probably, 
dcenfurerst in a conftant dcr, 
even under fuch (^ifadvan-. 
known, and fuch opprelfions, 
ini. May they cali^iy; con-, 
tb^p, only; to find oi,).c,and. 
b, to. raife, their owp credit, 
■ labourers and deeper ^Wi 

When 
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Whjkn thp belor^d A^toftle, ict hi3. yoimg^r ytcm^ 
cppaplained of offi? <?afting oyt (JeviU in Ch^i^t** 
Narne> Ijsiying, he and hjs fclb.w-cjifciples. ha^: for- 
biddeij hip?, feeing 1» followed njott Cjw-i^JiSiii w«h 
them. Our Lor^d replied^ ^' Fort>id hkft naih; fprr 
'^ he that; is. 90}: ag^iioft uis, ^sfoRU^/- Z^Mbs^ ik* 

4931 • 59. - 



The French Editor's Remarks, in. hi?. 
^ Preface, on the Life or M. Guion. 



XJi to. any thc: ftiftte of' long-cpnriouedi probftjian- 
(fee. i}ndei:wcnt fecm ft range,, it is fopj wt^nt: of- 
'-duely- pbijerving vfiis^t St. Pajul foys of. J:E:SiU. s- 
Christ himfcilfi i^^r. /A ^ff^w Ar«i^ /i?r ^i^^i are- 
alli^i^gfy a$f4iiy /te^l^m^r^ aUtbingSi in:bni^ing m^ 

fm^ upia glcry^ ta make tHcaptamcf tbmfah^tkf^ 
^pirfia,jb(rmgkMmngs^ Heb,. xi. lOr l-hc/feoa©' 



«c 

if 
i< 

* 

■f 

** Apoille farther aflurcs us, that fouls .M?hiqhiGoi> h^d 
" chofen, " He alfo did predeftinaU to be conformed to the 
^^--iffMg^l of his 5^»/' R^m^ viii. 9, This . priy^tion, 
*• by, w|iich«(he w,a$ pvirified and prepwedfOr- feryiifle,?' 

«c - ' - - _ - 
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Qugbl^ t^er^^fprer not to :aftooiih:fuch readers, a^ h*ve- 
q^v^r heard of j^ny thing like it.- Itt was tfc© i^jBo- 
** in fuhftf^ivce which was experienced. by the rgreM pa- 
trijirch^i JjQP iiod: D^vid, and by. many others cn- 
v-lighte;?^; i^%i thc memory, of wfepfci f^n^ity-j i*- 
hS^ in .honour at this^.dfty,i It is. allaje. coftfi^ip-^ 
*^ma«idcby,the fwrifix^ of etenfa/j4h^im%. 01; a c^p* 
*^ fifiCtt; to .contJauc^ f<pr, ev^r, if Gqq , plcafc^.> fo . to . di- 
r^^ it* aod for his, glory, ioe. this famo ftatfc of: ri- 
gpimf puv0tio99^ wWch fa^mwy faift«« hay^uodtir- 
g<We 5 aofctiwbcrcin.thlcy. would ratfacr^ chqfc, ; af.,^f 11 - 
". \St fo^rx^hjarCi hdliitfeifc than the Icailrfm::. A:ftiit&- 
'•- ^b«h i3i aS: l4ft ftrfiftwfd ' with. that ofrth^j pwwft-* 
*VuBJaq«. with GioiP, andi. ac;:ordingv aSiJc. RfeAfcs'- 

" him. 
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" him, with gifts and graces of very high c!c-« 
"« grecs. Here will be fcch examples of fevcral 
** forts, and of fome as fublime a$ any that are 
" to be met with any where. As there arc in it many 
*' things which pafs the natural comprehcnfion of the 
" human mind, it wilLbe well, in reading them, 
« to remember that faying of St. Paul, " The things' 
*^ of God knowcth no man, but the fpirit of God." 
And againy " He that is fpiritual judgeth all things, 
" yet he himfelf is judged of no man.'* i. Cor. iu 

II, 15- 

" This advice of the Apoftlc ought to make us 
" very cautious of condenining the ingenuity, with 
^' which this purified foul has defcribed,. without dif- 
gutfe, a part of the perfecutions which have been 
ftirred up againft her by all forts of pcrfons. It 
will be feen in the courfe of this hiftory, and efpe- 
cially toward the end of it, that God permitted 
" her to pafs over in filence the moft confiderable 
part, which regards her laft perfecutions and her 
imprifonment. 



4( 
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As to what appertains to her firft probatit)ns in 
her family, of which fhe lays open the particulars, 
not very favourable to the perfons Ihe fpeaks of, 
*^ (he has made ufe of fo many precautions, to pre- 
*' vent any one's pafling a judgment to their difad- 
^* vantage, that affuredly none or thofe any way intfe- 
^* refted can have any ' reafon of difcontent, from 
•* fuch inftances of mortification and patience here 
*' given, as may ferve to the edification of fouls and 
*,* to the glory of God. Here is not any fuch adion 
'^ expofed as to fix a blemifh on them, fuch as G an 
" has permitted the facred writers to fix on the fa- 
** milies of Jacob, David, and fcvcral other faints 
" who arc honoured not the lefs on account of it. Ti» 

• 

♦* only certain dome{tic vexations which he pennit-. 
^ ted; and (he has fufficiently made the apok^.. 



X4 



cc 



APPENDIX. 193 

^* for the ddmeftic pcrfons by whom (he has been cx- 
*' crcifcd- She has declared, over and over, that 
they had at heart the fear of God, a fincere piety, 
and a good fhare of virtue, and of charity ; that 
their manner of adting toward her was a difpenfar 
** tion of G o D to purify her, to which end he fliiit 
their eyes, that they might hll into the miftakes 
neceflary to produce the efFed Jje dcfigned by if ; 
" and that, after that ufe had been niade of it, all 
'' returned from their prejudices,, hvtnbled thcmfelves 
*' before her, acknowledged the folidity of her virtue, 
^'ajid dven became her pancgyrifts, 

A READER of any difccrnmient ought not, in thefe oc- 
*' curences, to dwell on the thoughts of the perfon who 
^' commits the faults, and look on himfelf as above 
" fuch weaknefles. He ought rather to fear, if God 
*' placed him in fuch probations, and left hitn to 
*' himfelf, that he would do a hundred times worft, 
^* and perhaps never recover from it. It is. only, for 
*' the pprfon who receives fuch treatments, . to look 
*^ at them with meeknefs, filcnce, patience, fupprcf- 
^' fion of the movements of nature, benignity, be- 
*' neficence to every neighbour, thankfgivings to God, 
^^ in order to be edified and built up thereby ; and to 
" pray to God for grace to enable him to imitate 
^* Christ Ifi the like trials. 

. " For this excellent purpofe has G o p permitted 
f* thefe things to be fet before our eyes : For if all 
** adted this way, in all the occurrences of private 
*^ Vife, and with all thofe they converfe with, the fame 
** things which generally provejfubjefts and fources of 
^* diflenfions and debates, of hoftility and hatred, of ' 
wars and every fort of evils temporal, and often 
eternal, would t}e changed into means of improve- 
ment in goodneis, into fpiritual fuccoiirs,.>i!)to fchools ' 
^' to make us become faints, and like angels in purky, 
innocence, goodnefs and charity. They would ren- 

" dcr 
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"idcr us- triie difciplea aiid imitators <rf Jesus Christ. 
•* And indted, -{without this- ho man is his, but in 

** imaginatioffi \ ttar k chriftlan, biit in name, 

■» ' . ♦■»«.■» 

" FGRMfe3i-iy^ to purify the chriftlahs, God made 
** life of th^ h&ttdd . and .perfecutions of the idola- 
*' trouB pagart6y who by their torments and their fires 
piiirlficd th&Ti fike gold in the fiirnace. .Now, fincc 
there atfi SO mot^ pagans for ttrat purpofe, it pleafes 
•* God, ih ord^i' to purify fouls,- to make ufe of the 
" daily iohduft, the hu/hdlirs ittd vexation* of thoife 
** one lives with, relitibhs, ffi^ndsj acquaintance arid 
** neighbours. If we received their manners of bc- 
** having, to fliSy^S ehrtftiihsy Aiid according to the 
** intelmon tf GdD, it 'WoUld rtendei- m true feints, 
^ and would ^oeiirc its a f)iS&ce unalterable arid eter- 
** hali as aippears in the ftn<ftifierf foul,- ^h'ich gives 
** US to ftkr here ihaf ft§ mi^ed th5fe g66d .<^*a:s By 
-** this wayv which is \^ithout dduBt a pkft of /i&^ daily 
^^trifs^ wWfch, . Ji6:^s GfjAnf %'i, 'd^i Muft haf^ if 
^.io^JwiU tmi ^ef Uhi art* afcdomp^ny him Both 
!^ iw ihiff irorld arid ffeJ 0th«-/* 
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■ » 

The Au'rtitDr of «he Bist«RV of the Afdibiflb<)|r 
oiCambrUy'% Life, giv6s us the following. 

^ . « » » . 

Summary of M. GUION'a Doctrine. 

I 

V # • 

^^/^HARITY is fhc Toured an* the <fnd, the i\x\i 
Vy arid confutnmation of the whole law^ of al! du- 
ties, of all vimtes: And tJie two means of arriving 
at this ptrffea fove are FtOfer atid the fdf^itnid' en-* 

joined in the gbfpel. 

. -f . \ 

Pk AYfitfe is fieither a (Weet ftnfation, nor the charm of 
an inflathed imagiriatton,* nor an abftra^ed f^^ecolativd 
reafening; but it is thfc etttirt bent of the f0ul toward 
its *vii4e Origin. It is what the moijrfimple are ca* 
pabfe of 5 what nothing fllbiild Interrupt 5 and wh^t 
xs compatible* ^ith all the ^wtics^ of our riWrtaJ ftate: 

ft ft nifdelBrtt at ftft'tbtrf^yigoitirfs^egbrt^^^ 
cd afts, and frequent returning^ to* 6od^ iSoAt Wertaay' 
be fepar^ted from all the objefts of our pafHons^ 
$r nati&id iftcihmfions^ stvbid* afl oecafidn? bjf wl^ich 
they aref e*dted, refcdllcai ianrf ffeut ourfelvts up with^ 
in our fpiritus^l nature, and by that meaip gradually 
gain a habit of living in the divine prcfoice, after 
a more fimple, uniform, and intiriHit^ mianhet. . 

Whilst the mind thus afcends towards the fpye- 
feign truth, the heart diMgigcs itlHf, not bnly from 
al! its groffer afffeftiona, but even from a:lf its' itioft re- 
fined vie ws^ arid Jjitrfuitr. And here we may difcovt^f 
the hmci x>f two very difcitiit operations tif the dii 
vine Wifdtom, v\t. 

God in the begtnriiftgf fets our hearts ffee frorti 
impure plealures, by the tafte jie gives ufs of a hea- 
vcnljT delc&atiwl ' Aninwtted f^ ifhe tender fcnti- 

E e roenrs 
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mcnts of a new-born love, w^ exercife ourfelves with a 
noble an4 m^fculine vigour in all the labours of w 
active virtue,. The foul, ravifhed with the jdivine 
amiablen'^fs, is no longer to be touched with the fe- 
ducing charms of . a proifane fenfuality. 

He then proceeds to another operation in us^ in 
brdcr . to dcftrpy the miftaken Iovj: of qurfelycs •, aqd 
t,hi^ ^ot by plea/ur€S hM hy fyfferings. Ajfter having 
weaned us from earthly objcftss, he fliuts^us up within 
the foliury, prifon of our own beings, to the. end that 
we may experience the darknels, weaknefs.and cmpti- 
nefs of that being. He fets before our eyes all the 
fecret abominations of our felf-love^ the : inp^purity of 
thofe virtues that flow from ^ it, and ks uiiirpations 
upon the rights of the Divinity. What a fburce of 
pains mull this be to a creature idolatrous of itfelf 
and of its own virtue? The foul finds nothing in itfelf 
that is worthy of its love; and, being no longer able 
to endure its own fociety, flies off and forfakes itfelf, 
to plunge, and to be fwallowjed up^ in the love of that 
objcft .who alone j5 lovely. ^ 

. Then it is that the impohunate nolfe of the feqfes, 
and of the imaginations, becomes hulbed *, tlu^ tumultu- 
ous hurry of our thoughts, and pafllons ceafes •, and the 
whole foulj being, brought int9 aprqfotmd filence^ ^orcs 
hini in fpirit and in truth, whofc perfedions arc be- 
yond ail expreilion, and above all conception. 

But thjs ^ilenct is fuch as excludes only, ufclefs* 
refle&ions, fuperflupus , reafonings, and barren fpe* 
culations, which interrupt the aftion of the devout 
heart. In loving God purely, we believe every thing 
he teaches, obey every thing he commands, hope 
for every thing he promifes : For this charity, being 
predominant^ produces, animates, and perfects in us all 
thcvift^esh^maqanddivjnp.?* . .^; 

, J '1 . , i'hi E^d of tb^y$V MM AKY. . 

Such 
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Such >vas the doftrine which M, GuioM experi- 
mentally leari^cd in Christ's fpiritual academy, and 
which (he w^^sconftRinedtt> publilb both by wprdand 
writing, viz. the niecefliity of the operation bf the 
leaven of Christ's kingdom, to purge out all the old 
leaven of corrupt felU to die daily to thatj in- order tQ 
pafs into, and to live wholly in' Gop, while here. 
The felfifh eccleliafticks of France^ with their blind 
dependents, could not bear io pure a doftrine;.and 
therefore ftirred up the ftorms of wrath and of violent 
perlcctition igainfr her,' which ftie bore Rkc a true ^ 
cKriftian, praying for the falvation and hapjpincfs of 
her perfecutQr$. . . 

Now hear what account^ onp who writes as an ene- 
my gives 6f M: GuioN, Abbe' Fenelon, (or Arcfibi- 
tciO^oiCamhray) and their converts . about the Court 
of France. 

The Author df a bobk entitled Anndes dt la cour et 
de Paris pour ks^ annus iS^y^ ^nd 1698,, (that is, Jn- 
nak gf the court and of Paris for the years i 697^ and 
1698) publiihed at the time when the dodtrine of 
pure k)ve was pu Wickly* * contefted, fays, *'• All the 
*• friends of the Abbe Fenelon were the frTtods of 
"*' lOladam Guion. The Diik'e of 6BAuyiUEi(s,who 
was governor of the children of France^ was fuf- 
pefted of giving into her errors, with the Duke 
** of Chevreuse, and their families. The whole houfe 
" of Charostb was alfo fuipefted of giving into 
♦* tHcfc new opinions: But what hindered fcrupu* 
^^ lous minds from condemning them was, that there 
" were no people, either in the court, or in all France^ 
•• wbofe morals .were more regular, or whofe lives 
** were more chriftian-like than theirs.** 
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A NOBLE confeiQon this, in favour of Fenelon and 
GuiON, drawn by the force of truth from the pen of 

E e 2 a writer 
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a writer, who (in the fame Rage) ftigmatizcs thefropU 

jhjons with the names of H^S *^^ S^^^f^f^ • * 

• • -.■ - 

• Quietism has rccdvcd that Dame from a profeflfed ftate of 
^aietodt in the|bt|l, haying learned to acquiefce in the will of 
iGop oodar ttet^ trial and di^xaifadon* The fe£l of Quiettft? 
^ade a fire»t nqiib u>wf»rd x\t clo^ of Uie kft ce^t^ryr. They 
profefled a pore, ^iblime and perfect devotion, an entire difinte^ 
refted love of Goi^ free fromjall felfii^ confiderations^' iovlng hixx^ 
tor himfelf, on account of liis own perfe^ons, ihd^ndennf of 
knjr Inwards or')>iMiiihinents. 

A BODY ofmealiJLetberep c^dthe lUumh^h (pr^S ^P ^ 
•j^^>aboi;t the ye|^r 1575* They h^d a great namber o? follow- 
ers ; moft of them were appi^endeid anci clappeci u^ in (he Inqui- 
fition of Coriioua\ ; fome of them were piic ta death, aiyi the 
reft abjured their do^nes. The like^ body revived in France in 
JP634. Bat the^r were ib hotly ^luHoe^ by Lawi6 XIII. chat they 
were foon deftroyed. ^ow liappy then ai:e Britpust who may prosr 
fecute the teftimony of a good cotifcience |:oward Gop, without 
"* ' hunted to deftraftion for it I 



f Cwiiua a large city in the province of Andalufia^ on the river 

K. B. THfc QuMTiSTs were of theRomilh church, hnt the 
lPitTitT«9 of a later date, ^mpgup amon|; the Proteftants in 
ISirmMjf. Soine of 'the latter ifltre charged with grofs errors ih 
ddftrine, feme are faid to be only vttoaAri^» fome of tiiem 
:Mty good and honeft |«c^ who, diigufled ^^4^ the C9ldaeft an^ 
lormality of other churches, and won with the pie^y pf thefi;^ 
^ave joined themfelye; to thex^. 
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Pur 3V ANT to the expcftatiojn. given in the con- 
tents of the Appendix^ at the jbeginoiog of this 
yplyme^ 1 aow iome tp the )ife of another feipale^ 
whofe memory is highly cfteemed through ail t\K n^ 
tiohs in whicn the church of Rome prefides, viz. xhu, 
of 



St. T E R E S A. 

I Follow the track of calling her thus, to diftin- 
guiih her from the many other Terdsas^ of which 
number the prefcnt lEmprefs of Germany is pne. 

The hiftory of her life is noyr become v^xy fcarce ip 
Enjgian4- Some of my friends have a^cqu^JntP^ iW 
that they have enquired for it of many, of th^ Bpokfel- 
lers in L^nd$n^ but in vain, I have hdweyicr mf t wit|i 
two of them, one in ERgJifh, being ^q jabridgn)5DJ pf 
x)ne written by Francxs db Ribera^ tJiQ pthcrt ja ' 
a coll^on of lives in High Dutch, faifi to be writ- 
ten by herfcif, by order of her Pire^^of, frpm ^th 
which I intend to extract fuch p^rts (npt tp ni;»]^e it 
too long for an appendi?^) as may be fuQicieot tp give 
my readers an idea pf her life ^d virtues, finite (he is 
linked, by M. Guiok, with thofe eminent faints Peter, 
l^/LVL andMAopALEN. 



< rt • I 



The 



200 A P P E NT D I X, 



Thefliort Introduction reads in Eng^ 

lijh thus ; 

She was born at Avila!^ in Spainy^ the 28th of March 
1515. Her parents were dcfcendea of a noble ftpck, 
both of them virtuous and fearing God. She became 
a fpiritual ippther of many children. Bjr order of 
her direflior, (he wri^- in accoiint of hef own life as 
follows. 



CHAP. I. 

I ■ :.',". 

, ' t • ' ' » 

» 

MY father was fond of reading good tooks, and 
careful to accuftom his children thereto. This, 
with my mother's care to train, us up diligently in 
prayer, excitecl good defires in my early years. ' I had 
nine brothers and three fitters. The brother who was 
ncareft my age, and for whom 1 had the greateftTond- 
nefs, ufed to read with me the ^ lives of holy men and 
women. When I confidered the pain and martyrdom 
which many of them fuffered for the love of God, I 
thought it a cheap purchafe of heaven, and became 
full of defire to offer myfelf up in like manner, not 
indeed out of love to God, fo much' as from an imagi- 
nation that it was' the readieft way to attain that blef- 
'fednefs which I read was referved for fuch. 

On this fubjeft I often converted with my' little 
brother. We deliberated together on the ways ahd 

* A riKB city in tbe pnmnce of Old Cafiik, fitaate in a moan- 
tainons country^ fifty miles North weft from Madrid. 

means 
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means of arriving at it. At length we concluded to 
travel aadbcg our way into EtJoiopia^ in. hopes of be- 
ing there both beheaded. And indeed I thought the 
L9RD animated me to be valiant in this aft of devo- 
tion, to leave all for him, and to put this defign in ex- 
ecution. The only obftacle to it feemed to be that of 
leaving our parents. [According Ja the account of 
Francis de Ribera, they had got over the bridge^ 
wpen they were met and brought back by their Uncle^ 
very much to their forrow. They found their parents 
under great concern^ the little boy laying the whole blame 
on hisjijier.] 

We were much furprized at reading that the joys 
of heaven and pains of hell were - to be eternal, and 
found -a ftrong impulfe in our minds often to repeat 
in Eternity ! in Eternity ! in feternity ! Through the 
frequent repetition of thefe words . it pleafed the Al- . 
mighty to confirm us, in our tender age, in a defire of 
walking ftriftly in the way of truth. We refolved to 
fe^k fome folitary place, and began in a garden jiear 
our houfe to build a hermit's hut. I gave alms as far 
as I was able, and fought lonely retreats for the. exer- 
cife of prayer. It gives me concern even now to 
think why I fhould ever quit thefe good purpofcsand 
defires. 

Notwithstanding my mother was a very virtuojjs 
woman, yet Ihe was fond of romances, and permitted 
her children to read them ; but fo much ag?iinft my 
father's inclination, that for feaf of him we were 
obli^d to have recourfe to a clandeftine way of doing 
it. I began to be accuftomed to it, and thought /I 
did no harm in Ipending many hours therein, both by 
day and night : And as one error in praftice leada into 
another, I now began to fall into pride in dreis, to 
defire to appear agreeable in the eyes of others. I took 
particular cane to have a fine hand and a^ fine head of 
hair, ufed perfumes and. fuch other vanities as mucl\ 

as 
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as was ill my power. The cares of this extraordinary 
nicety in my perfen and drefs remained wkh Me niany 

I HAD a vaft number of rclatidn!^ ; for fcdrce any 
others came to my father's houfe. The young ond^ 
df lis were almoft always together, being fond of each 
others company. Thefe I tiled t6 entertain with every 
thing I knew and thought pleafing to them. As eager 
^ti%l alib in'lifteniitg to their ehildifti prattle, which 
^2A none of the beft I had an .Aunt fliU of levfty itt 
her behaviour. With her I became very familiar, 8$ 
fhe was ready enough to proniote the difpofition which 
1' th^n was in. It was however a^ friertdftip very 
iiJpleafirtg both to' my father aftd fitters, who often 
trfed to fepmvc me 6n her actouht : Biu as tHcy could 
Hot conveniently, prevent oiti- being ohtti together, 
their endeavours were fruitlefs, as 1 was very fubtil 
iftmyevil ways. This int-eniptirfe' wrought fuch art 
tinhappy change in me, that I twid fcarce any remains 
telft Jof my former virtui^us difpofition : And tfiough I 
never waS' incUiied to any grofs fins, having a natural 
aterfiott to every thing diftioAourable, afndonly pkaf» 
ed iWyfelf in paffing away the time in airy coftverfetion, 
Arequenc oppertimities for whicfc were not wanting, 
and I as far from declining, or endeavouring to* avoid 
them ; hence was my danger greater than I was aware 
of, from which it was evident I was preferred by the 
fcttnd of Goo, who, againft itty wilt, prevent^ my 
mtcr ruin. What I have retited did ntot pafs fo feei'et^. 
ly as tfd' cfcape the obfervation ef my fatfoei* : l^dr in 
s^out three months after he fen t me-imo a-ctenvent 
fcr rn^ education', ^ 

Mr reddence here for the firft week was extremely 
^agreeable. A fear haunted mt left my bad ways 
were known : And yet, to confefe the truths they ha<lt 
already become bwthenfome to mfkXf. Strt i^^iktA 
xkjXit^ I bedtime better fatisfied '#irilt my'iifc^'^itetion,' 

than 
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than even with being in my father's houfe. And al- 
thbugh a fpiritual life feemed then to be but littk 
fuited to my tafte, yet I found a plcafure in behold- 
ing the piety of the ladies of the convent, from whence 
the good inclinations of my younger years began to 
revive. Herein I remarked the great mercy of God, 
afforded to fuch as he brings into the company of vir* 
tuous people. Thy name, oh Lord, I praifed, and 
ftill praife for it. One of the ladies was my bedfellow, 
in whofe religious and edifying converfation I began 
• to enjoy great fatisfaftion. She told me how (he 
came to enter upon that kind of life, that an extra- 
ordinary impreflion had fattened on her mind, from read- 
ing that text, **' Many are called, but few are chofcn." 
She told me likewife of the rewards prepared fof 
thofe who renounce all things for the fake of God. 

St^cH good company began to root out of my heart; 
the evil which had been implanted in it, and was- ga- 
thering ftrength, thro^the means of my former affoci- 
ates, and to revive my firft warm deflres after things 
eternal. From hence my averfion to a reclufe life be- 
gan to abate. When I faw any aitiongft them fhedding 
tears in prayer, or poifett of any eminent virtue, it 
made me reproach myfelf with my own hardnefs of 
heart. I began to pray much with the lip and tongue^ 
and tp recommend to all in the houfe-to pray to God, 
that he would vouchfafe to place me in fuch a fitu^ 
tation as that I might ferve hini« 

Aft£R I had been here about a year and a half, 1 
fell dangeroufly ill, whereby I was obliged to return 
home. When I was fomewhat recovered, I was fent 
to my fitter's houfe in the country ; but was ftopped 
Ihoit io the way, as there lived by the road a brother 
of my father's, a very virtuous man, and a widower, 
who fpent much of his time in reading fpiritual books. 
His c9nverfation generally turned on God, and on the^ 
vanity of the world. He made me read that kind of 

Tf books 
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books to him : And although I found no great plea- 
lure therein, yet I was obliged to conftrain mylelfy 
and appear to him as if I was much pleafed therewith, 
as I had refolved always to give as much pleafure as 
I could to others, however contrary to my own incli 
nations; fo that what was really a virtue- in others 
was in me, through my artful diffimulation, a great 
fault. How haft thou, moft gracious God, been 
pleafed to prepare me for the ftate, which it was thy 
pleafure I Ihould be in, and even to make my own op- 
pofitton fubfervient thereto ! Blefled be thy holy Name 
for ever : Amen. 

Tho* I ftayed at my Uncle's but a few days, yet 
the divine word, which I there heard and read, had 
fuch a power upon my heart, that I began to feel again 
that facred truth which had impreft my infant years, 
vx reference to the vanity of the world, the emptinefs 
of all things in it,, and how foon all vanilhed away 5 
I began to fear that, if I (hould die I might, probably 
be loft. And though my will was not yet turned to 
a fpiritu^ life, yet, perceiving the greater fafety of that 
ftate, I determined to force myfclf into it. In this 
ftrife. I continued at leaft three months, the enemy in 
the mean tinie making me believe, that, as I had been 
fo tenderly brought up, it would be impoflible for me 
to endure the reftriftions required in it : But againft 
this infinuation of his I alledged the trouble and the 
pains which Jesus Christ had endured for me, and 
that certainly it could not be efteemed much that I 
jhould endure fome on his account, depending on his 
aifxftance for fupport. 
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WHILST I was biilied with thefe thoughts, I pef- 
fuaded my brother alfo to betake himfelf to a 
monadic life, through my reprefentations to him 
of the vanity of the world. We both of us re- 
folved on a 'certain day, viz. the fecond of No- 
vember 1535, very early in the n>orning, to exe- 
cute our purpofe. When I left my father's houfe, 
I found myfelf in fuch a condition, that I fcarce 
believe on a death-bed I could have felt greater 
pain. All my bones fecmed to fhake, fo violent 
were the ftruggles I felt, by reafon of my love of 
God not being ftron^ enough to induce me readily 
to forego the love I bore to my father and friends. 
Yet it pleafed the Almighty to ftrehgthen me in 
my refolution : And hereupon I entered into the con- 
vent which in my mind I had fixed upon. 

* No fobner had I put on the habit but he let me 
clearly fee how readily he aflifts thofe who continue 

• The Apoftlc Paul told the Athenians, chat GaD *winked 
dt the times of ignorance^ even in the idolatry of the heathens. The 
bewitching arts of popifii ecclefiaftics, abandoned to the qucft of 
lucre, and to the advancement of a defpotic hierarchy^ had afrefh 
overfprcad Chrililendoai with the times of ignorance. Parents were 
taught to believe that they mad, however contrary to parental af- 
fe&ion, without any hefitation, refign their children, if they took 
it into their heads t6 go into a convent \ and children grown, up 
that» on i|ny fiich motion in their minds (which thefe men were 
very ready and artful to infofe and promote* efpecially in wealthy 
families) it was their duty to prefer the will of God to that of their 
parents; that the Nuns^ by taking the habit, became married to . 
Christ, and were thenceforward his fpoafes. Parents were gd^ 
nerally under fuch fea^ and awe of tbe clergy, that they dared not 
to oppofe their children in this cafe ; but muft appear to have fo 
moch piety, or regard for the church, as to confent to it, whenever 
their children, if of ^ge for it, were determined XQ go into 
convents. 

F f 2 firm 
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firm in the purpofe of facrificing all to him : For 
from that moment I experienced fo great a joy, for 
what I had done, as remains with me even to this day. 
The barrcnncfs of my heart was changed into fucii 
% fweet fcnfibility, as rendered the exercifes of the 
clpyllcr moil agreeable to me. 

I acknowledge that often, in thofe hours when I 
ufed to adorn the body, I was troubled with a fecret 
renaorfe: And now, reflefting on myfelf as freed 
ixom \x.y I felt new joys fpringing .up in my foul, 
wondering at the fame time whence they <;ame, A3 
often as this recurs to my mind, me thinks there i$ 
nothing in the world fo difficult which, for the fake of 
thofe joys I would not freely undergo. From this 
time forward, in many things, I experienced thatj, when 
I formed in earneft a pious refolution; it pleafed God 
even in this life to recompenfe it, in fuch a manner, as 
thofe alone are capable of conceiving, wjio have hacJ 
the fame experience. 

« 

.When any thing is donie with a ftedfaft eye to the 
I^ORD, he wills that the foul fliould at firft be proved 
and alarmed: And the greater the fear and terror, 
the. greater is the recompence, . provided all the ob- 
ft^cles be overcome, and the due fidelity be noani- 
fefted. The foul afterwards finds fo much greater 
comfort, refulting from the obftaclcs furmounted. Oh 
njy deareft.LoRD, my only reft and refuge ! Here I 
^hardly know how to proceed. For when I recoUe6t 
ia what Jiianner I have exercifed my profeHion, with 
what rcfqlution and comfort performed- its duties^ and 
how 1 have been united to thee in my fidelity therein ; 
% ain not. able to utter it without tears, my he'art ready 
to burft, and all too little, when I confider both in 
what ways, and How often, I have offended thy diving 
-Maicfty. 
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I PASSED the firft year in a poor ftate of healthj 
twhic'h gave my father much concern. Receiving but 
little benefit from the phyficians of this place, he 
caufed me to be removed to another, which was 
celebrated for the cure of all kinds of difeafes. 

In the beginning of the fummer, I was here to 
go under the phyfician's care. The intervening time 
I paffed at a fitter's houfe in my way thither. My 
father had given me a book which treated of the way 
of being coUefted in prayer, with which I was much 
affefted. I rtfolved to follow its direftions with ear- 
lieftncfs, feeking at certain hours places of folitude. 
As I continued ' this pradice, it pleafed Goo to favour 
me with internal quietude, and fometimes an intimate 
union with him. Though it continued not long, yet it 
left with me fo deep an impfeffion, that notwithftand- 
ing I was then little more than twenty years of age, I 
feemed to myfelf to have got above the whole world, 
and could not help pitying thofe who fufFered thcm- 
felves to be led by its prevailing influence, even in 
things termed innocent- Thougn I paflfed moft of 
thy time in reading fpiritual books, as my mind was 
not yet adapted to recolleftion, in this troublefdme 
.roaaner, under fuch incapacity. and barren nefs of fouf, 
1 paffed eighteen years, in all which time I dared not 
to addrefs myfelf to God in pr.ayer, without the at 
iiftance of a book* . 

A s the time was now come for my going to the 
place where I was to be cured, I was conveyed 
thither with great care. Ther^ I continued three 
months, enduring very exquifite pain, imagining the 
medicines were too fevere for my weak confjtitutionj 
infbmuch, that for two months I was* fcarcely fenfi* 
ble*. It was as if my very heart were tearing in 

* Francis de Rib era iays, that a. certain father told Ker, 
that (he fhould pradtife penance and mortification, that perhaps 
God fent her this painful malady ; for fince of ^lierfelf (he had 
pradifed no aofterityy therefore he would ^vt her it with his own 
kand. . 

pieces 
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pieces with (harp iron teeth. Thofc about me feared 
left I (hould be totally deprived of my fenfps, through 
the, failure of my ftrength, as I could take nothing 
but a little broth, while I had a continual fever on 
me, attended with a fliix daily for a whole month, in- 
fomuch, that being quite dried up, my very finews 
began to fold or twift in each other. With fuch 
intolerable pain, accompanied with an extreme de- 
jedtion of fpirits, I could not reft either night of 
day. 

In this condition my father carried me home again, 
where he brought other phyficians to viGt me, who 
all defpaired of my recovery, as they thought I had 
alfo a confumption of the lungs. Under all this com- 
plicated pairt, it pleafed the Lord in fuch a manner 
to endue me with patience, my diforder being evi- 
dently from his hand, that I could not but much won- 
der at it myfe\t\ to which the reading pf the life and 
tranfaftions of Job, in the treatife of St. Gregory 
B£ MoRALiBiTS, had as I thought contributed. 

• I BEGAN to exercife myfelf in prayer to God, pre- 
pared, as it were by this vifitation, to fubmit in all 
things to his divine pleafure. All my converfation 
was now with God, and my thoughts were continu- 
ally on this expreffion of Job, " Shall we receive 
•*' good at the hand of God, and fhall we not rc- 
M ceive evil ? With thcfe words I feemed comforted. 
One night I fell into a fwoon, and continued in a 
ftate or infenlibility for at leaft four days and nights 
after it, all who were about me expefting my death 
every moment; nay fometimes they thought I was 
aflually dead. Amidft their earneft prayers for me, 
blefled be God who heard them, about a day and a 
half after a grave was made ready for me, he was 
pleafed to bring me to myfelf again. On this, my 
litdden revival^ 1 wanu^d ioimediately' to be confeiTed : 

* for 
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* for even qow I cannot help thinking doubtfully of my 
falvation, if I had happened then to die. Ncr cin I 
help ihuddering when I rcfleft on the danger it plcafed 
God to refcue me from^ by raifmg me up as it were 
from the dead. This complicated malady left me in 
ftich a condition, that God only knows . the intoleror- 
ble pain I underwent. My tongue was bit through 
in many places. My throat was as if I were going 
to be choaked, having fwallowed nothing for fome 
time, nor could any thing pafs through me. All my 
limbs feemed as if they had been diflocated. I was 
unable to. hold up my head. My whole body was 
drawn, as it were into a round ball, fo that I could no 
more move hand, arm, foot or head, than if I had 
been dead, except one finger of my right hand. Nor 
could I bear to be moved without ftill greater pain : 
But when it was unavoidable, it was done by the 
means of napkins put under me, and fo I was lifted 
up by perfons placed on each fi(^e. 

In this condition I remained till Easter, when. I 
was very defirous to return to thc-convcnt^ although 
I feemed nothing but fkin and bone, and continued 
in that miferable condition for near eight months af- 
terwards. I was deprived of the ufe of my limbs for 
very near three years. I praifed God as foon as 1 be* 
came able to go with crutches, and pafled through the 
whole in much refignation to his will, and even with 
chearfulnefs, except at the beginning, when my pains 
were moft exquifite. My mind indeed was fo fully 
refigne.d to the will of God, that 1 could have been 
contented to have remained always in the fame con- 
dition. 1 thought that all my defire after health was 
only that I might, in folitude, expeft in prayer that 
which 1 had been inftruded in, towards which (in my 

* Hence ihe was firft in hafte to confefs, an4 then to get abfolu- 
tion from a prieft or friar ; as fhe believed that priefts and friars 
were in veiled with a power, after confefOony to give it. 

Tick 
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fick chamber) I thought there was no opportunity, 
I took great care ^o fpeak evil of no body, and to 
hinder others from doing it, as much as I could, fo 
that it was well known, wh«re I was, people's cha-» 
raders were fecured from evil tongues. I ardently 
•longed for folitude. It was pleafing to me to think 
and to fpeak of God : And if I met with any per-* 
fons like-minded, it gave me more pleafure andfaris-^ 
fa&ion than all the politenefs, or to fpeak more proper- 
ly, than all the vanity of worldly conyerfation. • I felt 
. great concern if I thought I had, in any thing, at ^any 
time, offended Goo; infomuch that I remember, that 
many times I durft not attempt to pray, as I feared 
in prayer to bring greater pain of mind on myfel£' 
Nor did this pain fo much arife from fear, as from 
refle6ttng on the comforts I had often experienced in 
prayer, the fpecial favours God had difpenfcd to me 
therein, and how ill I had requited his goodneis. 
Thefc inftances of the fear of God tended to my 
improvement, whilft I perceived that fear was fo ac- 
companied with love, as to caufe m^ but little to 
regard any pain att^ndmg it. 
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CHAP, III. 



THOU thrn, oh my God, waft gracioufly 
plcafed once more to blcfs mc with health, 
in order that I might fcrve thee the better. But be- 
hold the frailty of human nature, when departing 
from thee. As my health increafed, I began to Aide 
^ away from one degree of vanity to another. At laft 
I ventured upon fuch opportunities of finning, and 
plunged my foul into fuch drflipation, that I could not 
think of returning to God, or addreffing him in pray- 
er. This was a moft pernicious deception of the ene- 
my. Under the notion of humility, I was afraid 
to exercife my heart in that duty, feeing fnyfelf fo vile. 
I thought it would be better to live as others did (tho* 
I feemed to be the worft of the wicked) than to con- 
tinue in the exercife of that fpiritual application and 
free intercourfe with God : For indeed I looked on 
myfeif as much more worthy of being a companion 
of infernal fpirks, than to approach him who is pure * 
and holy ; and that I only deceived the people by ex- 
ternal appearances, which feemed good, and pafTcd for 
fuch. I therefore concluded that I had done myfclf 
much harm by not continuing (hut up in a convent : 
"For liberty, which people of a fteady condufl: might 
ufe with iafety, had certainly ruined me, had not 
the Almighty, by mapy eJftraordinary ways and means, 
delivered me from the infiaite danger I was in . 

m 

If parents would follow my advice, it Jhould be not 
to fend their children to fuch a feminary or convent, . 
where their falvation is in greater danger than even 

G g in ; 
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in the world. Oh rather let them marry> though ever 
fo meanly, except they are 6f thcmfclves inclined 
to gt>od : And even fo, Gop grant that it may help 
to prefcrve them when they are there ! It is exceed- 
ingly to be lamented that ib many, defirous of being 
fcparated f^om the world, and fee free from the dan- 
gers which are in it, enter into a convcct with a view 
of dedicating themfelves to the fervice of God, when 
in fad they enter into a little world, tenfold worfe than 
the great one, where they know not what to beg^n' 
upon, nor how to help themfelves. The way of true 
holinefs is fo little obfcrved |here, that any one defr- 
rous to lead a life of ftrift piety, has mpfe to fear £rpiBi 
the companions of the order than from the very devils 
tbcmfelyes,* Here one needs to ufe, more caution 
atid. diilimulation, in fpeaking of a friendlhip, and 
communion with God, than . uppn the fubjeft of irre- 
gular friendfhips, and inclinations which have their 
rife only from the enemy. I know not why y/c ^re 
fo apt to wonder that fo much evil is at this day to 
be found among the chriftian churches j fincc . thofe 

4 ^ w t • 

• ■• 

. 9 WflSN t came to tbit paflage, it farprized me, being whst I 
did not Qxpe6t. I find that the order of the CarmiUtu was at firft 
tied down under very ftrift rules, which* being, thought too fer, 
vere, were mitigated by Pope Innocbnt IV. in 1245, From 
hence Teresa afterward applied herfcif to reform the diforders 
fhe faw fo rampant in their cloyfiers, by reftoring them to the 
priiaifive auiterity and ilridtpefs, indituting- %il among the .Nun«» 
aud then among t^e Friars^ the order of the .barefooted CarmUto* 

For in the monaftery of the mitigated C^ifWi/^/ which (he was 
]n» it appears that fiie had remarked foch difohlers and private 
vices AS Stocked her. What abominable deed^ of darkn«& were 
c;4rned Ofi» in the mopafti^ries in Mtt^JanJ, was twice difqovei-^d 
and laid open to the public, on afearch ma4e» in the reign of 
King HENRYVIIft I grant that if an inftitutJpn be right, it 
ought not to be blamed for the abuies committed in it by wic|:» 
ed intruders and deceivers: But this inflitntion is indeed, at tl^c 
very beftr like putting a lighted c^ndb under a bed', ipftead of bring- 
ing it forth, to be properly placed^ for th^ more ufeful difufion 
of u$ light to the dark wpirld. 
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who ought to be an example to others, and from 
whom every virtue fboaici be learned, have fo marred 
the work, and loft all the life and fpirit \Vhich had re- 
mained of the firft holy fathers. Oh may it pleafe the 
divine Majefty to remedy this great evil, as he knows 

it to be much heeded ! Amen. * 

\ . • •* * ^ * 

When I firft eame into the community, I had not 
the leaft Ibfpicion that it would have had fo hurtful' 
an tffe€t en my mind: But fome time after, bein^ 
in company with a certain perfon, the Lord caul- 
cd me to fee* that fuch acquaintance was for me 
vc'ry imprdper. My Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
appeared to me with a feverc countenance, and by 
his rebukes made me fenfible of his difpleafure for 
entering into fellowlhip with fuch. With the eyes of 
my foul I beheld hihi more evidently than I could have 
done with thofe of my body. The idea of his form 
and appearance has ever fincc continued with me fo 
diftindb, that though it is more than twenty-fix years 
ago, it is as if I faw him even now prefent before me* 
It difcompofed and terrified me to fuch a degree, thai 
i never could bear to fee the perfon I had converfed 
with. Probably other things too had done me hurt, 
which were lefs perceived by me, ind through the 
crafty wiles of the enemy unfufpedbcd. 

. AMomg thcfiftcrs of the houfe I had in one of them 
a tnic friend, iomewhat advanced in years, a zealous, 
fervant of God, who fomctimes admonilhed me : But 
all the good I then reaped from it was to take ofience, 
and to think (he was difpleafed without a caufe. I re- 
late this purpofcly to (hew on one hand the cxcefs of 
rtiy iniquity, and on the other hand the great extent of 
God's goodnefs, at the very time when my ingratitude 
juftly merited his higheft indignation* 

I WELL remember what carneft dcfircs 1 fdt, in tlie 
beginning of my illnefs, when . utterly incapable of 

Q g a telping 
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helping myfclf, to excite others to the ardent pwrfois 
of true piety and goodnefs. Having at this uwie a 
flavr of tender affcdtion for my dear father in pai»ticu- 
lar, ftrong were n^.y dcfircs and prayers on his behalf^ 
that he might be bleft with the heart-felt enjoyment of 
the fame good. which I feemed to be poflefled of 
through. that nearaccefs to God rn prayer, which then 
was granted me, and brottght with it a molt cercain 
evidence that it was the highcft God attainable. I 
endeavoured therefore .with all my ability, * or that 
which was givca mc from above,, to prevsiii on him to 
devote himlelf to God entirely. I aJfo lent him fuch 
books to read as were beft fuited to this great and good 
end. And indeed to him this care of mine was fig- 
nally bkft. It obtained fuch effeft, and wrought on 
him fo much,, in the fpace of five or fix years, that 
I could not forbear returning pwfes to God for 
the great fuccefs he was pleafed to beftow on my 
fervent defircs, and labour herein. My dear father 
met with many heavy croflcs, and oppofitions from, 
divers quarters, which he bore with thcxgreatefl meek- 
nefs and patience, and through them all continued 
ftedfaftinhis fubmiflion to the divine will. He vifit^ 
cd me often^ and his vifits were very reviving and 
comfortable, his ddight being to commemorate the 
goodnefs of God, and to fpeak about heavenly 
things. But alas ! I was now become too confcious to 
myfclf of diflapaticm, and of the negleft of my indif- 
peniable duties. I could not help' confefllng the trutk 
to him. For a whole year I omitted the prafticc of 
prayer, imagining it to be out of humility, as be- 
ing fenfible of my unfitncfs for it. He however 
having, through a conflant fidelity, attained a< high 
degree of pcrfedion, came not lb often to fee me. His 
vifits were ihort. He would fay that to tarry longer 
was only lofs of time. Many others befide him I had 
been inftrumental to draw into the fame ftate of in- 
. ward prayer,' thoiigh I was now in the difufe of it my- 
fclf. 

About 
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About this time my dear and honoured father fell 
ill and died. ' His •end crowned his life. It may be 
faid of him, he fimfotd his courfe with joy. It gave 
us who were near him oqcafion to praife God, both 
on his account, and for the. many wholfomc inftrudi- 
ons and advices he gave us before his death. He very 
earileftly exhorted us always to ferve God, and well . 
to confider tliat every thing here below is but tran* 
fitory. He told us with tears how much he repent- 
ed that I>e had. not fcrved die Lord with greater dili- 
gence ; and witbed he had been amongft thofe of the 
mod rigorous order known. 

* Very painful to my mind was the life I then lived, 
becaufe I had ia prayer a moft perfeft pcrceptioa of 
my faults. On one fide my God called me, on the 
other I followed the world : And though divine things 
were very acceptable to nw, yet I found myfelf faft 
bound by things temporal. I fought to obtain a 
compromife betwixt thefe two, notwithftanding their 
contrariety, and the wide difference which there is 
hexwikt a fenfual and fpiritual life, and betwixt the 
fatisfaftions attendant. on each of them. From hence 
I underwent muqh agony of mind, all its tranquility, 
and fenfc of goodnefs, being frequently interrupted by 
the intrufion of a thoufand impertinent thoughts. Ma* 
ny years paifed on thus, infomuch that I cannot help 
wondering at my continuing fo long, in a wavering 
undetermined ftate. Were I but to relate all the ia- 
ilances which powerfully withheld me, vand alfo the 
dangers from which I have been delivered, how could 
I fufBciently admire that grace which prefervtd me, 
which thou, oh my God, didft continually favour me 
with ! Even at the very times of my offending thee, 
thou Waft plcafed to turn my penitences into a prepa- 
ration for higher enjoyments of thy blefled felf. Thou 
haft Youchfafcd, oh my fupreme and only ibvereign, 
through thefe methods, at once the moft comfortable 
and the moft painful, to induce me effe(5lually to re- 
turn 
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turo to thee. It is a miferable cafe indeed, aiiltdtk 
luch a variety of dangers, as great as perhaps ever 
happened to any, to be defticute of every friendly 
help. By the nxrans thereof, if I had met with it, 
1 might have been prcfervcd from liich frequent re- 
hpfes. 

I THEREFOR fi advife thofe, who are determined to 
accuftom themfelves i to the cxercife ^offpiritual pray«t 
to God,, tofeek after an acquaintance /with ftrcbas a^ 
habituated to the. practice. of this duty. Much de- 
pends on it, not only to their furthetance in th^t wayy 
but alfo to the acquiring many virtues and folid ad- 
vantages. Where people follow .the vaniiies of the* 
world, nobody regards the omifilon'of it as any 
fault; fo much are their minds darkened, and their 
judgments perverted thereby r But once a perfoo be- 
gins to betake himfelf to God, numherlef^ oppofi^ 
tiQDS arife^ and render the aOiftance- of experienced 
peribns necefiary for their fupport, till fuch time as 
tbey: are groivn, and of fufficient ftrengch to withfhifid 
the onfet, and to avoid or bear the diftrelSes and triala 
thereof^, which otherwife, in a weak ftate of infancy; 
migjhtbe likely to overwhelm them. In regsu'd to 
myfelii^ I nuy fay, th^at had it not pleafed God to dif- 
cover to me this truth, and to furniih me with oppor^ 
tunities of often converfing with Spiritual and ejtpe- 
rlenced perfons, I fhould have certainty been lb(H 
throtugh the ofiany relapfes which befell me* My friends 
indeed were many ; but then they were chiedy fboh 
as led. me aftray, . from which defedion there was none 
to afllft me ia the much needed recovery % fb that to 
me it really feems a matter of wonder that I evet 
recore^ at all. I am therefore uixler very great 
obligs^ons to extoll and adore the mercies of my Goes 
whole hand alone raifed mc up from death to life* 
even into his own pure love and fervice: Blefled be 
his holy. name fof even Amen* 

• ■ » • 

CHAP. 
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IT is not without good rea£>n that I have diligently 
traced the ftrange revdilucions of my former dayst 
}.c indeed makes me fenfible that the perufal of fuch 
a fucceflion of inconftancie^ can afford little pleafure 
to any : Yet I dcfirc ftich as pcrufc it may reap this 
advantage from it, to have a dread erf fuch ftubborn 
ingratitude to him that be&ows oh us all that is good 
I wi(h it were in my power properly to defcribe by 
^hat means, fo very often during that time, I proved 
unfaithful: But I may acknowledge in ihort, that it 
was owin^ to a de£e&, on my part, in not duly appi/f 
ing niyfelf to derive ftrcngh to my mind from prayer^ 
to enable me to abide ftedfail in my duty to Goo% 
Near twenty years I floated on the amoving waves < of 
this turbid i^a^ one while falling then rifing again, yet 
not rifing as I ought to have done, feeing in (b (hort 
a time I ever fell again^ In that fpace indeed, fome^ 
tioaies for ieveral months, and once a whole year, I 
lived in fuch conflant vigilance and devotion to God, 
as io have alwayfSa confctence void of offence both icward 
himaf$dman» Such good days were hawevcr few, but 
the evil days many. When I was indifpofed in bodyi 
my foul was in a better condition, enjoying more of 
communion with God, as he graciouQy heard my cry 
in the day of my diftrefs^ and condefcended to-be v\vf 
fupportand comforter, therein. I then alfo: tookfpe^ 
cial care only to aflbciate Yfith fuch as were like^-miod- 
ep« 

Ik this manner have I, for the ippft part, for eight 
and twenty years continued fighting^ fametimes againft 

God 
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God, and fometimes againll the world. This my 
experience I piiblifli for caution to others, as from ir 
I can fay that whofoever has begun the praftice of 
prayer to God, though in the mean time he may too 
often deviate, yet ought he to perfevere therein ; for 
it is the only means of his recovery. Let him not 
yield to the infinuations of his enemy, as unhappily I 
did, to difcontinue it through a pretended humility, but 
rather .ft^dfaftly believe that the promifes of God (hall 
not fail, namely if we have compunftion of heart, re- 
folvir^ never to offend him* more, that he will rcftore 
%}% to his former friend (liip. 

Are there any who have not done this? Such I 
befeech in the love of God no longer to deprive them- 
felves of fo great a good : For herein is nothing to 
fear, but much to hope for. Mental prayer is no- 
thing elfe than with a heart inflamed with the love of 
God, to defire and feek to walk with him in private, 
with him who we know loves us, and feeks to draw 
us to, and fit us for, happinefs with himfelf. Though 
thou mayeft not as yet love him, yet let that by no 
means difcourage thee. Confider that a true and lad- 
ing fricndfhip implies a mutual correfpondence. of 
both parties. On God*s part, as is well knowri, is 
nothing wanting. On our part, though ingratitude and 
inconftancy prevail, yet as much depends on enjoy- 
ing his friendlhip, and feeing he loves thee {o much, 
willingly bear the pain which thou feeleft in thy ap- 
proaches to that God who is fo far unlike thyfelf. Oh 
boundlcfs goodnefs of my God! Methinks at this 
lime I feel fuch a correfpondence, and fuch an union 
betwixt us, as never can be expreffed. Oh thou joy 
of Angels ! When my foul, with its affeftions, is 
fixed on thee, how earneftly I long to be diffolved into* 
pure love ! How great a truth is it that thou willingly 
bcareft with thofc who have long been averfc to draw 
nigh to thee ! Oh how true a friend thou flieweft thy- 
felf to be, my Lord and my God ! How kindly thou 

dealeft 
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dealeft with us, how patiently thou waiteft for us, 
requiring us to come to thee in thy manner^ yet m 
the mean time condefcending to bear with us in otir 
manner; and for a flender repentance of ours, forget- 
ting all our offences ! Of this I have had a nfioft con- 
vincing experience, and cannot but wonder that the 
whole world is not attrafted to thee,^ through the pow- 
er of fuch extraordinary love as thou continually 
* malceft manifeft. It is only by drawiiig near thee that 
the ill-dirpofcdcan become upright 

One day as I went into my chamber tb pray^ I 
faw Christ my Saviour much- wounded and deeply 
afflifted. It affeftcd me exceedingly to think how 
much he had fufFered for us. It ftruck me with a 
fenfe of my ingratitude toward fuch great aind thani- 
feft love. I caft myfelf at his feet, iand with a ficf6d 
of tears mpft humbly befonght him, that' he #olild \h 
future- fo ftrengthen me as never more to 6fknd ht*/* 

About thatticM I met With the bdok'of St.Atrcrs- 
tine's confeflJonsi When I began t&rtzd it,- it- fe^lried 
to mic as if I were particularly defcribed therein: Whih 
Ihad read his' converfion, and after what * miriner he 
heard a voice in the' garden, I could not help thlnkinj 

' I was fpoken to after the fame manner, I wept mucl 
at the fight of nrry condition, fiow muft tte fenil 
fuflfer, when h fees it has loft its liberty, whkb^jkfi- a 
Conqueror, it ought to have maintained!' But WhOn 
the Lord brought me out cJf the ftateof death I had 
been in, then my foul feeifned to be overfhad<$wed 
and filled with his majefty and glory. I therefore- fdt 
a greater defire to be totally occupied with him alone, 
and to avoid all avocations from him, that liothing 
might interupt me therein. My foul' was fitted with 
confolation even throughout this whole year. I was 

' tvot however fo bold as t& pray for foch oversowing 
joys, but inftcad of thefe, that he wottld' forgive 
my fins, and give me grace not to offend him anymore. 

Hh 1 thought 
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I thought it was goodnefs enough to me th^t he would 
tolerate me in his prefence, (ully fenfible that, if ^he 
bgd not drawn me, I (hoiild never have come to him. 
Once i/nieed, being in great barrennefs, I remember I 
I dcfired Tome renewed confoktion : But as foon as I 
refleded on what I had done, I was afhamed of my 
being &> deficient in humility. ' 

Sometimes at unawares I had fuch a fenfe of the 
prefence of God, as thoroughly dilpellcd every doubt, 
and fatisfied every faculty of the fouL In that ftatc^ 
the will only feems to live : The underftanding is not 
employed, although not loft. It is as it were amazed 
at the multitude of divine things therein perceived. 

I PRAY that, to whomfoevcr this may come, they 
would publilh all I have faid concerning the evil of 
tny life, fo that the world may take warning by it, and 
be no longer deceived in thinking any good to be in 
me : For this I can fay of a truth, fo far as I know 
myfelf, their doing^ fo would give me a pleafure : 
But whist I have now to relate I mud not permit to 

• be fo pubiifhed, of whom it is fpoken, or who hath 
Written it. For this rcafon I name not myfelf, but 

'intbtid'fo' tQ write, as much as poffible, that it may 

• remain unknown, If it pleafe God to permit me to 
'ripeak'of'any good, that -good is his and not mine ; 
'feeing'of myfelf I am ignorant, and altogether evil, 
r-ertd have neither -been inftrudked by the learned, nor 
^by iny body ^Ifc. T an) ohUged to fteal opportunities 

• tO'\N^ri«e,*-ftnd even thiat with much trouble, as it hin- 
-fdfers^e- intrfty bufinefs in the convent,' where I have 

v^ery ^uch tOrgo thrpugh. If I fpeak of ^ny. good,, 
-Gdepeanits it for the fake of others* Hc well knows, 
' rhy 6alyidefire is to! praife him, as he has beerf moO: 
: graciovfly pleafed ^«/ ;^-^ iiarren, wafteto tn^ke a^gar- 
- den tfttll of. fU4fant jhwers. " God .grant that it may 
never bectome again, as hcrttdfotie! 

knd op ^hbr own accovkt. 

Thus 
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Thus far (he has cbntmued the thread of her Nar- 
rative, and ^frdm hence- paflcs into a wide field of con- 
tenru)lative obfervations, which !• think likely to be* 
edifying to very few ; to moft- readers rather tedious 
to follow her through the, myfterious and iritricatc 
maze : I (hall therefore fatisfy myfelf with barely re- 
citing the cofKents of fome of her following chapters, 
and fupply what remains by a brief fummary of her 
fife delivered by JK/^^r^r. 

Chap. V. She defcribes her feveral experiences in 
the lirate .of prayer, and firft of all on rrieditation. VL 
Of the prayer of re(t. Vlf . The repofe of the pow- 
ers of the fouL VIII; The union of thofe powers, 
IX. Of extafies and pther graces, &C/22 chapters in 
all. 

The abridgment of Francis de- Ribera informs 
lis that when (he W;as about twelve years old, it pleafed 
God to take away her mother, which very fenlibly 
afflifted her. After which (lie read the Epiftlfcs of St. 
HiEROM, and was fo afFe&ed by them as to refolve on 
a religious courfe. Having applied to her father, and 
being refufed his confent, early in the morning, on 
the day of the commemoration of M Souls in the' year 
XSZS'i being now twenty years ofage,^ without fayr 
jng any thing to any one, except one* of her brothers 
wbo afccompwied her^ (he went to^ themonaftery of 
the incarnation at Ainli* What fdll&ms tMs agrees ik 
general ivilb her ewH aecounti^ as btforegivem 

Tnfs Author gm on- thus. She found no (?nall*dtfficul* 
ty to leave certain Itiendlhips^ which, fdr her advance^ 
ment toward- perfeftion,^ flie was obll^d to qxiit. 
It feemed to her at firfl? tx> be great ingratitude to dS 
it: But one day having been a long time in prayer, aj 

• Sixteen years of j^gc, or any time after it, was fixed on by 
tlie Couacil of Trent ^ for admifiion into monafteries. 

Hh 2 flic 
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(he .was bdeecbing the Lord to enli^ten and help 
ber^ being intent onpleafing^ him. entirely in all things, 
ihe heard Hn the very bottom of her foul thefc words, 

I will not that henceforward thou have, any famili-. 

arity with men, but with angels/* After that , time 
Ihc could have no friendfhip but with fiich perfons as 
were fpiritually minded, and loved God, who muki-. 
plied his favours to her, teaching her the divine truth, 
and (hewing her great and fublime vifions : Yet ftie 
was proved with hard oppofitions and contradidtions, 
even from fome whom ihc eftecmcd fcrvants of Goo, 
who were permitted for a time to be blinded toward 
her, but were afterwards brought by the Lord to know 
the truth, and to change their opinions, 

• 

Great was the edification with which fhe lived in 
her Ofw>naftery at this time and much good (he did by 
her pious example, by the light which Ihjned in her 
good works, notwithftanding all her endeavours to 
hide it. Many noted perfons have averred that this 
feraphic virgin was able to teach the fciences of myftic 
divinitv, as perfectly as the greatell DoAors ufcd 
publickly to teach other fciences. 

After having, with great diligence, and through 
much oppofition, founded the monaftery of the hare* 
footed Carmelites J who were to obfervcthe primitive rule 
of that ordsr, without any mitigation, the General of the 
Carmelites came to Avila^ and gave her, without being 
alked, very large letters patent to empower her to 
found more fuch monafteries. She made fo good ufe of 
this power, that (be founded no lefs than two and thirty 
fuch monafterie; (as dXValladolid^ Burgos-, Malaga^ Sevil- 
le^ and other towns and places) as well of men as of wo- 
men; in which bufinefs fhe at length obtained the favour 
of tlie king and grandees of the kingdom, and of Pope 

Greoory the thirteenth. 

■ > ft • • 

Hereupon 
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Hereupon the author writes, ''•Who would ever 
*^ have thought that onq fiqkly maid, placed in a mo- 
" naftcry, with fo many bonds of religion and obedience,, 
without money, without the favour of the world ; 
yea, with fo many contradiftions and perfecutions, 
was to be the Mother pf fo many and fo good chil- 
** dren, a Foundrefs of fo many monafteries, and. 
" to reform an Order which h^d now been for fo 
^' long a time in the condition wherein (he found 
" it? What man would have dared to undertake 
*' fuch great things? Who would not have loft 
•' courage, aft;er he had undertaken them, meeting' 
'^ with To many difficulties, impediments, murmur- 
" ings, oppofitions of all forts, from perfons fecular 
•and ecclefiaftical, good and bad ? She never for- 
bore to undertake or to profecute any thing, for 
any labour or difficulty that ocairred, provided flie 
" knew it to be for the fervice of God, believing he 
" would not be wanting to thofe who ferve him : 
'* Wherefore ihe went on as well fatisfied as if Ihe 
*•? h^d ajl the. world on her (ide. After Ihe had la- 
♦* boured much in a thing, if Ihe came to fee that 
*' the Lord would be more ferved in leaving it, flic 
" left it off as eafily as if Ihe had done nothing at all 
" in it. She made fmall accourjt of the aids pf the 
" world. She did not put any confifdenpe in fhpm. 
She faid they were like ftipks of dry juniper, which 
inftantly broke if any weight were laid upon them ; 
*' and that, the true Friend, in whom we ought to 
confide and hope, w^ our LpRD Jesus Christ.'* 
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This folk! hope proceeded from hgr manifold ex- 
perience of the goodnefs of God toward her, and the 
many favours he had done her. Her books are full 
(as out of the abundance of her heart Ihe could not 
forbear fpeaking) of the moft ardent defires \\ith 
which fhe was filled for the glory of God. Writing 
of the ftate of her foul to one of her confeflbrs, Ihc 
layS| *' It does not feem to me that I live, or have 

" " any 
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any will ; bat that there is in me one who governs 
me, and gives mc ftrength. It being fo painful a 
thing to me to be feparatcd from God, I am wil- 
ling to live for the love of him, and to fuffer hard 
*♦ labours and pcrfccutions. I care for no other thing, 
*« neither honour nor life; nor do I defire in any 
•* fort my own private intereft, but only his glory.** 
When Ihe did any thing wherein fhe found great dif- 
ficulty, in order to pleafe God therein, Ihe made no 
account of the pain fhe endured. Concerning the love 
of God fhe faid, " That it did not confift in having 
tears, ^ gufts, or tenderneflbs, but in (ervifig him 
with juftice, fortitude and humility 5 and that it 
" was got by refolving to labour and fuffer for God, 
** and in faithfully executing what he commands." 

The love which filled her heart, toward God and 
hex neighbours, made hercxpofe herfclf to fo many 
labours, take fb many fatiguing journies, when ar- 
flifted with maladies and pains of body, through' 
colds, rain, fnow and exceflive heats ; in fine to 
found fo many monafteries where, by^ the clofe and 
daily exercife of chriftian virtues, fuch a number of 
fouls might be faved. She dearly loved faithful 
preachers, and all thofe who laboured to gain fouls 
to the EoRD, earneftly importuning him to grant a 
power to her prayers, to gain fome to his fervice, 
while the grand enemy drew fo many from him. She 
feys hcrfelf, that the Lord did lier fo many favour? 
in drawing fouls out of grievous fins> and bringing 
Others to a great experience of chrifrian perfeftion,^ 
that (he fhould both tire herfelf and the reader* if 
fhe were to recount them. She (hewed on every oc-* 
cafion the greatcft care, charity and tendemefs to the 
poor, the fick', the aJHifted ip body or in mind. She 
even loved thofe who perfecuted and' ufed her ill, 
who hindered her in her works, or" perfeaited her 
both by words and aftions. She would not permit 
any of them to be ipoken ill of, no not even in jefl:, 

but 
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bilit would have them fpokcn well of or ?xcyfed. . She 
faid, " Seeing we know moft certainly that Christ 
"is with us, we ought not to. let flip fo good an op- 
** portunity of treating with him^ but ought, as often 
** as we can, to fet apart a good fpace of time to be 
with him, not employing our thbughts on any 
thing elfe. This me recomniended very much^ 
faying, ", If when he was in the world, outy/ardly, 
fick people were cured only by the touch of his 
garment, wh^t doubt is there but that he will do 
miracles, being within us, if ^ we have a livdy faith, 
**^, and that he will give us whapwe a(k him, as he 
^^ is in our houfe ? He does not ufe to pay ill for bis 
** lodging, if be be well received and entertained, 
" This is therefore a very good time for us tonego- 
" tiate with him, fihce it pleafes him much that we 
*.* fhould keep hiqi company/* 

She was very careful in making and keeping all 
things neat and handfome, * which concerned the- fer- 
vice of the holy Communion, -as the altars, chalices, 
and the like, Amidft all her virtues ;and lingular 
graces (he was fo humble, that (he took pleafure in 
manifeftine hcr^ faults, ev<er guarding ^g^irft. any efti- 
matioh orherfclf bemg; t^pr^Ckd^ Specially- by per- 
fons of note and authority. For this 'purpofe Ihe 
kept in her yiew her -pad iin&.and .inconftaocies. She 
avoided ^s nui^h as (he eouldallthe honourable ofEc2es 
of her' houfe, chufing to : bea Sifier Crnvsr/e^ and . to 
fcrve as fuch irt the lowed and moft, painful offices x>f 
the houfe ; - with .great joy- alfo fcrvii^g her week .in 
the kitchen, and. doiog^ every thing, well: therein. . Eor 
many ytars ihe> was /much proved with the.abfence 
or want bf herf Beloved j flie thought ',fhe did not de- 
ferve the comfoFts of ihis prefence : ..She then de- 
fircd > only-. 'two ♦lhiogs,fifft, . that ihe..would.kecp her 
from finning oUgainft ibim, ^nd fecondly, tthat he 
would 'affift her to labour < and to .fuffcr for him. 
She faid, *^ Our Lord was a. great lover of Jiumility, 

•* becaufc 
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*' becaufe ht much loved truth; and humility is' a 
" certain truth, which is to know the little'*that we 
*' are, and that we have no good thing of ourfelves ; 
^^ And that there was no fear of hurting either foul 

or body by it,, blit on the contrary much real 

profit every way reaped from it.** 

Hence fhe ftridly charged her* i?^7/^/d?«j, when they 

were blamed or accufed, hot to defend or excufe them- 

' felves, unTefs fome juft caufe reqiiil-ed it, for that 

God would fpeak for them : " And befides, all 

tilings well confidered, we are not^ faid Jhe^ blan>ed 

without caufe, feeing we are full of faults 5 and if 

" thofe be not in us which are faid of us, we have 

" many others. We have honour enough done us 

** that thofe we have are not fpoken of. The truly 

" humble ought to defire to be meanly efteemed, arid 

" to fubniit to be perfecuted even without caufe.'* 



ii 



From this profound humility, and knowledge of , 

* herfclf, proceeded her patience, and defire of fuf- 
fcring for J E s u s Christ; for how great foever 
her pains were, ftie always thought them too light in 
comparifon of what her fins deferved. In her body 
ihc fuflTcred very grievous maladies, many of^ which 
lafted till her death, which (he endured with wonder- 
ful patience. She even prayed that (he might never 
be without pains, finding a fpiritual benefit refulting 
from them, driving her home to the good Phyfician 
there. They made a poor little bed for her, wheo 

* Ihe was fick in the hofpital-,' hereupon flie faid, " Oh, 

* ** my dear Lord, how.fwect and delicate is this bed, 
" ^' compared with thy being on the crofs !'* When any 

cxpreflTed a cbmpaflion for her, ftie faid, *' Don*t 
" take pity of me, for my Lord endured mUch more 
** for me when he dfank gall and vinegar.*' Christ 
tavJght her this virtue of defiring to fuffer for the love 
of God, faying unto her, ^' 'Doft thou think, my 
»' ^* Daughter, that merit confifts in enjoying ? It does 

"not 



APPENDIX. 227 






not confiil in that, but in labouring, fufi^dng and 
loving. Believe it, my Daughter, that he is moft 
beloved of my Father to whom he gives the greateft 
fufferings, and a love correfponding therewith. In 
what can I more fticw my love 10 thee, than in 
willing for thee that which I have willed for my- 
felf?" She always eat very little, and drank no 
wine. If her fuperiors and, confcflbrs would have 
permitted her, flie would have done extraordinary 
penances. , 

• • 

H£R affeftion for holy poverty was indeed Very 
rare. Hence flie greatly oppofed the foundations . of 
monafteries which were to be rented, and willingly 
undertook fuch as were to live upon alms: And 
when there was the leaft provilion in the houfe flie 
was moft content. She defired that poverty fhould 
be feen in all things belonging to her monafteries, 
remembring that the Lord of the world had not a 
houfe, or place where to lay his head. " Oh 
" my God, faid Jhe^ how little do fair or fumptuoua 
" buildings conduce to the real benefit of the 
« foul !» 

She-, ufed to fay that perfeftion confifts in this, that 
our will be conformed to that of God, to^will that 
which he wills, whether it be fwect or bitter. " This 
*' alone, faidjhe^ is the true union with him^ but the 
*' too great fondncfs for Ipiritual enjoyments is ra- 
" ther an union with felf-love than with the will of 
« God.** 

Returning from Burgos, on her arrival at her 
native place, Ihe had an aflurancc in her own mind, 
that the Lord was about to.condefcend to her longing 
defires to be diflblved and to be with Christ. She 
continued inftant in prayer. Amongft other things 
fhe faid, ** Oh my Lord, my Spoufc, the hour I 
" have fo much defired is now come. It is now time 

I i *« that 
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*V that srtidt one andthcr. ItAs what I long for ; arid 
** niay thy. holy Will he done. . I muft now quit this 
/* low mortal ftate, and, enjoy with thee what I havfe 
"fo much defircd." 5hc often repeated certain verfes. 
of the Pialmsv and particularly chat haiif verfe, *' A 
-" humbk and contrite heart thou wilt not dclpife." 
So flic continued ift prayer, in great peace and tran- 
quility, till ffae rendered -up her foal.to.|i€r Creator : 
Which vfSLS about nine o clock at eighty on the 4tb 
of Oftober, the day immediately preceding the i ftl}, 
by reafon of the change of the calendar in the 
yeaf 1582,. Gregory 2L1IL being Px^, and.PHiup 
II. King of Spam. She. was canonized for a faint by 
Pope GuicoRV the XVth. Her fea^ is annually ce- 
lebrated through the whole church of Rome on the 
X5th of Ofifcober. 



■«** 
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The LIFE of 
FR AKCIS DE SALES, 

Bifltqp anid Prihoc of Geneva. 



THE writer of his life begins thus. "Heaven 
" made a rick prefent to the World (on Thurf- 
** day the fitth -of Auguft). in the year 1567, the 
" birth-day of blelfcd Francis m Sai/bs. His pa- 
^* rents we're t)oth eminent fai virtue ind Wobd:^'* 
And gpes on thus. ," He ^was born in His feyenth 
mohth 5 by reifon hereof, he was fo tchder that lie 
was kept Che £r& year wrapt in cotton, flic «urfts 
^ ■ "not 
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^* not bcifig faffercd to wxith him JUiith the** harid$. 
^' The chamber he was bcffn in was dedicated ta S?, 
*' Francis de Assize, and therefore he was called 
-** Francis. His ccuntenanec was fo lovely, and hi^ 
•' behaviour fo modeft^ that the fight of .hina raifed 
>* the idea or mediciation' of m angel^ he^tity.r 



'^ 



The firft Timprcfiiohs given hini were the fear of 
fin, and the hyvtt.of virtue. When he was pf age tp 
Jcavc his father's, houfe, he vfsi^ fent to tbie^ Milage ctf 
jfynecfj and thfcixc to Pm^ M' the ^ge ef . t3«?eney.- 
threeor twenty-foorycars he cbmnienoed Dodor, v^ifh 
the approbatbn of twenty-eight Doftors, whp kne^ 
not which to adnjire in him moft, whether bis extenr 
five genius, or his exciinplary piety. 

0« his return into iSizxr^jr, hi^fnther ietcnd^4to intrq- 
tiuce hi»i into the parliament of Cbamheny^ not know- 
ing that God had chofen him to labour fpr his glory 
in a more facred fphere.*-^ — He turned to M. Deaos, 
his governor, and faid, / fee^ Sir^ fiat Gcd c^Us m^ ip 
follow Urn in the way of tbe.crofs: I mujl oh^ him. 
From that time his heart became fq in Ipf e with the 
holy crucified Jesus, that he dbfired nothing but the 
crofs. He then difcovered his dcfire to hi^^rei^ts^ 
and in all humility begged their confent \ whkh hav- 
ing obtained, lie inftantly took ,the caflbck, confirmed 
his mind in the contempt of the w>rld,wgjrew ncupr^ 
zealous in the fervice of God, at once t^pk thfe Iqyef 
orders and the firft of the holy ones ; acquitted him- 
ielf in fuch a manner therein, a^ to be ji^etgeftfir.for 
higher employments ; the prpvofiihip of the cajih^ 
dral church of Geneva was given himt, with -expr^^ 
commi0ion to root herefy out of tte cpuiv;fie^-0f 
datlaisj Gaillard and Tp^nier. He fp^nt; the days in 
preaching and catechifing thefe/edgced fouls, «rtd the 
nights in imploring their cpoverfion by prayers ^hd 
penances. In admmiftring fpirkual nurture tP other§^ 
he forgot to allow corporal noimlhment to- hi mfeif. 

I i 2 He 
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Ht loft half his fleep by the frequent conferences Ke 
had with hereticks. It cannot be exprciied how bap 
pi}y the people of thi$ poor land were altered and 
improved by hu care and vigilance ; fo plentifully 
heaven blefled his labburs^ ! Jn two or three years te 
almoft extirpated out of it that herefy which for fe- 
venty years had been' taking deep root in it. Mon- 
Ikur deGRisriER,bifliop otGrneva^-iipon a certain 
knowledge which he tiad both of his virtue and abi- 
Ihies, chofe him fdr4«s 'Coai^utor, and. obtained the 
approbation of his "choice at Rpme^ by Pope Clement 
the eighth ; and a little ^after he was confecrated bi- 
ihop of Geneva. To acquit himfelf worthil)' of this 
charge, he refolved to take for his pattern St. Charles 
BoROMEus ; beginning, after his example, to reform 
the clergy, to re-eftablifli the ccclefiaftical ftate in its 
former fervor and piety, to furiiifli:tbe benefices with 
fit perfens, and to c<$mpofe a particular rituaL He 
laboured fo powerfiiUy in reforming the manners, of 
the laity, that the people of G^net;^ ^became sdxogetbtr 
changed. He likewifc preached at Pam, : to the 
•great fatisfa^on of all, 9\id with fuch died that kfi% 
Henry IV. defired to detain Him in Prahce, pr^ 
mififig him a better bifhoprick than that of Gtnenm. 
Blit he^, having no reliih for fuch kmd of h(»ibur^:aiid 
preferments, would not break his feith, which he Had 
given to his firft Spoufe. From Pdm he returned 
home, and ♦employed himfelf more fervently than 
ever in his duties. . * 

» * » , • • • 

'From the care of the pcrfeftion of worUly pco- 
f>le, he proceeded to the inftruAion of rcl^ioos per- 
fons,' and founded the Order of the Nuns of the ¥i- 
Ittationi, whofc meeknefe, piety and charity rcvivie, 
-efveii at this day, the fpirit and memory of their 
founder. He received a command from the popeto 
compofe the rules of this new order, which he did fo 
prudently as to be cfttemed the iriftrumeht of the 
Holy Ghoft, defigned for the eftablilhment rtf an «- 

- der 
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tier & iionowable toxhc churph of Goo* He; t^^ 

E articular care, of < thi$ order, fbwing fuch good ^^s 
y.hk pious labours^* that from tbem^^ &^ ftuitsiif 
fandlity growing up. Thd love of Gop pofiefibi kioi 
entirely, and that of his neighbour made him keep a 
lift of -all the bafhful poor -in the town, whom be 
privately relieved. His love of holy poverty was fo 
great that, in imitation of St Charles Boromeus, 
he wore one fuit of clothes more ehan nine years, and 
chdfefbr'Jus \i& reticit4.gaiKl€ni?r'§ bppfe, to tte end 
he might die the mbre poorly. His chaftity, though 
often aflauked by the enenniy of, mankind, was al- 
ways yiftoripus: And he preferved his innocence in 
Iharp trials,- whwiiiiptbtti? ^opld have fuffercd Ihip- 
wreck. His humility: waa fuch that he thought him- 
felf happy in opportunities of inftrufting and ferving 
the meandl: pcrfons, and every where fought . the 
loweft place. PJis innocence wgs fq likp that of a dove, 
that, by his difcourfe it was eafily judged what was in 
ikis heart; his mildnefs fo extraordinary, that one 
:.look of ht3 hath gained many fouls to Got) ; his prayer 
^ fervent, -and' fi> eonftant^ that amonkftbis^grf^at^ 
«mpk>yiiieQti he ' kept all the powers o#^ his- foid- united 
^torGoD; In fine, his perfe^ions wei^e ib well koo«m» 
that feveral popes ha^e ^ comnoendod him i the kii^ 
iof -Firanu and Spain jionoured him, and all good pre- 
lates^ endeavour to imitate him. 



.\ . ^ 



Going tti Avignon^ in the fervice of the- dulu; of 
Savoy y he took his laft leave of many of his friends. 
Being at rived at Lyensy be feU fiek, and paflbd out of 
this world to a better, at eight o'clock at n^ht^* tbe 
twenty-eighth of December 16^2, after he h^d 14i4d 
fifty-five years, and» had the overfight of the choitfa 
nf Geneva twenty- t^o, in the fiace of a amft innocent 
and exemplary life. j . > 
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He left behind him ibme piecea in Frmebi the chief 
which is his JPhih$bia^ oiv Ji^iAOfm /^ a. Dewut 

Life^ 
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tife^ confiftmff of five pans, ! ;eacK cineun^ 
number of cbaptersi At th« end. he gives tome 
mastims of piety, out of which I. have ftk^ed 
the foilowiqg, t2^« 



Some Choice MAXIMS, . of PIEtY, 



by FRANCIS p&aAl.ES. 



» «• - V 



F/f/?, Toward 6615, 



I* TT E, that covets not to love Gop, ftill naore 

Xx and morC) never loves hiip enough. Much 
,of this divine exercife is not fu^cient t9 him whp 
would ftop there, as if he were iatisfied» 

z. Let us be what God will^ fo th<(t we may be 
his ; and not be what we will durfc^ves, ag^in^* the 
will of God. 

j/ Thcfe Is nothing fo little, as to be flighted in 
.the fcrvicc of Goo* 

: 41 . fWc mud nevtr forfekc Goo's jferviee^ nor re- 
gain from good: works, whatever oppofition or ingra* 
ittiKle we meet wi!th : For whoever iee^s God ought 
ittver to be difcouraged by the fapltsi of men. 
: 5. Where God's will is aiccqmpJ^feed, <laily bread 
is never wanting. 

6. All our aftions take their value from their con- 

formky to the VtU of Gw>« 
:j. The love of Giop an4 i^ffi^ring.ftre the 910ft ^ 

ceptable 
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«4pal^e facrifiees we cattofl^r co^hiai>.,w^9iave4.us 
by love and fuffcfing. . . 



♦ f^ 






Second. Towards our Neighbour. 



/ 8. We. ctniiiOt:iove cur neighbour too much, but: 
we may Ihew our love too much. 
.* 9^ : Ife'.muft. titvtt jtn^re tn^ icw cvilXpofepn of 
-any,; but of trtfrtclvt^-'^ - . . . , 

Workman loves not that h^ work ihOiud be de^i^ 
TO his prcgfeoce. , Now <iop is eyciy whcpe ptefent^ and 
rvcry ^rfon ii hfe Wftrk. ' ^ . 

1 1. Iti rtaHMt of good works m^. touA jfpeak Irtile, 
and do much. 

12. it is a groat evil not to do jgiood. 

1 ^ . Tiiid juft man never dies unpfOfHured; fw . he 
is well prepared who perieveres in chriftian: jolliflf^ tb 
the aid ... 






Towards Ourfelves. 



• * •- 



' 14. He that moft mortifies his natural inclinations 
receives moft of fuperhaairal inipirations. 

IBs Meditaie 0am xm ttermi^^ sifid accident;!^ of 
this mortal Hie will the lels trouble you* 

'i^.t All devotion is falfe which is incooipatible 
with our profeflion. 

i77« It u the 9^eat miifortuAe of man to d^fire 
tD,ei^y thofe things which he ihould onl^ ufe. . . ^ . 

^ii8>. Theise. is no better way to^nd a trpe j|>)ritual 
life happily than daily to begin. 

i'^ Who expelS: to have a (hare with jBsus/glori- 
fmd^. cnuft firfl: bbar a &«re with Jv^us crycified. 

» 

20. Our 
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26. Our free wiH is never fo frtCj as when it is de- 
voted to the will of God ; never fo much a flave, as 
when we fcrve our own lufts ; never alive but wheii 
it dies to itfclf j nor ever dead but when it lives to 
itfelf. 

2 f . Virtues never have their full growth, but when 
they bring forth deiires of advancing; which, like 
fpiritual feeds, fervc to produce new degrees^ of 
virtues. ...... 

22. We muft never /peak of God, or of things 
which concern his fervice, carelefely, by way jof dif- 
courfe or entertainment, but always with 'great Teve- 
reltcc and humility of mind, 

23; Whatever holy adion we do, we pkafe noit 
God, except we do what he requires of us : No more 
than a painter, in reprefenting ati> eagle, pltafes him 
who delired a bee. 

24. Being 'Cxercifed by probations we muft not 
grow impatient^ but reft; quiet in : a humble and 
chearful itfignation to the will of God. 

25. We (hall never have right peace with ourfelves, 
but when we have peace with God. 

26. All our devotion muft not be in our oratory^ 
in the church, in meditations, good defires and pray** 
ers 5 but we muft proceed to praftice ; and remember 
to live according to the refolutions we have made in 
the fervor of our devotion. ^ 

27. In the houfe of the juft man every thing is 
bufy. There i$ nothing taitprofitable or flothful. ' 

28. Reafon, invefted With mildnefs and gendenefs, 
has great -force and luftre^ but with rage and cfaoler 
it lofes both. 

29. We ought not to difquiet ourfelves in bur trials 
and infirmities *, but glory jrather in our weaknefs, to 
the end that God*s power may appear in us, fupport- 
ing it againft the force of Temptation; 

30. The man who refers himfelf whoUy to God is 
enabled thereby to do many good 4ieeds ; and render- 
ing 
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ihg faithfully all honour to him, h is irtcrcdiblc what 
wonders God works by that man's means. 

31. The fpirit of a good man does not ftrive to 
undertake much, or to make a great noife and ihew ; 
but, in a|l plainnefs and fincerity, he labours to dp 
well what he undertakes, and that. purely for the love 
of God. 



.1 II ' . ' 



Difcourle of Dr. Taulerus with a 

Beggar.. 



A Great Divine prayed to Gop, during the fpacp 
of eight years, that he would be gracioiifly 
pleafed to dire6l: him to a man who might teach hiip 
the true way to heaven. It was faid to him at length, 
" Go to fuch a church porch, atid there thou fha^ 
*^ find a man, who wilji inftruiSl tKec in the fpiritual life," 
Accordingly he went, and found a poor beggar very 
meanly clad. He faluled himin thefe words, "Gop 
*' give you a good day, my friend. The poor man 
'* anfwered, *' Sir, I do not remember that I ever 
« had an evil day.'* The doftor faid to him, « Gop 
*^ give yoU a good and happy life." " Why lay you 
•* that ?** 'replied the beggar ; ** I never was unhappy." 
*' GoDi blcfs you, my friend,** faid the dodor, " Pray^ 
^^ tell me what you mean.** He replied, ; *^ That^ I 
^^'Ihall willingly do. t told you ^rft, I never' had ai? 
^' evil day ; for when I have hunger, I praife God j .if 
it rain, hail, fnow or freeze, be it fair or foul >. pi" 
if I am defpifed or ill-ufed, I return God thanks j 
** ib never had an ill day t Hot have I ever been uo- 
V ^*PPJ% fince I have learned always to refign myfelf 
" ^ K k *' to 



4C 



jai6 A P F ? N D I 5C; 

^^ to his will, being .very certain of this, that all hU 
** worjcs are pcrfeftly good : And therefore I nevef 
^* dcfirc any thing elfe but the jgood plcafurepf Gop/' 
Then faid the do&or, ** But what if the good plear 
** fure of God ftiould be to caft you hepcc into hell?'* 
" If he would do fo," replied the other, " I h^ve two 
'* arms to pmbrace him with -, the one whereof is ;^ 
** profound humility, by which I am united to his 
** holy humanity 5 the other is loviC or charity, which 
^ joins me to his divinity. Embraced with thefc two 
" arms h^ would defcend with me thither, if thither 
** he ordered me : And there I had infinitely rather 
'* be with him»'than in pargdife without him/' Here- 
by the doftor learned that a true refignation to the 
divine yillj accompanied mt\} ppfoupd huniiUty ft 
^cart, i$ the fhorteft w^y to attain Gpp's love. 

ArxpR that, heafkedhim again from whence he came, 
The poor man anfwercd, God fent kirn. The doctor 
enquired of him wbe^i he found God. He replied, 
<* I found him when I had renounced all the crea- 
^^ tures.** " And whcrp did you leavi^ him ?** faid 
the doftor. He replied, " With the poor ip fpiri?, 
** thp pure in heart, and men of charity. ** Put; w^p 
^« arc you ?*• fays ;he divine. ' *^ I am ^ ^^^^l* ^^^^ 
ihc beggar. ^^ Where }s your kingdom ?** feys the 
formeri " In my foul,** fays the latter: I have learn?^ 
^* to bring into fubjieftipn, and to govern, mj fenfc§, 
" as veil outward as inward, with mj affedlions an4 
papTions, whjcb kingdotn is undoubtedly fuperior 
^* to all the kingdoms of this worlc}.** The doftor 
then ^ed him by what m^;zxi% he h»d i^ftai^ed to 
fuch pprfgftion.. He anfwered, " By filepce, vigi- 
^* lance, meditation, prayer, arid the unipn I h^ wijb 
^^ God. I could find no fure repofe. or comfort, ip 
^* any creature pf the world; by means whcrepf I 
^' found Qut my God, w^p wijl c?«|ifp|t |pe wprld 
^^ without end. ^iipf?^. 
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CoftlparatiVfe Vie^^ of the Lives of St# 
Trresa and M, Guion* 



THEY vo'^ffe teA ftvoufed \^ith eairly iiiielinatiGrtl 
to piety, \«1iich they loft iit vafiity^ nfrhcnfall* 
ing in with vain aflbciates, arid fond of romances. 
They ^*fe fetttdlf {xhttitn for their defe'dioft, and 
theh tttrncd M thtf Lord. Theif bfeft rteUrtatiohs fe-» 
Vived, v^herv the?y Were liwkcfd in cldfe frieridfliip v^ith 
the wife and virtitoui^. Thefc obfefvatiori^ rhefit ihi 
folid regard of fueh as are young. We may j'en>ark 
from them both, that a fincerc and ardent love of 
GoDt in every nation, prodaces the good fruits of de^ 
votion of fbe Sdul to him, humility toward Itfelfi cha- 
rity toward others, diligent exertion of its faculties in 
his fdf vice, in pfortiofirig his love in otheifs, a[ fteady 
and patient walking in the path of duty, which the 
nidnifeftatton of bis fpirit difcovef*s, therein enjoying 
comiiiuAion with him, and thus ffecf ing through life^ 
to a glorious eternity. 

, I MUSI* in the next place acknowledge, that though 
M. (5jjk>n was among, the Papifts ftigmatizcd for aa 
heretic, and ITeresa canonized for i faint, t think the 
life of the foYmef more worthy of effficem, fqr thefi 

feafons, viz., 

I. Teresa went aWay, and drew her brother with her, 
to enter each into a convent, without their father** 
coitfent* Though in the Romijb church fuch an aAion 
pafs fdf Aieritoriou^, arid froifi hence I don't find 
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that ftie ever after condemned it : Yet I account it a 
violation of the law of God, and a pernicious exam- 
ple to families. 

2. Teresa's labour feems to be in the founding of 
monafteries, wherein Ihe obtained the favour of the 
Pbpe, and King of Spaih^ (sfc. But M. Guion's, in 
promoting a more unconfinfd, extenfive and univcrfal 
piety on the open ftagc of the world, both among the 
lowcfl: ranks, and fuch as, in the world's eftimation, 
were in high life. This drew on her the wrath of 
|hc popilh priefthood : But the Lord was on her fide ; 
and (|^e fang his praifes in the prifori-houie. 

.^ 3. M. Gu ion's fixed converfion to God began ear- 
lier, and continued Ipnger, than Teresa's. The for- 
^ner, held about fifty years ; the latter but little more 
than half that time, if fo much. 
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Some TfO^ES omitted in their. proper places. 

♦ . ' ■ » 

1.' Re/:olk£lSy fpage 112) weire a congregation of re- 
formed trancifiatCs^ called alfo Friars minor^ of St. 
Francis of the StriSl Obfervance ; eftabliflicd about the 

year 153O, by l^o^t Clement VIL 

. / 

1. Birridbites or Barnabites (pages 117 and 124) 
^ere a Monaftic Order, faid to be (6 called from the 
church oi'St' Barnabas 2it Milan in Italy y where they 
VIrere' fil-ft eftabliflied in 1533. They profefs St. Paul 
for their patron, and call themfelves Canons (or Re- 
gulars) of 5t. Paul X 
' ■» ■ - 

:^ ^.' St. Erafmus (page 1 2.4) arid St. Edme (page 132) 
1 donV find, -nd more than^ many other popiSi faints 

* wc 
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we hear and read of, who were only honoured as fuch 
in the particular places where they had lived, or had 
been known. 

4. Janfmifm. (page 149) The doArine of Cornelius 
Janfen^ commonly called Janfenius Bifliop of TpreSy in 
Flandersj refpefting Grace and Free-will. This <ibc- 
trine was publifhed, after his death, in 1638, in a 
book entitled Auguftinus^ and by the Bifliops of France 
was reduced into five Propofitions. 

The I ft was. That fome commands of God are im- 
polTible for righteous men to accomplifh, the 
Grace being withheld by which they Ihould fcpc 
enabled to perform them. 

2d. A man never refifts Inward Grace, &c. 

The Janfenifts appear to have been pretty numc* 
rous in fome parts of the French territories, but in a 
private way^ not animated by that noble principle, 
whicli alone enables to maintain the truth with chrif* 
tian boldnefs ; and to ftand the aflaults of oppofition, 
in its defence* 
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From her leaving FRANCE 

Tihh HER Return to it. 



BEING 
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C O NT EN T S 



Of the second PART. 



CHAP. I. 



HER 'departure from her own houfe, then from 
Paris. Her interview at Corbeil with the firft 
Inftrument of her converfiori. She joins the Flying- 
coach at Ablun% goes by the cities gi Lyons^ Cbm- 
henry ^^ Jnnecy arid G^ruvdy to G^^. 

II. She refines with the New Catholicks at Gexy 
wh e re her little daughter is redticed-to -exiiemiiy. "Pa- 
ther LA Combe, coming to her, advifes her to remove 
the child to Tonon^ where fhe meets with, a famous 
Hermit.. Her child fares hardly at firft, but fppn 

mto* appl^afcs- 'A'^viGt froni tfife^Kmojf ^Af ®^»^^ 
Wonderful afliftance and benefit received through F, 
LA Combe, now her direftor. 

IV. The excellence and purity of the ftate into 
which Christ had brought her. Her return through 



Cenevay and her^angerou5 fall frpm a Horfe.^ lyion 
•fent-'4o ihervAut^^of -Prance^ for the cotrimfuhity i 







was in. 

■ ' V. She 



V^ She voluntarily religns her cftate to her rela- 
tions, in favour of her children. Her perfecutions 
by ah Ecclefiaftic^ who prejudices the Bifhop of Gt- 
mb4 ^gatnft her. Her condu6fc ahd manner of life at 

■I 

VI. ' She retires to the Ursulines at Tonon^ whither 
perfecutions follow her. *A remarkable difcourfe be- 
tween the Bifhop of Geneva and F. tA Combe. 

VII. All her letters are Intercepted by the aforc- 
faid Ecclefiaftic, and calumnifcs in the mean time fpread 
about her. The Bifhop of Geneva approves of her de- 
fign, of doing all the good in hpr power in his diocefe, 
and gives a remarkable teftimony of F. la Com6e. 
After which he fufFers his fentiments . to be quite 
changed again, into a bafe prejudice^ by the above- 
(kid Ecclefiaftic. 

VIII. The tranquility of her mind in i^t midft of 
probations. Her remarks thereupon, and on the 
apoftolic life. 

IX. She writes .foAie letters tQ Ihe Bifliop of G^r 
ne^Of and to F. la Mothb, but in vain. More op- 
fK)ditioos £roai that vile Ecclefiaftic. She is vifited 
and fuccoured by a fifter.of hers, . but exercifed by a 
Nun, who vainly fancied herfelf to be highly advan^d 
in piety. F. la Combb, newly returned from Rome^ 
comes to fee her. She receives an invitation from the 
Archbiihop of Sem. 

X. Her daughter, feized with the Small-pox and 
Purples, foon recovers. Quarrel between her fitter 
and her daughter's Miftrels. A digreflion on the 
feurce and caufes of tranquility, and of troubles which 
fouls bf all conditk>ns find. 

Ll XI. 



4» 



XI. Divers remarkable inftances of the care of 
Providence compiemorated. Dnpliciiy of the Bilhop 
of Geneva. Her own exemption from all troubles of 
mind. She writes her Trcatife of itorrentiy which has 
been twice printed in Holland. 

XII. Her entrance into the ftate of Christ's 
childhood and obedience. ' She learns to command 
and obey by the Word. The haughty Nuri brought 
down. How flie felt for F. la Combe, whether pre- 
fcnt or abfcnt. 

XIIL In ' Ker (icknefs fhe is favoured with pro- 
found views of the future ; and with a fpiritual com- 
munication in heavenly filence. 

* 

XIV. Her ftate reprefented to her under the figure 
of the fVoman in the Revelations. An hofpital cftab- 
liflied by her and F. la Combe at. Gex^ for poor 
peo[^e who were fick. Her ipurncy to Laufanne. * 

» • . - • " * ■ • . 

• XV. Her departure from the Ursulines at ^omn. 

She lives next in a wretched poor place, where (he is^ 

gricvoufly perfecJOted. The Marchionefs pf Pruna^ 

invites her iq Turin, whither ftie goes attended by F. ^ 

LA Combe. She. receives invitations from the Biflipps 

of ^oufte and Verceil. . . , ' : 

XVI. She is endued with the gift of difcerning 
oC fpirits, clear of any outward information. The de- 
ceit of the Bilhop of Geneva laid open. . A remarka^ 
ble dream of M. Guion. The excellence and purity 
of the ftate, into which' the Lord had brought her 
foul, reviewed and recited. - s 

XVII. She converts a Religious or friar ; then fore- # 
tells his infidelity. Singular converfion of arfothen^ 

*Her.depar,ture from Turin for Paris by Grenoble^ where 
Ihe is vifited by many, all Whofe inward ftates flie dif- 

cerns. 
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ff cerns, T\ic apoftolic ftatc defcribcd j it? nature and 
efFefts. 

XVXn. Of a fet/bf Friars that violently perfeciued 
thofe who led a fpiritual life, through the exercifc 
of prayer, of which kind we here rneet with bright 
examples ; and how fome of the very fame order of 
friar^ became zealous to promot;e and encourage the 
fpirit of prayer. How M. Guion w^ njfde ^he nio- 

ther of many childreji in Christ. 

■ - ■ ■ . ■ • 'i ■* 

m 

XIX. Of a young woman brought out of a ftate 
of unbelief and c;rror, becoming fenfiibly convinced 
that M. Guion was aftuated in her labours by the 
diviile Spirit. 

XX. Her exceeding great fervices, and favours of 
God conferred on her, in the converfion of fouls. 

T 

. ■ ■ 

XXI. Her ilifpirafcion, and ^diligence, iri writing 
. paflages of Scripture and their explications: Ajhort 

and eafy Method of Prayer^ written by her, printed 
by a Counfellor of the Parliament. It foon pafled 
through five or fix Editions, and was affcrwards made 
the pretext for her imprifonment. 

XX II. A violent tempeft of rage and envy break- 
ing out againft her. Of her fpiritual communications 
and intelligences. 

XXin. She goes with the Bifhop of Grenoble's 
Almoner, to pafs fome time at Marfeilles. She is in 
dangtr of being drowned in the river Rhone^ in her 
way to Valence. She has great refpeft paid her by the 
^ Biiliops of Marfeilles^ and Grenoble. She embarks on 
the Sea for Genoa^ wher?, after a ftormy paflage, flie 
arrives^ Her treatment there. From thence flie pafles 
through a wood infefted with robbers, who ufed to 
* murder thofe whom they robbed. Four men armed 

L 1 2 come 
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come up and ftop h«r litter. They fluted her and # 
retired : With fundry other occurrences. 

XXIV. Her arrival at FercHU where (he is kindly 
and^afTedionately created; and efpecially by the Bi- 
fliopt who was fo much edified with her converfa* 
tion, that he made it his ftudy-how to detail liier 
there. 

XXV. F. LA CoMBB ordered to rettffn to Faris^ 
and to conduft M. Guion thither. Sorrowful part- 
ing of the Biihop of Verceil with them* They go to 
fee the Marchionefs of Pnmai who» by their encon^ 
SBgemcnt, eftablifhes an hofpital, as M*. Guiok had 
done at Grenoble. At Cbamberry they met with F. 
LA MoTHE, their bitter perfecutor, though here he 

" put on a fmooth and deceitfoL 4:oai)t9nance« AU 
along the road they had a ienfe of th&^^perfec^uftioii 
awaiting them at Paris. Some wanted to perfuade 
them to flop, and not return thither ; but they thought 
k their duty to go> tq fuftr whatever mi^t bti « 
allotted them. 
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A P P E N D IX 



Tothc SECOND PART. 



CONTAINING, 

A JLively and AffeAing NARRATIVE 

OP 

T*hfc Li*B of Michael d* MottNos, the ra* 
j>id Progrcfs of C^ietism (wilh t^^hicb M* 
GtXioN afterwards was charged, and tinder 
that charge imprifoncdO The oppo^tidn ot 
. the Jesuits thereto^ Seconded xyj the Rii^g 
. of France^ and his^ Ambaflador at Rime Car*^ 
dinal ly Etrebs^ aaidi df M^linos^ heingp 
MK into iSie Prifort of the InfuifiHonr wbeve 
ne etidtfd his Utt^ 

Taken 6ut of a Cc)tfe<9tioii of*Plecfc?, fn Pr^d, 

Concerning Quietism. 
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CHAP. I. 



iW E N T off, in > ftrangc reftunciation^ and in 
great fitppUpity, fqarce abk to render the rea- 
fi of ivhat made me in fuch a mariner quit my 
family, which I moft tenderly loved, being without 
any pofitivc affufance, ^^/ bapin^ even againft bppe itfe^, 
I went to the new CathoKcks at Paris^ where Pravi* 
dencc wrought wonders to conceal me* They itnt for 
the Notary, who had drawn \tp the contrad: • of en- 
gagement. When he r^ad it tb me^ I feit fuch a 
repugnance to it, that I could not* with patience 
hear it to the end, much lefs fign it. The Notary 
wondered at it; and mych more fo,* when Sifter 
Garnier came in, and told him her^If, that there 
needed no contrast of engagement. I was enabled through 
divine alliltance, to put my affairs in very ^reat order^ 
and to write fundry letters by the infpini^oA' «o£ the 
Spirit of God, and not my lOwn fpirit* This was 
wiat I had never experienced before. But what was 

given 
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given me a^ that time only as a beginning, has fince 
been given me with much more force and perfcQ- 
tion^ as I fhall relate in the fequel. 

I HAD two domefticks, whom it was ^very diffi- 
cult for me to difchai^, as I did not think to take 
them with me. If I had left them, they would have 
told of my departure; and I Ihould have been fent 
after ; as I was, when it was known. But Gob fo or- 
dered it that they were willing to follow me: They 
were of no ©fe to me, a|id fopn* after returned intd 
France. I took With me alfo my^ little daughter^ and 
two maids to ferve us both. We fet off in a boat on 
the river, though I iwui taken places ifi the ftage- 
coach, in order that, iif they feardied for me in it, 
they might not find me. 1 went to Melun * to wait 
for it tlwe. 

It was furprifing that, in this boat, the child with- 
out knowing what (he did, could not forbear making 
croffes, employ mg a pe%n to cut her bulri^es for ths^ 
purpofe. Shethen put round me, all over, morethatt 
three hundred of them. • I let her do it, and inwardly 
apprehended that it wa3 not without a myftery that 
(Be did ic With-itwa^given m interior certainty 
that I was going to meet with erodes* in abundance; 
and that this child was finimg the crofs, for me to reap 
it. Sifter Garhibr who faw, that, whatever efforts 
they made for it, they could not hinder her from co- 
-vcring me with crofles, faid to me. " What that child 
** does appears to be myfterious •,'* then fhe faid to her, 
" My pretty littk maid, put fome crolTes on me too.'* 
She replied, " No ; they arc for my dear mother.'* 
She gave her one to ftop her importqnity, then conti- 
aued putting more on me : After which Aie defired, 
fome river-flowers, which were there on the water, to 

* Mflmi is a town on the river Styles 25 miles fotith^eaft fiodi^ 
Farts, which city aJfo stands on the fame river. 

be 
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be givfo hpi\ md waking » honrnt ^f theip, flic pjit k ^ 

pn niy. lw»d^ md Uid to mc, *^ After %h^ qrofs you 

lylU be crowned/* I a4<PU^ rfl this ifl fileagc, An4 
offered myfclf up to the pure love of Goo as a viftim, 
frfC aqd willing tp be fwrific^ tP iui3[U * - '\ 

; $OMS time bfjfof^ roy <Jcpwtvrf , a religjoH^ wQm»n, 
Vhp U a tw^ &lnt» «p4 a p»rtigwlv friend cdf mjne, rc^ 
lined to ip«.a vifi»n,Q^€ hid h^d mfp?ftwg oie. $h« 
Cikl " SHc fwr my heart fwfrQunde4 with tliorus i tiiju: 
<* pur L^^p appeared in it welj pl^^fcd •, that, ^though 
«* the thorns teemed likely w tc«r, it» yet, inftead of 
^^dpipg that, they paly rendered it Jfiiirer» »qd aw 
•* LoRP'i appfpbatioB the fttonger/' 

. Ik my way, at Orieil^ ± I met with the prieft 
whom God had firft made ufe of, fo powerfpUy to .dr%w 
me to his love. He approved of my defign to leave all 
fpF the Lqrpi t^t he; thought I ihou]4 not be mil 
fiHted with the new lCathe4i^k«* He told me fowe - 
p^ticuUr «bing$ pf ibem» to (hew th*t pvr yiewj 

yffgt mqrr^mjl^. He gave ^i^ a Ci»mion DOt tp 

\n% tbenx kn<^^ that I walked in the inward p^th ; tfeat^ 
lyf .1 di4> I ®uft i?«pcft nothing but perfeeutipn^ from 
them. But it ii in vm to eonmve to hidei when 
Gop feea it beft for us to fuff^, and when our wilU are 
ij^wrly fefigned, t& imh W(d tpwUy paffed into his 
¥[iUt Oh King of divine JQvew I thw^ ftruQk on thjr 

fcJLf, ip %U the julticc pf Qpp,: An4 this fppldevpted ip 
imiwtfi, »nd tp be QPftformabte ta thee, being clothed 

with thy rightepya indign^tipn ^inft. it^ pwn tmnt 
gr^ppfc ftrikts pp itfttf in thy j»ft"w?. Oh adwira.- 
bki thing peJy fcnpwn by ^aspef iwc? ! 

*1rhis Jittle d^ugliter lived to V paaijed taU^ Cctuiit pe 
Va vx, as we (ball fee in the III4 p^rt Chap. xi. 

t Carieti a littte town on the river Siyney 16 miles ibiith from 
fmis. 
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At Paris I gave the new Catholidks all the money 
1 had. I referved not to myfelf a fingle penny^ rejoic- 
ing to be poor after the example of Jesus CnaisT. I 
brought from horiie hind thoufand livres : As by my 
donation I had not referved it to myfelf, it has return- 
ed m my Cl^ildren, but none* of it tp n)c, which 
gives me no trouble ; for poverty, thus procured, 
makes my riches* The reft I gave eiitirely to the 
filters who wetc with us, as well to fupply their trar 
veiling expences, as for their beginning to buy furni- 
ture. I did not referve fo much as my linen for my 
-own ufe, putt;ing it in the comnrion repofitory. I had 
neither a locked coffer, nor purfc. I had brought 
but little linen for fear of miftnift; and left, in want* 
iag to carry off" clothes^ I fhould have been difcover- 
id- My perfecutors have not failed to report that t 
had.brought great fums from, home, which,! had im- 
prudently expended^ and given to the relations of 
father la Comb£, which is as falfe, as it is true that I 
had not a penny ; and that, on my arrival at Amecy^ 
a poor man afking alms,* I, having nothing elfe^ gave 
him the buttons from my fleeves. At another time 
i gave a poor man a little ring, quite plain, m 
the name of Jesus Christ, which I had worn as a 
token of ■„, n,arriagc wi:J.hi,„. 

I 

We Joined the flying coach 4it Metufij where I left 
Sifter OAHNiER, and went on with the other fitters, 
with whom 1 had no acquaintance. Though the car- 
riages were very fatiguing, though I got no fleep thro' 
fo Jon^a jaurney, and was fo tender that want of 
fleep uTed to give me a fit of fickneis \ and though my 
daughter, a very tender child, only five years of a^» 
g6t fcarce any ,fleep, yet we bore fo great a fatigue 
without falling fick by the way ; and this child had not 
an hour's, uneafinei^, ' though Ihe was only threc> hours 
in bed every night. God only knows both the facrifices 
which* he induced me to make, and the joy of mf 
heart in facrificing 'every thing to him. Had I king- 

M m doms 
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dams and eitipires, riiethihks I fliouM toflfel- Ihert up 
with-ftill more jof, fo'givc hiih the Wghrt hiarks df 
tny love. But is it ^ quittifig ^ny thing to qiVit 'it foi" 
tith ? - — ' 

*• As^ foon as *rc arrived at the inht, I +rehtt6 ehurth 
to pay doe honour to my Baviouti ahd ftayed therfc 
till dmrler tmL In the coach hiy divine t6vt had 
carried on with me* and in rile, a ct^vferfkttdn ^hich 
the others Were not capable of; and tht ihcarfol- 
bcfs. -I fhewed, even in rhfe niidft of the greateft- dan- 
gers, encouraged them. I eVen feng Jori^s of jojr 
at feeifig tnyfclf dSfcngaged from tfie riches, honofiirs 
ttnd cntatiglcmente df rfie ^orW. Gbt> ift fdch a tearff- 
rier protedied us, that hfc ftehied tb be to iis ayiXar if 
fire iy iiighl^ and a ftUaf of u tloni hy day. We pafled 
Over a Very dangerous fpoft between Lyons • and 
Cbdmhery. Our darrikgc^ broke at coming t)ut of it, 
4iad it hap^etted a little fdoner, we itili^ft M^ j>erffli- 
cd. 

* We arrived at Annetj oh Ma^kn^% i?vc i68i : 
And on Magdalen* $ day the brlhop of Geftevh lifid mafe 

•for lis, at*tne t6mbxrf St. Francis bE'SAlES. Th;crfe 
I renewed rny fpiritual marriage with my rtedietoer; 
as I did every year on. this day. There alfo I honour- 

-cd the remains of that Saint, with wh6rfi bur Loud 
givesrme a fingulat- tiriion. I fay union : Fbf ti ilp- 
pearjto iiie that rfe ftyHifc <5oi> is Uhitedwith the 
fairtts, and the iriofe fo as they asre faioie cbhfbrh^&Ie 
to him : iynd it is an ufMi df -iinifcy /IK^fich k^lesHfes 
Gob fometjmes to tevi Ve;,* 'alid * ainl?en'*ih tfec foul for 
his own gl6ry-, at ftrch iStfite'tlibfe Alrife ^netettd^Wrfd 
more iiititnitSly JjreftHt t6 that ftnjil iA<3oi> Wtli^: 

and about 99160a unl^abUabtfl^^ ^; §i^\^\. ^•J^^fi^^J.^^Ht'^^^ 
^5 miles ^. from Chamiery the , capital city of ^aqp^/^y^ . which }(ift 
1« 45 mir&5 S. {TOta"Geneva, - . 

And 
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And this revival is as it were an intercourfe of friend 
with friend, in h^m who unites them all with one im- 
mortal tic. Generally all continues hid with Jisus 
Christ in God, 

That day we left Annecy ; and on the next went to 
hear mafs at Genevay at th^ hqule of the French refi-r 
dent. I had much joy at being at (he communion ; 
and it feemed to me as if there God more powerfully 
united ine to hiiiifelf. j^iid thcrp: I prayed" To -him 
for thi3^ cqnverlion of that gregt people, Th§t <yeri« 
ing we arrived l^e at Oex^ ' where we found enfy four 
WfiUs ; though the Bifhop of Geneva had afTured us 
ihaft the ' houfe w^s furqiQied, as undoqbtedly he be* 
Xxamd it . to 6e. We lodged at |he hpufe of the fifters 
of the charity, who were fq kind as to give iis their 

I WAS in grear paip of mind for my daughter, who 
viftbly fell gway* I had 9 ftrpng defire to pUce hci* 
with th^ UasuLiNi^^ at ^onon, My heart was fo affeded 
on her behalf, that I could npt forbear wrtping-ia 
ttcv^t for lier in bed. Next day I faid, ^* I would 
^' take my daughter to ^onoHy and leave h^r there;, 
♦' till I Ihould f^ how we wight be ac^oijifnpcjjitjed 
>' hierc.*' They oppofed it tobpgly, after a raanqer 
9¥hich k%mA very hardrh^arsfd, A3 wcli as uijgrater 
^ni, ^eing fii^ was juft woro awjiy to a ikeleton. I 
looked upon (He poor child 4^ a viAim, whofn I had 
}rnprud|ently iacrifided. I writ to Father la Cqhz^ 
iiKreatiiig bim to come uo fc^ pap, fo confuk ^ogpthef ^ 
t^€BiupoA % thinking I could not in coinfcienc;e keep 
her in this place any longer. Several days paiOTed 
etyitho^, opy hiwring any ^ni^er. Jn the pwa^ ^V^^ I 
>)e«me r^f^ned jEO' the, will of ff on, whisc^r tjO have 
'fueeour or tt)t. - . • ; 
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CH^R II. 



OUR Lord who took:'|nty on'the:'lamehtab}e con- 
<iition oftPty daiigteer^^ib crfdercd it, that the 
*Bi(h<5p of Geneva '^vk to Father ^a Comb's, to cooie 
is Ipeedily as pdffibleto^fc^ us^ and to coiifole us. 
As feori ^s I faw th^ fkchcr, i- wasffarprifed^t© fttk^n 
interior grace, : Vhich ■ I may xatt CoUMnmCATrOK ; 
and fuoh as I had never &4d" befe^e ivitlr. any poffon. 
It fecmcd to me that ah iiiftutnte oiF Grace i^atne 
from him to me, through the innermoft of the foul ; 

. and returned from mc tohim^^ih fdch'^&itt that^Ac felt 
the f^me effeft. Like a tide of- gmctfit cktifed a flux 
and reflux, flowing^ on into the di'^ine and irivifiblc 
«>cean. This is a pure and holy union, which Go0 alclne 
'operates^ and which has ^ ftill fubfifl:ed, and even in- 
cTcafed betwixt us It is an uttidri exempted from all 
wcaknefi, and from' all fctf-ihtereft:/ - which* caufes 

• thofe, who are blefifed with-it, ta rejoice in the wiffing 
»nd patient fufferiAgs for Christ, both Of 'themfelVies 
and of their near and dear friends; ant^nion which 
has no need of the pr<ifetfcc of the body 5 which* at cer- 
tain times abfence makes not more abfent^ nor prefahce 
tnore prefent 5 an union unknown to all men bye ftich 
asarc coiiie to experience it : Not-can^rt ever be ex- 
perienced but betwixt fuch fduls aft. ate united' to 

' God; , As I had never beforfe felt» an ^ umon-of ifhis 
fort with any one, it appeared to meithen qliite^Kew, 

' having never heard tell of the like", . A newf.gave 
mt any doubt of its bcing-from God 5 for, far nt>m 
turning away the mind from him, it tended to draw 
it tnorjj deeply into him. It difiipated ^l my pakis; 
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)and fixed my whbte fbul in tho ihoft profound tran- 
quility . ' 

God gave him at firft much opcitnefs toward ine. 

He rfekted to mc the mercies God had (hewed him, 

'and feveral tetraordinary thing v "which gave mc at 

firft fome fear. » I fufpc^d fomeJ tllufion, elpeciaUy 

in fuch things as flatter, in regard to the future ; little 

Apprehending th^rt, that God would m^eufe of mc 

^o <if'aw him from 'diiU9^ate/^d bring himrmto ;Aat 

of naked fkkB. -■ But? thS grace,^ ^which flowed froto him 

into ray foul^ recoTvred ^mc ifrom that fear, ^ ! faw 

It joined with extraordinary .humility; and that, far 

fWn*-be}hg elera«ftd with' the gifts which !Go6 \had 

liberally coilferped on him, or -wtth his own profqwrid 

learning, . no peribn could, have a lower, a^niea^^of 

bimfelr thah' he h^d. He told me, *' As to my 

.**^daiigHtcry ic^would be beft for me to take hfcr-to 

:^'^non^ wiiere'hc thotight Ihc would be very mA\ 

pUodd.^* An4 arta myfelf, after 1 -had mentioned 
td» -him* my dtflike to the manner of 'life of the new 
Catholicks, he told me, ^^ that he did not think that 

it woirid be iny proper place to be long with them ; 

but that it would ht beft for me toftay there, -Iree 
** from - all engagements, till God, liy the <x»idu6t 

of his providend^y fhotrld make known to m^ how 

he would tiiifkyfe of-me, and draw my mind ta'4:he 

place whither he would have me te. remove.'^ i had 
already begun to wake regularly ^/ ;»i^«ir^i&ii, m oflier 
ta pray-,. At this tjitie I awaked with thele words 
'filddenly put in«o my mind, ** It - is written of me, I 
*''WiIldo thy will, oh God.'* This was- accompaaxied 
with fuch a iBlow of^race, fo pure and pcnctraoi^g, 
that I never had haa:any more* fweet and powea:ful. 
i^nd here I may rwiuric, that die ftate of my (bul 
was dr^ady p^nnaiiont in newnef&of life ; but this new 
•life wasnot yet in that immutaUlity which it has fitice 
beewin. To fpedc properly^ it was . a bcginning^ife 
WSA a* rifing day, which goes on ever increafrng* till 

the 
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Ac meridian, of gterjp'i n; ^' isjbidi hw 'm.PlQt* 

night; a life which fears no more death, oQt^vto 
in death itfelf; becaufe he who has fuffcred the firft 
deat&^ fliaU no ntorrbettwt of ih^ fefSQod. fifom Md^ 
n^hf I contiaued on) my kaidfs^ ^r d^ogfe id ^t 
mo»ning, in frayer, -wa*fvw»iMW«tt^?;¥ 
and d«i tbe(amfi[a}iQ'thc^fi^gh£'A>U(>wiiigv ' "^ 

. NiKT day^ afi^t ma6> ;T«hff l»A*Co#«^ii>|de^ 
that be had had i Very gr4iit»<?ert9W^r ^% I W^^f^ 
ftonc which Gob do^tic^d'&r ^ l^yqitKl^ciQtQ df # gr|gt 
builJifig. But wlnt that buUdi^. wa$ i|j( H^i^w. fip 
111017 tiian L After whate^r iciaaapr tji^n it i» to be, 
whether his divine fiyfliajeft)? wiil^/rnnlji^ llf^^of nii^ i^. ih^ 

iih^ §oe ibme liiifigis knoim tP<^4lfelf im^W ^ ^^^ 
make me one €if theftpob$.of ^« newand hei^f^fdy 

JERUSALEM^ at feema to rtc thj« Aich ftoft^ c«nr 

-not be puJiflied, but by the ftmJw*'of the tfjimmcr ; 

»ul that otsr Lord has giveist tQ fhi9' i^ul <;kf .h>^ the 

c^uatittes of theiftonet '^'0. firn^aefss :». ^fign^tiiMi like 

infenfibility, to cndom bar^iiefs Md tho opfrg|j^sof 

"hir hand. 

' I THSK eaiTiad nay little dau^te# u> thf Ui^syi^mcs 
at Tmmti That poor fchild took ay aft. f^^dnfsfe , for,, 
leather la Combi, fayii^i ^^ HtM^:^^ f^^r$ one 
** from God/* Hei« 1 found -a l^^rmk, whwi^hcy^ 
xs^Ued Brother AmsLM. He vat <>|ie of the § it^teft 
laaR&icy pf any that has been fy^n of a l^ng tmf^. 
He m^s fcom Cenivai and Goo had dr^vfn him from 
thence after a very^ miraculous manner, a?: m^^ 
years of age. He had (with the prrmiHion pf /tlMs ? 
Cardinal, at that time Archhilhpp of y^ m^P^^Vf^^i 
at nineteen years of age taken the hsibii: ojf jb^niiK^ of 
St Augustine. He lived all atooe (^xeept Pft^ &\»i 
hermit living with him) in a Uedthermitagftn'Flwe 
they fkw nobody bijt fuch as came to-yifiit thfriri^i^pel 
He had lived twdve years in thteliiFrnfWtaw^ iipew 

eartitig any thing ^bue puliip mth4d\u jm^^^f^iM^ 

oil. 



oiL :Tiir«, twBca - a, H^ffcfe^ht Ji^edt^aWy: on te(8Hd ft$^ 
t^atdn He nf vcr: d»nkt wkic^ rand' gener^ljr. mi^ 
i>ut pnd niefaK in twent^'ibar thCHirsu He W6rc for 4 
Ihitt a cmrfe ii^ihctotliy ani . lod@^ • on the hmpt 
|^UBd< He liv^in^a ddcteinuiti Slate of pmyer, aiid 
ifi die greateft iiutnibiTu <3im iiad done b^ iiim ismof 
fignalnhiracleai ,..: .: :., ... . : ; *! i .; . . t * i . 
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THtS'^odi heMBtt ted; a great: fenfe of the defies 
;Goa>/Qn.(Fathteri tA ^QoMas .and me.. Aut Goj» 
&ewed biisv at tN^'iaaM.isin^ithat/ftmngei^xvfres^i^^ 
prfeptoing %- tiSibqiH, .and that wq ifotere-l^otft «dfift»fcd 
for ^Q . aid of folrls. I .'did ttot finid, , tt& 1 :eKfie<ilodi^ 
any. fi& fsiab^ : for tin;; <£atightcr a(C ^^T^fftH^' lA (regard 4t> 
(befi, I .i&xH]|ltC:itnyfd^ dike ^^asl&M^: whea 9Dingr!)tt> 
fiDsri&ds his fon.j Either: la CdMoa^ t^fiociiliti^mie 
'herby- fiwd,; 'f Wiriqomc,. daoghepri^^f rd8r/?il^EW/P^ /I 
-fenpiid Imle/tehcoui^geiiifefit ta^rd her, -^theftvtahd 
%dtikl ftifl iiitarre ^oecfi^her with mji^feUv becauf^^weThad 
ifio.;iXMnn4 laad th^i litdb: girls^ .^hdnirtkcy took tD 
-n«be:CtitiioJidkii^ yrdire.ail JhioeediiwidLJiis^ ^nd.had 
cdntradbdd ludh- 4»bf& «s mire pffrnicoous; Tli;lea!v« 
4ier .thj^re 1 thbughc aot ri^t. Tbe jangnage ^of ebe 
country, where fcarce any one iinderflood Fren€h^ and 
the food, which Ihe could not take, being fo far dif- 
ferent from ours, were great hardfhips. All my ten- 
dcrnefs for her was awakened, and I looked on myfelf 
as her deftroyer. I experienced what Hag ar fuffered, 
when (he put away her fon Ishmael in the delart, 
that ihe might not be forced to fee him perilh. I 
thought, if I had ventured to expofe myfelf, I ought 
at leaft to have fpared my daughter % as the lofs of 
her education, and even of her life, appeared to me 
*i<Pfi9i)lc> 'Every thing looked black in regard to 
hen 

» 

' I thought that) with her natural difpofition and 
fine qualities, flie would have fliined and aitrafted 
admiration, if educated in France^ and been likely to 

have 
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have had fuch offers for marriage, as fhe could never 
hope to meet with in this poor country; in which, if 
(he fhould recover, Ihc would never be likely to be 
fie for any thing. Here (be could eat nothing of 
what was got for her. AU her fubfiftence was only 
fome fpoqnfuls of unpleafant .and difagreeabie broth, 
which' I forced her to take againft her wilL. . 1 feemed 
like a fccond jihabam^ holding the knife over her to 
deftroy her. Our Lord would have me make a fa- 
crifice to him, without any confolation, plunged in 
forrow ; and night was the time which gave^vent to it. 
He made me fee, on one fide, the grief of her 
grand-mother, if (he (hould hear of her death, which 
ihe would impute to my taking the child away from 
*hcr*, and the great reproach k would be accounted 
among all the iamityv The gifts of nature (he . was 
endowed with were now- like pointed darts which 
pierced me. I believe that God (o ordered it, to pu- 
rify me from a too human attachment, which was (till 
fo ready to ftick clofe to me. Fon after I returned 
froni the UftSULrNEs at Tononj they changed hermati- 
ner of diet) and gave, her what was fuitable to 'her 
delicacf; whereby, in.a(hort timif, (he finely recoh 
vered. : 
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As fbori. at k was kfiowa in Framy thaf I was gon< 
off, out of it, thete was a general outc^ry. Thofe 
who attacked me^ . with the moCt violence upon ic, 
wens the hitman ipiritualifts i Father d£ l4 Mothe 
who writ to me^ that all p^foo^ of learning an4 
piety^. of th^ gown and of the fword, united in.cen- 
furtng mt for '«. Ta alajfw vm ftill oiorej he io- 
ibrmed tfie that m)^ mothar-in4s^w». with whom I had 
trufted my .yi^Unger foa and n^y childrel^'s fubftanc^, 
was fallen into a ftate of childhoods This however 
was very i^ik. 



S ' 



I ANsw£Rfii^ all thefe thu^erij^- letters as tbfi 
fpirit dj&ated. My anfwers were thought very juft, 
and were well reli^hed> whereby thofe violent excla- 
mations were ipon changed into applaufes. Father la 
MoTHE ap^ared to change his cenfures o£ me for 
cfteem : Yet it did not hold long. Self-intereft threw 
him back again; being difappointed in bis hopes of 
a penS^n, which he 6:|cpeAed l would hare fettled 
on hin^ Alfe Sifter Garkxbr, whatever was her 
reafon, chaeged and declared ag^nft me. 

HfeRjJ I both cat and flf pt little. The food which 
was given us wa$ rotten and full of worms, by reaibti 
of the great heat of the weather^ and being kept too 
long ; infomuch that wh4t I fhould have formerly be* 
held with abhidrrende ik>w became my only nourifli" 
ment j and yet every thing was rendered cafy to me^ 

Nn In 
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In God I found, with increafe, every thing which I had 
loft for him. That fpirit, which once I thought I 
had loft in a ftrange flupidity, was reftored to me 
with inconceivable advantages. I was aftoniihed at 
it myfelf. I found there was nothing which it was 
not fit for, or in which it did not fucceed, Thofe 
who obferved it iaid, " I had a prodigious capacity/' 
I well knew thac I had but a poor one ^ but that in 
Gop my fpirit had received a quality which it had 
never had before. I thought I experienced fomcthing 
of the ft ate which the Apoftles were in,, after they 
had received the holy Ghoft. I knew, 1 coinprehehded, 
J underftood, I was enabled to do every thing requi- 
fite. I had every fort of good thiag? ai^d no want of 
^ny thing. I remembered that fine paffage of wiftJom, 
^AUpoi things came to me with her. WiBomof SoL 
vii. lii When Jesus Chrkt the eternal wifdom is 
-formed in the foul, after the death of the &rik Adanh 
it finds iti him all good things communicated to it. 

Some time after my arrival at Gex^ the Bifbop of 
Geneva came to fee us. . I ipoke to him with great 
'<>perinefs, and with the fervency of the fpirit which 
rconduftcd me. He was fo clearly conviflced, and fo 
-much afFefted, that he could not forbear to exprels it. 
He opened his heart to ni>e on what God had required 
from him. He cdnfcfled to me his own deviation and 
infidelity. Every time, when I fpoke to him, he en 
tred into what I faid, and acknowledged it to be the 
•truth; as indeed if was the fpirit of truth, which in- 
fpired me to fpeak 'to him, without which I. (hould 
be only a mere fimpleton. ^ And yet as fyoti as they, 
who fought for pre-eminence, and could not fufFcr 
any good but what' came fmm themfelves, Ipoke to 
him, hewas fo weak as to-let himfdf be impofed on 
with impreffions agairtft the truth. -This . foible^ 
-with others, have » hindered him froni doing- all the 
'good, t^hich Qther^ife he might have dotie in hisdio- 
cefe. 

After 
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Aptbr I had fpoken to him, he faid, " he had it 
" in his mind to give me Father la Combe fdr direc- 
^' tof ; that he was a man illuminated of God, who 
*' well underftood the inward path, and had a (ingiilafr 
** gift of pacifying fouls." Thefe were his own words, 
Greadjr was 1 rejoiced, when the Biftop gave me him, 
feeing thereby his authority united with the grsice which 
already feemcd to have gi^en him to'me^ by an union 
and tffufion of fupcrnatural life' and love. The fatigues 
I had, an^ watchings iVith" my daughter, threw me 
anto a violent malady, attended with exquifite pains. 
The phyfkians judged me in danger, and yet thd 
Sifters of the houfe quite neglededme: Efpecially 
ftife who hddche care of the oeconomy of it was ib 
penurious, that ihe did not give me what was necef- 
iary to fuftath life, i had not a penny to help myfelf 
with, as I had referved nothing to myfelf. And be- 
fkle, they at * that time f eceivcd all the money which 
was femitl^e^. me fifom France, which was very con- 
fiderable. Thus I praftifed poverty, and was in ne- 
tcffity with thofc to whom I had given all. They writ 
to Father la Combe, defiring him to come to me, to 
receiye my confelTpn, He, on hearing of my coni- 
ditioa, w^as fo moved with charity, as to walfc on foot 
all night, it! being eight great leagues. No otherwifc 
did he travel ; in that, as in every thing befide, imi- 
tating pur Lord Jesus Christ, * • « 

As foQn as he entered the honfe, my pains abat- 
ed : An4 when he had entered my chamber, and 



* Singly 'devoted tp fenre Qod« and faithful to the fight of 
^uty wtuch, in the land of darkQefs, was given bim, . Father x.a 
CoMBB appears to have been a laborious good man in his (lation^ 
not fhunning the crofs, or ihrinking froni perfecutions ; and at 
laft for iiir fidelity thrown into prifon, where, fo far as appears; ke 
'4ttided his day«. I regret that we hi^ve no ot^er than, that Popift 
.iiajme left, whereby to fpeak of hjm. What is the defign of, pro» 

f>er names being given. If cufiom or fajhhn is thus allo\ved to obr 
iterate, and render them entirely ufelefs ? 

Nn 2 bleffe4 
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blei&d me, laying his hand^ on my head, I was per« 
fcdly cured, to the great admiration of my phyfici- 
ans ; who being of a diff^eat religion, wqre not 
willing to acknowledge the tnir^le ; being not weU 
pleafed, when they knew that we were come to draw 
back from error fuch a$ ft^ould bcdifpofed, or prevail* 
ed on, to reti^rn from it. Thefe lifters then^felves 
adviftd mc to go to ni^y daughter, to take milk for 
a fortnight, father h^ Combe returned with pie ir> 
the fame boat. A vk^nt ftorm arofe on th^ ]ake» 
which made me very iick> 9nd &cmfid Hkciy to overr 
fet the boat. But the h^ntd of provid^ce remarkav 
bly appeared ii) our fayour-, for though the waves 
ftrew more beifierous, yet they no fimoe touched the 
boat, but broke at above a foot diftaace from it^ 
which w^ taken notice of by the mariniBrs and paOeiv 
gets, who looked upon Father la Combe as a &ihtf 
Thus we arrived at Ttftm^ where I found myfelf fo per* 
fr^ly recovered, that, inftead of m^ing wd uling 
the remedies I had proi]K>red9 I went into a retreat, 
(Uid ftayed there twelve days. la this retreat I made 
vows of perpetual ch^ity^ poverty and ohdietw% to wit^ 
Itadily to obey whatever I ihould Mieyc to be the 
will of GoD^ alfo to obey the church, and to honour 
j£$us Christ in fuch a manner as he pkiafed. 

At this time I found that I had the petfc^ ehijli^ 
of love to God, mine being without any referve, dir 
viiion, or view erf intcreft ; petfefi pwertly^ by the 
total privation of every thbg that was mine, both Utr 
wardly and outwardly ; perfeff obedience to $b^ ^U gf 
PoD, fykmi^on to the cburcb^ and honour to Jfsug 
Christ in Iq^ins himfelf only ; the ^flfeft of which 
ibon appeared, \Vbcn by the Jofs of oMrfeheJi we^ ar^ 
^afled into Giod^ and returned into out origin, our 
^iU is nsttde one aqd the fame with that of GoDy^^o^ 
fording to the prayer of Christ, ** As tliou Father 
?* art in me, and I in thee, grant that they alfo may 
P JDcinys.^ Johnxvii, ^i. Qh. is is then that the 
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will is rendered marvellous, both bccaufe it is made 
the vyill of God, which is the greateft of miracles and 
their end ; and bccaufe it works wonders in him : F6r 
as ii is God who wills in this foul, that will has its 
effeft. Scarce has it willed but the thing is done* 

Why then, nukjf feme fan ^ fomany opprefTions endur* 
ed ? Why do not thefc fouls, if they have fuch a 
power, fet therpfelves free from them? If they had 
i^ny wiii to do any thing of that fort, and it were not 
granted ; that would be the ^will of thefiefb^ or the will 
0^ n^aih ^nd mt the will cf God. John i. 1 3. 

I HOSE conftantly at midnight, ever waking timely 
enough to do it. If I woundup my alarm- watch, then 
I ufed not to wake in time. I faw that God had over 
ine the care of a father and a fpaufe. When I had 
^ny indffpofitiw, and my body wanted reft, he did 
not' awake me 1 but at fuch times I felt even in my 
Oerp, a fingular poflelfion of him. Some years have 
pafied wherein I have had dnly a kind of half-flecp 4 
but my foul waked the more for God, as fleep fcemed 
to fteal from it every other attention. The Lo&o 
made it known alfo to many perfons, that he deiigned 
me for a mother of great people, but a people fim^ 

{)le and childlike. They took thefe intelligences in a 
iteral fenle, and thought it related to &me inftitution 
or congregarion : But to me it appeared noriiing elfe, 
than the perfons whom it pleafed Goo that I ftiould 
afterwatxis win over to him ; to whom I fhould ferve 
ad a mother, through his goodncfs; giving them rite 
fame union of afK?aion for me afr that of children for 
a parent, but an union nwich deeper and ftronger ; 
»nd giving me all that was neceffary for them, to 
bring them to walk in the way by which he would 
lead* them, as I fhall fhew in the fequel, when I fhaiil 
^eak of that ftate of miternity, or motherhood. j 

; chA?. 
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BEFORE I proceed farther in what I have taiwrrite, 
which I would willingly fupprcfs, if any thing (^ 
it were my own, as well on account .of the difficukjr 
of cxprefling myfelf thereupon, as b^capfe few fouls 
are capable of a conduft lo little known, and fo lit- 
tle comprehended, that I have never read of any- 
thing like it, I Ihall fay fomething of the interior dif- 
pofitions I was then in, If it ferves you who are wil? 
ling to be of the number of my children, and if it ferves 
fuch as are already my children, to induce them to let ^ 
God glorify himielf in them after his manner, and 
not after theirs, I lliall think my pains well employed. 
If there be any thing which they do not comprehend, 
let them die to themfelves, and they will gain a ftrongcr 
experience than from any thing I could fay : For ^^t. 
preffhn never ecjuals experience. 

ArtBR I had come out of the trying condition t 
have fpoken of, I found it had purified my foul. I 
poffeflcd God after a manner fo pure, and fo immenfe, 
as nothing elfe could equal. In regard to thoughts 
pf defires, all ^as fo clean, fo naked, fo loft in the 
divinity, that the foql had ho felfifh movement, how-" 
ever plaufible or delicate ; both the powers of the 
rnind and the very fenfes being wonderfully purified. 
SometitMs I was furprized to find that there appeared 
hot one thought. The imagination, formerly fo trour 
blefbme, now no mor? any way troubled me : I h^^ 
"no more perplexity or uncafy refledions. The wifi, 
Ijeing perfeftly dead to all its own appetites, was 
" / * bcconjQ 
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become void of every human inclination botB natural 
and fpiritual, and only inclined of God to whatever 
be plcafed, and in whatever manner he pleafed. This 
vaftitude, or enlargednels, which is not bounded by 
any thing, however plain or fimple it may be, in- 
creafes every day ; fo that my foul, in partaking of 
the qualities of her fpoufe, feems alfo to partake of 
his immenfity. My prayer was in an opennefs and 
finglenefs inconceivable, and at the fame time of a 
depth inexplicable. I was as it wene born. up. on 
high, out of myfelf. ' I believe God was pleafed to 
blefs me with this experience, at the beginning of 
the new life, to make me comprehend, in favour of 
other fouls, this paffage of the foul into. God. 

When I went to confefs, I felt fuch an immerfion 
of the foul into him, that.I could fcarcely Ipeak. This 
afcenfion of the fpirit, wherein God draws the foul fo 
powerfully not into its own inmoft . recefs, but into 
himfelf, is not operated till after the n^fiic d&itb^ 
wherein, the foul, adually comes out of itfclf to pa6 
into its divine objeft. -* I call it deaths that is to. fay, 
a faffagt from one thing to another 2 And it is.ti;uely 
a happy paffover for the foul, and. its p^^^ into.x|ie 
promifed land. The fpirit. which is created. to |>e 
united to its own principle, (or origin) has fo power- 
ful.a tendency ta it, {jbatis^ toi God) that if it, were 
not ftopt by a continual miracle, its moving quality 
would caufe the body to be drawn after it whitherfq- 
ever it would, by reafon of its impctuofity andnobre 
dcfcent : But God has given it a terreftrial body ,ta 
ferv^ for a counterpoife. This fpirjt then, created to 
be' uilitedr to its origin, without any medium,or ioter- 
ftice^ feeling itfelf drawn by its divine objedt, tends 
tor.it'A^h an extremi^ violence ; in fuch fort that.GoD:^ 
fufpending fbr foriip Jxmt the ppwcr which the body 
has W hold back the fpirit, it follows with ardency.: 
But wheti it is ;nQC iUffi.ciently.. purified, to pafs into 
Goj>, it gradually;, returns back to.itfelf-^ and as the 

body 
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body reftimcs its own quality, it reciirns to the earth* 
The faints who have been the moft perfeft have ad- 
vanced to that degree, as to have nothing of all this j 
and fome have loft it towards the end of their Itves^ 
becoming fingle and pure as the others, becaufe they 
then had in reality and permanence, what they had 
at firft only as tranfient fruitions, in the time of thia 
prevalence or dominion of the body. It is cer- 
tain then that the foul, by death to itfelf, pa^s 
into its divine objcft : And it is what I then expe- 
rienced. I found, the farther I went, the more 
my fpirit was loft in its Sovereign, who attrafted it 
more and more to himfelf. And he was pieafed at 
firft that I fhould know this for die fake of others, 
and not for myfclf only,. Indeed he drew my foul 
itiorc and more into himfelf, till it l(Jft itfcif en- 
tirely out of fighty and could perceive itfelf 'no morei 
It feemed' at firft to pafs into him, and afterwards to 
be transformed into him. As one fees a river pafs 
into the ocean, lofe itfelf in it, its water for & xmA 
diftinguifhed from that of the iita, till it gradually be^ 
-comes transformed into the fame &a, and poGkSes all 
its qualities ; fo was my foul loft in GoD^ who com-^ 
municated to it his qualities^ having drawn it out of 
all that it had of its own. Its l^e is an inconceiv^ 
able innocrenCe, not known or comprehended of thofe 
who are ftill fhut up in themfelves (or only live to 
tfaemfelves.) 

The joy which fuch a foul pofTeflfes in its God is fo 
great, that it experiences the truth of thofe words df 
die royal Prophet, ** All they who are i» dsee^^oh 
*' Lord, are like perfons ravilhed with joy/^ To 
fuch a foul the words of our Lord fytm ' to bt 
addreflcd, " Your joy no man fliall take hom yout'^ 
JoHw xvi. 22, It is as it wafe plunged in a rivwof 
peace. Its prayer is continual. Nothing can hindrf 
it frohi prayihg to God, or fmm loving btfiK It 
amply verifies thefe words in the CaMicks^ " I fleq> 

" but 
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'H but my heart wakcth j" for it BAds that even deep 
itfelf does not hinder it from praying. Oh unuttera- 
ble happinefs! Who eould ever have thought that 
a foul, whieh feemed to be in the utmoft mifery, 
ihould ever find a happinefs equal to this? Oh 
happy poverty^ happy lofsy happy notbingj which gives 
no lefs than God himfelf in his own immfrnfity, no 
more adjufted to the limited manner of the creature, 
but always drawihg it out of that^ to plunge it wholly 
ipto bis own divine Eflence. 

Then- the fOul kpows that all the ftates of felf-. 
pleafing vifions, openings^ extaiies and raptures^ are 
rather obftacles, that, they don't ferve this ftate which. 
is far above them ; becaufe the ftate^ which has fup- 
ports, has pain to lofe them ; and yet cannot arrive at 
this without fuch lofsi In this are verified the words, 
of an experienced Saint j *• When t yfp\x\dy fays be^ 
** poflefs nothing through felf-hve^ tv&ry thing was 
•' given me without going after it/* Oh happy dy- 
iog.of the grain of Wheats which makes it produce 
a hundred fold ! The foul is then fb paillve, ib dif-^ 
pofed equally to receive from the hand of God ei- 
ther good or evil, as renders it furprizing. It re- 
ceives both the one and the other without any felfifh 
emotions, letting them flow and be loft as they come. 
They pafs ayvay as if they- did not touch. 

After I finiflted my retreat with the Ursulines at 
Tonon^ I returned through Geneva ^ and, haying found 
'no other means of conveyance, the French Refidenc 
lent me a horfe^ As I knew not how to ride on 
horfeback, 1 made a difficulty of doing it : . But as 
he. affured me that it was a very quiet horfe, 1 ven- 
tured to mount him. There was a fort of a Smith 
who, looking at me with a wild haggard look, flruck 
the horfe a blow on. the back, juit as I had got upoA 
him, which made himgive a leap. He threw me on 
the ground with fuch force that they thought I was 

Oo killed. 
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killed. .^ fell oii my temple. My cheek bone was 
broke iri two, and two of my teeth driven into my 
head. I was fqpported by an invifible hand: An4 
in a little time i mouhted as well as I could on ano- 
ther hbtfe, and had a man on my fide to kecfp me up. 
My relations left me in peace at Gex, teftifyihg their 
fefleem for me : And as they had heard at Paris of 
my miraculous cure, k made a great noife there. 
Many perfons iri reputation for fenftity then writ 
to me. I received letters from MadamoBelle oe La^ 
MoiGNON, and another young lady, who was fo moved 
with my anfwer, that Ihe fent me a hundred Piftoles 
for our hoofe, and let me know befide, *' that, when 
*' we wanted monty, I had only to write to her ; and 
•* that ihe would fend me all 1 could dcfire/* They 
talked in Paris of printing an account of "the facri* 
fice I had made, and inferting in it the miracle of itiy 
fudden recovery. • I don*t know what prcv^nt^d it J 
But fuch is thfc inconftancy of the creiatunft, that €hi$ 
journey, whfch drew i?poii me at that time fo mucH 
applaufe, has ferved for a pretext for the -ftraoge con* 
demnatioti wiiich has fince been pafled upon me. 

"' '' \ , I ' « ' . ' ' " - ■■ ' ■■''■ .- ' . ' 

The Translator to the. Reader? 

* 

rtx)nclude this FitiST Voiume with Two ExjpreBibn^ 
of our BlefTed SAVIOUR, and fome Lines HbritttecJ 
thereto, viz, 

1. The Queen of the South ^i«//r^ up in the 
Judgmenf 'with ibis Gener^iimy mtd fiaU coiidMn ii^ ^. 
Mat. xii. 42. 

2. Jl4J«*y pdl come fr^n the Eaft, aniW^y nnd 
/hall Jit down with Abraham, and Ifaac, and ^acob, in 
the Kingdom of Heai/en : But the Children */ the ISngddfh 
Jhall he -caft ont, 6fr. Mat. viii. 11, 12. 

THAT all into whbjfe hahds thefe lines 
may cotoc, may bfe adirfitted to join 
fhofc Worthies /rcTW the Eaft anj Weft, in that 

Kingdom^ 
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Kingdom^ is my fervent dcfirc. Much work i? 
to be done, in order to be fit for it : 3ut it i% 
the bell work. AU elfe below the Sun is as 
nothing, compared with it. 

Had it been for any corruptible crown that M. 
GuioN refigned, laboured and fufFercd fo much| 
we might cenfur? her for it ^ but not fo juAly 
when we con£kier that it wa^ for one itkitich is 
incorruptU^ ; Which, wheal obtained, is an in- 
finite Tecompence for all paft fufFcrings and 
facrifices : But the lofs of it is far too dear a[ 
price for all the prefent gratifications of cor- 
rupt nature^ or (moft un wifely) chufing tq. 
pleafe ourfelves, and others, rather than Christ. 
Jn fuc'h cafe the children of the kingdom 9 » the 
members of the pureft chwch^ or the defcen- 
dents of th^ bcft of men, are caji outi They 
forfeit an endlefe inheritance, having reudtred 
themfelves unfit for it. 

As it is not yet too late, as the leaft delay 
\s of the greateft danger, let then every thing 
^which obftructs this fitnefs, be freely and rea- 
dily facrificed, to purchafc the pearl of inef- 
timable price. So will the Lord, if wje ^on- 
tinue fiedfaft und immoveable in this difpofition, 
to the end of out' days, perfedt the glorious 
Work of our Redemptidn. He will fliield 
from every affault of the grand enemy, fuftain 
through every probation, cornfort wini a lively 
and well-grounded hope, an4 afterwards crown 
with a happy Immortality. 

]^iiD of the First Volume. 
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/^ me Ipcak read me to fpeak- 
for abfolute read abiblutely. 
for uin read unin w«. uninterrupted^ 
for this ri?^^ thus* 

or too much* / 
/ij// d?«/ fayingj 

in too much, 
for gentlenfian redd gentlemcd. 
for* it read its. 

for quiet, free read quite free. 
/<7r never read never after, 
ybf God read Good. 
for fciences read fcience. 
Left outi Francis de Sales, at the 
end of his Maxims gives us the follow- 
ing Difcourfe pf "Taulerus with a Beg- 
gar, which looks more like a parable 
than a real fa£b. 

241 6 for France read Paris* 

242 2 for FIRST PART read SECONP 

PART, infoms^fthe-Books. 
257 5 who ioo much. 

Some other fmall Errors in Orthography, Puniftua- 
tion, &c. being not very material it is hoped the can- 
did Reader will excufe. 
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